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Friday, April 14th, an unidentified driver left the road and struck a
utility pole on St. Regis Road. The driver fled the scene. The New York
State Police are investigating the incident.
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! chva Lopez of Hawaii listens to Vine
Dclnria offer his ideas on Indian land
rights in Denver, April 16th, 1989.
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Indigenous Land Rights
Council
Press Release

In an ettbii 10 preserve, protect and restore the spiritual and
nviommcnial balance of the earth 34 native delegates and
heir legal advisors gathered together in Denver, Colorado,
\r.ril 14, is and 16, 1989.

•.The native nations and delegates at the Indigenous Land
Rights Conference unanimously agreed to vigorously pursue
their respective land rights as a means of securing the sur-
vival of Mother Earth and a peaceful future for the coming
generations.

The Western Shoshone, Ogalala Lakota, Rosebud Lakota,
Turtle Mountain Pembina Chippewa, Yupiit of
Alaska,Traditional Seminole, Onondaga, Mohawk, Seneca,
Native Hawaiian and Penobscot delegates have agreed to
expose, challenge and recover the loss of their native lands
as a result of the violation of our treaties, the land thefts of
the Indian Claims Commission and the extinguishing of our
rights by the United States legislative and judicial systems.

The delegates have observed with alarm the destruction of
the planet's forests, air and oceans. We feel an urgent need
to act. The native nations are the caretakers of the earth. If
we die so too willlife on this planet.

With this spirit of concern the delegates have agreed to
seek a return of traditional lands to our custody and care.

The delegates have agreed to lend each other support over
land rights issues. We have agreed to reach out to other na-
tions and peoples to assist in the securing of justice, the un-
doing of past wrongs, and to carry out whatever actions are

. necessary to stop the destruction of our earth, our universe.
The delegates have agreed to return to their respective

communites to share the information they have gathered
here in Denver.

The delegates ask all indigneous nations, as well as the
world community, to lend their support for the return of
lands and the restoration of balance to Mother Earth.
For more information call:

JoAnnTall
Lakota Nation
(605)867-5292

Juliane Wilkie
Turtle Mountain
(701)477-6451

Doug George-Kanentiio
Mohawk Nation
(518)358-9531

Oneida Representative
Troubled by Violent Threats

Raymond Halbritter called statements by members of the
>ncula and Kahnawake Warrior Societies (see I.T. Volume
i>H)" an incredible thing" and said the Warriors were proving

nil) correct. . . : ' "
This proves what we have been sayingall along,"Halbritter

ikl,'\Thal they stand for violence and will kill anyone who
4ands in iheir way." .

I lalbritter is the official representative of the Oneida Indian
Nation rew^m/ed by the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and New York State.

About 20 members of the Oneida and Mohawk Warrior
Societies met at the Oneida territory near Oneida, N.Y. March
11-12. Tho->c\\ amors who spoke described their philosophy as
one ot [lower by force exercised by the one with the most
weapons. ' •

'Combine v. hat they arc raying with what had taken place on
the Oneida territory the last year and a half," Halbritter
said,"and it demonstrates what they are all about."

•What they arc calling for is an end to the Great Tree of
Peace," he said,"If that falls, the Confederacy falls with it,"

"11 they arc permitted, ihey will rule every Indian homeland
by violence," Halbriuercontinued,"Itisaterribly violent future
the Indian people face if there is no law enforcement"

He said the w arrior philosophy is based on the idea that those
who are not with them arc against them. Therefore, Halbritter
said, the Society recognizes only its own members and lawless-
ness. . \ •" ...
"If you are outside their circle you are nothing", he said, with

that philosophy they can justify anything they do."
Halbritter continued," They don't recognize the U.S.- Cana-

dian border so they can justify smuggling Indians and cocaine
across the border into the U.S. They can justify selling coke
because there was never an Indian law against coke."
He said the recent agreement between the U.S. Department of

Justice and the city of Oneida requiring city police to go onto
Indian land to enforce laws leaves local warriors William
Bcglcn and Duane Markiewicz, also known as Donnie Marks,
only intimidation to force their rule on territory residents.

"Of course they (Marks and Beglen) don't want the police
there," Halbritter said," those perpetuating crimes yell the
loudest. I f they don' t want laws forced on them then I would tell
them,'Don't commit criminal act,'" he said."If they are inno-
cent they have nothing to fear. If they are guilty, they will
answer for their criminal acts."
Bcglcn told Canadian Indians Sunday that the three local
warriors will go to Canada to help warriors there in return for
help of Canadians here.

Ganienkeh Meets State on
Bingo Issue

Representatives from New York State and Ganienkeh
failed to reach an agreement on the operation of high stakes
bingo on the Mohawk settlement located near Altona, N.Y.

At a meeting held April 14 in Plattsburgh, N.Y. called for
by Ganienkeh the state refused to stop its court action aimed
at halting the bingo.

The state has initiated a lawsuit against the Ganienkeh
games. The suit is pending before the New York State
Supreme Court in Clinton, N.Y.
New York spokesman Robert Batson said he was interested

in finding a peaceful solution to the bingo controversy
although the Ganienkeh has resisted all attempts by the state
to enter the territory there.

Batson said one of the strategies being considered by the
state if it succeeded in winning a court decision would be to
prevent any tour busses from entering Ganienkeh.

Batson acknowledged Kahnawake natives Paul De-
laronde and Louis Hall were named in the lawsuit but said he
did not know of any criminal charges pending against the two
or warrants for their arrest being issued.

