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Introduction To
Creation Story

When you read this Iroquois Mohawk Creation
Story, I hope that you will bear in mind that all races
of the world have Creation stories. This particular one
belongs to the Mohawk.

The Creator gave it to us. It is not a garage sale or se-
cond hand story, it is Mohawk through and through.
Sometimes, it is funny and hard to believe! If it is fun-
ny then laugh. The one thing I ask you to do is realize
that the Creation Story of all races of people through
out the world are equally as funny and hard to believe
as well. When human beings laugh the Creator is pleas-
ed. " • '• • ' • • • ' • . •

Mohawk Creation Story
It is said that in the beginning this earth planet was

covered with water. There was no place that could be
found that had a land mass. There were no human be-
ings nor were there any animals. Life however did ex-
ist, but only those animals and birds that were able to
survive in a water environment. Those birds and
animals that had webbed feet. It is said that
somewhere in the universes' solar system there ex-
isted another planet or world. This world did have
human life. This particular world is called Karoniake,
[the plate in the skyj. In this world there were plen-
tiful large fields of strawberries all over the place. Peo-
ple there lived in villages. Their houses were made
from the bark of trees. It is said that in Karoniake there
didn't appear to be any sun. In the middle of the
village grew a special tree. This tree is called the Tree
of Life. The Tree of Life had every imaginable fruit
growing on its branches. The Tree of Life was so
powerful that it radiated and luminated a light and that
light was the only light that acted like the sun for
Karoniake. Karoniake was always like the dusk or.the
dawn, never, really bright and never really too dark. It
was that tree that gave all life of Karoniake its power
and energy.

The people who inhabited Karoniake had a common
understanding that no one was ever to abuse or
mutilate the Tree of Life. It was also understood that
no one was to pick the fruits from the tree. The people
could eat the fruits from the tree, but they must;wait
until the fruits become ripe and fall to the ground. It is
then that the fruit can be gathered from the ground
and then eaten. .

The people of Karoniake were very much like we
are today. At the same time they were different,
because they had more spiritual and physical powers
than we do. It seems like they had greatly developed,
what scientists call E.S.P. [Extra Sensory Perception].
For instance if I wanted to go somewhere, I would be
able to use my thoughts and by doing so my being
would leave my body and travel. If I wanted the pencil
that sat across the room, all I would have to do is think
about the pencil and the pencil would move to my
hand.

The Elders said that ability was normal for the peo-
ple of Karoniake. As I continue the history Of creation,
keep in mind the description of the people of
Karoniake. It is even said that those people didn't have
to talk to one another as we do. They could just send
messages or communicate simply by thought/

There were many people in Karoniake. There was
this one woman and one man who lived together. I
suspect they were man and wife. The wife eventually
became pregnant. When a woman is pregnant she fre-
quently becomes moody. One of the major moods is
that of craving. The woman began to crave a drink of
mild tea, and she asked her husband if he would gather
the tiniest of root bark from the Tree of Life. This Tree
of Life grew in the middle of the village! The husband
was very mindful of the teachings in relationship to
the Tree so he was very reluctant to fulfill his wife's
request. The wife became furious with her husband's
reluctance and then ordered him to take the bark roots
from the sacred Tree of Life. The husband became
frightened of his shouting wife and immediately
jumped into action. He arrived at the sacred Tree and
at its base, he began to dig. The husband no sooner
began to dig, when the ground began to fall
downward like sand through an hour glass. The hus-
band upon witnessing this unnatural happening,
jumped up and noticed a deep hole. The hole was
about ten or so inches in diameter and it looked as if it
were bottomless. The husband did not succeed in his
mission and returned empty handed to his wife. She
immediately asked him where the bark root was. The
husband told his wife that the ground at the base of the
sacred Tree had begun to cave in when he dug and
there was no end to the hole. He went on to say that
he became frightened and gave up.

