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VIOHAWK COUNCIL OF
AKWESASNE * •

General Meeting
St. Regis Recreation Hall

April 1,1989
esent:
ind Chief Mike Mitchell
ief Angie Bames •
icf Gerald Sharrow
icf Bill Sunday
icf Thomas Francis
icf John Lazore
icf Lynn Roundpoint
cf Mary David
icf Tim Thompson
icf Hilda King
icf Lloyd Benedict
sent:
icf Dave Benedict
icf Vivian Smoke , . .
hers:
ncis Sam, Chief Administrative Officer
he meeting commenced at 9:15 a.m. . ,
hisincss from the floor A community member is appeal-.
a decision from the Welfare Department He applied for

emergency loan for repairs to his sewer. He was told that
house had to be five years old. He stated by the time he gets
loan, the foundation will be fallen in. He has a sub-pump,
now the raw sewage is coming in the cellar and entrance

lill Sunday pointed out that if this is a health hazard, it
uld be dealt with. Tim Thompson stated that based on the
ision of the Welfare Committee, it was refused immedi-
y and made recommendations that the Community Health
preservatives go down and check on it and report back.
n also told him that the papers for appeal are in the Welfare
ice and he can go there to pick them up.
Ylicr deliberation, Council was informed that the home
ild be five years old this coming summer. Because of this
the health hazard, Council decided to support this

mber in his appeal. . ' • . •
vlikc was informed of the death of Abe Thomas. After
ing a lew words about the great athlete and citizen he was,
ke asked for a moment of silence.
Residency Law Angic explained that in order for the Law
be passed, a formal ratification procedure needs to be
plcmcntcd. The first hearing is tabled at a General Meet-

Thc second hearing is published in the newspaper. The
rd hearing is rcuiblcd at a General Meeting.
Ik-raid questioned Clause Number 2 which states, A per-
i who is not a member enrolled on the Akwesasne Mem-
ship Rolls may reside in the Territory Of Akwesasne if that
son is: a) a dependent child in the custody of a member
idi ng in the Territory of Akwesasne; b) in possession of a
sidency Permit issued by the Membership Board.
-1arv David explained if a woman comes back from a
rricd status, she is a member but nof enrolled. She will
;d a Residency Permit; Council needs to know who is
ng on our reservation. . •
homas Francis asked who will be enforcing this Law.

ke said when the Membership Board makes the decision
d it goes before the Police, they have to enforce it. If the
rson docs not want to leave the police will enforce it.
V1CR 1: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by John
'.ore, to formally initiate the ratification procedure for the
>idency Law, as per attached. Carried.

Swearing in of Justice of Peace - Jovce King-Mitchell
ke stated that it started one year ago. The Department of
ian Affairs was requested to provide us with a certain
ount of funds to train Justices and Justices of the Peace.
u Dagenais worked with the lawyers at McGill University.
women started the course and one graduated. Joyce King-

tchcll was introduced. Cece Square administered theOath
Office to Joyce with Council looking on.
VI ike stated that a good thing has happened in our commu-
y. When something like this happens, we all rise and shake
ir hand, the Council was then led by the women to
igratulate Joyce King-Mitchell for her achievement.
oyce as Justice Committee Coordinator then passed out
Codes of Offenses and Procedures of Justice for the

ihawk Nation at Akwesasne. This wasan updated version;
icn the committee goes before the community we have to
ike sure they are fully briefed and understand the Code.
ce is confident enough to go before the community. It is
language and the specifics that still need to be improved.

vlike stated the biggest concern is that Mohawk Council
already progressed that far. Council does not want our

sent system phased out We need to show this in the Justice
tern we have now. A meeting will be set up between the
ticc Committee Council.

From the Floor A Cornwall Island resident informed
uncil that he would like to continue to level the land under
bridge and finish clearing it. He states he has been given
ard time by the Seaway. Mike stated that this Council
ces to give him that land toclear. Mikeasked him to come
the office on Monday to meet with Angie to fill her in on
at exactly it is he wants. Then it will be taken up with the
away.

nstoms Renovations Mike stated that he had previously
d he didn't want to see anything move in this area until we
uld sec our other concerns addressed. ADM Yvon Charle-
s asked for a job showing. This does not mean that it will
built right away. ,

At the job showing, our Mohawk contractors went down
d looked at it. Mike had encouraged Mohawk contractors
;et involved so that we can keep our hands in it. As far as
community is concerned, nothing will be started until we

n have meetings in which we tell them our border crossing
hts will be assured and our police force will be expanded.
Mike met with Andy Lalonde, Manager of Cornwall Port
thority, about a month ago in Ottawa. Mike informed him
our position; we want a total review. The rights of our
mmunity members have to be guaranteed. When our flag
mes, it is to go up on the right of way between the two
d g e s . ' •. ;.

aims Ti m reported on the U.S. land claims. Richard
ibel received a letter that stated as of May 2,1989, Bids of
Ie will be received on disputed lands including
)gansburg. On Monday, April 3, the Tribal lawyers along
th the Mohawk Nation will be filing an injunction to stop
sales. Harry Sasc he reported to Tim that this part of what
;oing on is with the Tribe and Nation. Harry will be doing
ve-page document support letter to send, Tim Colter feels
t this move made by Franklin County is going to
;ngthen the claims. .

