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<4 Vanier, Ontario man was injured in an accident at the traffic circle near U.S.
Customs Tuesday evening. Massena State Police said his cargo of 1,000 pound
paper rolls shifted and caused his rig to tip over. The driver was not seriously
injured and was taken to Hotel Dieu Hospital in Cornwall by Akwesasne Rescue.
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Evictions At Kahnawake
Two Kahnawake residents accused by community members
there of selling cocaine were evicted from that community
ojn April 9. . . ' . - • . . ' ;

According to Kenneth Deere of the Mohawk Nation
ffice Bvelyn Johnson and Tom Lahache were brought be-

fore a people's tribunal after they had been accussed of sell-
g cocaine to two Kahnawake residents.
The persons making the charges had their identities pro-

xted for security Deere said.
Sources at Kahnawake said the accused denied the charg-

ed but were found guilty by the people at a clan session and
r :moved from the community.

Kahnawake's regular police force, the Peacekeepers, were
•A the April 9 meeting as were members of the Mohawk
Council of Kahnawake but sources said neither group ex-
ectcd to be witnesses to the evictions. .

The Peacekeepers refused to comment on the removal of
Lahache and Johnson . Although they did not take part in
t ic removal although they observed the procedings.

Mr. Deere said the trial was well attended by the commu-
r ity arid apparently supported by the people there.
Johnscn and Lahache did riot resist the eviction procedings

;:nd left peacefully Deere said.
The entire trial was overseen by community leaders with

t ic warriors asked to carry out the eviction.
Attempts to contact Ms. Johnson and Mr. Lahache for

t icir statements were unsuccessful.
On April 12 Ms. Johnson returned to Kahnawake in defi-

i nee of her eviction by the Warrior Society. The Mohawk
Council of Kahnawake went into an emergency meeting to
(iscuss the situation.

No attempt had been made by the Warriors to evict
Johnson as of press time.

MCA Chief To Stand
Trial

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Chief Mike Mitchell
ias been ordered to stand trial in Ontario Provincial
ourt on charges of smuggling, failure to pay duty,
md failure to file the proper documentation for duty
laynicnts. •

Mitchells trial date was set for September 25, 1989,
•)>• Judge Michael J. Fitzpatrick on April 6. He faces a
•naximum penalty of S25,OO0 fine or imprisonment of
i\ e years under each charge of found guilty. A charge
>f removal of seized goods was dropped after it was
kiermined the goods in question had never actually
x-cn seized.

Readers may recall the March 22, 1988, protest that
wrought an estimated 500 Mohawks through the
border to protest the Canadian Government's policy
>n border crossing rights of Native Americans. Chief
viitchell drove through Canadian Customs in a 1986
ihevrolet pickup truck containing a washing machine,
blankets, motor oil and groceries. He was arrested by
RCMP Constable Daniel Quientelat the base of the
lanadian span of the bridge in Cornwall, Ontario, but

proceeded to his destination in Tyendinega.
In an interview with Indian Time, Chief Mitchell

aid he asked for a trial by judge because of the
echnkal nature of his defense. "Technical evidence

can't move a jury. This case goes much deeper."
We asked for a September trial date to give us more

time in the archives to research our case. We intend to
make this a national issue. The Assembly of First Na-
tions has agreed to help us collect evidence from other
tribes."

Mitchell feels the case will force Canada to
recognize the right of free border crossing of native
people. "All our concerns are on the line here. It's an
important issue. This border will still be here long
after we're gone."

Akwesasne Man to Stand
Trial for Murder

Judge Michael J. Fitzpatrick has determine'd that
there is sufficient evidence for Edward 'Papineau of
Cornwall Island to stand trial for the murder of Brian
Degonzaque-Hall. The decision was handed down at a
preliminary hearing on March 31, 1989.

Although no details of the prosecution's evidence
have been released, Papineau's lawyer, Pat Rudden
says he is optimistic they can get an acquital when the
case goes to court.

The Court Registrar's office told Indian Time that a
tentative date of November 14, 1989 has been chosen
for the start of the trial, but another case may
postpone it until a later date.

Cecilia Square swears in Joyce King-Mitchell.

Joyce King-Mitchell New
Justice of the Peace

On April 1st, 1989, Joyce King Mitchell took the
oath of office as Justice of the Peace to serve the
Akwesasne Community. She follows two other
Akwesasne Natives who had also chosen this venue;
John Sharrow of CornwallTsland and Cecilia Square of
St. Regis.

Joyce was sworn in at the St. Regis Recreation Hall
by Justice of the Peace Cecilia Square and witnessed by
the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne (MCA); Grand
Chief and Councillors, family, friends and community
members.