Batson admitted the legal efforts to stop the bingo
operation was slow but he said he was hopeful the issue could
be finally resolved soon.

Present at the Plattsburgh meeting .were lawyers retained
by Ganienkeh including Hans Walker. Mr. Walker has in the
past represented cigarette wholesaler EJias "Junior" Attea,
said to be a major supplier of cigarettes to Indians in this area.

Ganienkeh bingo spokesman Darrel Martin was
unavailable for comment at press time.

POLICE INTERCEPT SLOT
MACHINE RUNNER

HEADED FOR ^
A Long Island man is free today despite being caught by New
York troopers with $124,000 worth of illegal slot machines.

The man, Henry C. Watts, 24, of 2 Grove SL, Coram, N,Y,
was arrested by the state police in Potsdam, N.Y. after they
were told of the transport by an anonymous informer.

The slots were destined for Akwesasne foruse by an as yet
unidentidified individual. ?

Watts was taken to Potsdam vUlage justice Thomas
Wheeler where he was released without bail to appear at a
later date.

The slot machines remain in the possession of the police.
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Kariwate Mitchell & Troy Thompson, Science Fair Trophy Winners of A.MS.
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Kyle and Kari Boots Bronze Award Winners.
AKWESASNE MOHAWK SCHOOL

PARTICIPATE IN SCIENCE FAIR COMPETITION
For the first time ever, students from the Akwesasne Mohawk School participated in the regional United Counties Science
Fair in Cornwall on April 15 and several of them walked away winners. For their project entitled "Wolves", Kariwate
Mitchell and Troy Thompson won the Freudenberg Nonwovens Inc. trophy for the best project in Zoology and Kari and
Kyle Boots won a Bronze award for their project on bubble gum.
A total of 14 students (8 projects) from A.M.S. participated in the regional Fair. These students were the top winners at the
A.M.S. Science Fair held on March 10. Besides the project winners, two students from A.M.S. won third place awards in
the Wall Display Competition. They were Christopher Benedict, Grade 2 and Donald White, Grade 4.
There were approximately 120 entries in the United Counties Science Fair this year and these were the best science
projects from schools all across S.D. and G. This means that A.M.S. students were competing against the best in S.D.and
G., and they ranked among the top of them.
All grade 6,7, and 8 students at A.M.S. were required to do a science project as part of their science curriculum this year.
Such project allowed students to study a scientific topic of their own choice and in as much depth as they wished. The
culmination of the project is an oral and visual presentation in what is commonly known as a Science Fair. Working on the
a science project helps students develop their creativity, critical thinking and deductive reasoning skills. As well, they gain
experience in learning how to research a given topic, and how to organize information and present it both visually and
orally..

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
GM/SUPERFUND UPDATE
April 18,1989
The Environmental Health Department of the St. Regis
Mohawk Health Services giving the community a brief
update on work at the general Motors Central Foundry
Division Superfund site. The Superfund process is progress-
ing steadily toward a ROD (Record of Decision) for clean up
of the site,
The Remedial Investigation Phase I and II were completed
and conditionally approved in November of 1987. The pur-
pose of the Remedial Investigation is: 1. To determine the
nature and degree of contaminant migration off site and
related environmental impacts and public health hazards. 2.
To more fully characterize the waste deposited at the site and
consequent onsite contamination. 3. To better delineate the
extent of the lagoons, sludge pits (since back filled) and
existing industrial landfill with respect to the local topo-
graphic and geologic settings.
The approval of the Remedial Investigation was conditional
on GM performing river sediment sampling in the unknown
tributary, SL Lawrence and Racquette Rivers to help deter-
mine me location of contaminant hotspots downriver from
the GM plant, GM's contractor took some river sediment
samples in mid-March of 1989 with the assistance of Mo-
hawk guides. This information should help determine how
much and how far contaminants such as PCB's are moving
from the GMsate downriver into Akwesasne.
This infonnatibh will he incorporated into a Feasibility

Study, the next stage in the Superfund process currently
underway. The Feasibility Study (FS) stage began with the
conditional approval of the RI in November of 1987. The
Feasibility Study objectives are: 1 .To determine the need for
remedial measures to mitigate the existing and potential
impacts of the contaminants on the air, groundwater, surface
water, biota and soil resources in the vicinity of the site. 2. To
develop a set of viable remedial actions for the GM Central
Foundry Division site and to evaluate the costs appropriate-
ness and applicability of these control actions. 3. To recom-
mend the most appropriate remedial action alternative to
mitigate (remedy) the potential threats from those contami-
nants that are contained onsite. 4. To develop a workable
conceptual design for the recommended remedial action:
The Feasibility Study is to be completed by the end of May
of 1989. At this time the Environmental health Program will
review the plan to determine whether the clean up remedy
selected will be the best method for removing or treating all
of the hazardous waste on and. offsite of the GM plant. The
EPA will hold a public comment period of 60 days and public
meetings at this time also. This public comment period is an
important time for all the people of Akwesasne to express
their concerns on the clean up proposals for the GM Super-
fund site and surrounding areas. The contamination from GM
is not a local Racquette Point problem. The movement of
contaminants into the river, sediments, fish, wildlife and air
has spread this problem throughout our community and into
neighboring areas. A strong showing of involvement and
concern by people of Akwesasne will have much more
impact on the Record of Decision (ROD) clean up remedy.
Further progress reports will update the community as the
superfund process continues.
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