Dundee Land Claims Tiro reported our lawyer, Robin
Pratt, needs more direction on where to go from here. Mike
stated that for about three years, we have been kicking around
this issue of our land claims. The DundeeLand Claims can
only be settled if the Mohawks tate time and do proper
research and defense. We invited elders to come in with
papers. We all agree we need to do this research. We start on
it, but we never finish. Mike feels the whole claim could be
challenged, and we need to get on solid ground. The commu-
nity and Council need this kind of information on hand as we
go to court.

Mike went on to explain the sole basis for the Canadian
claim is that there was a meeting held in St. Regis on February
26,1888, where the majority of those people who were at that
meeting voted to surrender. The Canadian Government
cannot tell how many people were at that meeting. We do
know, at that time, there were people on the islands, and there
was a sickness going around. We are certain that in 1888, in
the middle of the winter, it would have been impossible for
the majority of the adult residents over 21 to have gathered at
the meeting hall in the Village of St Regis for a meeting on
land surrender. We need to start from there.

Mike would like a one-month leave of absence so that he
can go out and coordinate this effort with the elders. We have
to have the interpreted in Mohawk as well as in English.
Mike's approach is that we will educate the community as we
go along.

MCR 2: Moved by Lloyd Benedict, seconded by Billy
Sunday, To grant the Grand Chief Mike Mitchell a working
leave of absence for the month of May, to spearhead the
research that has to be conducted concerning Dundee claims.
CARRIED.

MCR 3: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by John
Lazore, To appoint Lloyd Benedict Acting Grand Chief for
the month of May. CARRIED.

Education Portfolio The Board and Council had a meeting
with the Regional Office of Indian Affairs - Areas that need
to be politicized more are: Language Curriculum Develop-
ment & Instruction, Summer School, Full Day kindergarten,
Guidance Counseling, New School. Things that were re-
solved: Freedom School - An agreement will have to be
formed so that the students will be on the Akwesasne Mo-
hawk Board of Education's nominal roles; Adult Education.

Hilda spoke of upping the grade of salary for the teachers.
Angie pointed out that the teachers have until the end of May
to notify the Board of their intentions regarding leave or stay
with Board for employment. To date we have seven teachers
that already have a job or are leaving to go back to their
homes.

Mike pointed out that the teachers would like to have some
security. A counter offer needs to include some benefits.
Mike would like Francis to get involved in this matter. Hilda
mentioned they would like a medical and fringe benefits
package looked into. Mike needs information from Francis
on what needs to be done for a new package.

Personnel discussion was off the record.
MCR 4: Moved by Gerald Sharrow, seconded Mary

David, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne hereby
accepts the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to
hire Kennedy Garrow as a Truck Driver as a result of the
interviews held on Monday, March 20,1989. Starting salary
shall be $7.50 per hour with an employee evaluation to be
completed after a three month probationary period. Starting
date is scheduled of Letter of Offer to the successful
candidate. CARRIED.

MCR 5: Moved by John Lazore, seconded by Tim Th-
ompson, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne agrees to
open an account at the Bank of Montreal, Pitt & Second
Street, Cornwall, Ontario for the Christmas Basket Fund
Committee.

That both Martha Mitchell and Rebecca Papineau be
authorized to sign on Council's behalf. That interest be paid
on this account according to the terms of Council's currently
in force Banking Contract with the Bank of Montreal.
CARRIED.

MCR 6: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by Lloyd
Benedict, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne accepts
the recommendation that the Institute of Environmental
Research Inc. of Toronto, undertake a feasibility study to
determine the viability of constructing a Small Business
Centre (incubator Mall), in Akwesasne. The completed study
will cost a total of $52,925.00

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne respectfully requests
that the Native Community Branch fund 75% of the cost of
the study which is the amount of $39,693.75. The Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne will fund the remaining 25% of
$ 13,2311.25 from Economic Development funds through the
ICHRS Program or through the Community Futures
Program. CARRIED.