The wife became very angry and disappointed in her
husband. "I should have known not to send a weak
and lazy fool to do my job! I'll go and I will make my
own tea and I'll show you how it's done." The wife
set out in the direction of the villages' center, because
she didn't believe a word her husband said. When she
arrived at the sacred Tree, she was amazed to see that
what her husand said was true. Ever so curious, the
wife began to examine the hole. This is really
something, so she got down on her hands and knees to
really take a good look. Even that wasn't satisfactory,
so she stuck her head into the hole and she could see a
great void. She saw a long distance and at its end there
seemed to be a blackish green-blue color. "What could
that be?" she asked. As the wife was so busy examin-
ing this hole in the ground, she never realized that the
ground was steadily caving in. It was not until she
began falling into the hole that she realized what was
happening to her. She immediately tried to stop
herself from falling and she grabbed and grabbed, but
only managed to grab some seeds of the strawberry
plant and various seeds that had fallen from the Tree
of Life.

Grasping onto these various seeds she went tumbl-
ing down the hole in the sky world and into the seem-
ingly endless atmosphere, towards the earth complete-
ly covered with water. At this point, I shall say that
some elders say that her husband pushed her and
others say she just fell as I have described.

As the woman fell head over heels towards the
planet earth there happened to be a large flock of blue
herons flying just above the planet earth. As the blue
herons looked up they noticed this strange looking
figure falling through the sky. The blue herons became
curious and decided to get a closer look at this sky
woman. The birds noticed that this sky woman had no
webs between her fingers or her toes. The blue herons
then realized that this sky woman is not of their world
and that she will drown on the earth. The blue herons
then quickly had a meeting to decide what could be

done to aid this sky woman. The blue herons did
organize and interlocked their long wings together
thus the sky woman will gently fall onto their backs.
This did happen and now the next dilemma is what do
we do with the sky woman?

The blue herons then tried to take the woman back
to the sky world. The herons began to tire and soon it
was evident that there was no way to go any further.
The only recourse is down to the great waters of earth.
The herons decided that one of their number would
dive swiftly to the earth and seek help from the other
creatures of the great sea.

Upon the single herons arrival to the sea he began to
scream loudly summoning all the life of the sea. They
all responded and gathered to hear from the heron.
The heron told them all about the sky woman and that
she is not able to survive in the great sea. He then ask-
ed for ideas by which the creature of the sea, would aid
and save the life of the sky woman.

It was the great sea turtle who suggested that he
would remain afloat and the sky woman could be plac-
ed upon his back. Thus it was all agreed. The woman
was safely placed on the turtles back and all the
creatures of the sea were in awe as they observed the
sky Woman.

The sky woman noticed that in her clinched fists
were seeds from Karoniake, but the seeds needed soil
in order to grow. These seeds would become the food
for the sky woman.

The creatures of the sea of course were more than
. willing to assist the sky woman. The animals had a
meeting and the beaver said, "I have been to the bot-
tom of the sea, but I recall my grandfather saying that
at the bottom of the sea there could be found soil. I am
a great swimmer and my tail will push me to the bot-
tom of the sea.

So the beaver jumped from the back of the turtle in-
to the sea. Splash and down he went. He was gone an
unnatural length of time. All the other creatures were
in great suspense as they waited. After a very long
while the body of the beaver popped like an air filled
balloon out of the water. At the top of the water the
beaver's body lied completely motionless. The other
animals dove into the sea and retrieved the beaver's
body. They placed the beaver onto the turtle's back.
The beaver's body was ice cold and was not breathing.
The beaver had drowned, and never succeeded in
retrieving the soil from the bottom of the great sea.
Another meeting was held and this time the sea otter
said "I am a very fast swimmer, my body is slender
and quick. I shall retrieve the soil from the bottom of
the great sea." The otter dove with a splash into the
sea. All the animals waited and waited. The otter was
gone longer than the beaver. Suddenly the otter's
body popped out of the sea and he too was ice cold an
completely motionless. The otter's body was brought
onto the turtles back and there examined. The otter
was dead from drowning.

Again the animals of the sea held a meeting. The
muskrat, the smallest of all of the sea animals humbly
said "I don't know if I would succeed to retrieve the
soil at the botton of the sea. I am not too strong arid I
am not a really great swimmer, but if I don't try the
sky woman will not survive. I will make the attempt."

The musrkat dove into the sea. The muskrat was
gone so long, much longer than the beaver and otter.
Every one knew that surely by now the muskrat had
drowned. Just then a splash was heard and put of the
sea popped the lifeless body of the little muskrat. The
animals pulled his body onto the turtles back and
began to thoroughly examine him. His entire body was.
ice cold. "Wait" one animal said, "there is a very tiny
spot on his chest where it is warm."