MCR 7: Moved by Lloyd Benedict, seconded by Angie
Barnes, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne retain the
firm Lang Michener Lash Johnston, Barristers & Solicitors
for the purpose of services for the case of Payable Duty at the
Canada/United States Border.

The retainer fee will be $ 10,000.00 against whjch to apply
honorarium and expenses.

The Firm will be responsible for contacts with the prosecu-
tor and local witnesses, as well as research on general
constitutional and international law issues. CARRIED.

MCR 8: Moved by Gerald Sharrow, seconded by Tim
Thompson, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne hereby
accepts the recommendation of the Hiring Committee tor
Home Support Program to hire Mae Bigtree as a Home
Support Worker. Starting salary is set at $14,560.00 No
probation period shall be required as Mrs. Bigtree has been on
as a full-time substitute since August 1988. CARRIED.

MCR 9: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by John
Lazore, Adopt the Program of Proposed Expenditures for
Roadway Improvements in the 1989 calendar year as per
attached. '

This program is submitted to the Ministry of Transporta-
tion of Ontario to show how the M.T.O. subsidy dollars are
spent CARRIED.

MCR 10: Moved by Tim Thompson, seconded by Angie
Barnes, To rescind M.C.R. No. 704 dated March 14,1989,
and replace with new M.C.R. CARRIED.. / • ;•

MCR 11: Moved by Lynn Roundpoint, seconded by Tim
Thompson, That the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne agrees -
to open an account at the Bank of Montreal, Pitt & Second
Street, Cornwall, Ontario, for the Mohawk Lifeline System.

That any two of the following be authorized to sign on
Council's behalf: Mary Thompson, Monica Jacobs, Francis
Sam, Denise Collins.

That interest be paid on mis account according to the terms
of Council's currently in force Banking Contract with the
Bank of Montreal. The Chief Administrative Officer signa-
ture or Comptroller's must be on eacticheck. CARRIED.

MCR 12: Moved by Lloyd Benedict, seconded by Lynn
Roundpoint, To approve the following recommendation of
the Akwesasne Tobacco Licensing Commission..

As the Licensing Commission recommends that the fire
disaster fund be released as the need arises.

The Commission, therefore, recommends that the recipi-
ents of a $500.00 donation be to the family of: Mr. & Mrs.
Thomas Jock, RR#1, St Regis, Quebec H0M1A0. CAR-
RIED.

MCR 13: Moved by Lloyd Benedict, seconded by Angie
Barnes, To accept the General Meeting Minutes of February
25; 1989, as per attached. CARRIED.

MCR 14: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by Thomas
Francis, May 14,1989, designated as a day of appreciation
for our elders. CARRIED.

MCR 15: Moved by Billy Sunday, seconded by John
Lazore, To initiate a change in renaming Snye to "Little
River" or the Mohawk name, Ni Ka Nien Ta Ra'. . . A
CARRIED.

Road Name Change Mike will go on the radio to discuss the
changing of theRiver Road. This will be put on hold unti} next
General Meeting as discussions on the issue are still going on.

Notation: Harbour Road will stay the same.
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
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"Cut Grass First Class"

SNAPPER

H.V.FJX BULL HEAD FEED

The Hogansburg Vol. Fire DepL would like to thank the
Community and surrounding areas for their enormous support
by attending our 10th annual Bull Head Feed, April 9,1989 at
station #3, Snye, The Department served up a total of 902
dinners! Proceeds from this years event are greatly appreciated
and needed. To name a few items, we plan to purchase
CHARKETE KNIT PBI HOODS for our Firemen, a needed
addition to our fire attire. TASK FORSE NOZZELS for the fire
hoses and additional pocket pagers for those Firemen who
haven't been issued one yet. Thank you to Akwesasne Fuels,
Snye for their generous donation of 2 propane tanks for our
stoves. Thanks to Chucky Tarbell, Nancy Terrance and Marga-
ret Laf ranee for their monetary donations as well. "Thank you"
to Isabel McDonald and again to Margaret Laf ranee for making
that wonderful fried bread!! A very special thanks goes to our
Ladies Auxiliary for without their assistance and input there
would be only fish on our menu. A "big" thank you to the men
of the department and all those who are too numerous to
mention for their endless hours of cleaning 1600 lbs. of Bull
head. Last but not least "Thanks" again to you the community,
you make it happen!!
Sincerely,

Hogansburg Vol. Fire Dept.
Dennis M. Phillips Capt
Station #3, Snye

PRESS RELEASE

Institute for Social Ecology
Summer Program 1989
Contact Person: Paula Emery
802^54-8493.
^.O. Box 89, Dept. P
Plainfield, Vermont 05667

The Institute for Social Ecology will celebrate its fifteenth year
of operation this coming summer by offering its most exciting
summer semester ever. Dr. Daniel Chodorkoff, Executive
Director and Institute co-founder, noted the significance of the
upcoming anniversary. "As we enter our fifteenth year we can
look back with pride upon the impact that the Institute's work
has had on the ecology movement and on thousandsof individu-
als around the world. We have pioneered educational programs
in the areas of community technology, bio-regional agriculture,
community health, social ecological theory, ecology and spiri-
tuality and eco-feminism. Our educational approach is a unique
blend of rigorous scholarship and experiential learning with an
emphasis on praxis, the interaction between theory and prac-
tice. Over the years the Institute has provided training and
technical assistance to the Akwesasne Mohawks of upstate
New York, Hispanic community development groups on New
York's JLowerEast Side, a small farmers' union in Puerto Rico,
low-income Verrnonters, and Mayan Indians in the highlands
of Chiapas, Mexico."

Chodorkoff went on to note that the Institute's upcoming
summer semester, beginning on June 10th and ending on Aug.
7th, should be it's most stimulating yet. The Institute will be
offering four programs on the campus of Goddard College in
Plainfield, Vermontcthe 4-week "Ecology and Community
Program", featuring a comprehensive curriculum in the full
range of studies encompassed by social ecology; the 2-week
"Design and Sustainable Communities Program", focused on
land-use planning, architecture, design and alternative technol-
ogy; and "Sense of Self, Sense of Place" a ten-day wilderness
experience. All of these programs are available for College
credit. The summer semester will also serve as the stalling point
for the innovative "Social Ecology M.A. Program", offered in
affiliation with Goddard College.

Institute co-founder Murray Bookchin, a prophetic voice in the
ecology movement for almost thirty years and author of fifteen
books on topics related to social ecology, will be offering two
courses this summer in the "Ecology and Community Pro-
gram*'. One feature other prominent educators and activists
including Dr. Ynestra King, a noted eco-feminist; Native
American activists John Mohawk and Ron LaFrance; invests
gative journalist Peter Barry Chowka, an expert on health
issues; Margot Adler of National Public Radio, who will offer
a workshop on ecology and spirituality; and other well-known
figures in the ecology movement.

Dr. Chodorkoff encourages anyone interested in obtaining
more information concerning the Institute for Social Ecology
and its programs to contact him at P.O. Box 89, Plainfield,
Vermont 05667, or by phone at (802) 454-8493. He suggests
that people act soon if they would like to participate in the
summer semester, as space is limited. He also noted that, 'The
coining decades will undoubtedly present a continuing need for
the creative approaches developed by the Institute, and the key
to the implementation of those approaches will be educated."

PROGRAM DATES:
Design and Sustainable Communities: June 11 - June 24
Ecology and Community: June 24-July 23
Sense of Self/Senseof Place: July 25 - August 5
M,A. Program in Social Ecology: July 1989 - August 1990

Mow with Snapper,
where first class results

are measured
by the yard.

If you have more important
things to do than putter ,
around the yard, move up to
a Snapper With state-oMhe-
art features and options that
thoroughly out-class all of
the competition. Including
electric key start, easy to
handle catchers, and our
patented Hi-Vac*
mowing system for
ah impeccably mani-

As Low As
$
Per
month

cured look. All of which
means you spend less time
on the lawn and more time
on yourself See your
Snapper dealer for details
on our 2-year limited war-
ranty and lifetime limited
warranty on the mower
housing Snap-Credit makes

it easy to join the
millions of satisfied
Snapper users40PO

It's a snap with a Snapper.

Sno-Parts
Unlimited

(518)358-9504
FT.COVINGTON RD. BOMBAY

Fish's
IGA

Chateaugay St.
Ft. Covington, N.Y. ^

20% OFF ON CRNHDIRN M0NEV

Mohawk Plumbing
Water Scftners Water Tkaters Water Tumps Salt

ABS, PVC, CPVC, & COPPER PIPE

1 Piece Fiberglass KOHLER
B a t h t i l b (White Only)

Reg. $419,00 Sale $289,99

KLEIN Bolt Bags 10% off)
KLEIN Ironworkers tools in Stock

State Road Rt 37 Akwesasne
MIKE SWAMP 358-4856

For Sale
NEUJ CHN0N-NP1

COPIER
215

CRLL INDIHN TIME
575-2063
358-9531

LIST FOR $3995. NOW $3500.00

The General Motors
Aluminum Recycling Plant

bordering the western side of Akwesasne is being dis-
mantled by work crews. The source of environmental con-
taminants, the dross plant was twice the target of bomb
attacks in the early 80's. It won't be missed.
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