So the animals of the sea pushed on the muskrats'
stomach and water gushed out. They pushed again and
again until the tiny muskrat opened his eyes to the
delight of all life. The muskrat opened his little black
paws and there were particles of soil from the bottom
of the sea. In the muskrat's mouth between his teeth
was more soil to be found. The muskrat was and still is
a great animal.

The muskrat gave the soil to the sky woman. The
sky woman placed the soil in the exact center of the
turtles' back. At this point I must ask you to give some
thought to the miracle of birth. For instance you can
take one kernel of corn and place it into the ground.
You add water to the ground and you wait for about a
week, you will see within that week green leaves
sprouting from that little kernel. You wait another
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three months and that little kernel of corn now stands
five or six feet high and is lush with large green leaves
pointing in every direction. Where and how did that
little kernel do that? Well that is called the miracle of
birth, our creator intended it to be so.

Sky woman now places the soil particles from under
the great sea on the turtles' back. Now the sky woman
begins to walk in a circle around the soil. Sky woman
begins to speak or chant the language of Karoniake. As
she walks in the circle she goes counter clock wise. As
sky woman does this the miracle of birth occurs. The
particles of soil begin to multiply over and over again.
As sky woman continues to chant and walk in a circle
the turtles back begins to grow. The turtles back gets
bigger and bigger. The soil is now more and it con-
tinues to multiply. Now it is possible for the sky
woman to have a place to plant the seeds from the
Tree of Life. Now she will have food to survive on.

From the turtles back comes the fertile earth. Time
passes on and now the sky woman is very swollen
from her pregnancy. The time comes near for her to
give birth. The land now has become very massive.
Sky woman goes into labor and gives birth to a healthy
baby girl.

Time again passes and the baby girl grows into a
young girl. Sky woman and her daughter are now the
only two human beings on the face of the earth. Sky
woman and her daughter were friends with all the
animal and bird life of the sea. It is said that sky
woman and her daughter were able to communicate
very easily with all the animals.

As the days passed by we must remember the world
of earth at that time was never bright. It was always
dusk. The young girl did become a young woman and
of course the sky woman continued to chant and walk
in the circle. The land mass of the earth was somewhat
flat with some rolling hills. The land grown so much
that it was no longer possible to see one end to the
other. The land of course was surrounded by water. It
is because of this fact that most of the native people in
present North America refer to the world as Turtle
Island.

One day the young woman was taking a long walk.
The young woman was a good distance from her
mother. As the young woman was walking she noticed
that there was a strange looking cloud that caught her
attention. Soon the cloud she saw took the form of a
human man. The man figure came close to the young
woman. The young woman didn't know what to do.
She became nervous and frightened. The young
woman then fainted and collapsed to the ground. As
the young woman was laying on the ground the man
was carrying two arrows with him. One arrow was
very well made and so straight. The other arrow was
somewhat warped and the arrow head was blunt. The
man then crossed the arrows and immediately the
wind began to blow exactly how the arrows were
crossed; one pointed to the east and its other end to
the west; one pointed to the north and it's other end
to south. From these directions the winds began to
blow. The wind of the north and cast would be
brothers and they will have duty and responsibility.
The wind of the west and south will be brothers and
together will be responsible to the earth and all life.
The man placed the crossed arrows on the body of the
young woman. In doing so the young woman began
her pregnancy. It is said that the man who appeared to
the young woman was one of the four sacred sky
dweller beings. The young woman did there after have
a vision. In her vision the creator told her she would
give birth to a set of twin boys. The creator said that
the twins would have great powers and that they
would bring identification, character and also help to
create more life on the earth world. The creator also
told the young woman that she would name the twins.
The first born will be called Ta Ron Iah Wa Kon. His
name means "He who enbraces or holds the sky." The
second one to be born will be named Sa Wis Ka Ra. 1
don't know the real translation at this time. The closes
I can come to the meaning of Sa Wis Ka Ra would be a
male person who is quick in movement and never able .
to finish or do well. He doesn't take the time needed
to dp a good job. It also reminds me of the wind that
comes and goes.

To be continued
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