Justice King-Mitchell received her judicial education
through a Mohawk Council of Akwesasne training pro-
gram under Rita Deganais, LegalCouncil for the MCA.
This training along with other courses of study and in-
dependent research have given Justice King-Mitchell a

- firm background in her chosen field.
King-Mitchell has the support of her family and

friends. Long hours of training and study took her
away from home but their never ending support has
allowed her to accomplish her goal! :

Akwesasne needs people such as Jpyce who will
help develop a fair and honest judicial process at
Akwesasne and keep the integrity of the Community
and the justice position high and safe.

Akwesasne Freedom
School Bingo The Latest
Victim of 'Big Bucks"

Competition
The Akwesasne Freedom School is announcing the

official closing,of its Friday night bingo. It has been in
operation for two years and was mainly used to cover
operating expenses of the school that parents' fun-
draising didn't cover. (The A.F.S. is a non-profit Alter-
native School; anything that is made goes right back
ipto the school).

We are howing out because we can't compete with
the individual, private, commercial bingos. They are
making a big profit and so offer larger prizes to the
players which we can't make. We are the first small
bingo to be pushed out of the business by the big. for-
profit bingos and hope the other small bingos that
aren't for profit (i.e. firemen's, St. Regis Rec. Hall,
church) aren't pushed out all together, Bingo is one of
the best fund-raisers and that is the main reason why it
is. used. Plus people really enjoy playing.

We would like to thank all those people who have
supported us in the past by playing bingo and would
also like to remind everyone that we have fundraisers
going on for the resl of the year, especially our big fun-,.,
drainer, the Survival Race and Annual Dinner, held
Aug. 12 & 13, 1989. Also on this date auctions, socials
and other athletic contests are held.

The Freedom School is now looking for alternative
means of support. It is a shame that it is the businesses,
that are non-profit, and doing a great public service
that are suffering the most from these big. for profit
gambling institutions. What's even more frustrating is
that they're not licensed at all with the tribe, so not
only are they illegal, but the Tribal Council doesn't
collect any revenue from them. But this is something
Akwesasne will either live with, or change. This is
progress, folks.
(Editor's note: Onkwe Bingo, Burn's Casino, Billy's
Bingo, Hart's Palace, Golden Nugget, Bear's Den, and
T.V.I, are not licensed or regulated by a recognized
government at Akwesasne. Mohawk Bingo Palace,
however, is licensed with the tribe and does issue
periodic financial and managerial reports. A percen-
tage of the profits is turned over to the tribe's general
fund.)
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Mohawk Council Of Akwesasne Flag Unfurled
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne raised its own flag over the St. Lawrence Seaway building on

Kawenokowanenne April 12 to demonstrate native sovereignty over Mohawk lands. The MCA had asked
the Seaway administrators to recognize Mohawk rights by flying the purple and white banner but when the
bureaucrats declined to do so the Council decided to take the intiative, much to the pleasure of the 100
people witnessing the event. .

Warrior Society Meets
On Nation

*. • •. . FACTION THREATENS TO WIPE
OUT OPPONENTS

By Dale Seth
Dispatch Staff Writer

ONEIDA — About 20 members of the Indian War-
rior Society, outlawed for many years by the Six Na-
tions of the Haudenosaunee, met Saturday and Sunday
on the 32-acre Oneida Indian Territory to discuss
what organizers said was police intrusion on. Indian
land,

William Beglen, a nation resident and one of the
organizers of what he called "a unity meeting," said
warriors from Canada, Wisconsin and New York were
present representing factions of the Oneida and
Mohawk Nations.

Beglen said the list of priorities for future action
reviewed by the group carried important points. The
list called for the warriors to-.
— Set deadlines to begin action,
— Mobilize men from other territories,
— Tell residents they must follow the warriors'
decrees or leave the Territory,
— Meet force with force in the event of any outside in-
tervention,
— Call on the Chiefs at Onondaga to hold a Grand
Council and
— Organize monthly meetings.

Dan, a Mohawk from Kahnawake Reservation near
Montreal who refused to give his surname, said the
.Warriors' philosophy i$ one of "peace through,
power," and Territory residents will abide by the war-
riors interpretations of the Indian Great Law or be
"wiped out."

"That is something the U.S. Government should
understand," he said. "The U.S. Constitution is built
on that. They got the idea from us."

Dart said residents of this and other Indian lands will
have no alternative but to live by the law the warriors
prescribe and remain peaceful.

"If we have more weapons, we have the power, " he
said. "If they don't keep in line wi'ii ..iiu cW-m out
It's as simple as that."

Beglen said Oneida City Policy have no right to go
onto the Territory to enforce the law, regardless of the
recent agreement between the I".S. justice Department
and the city requiring police law enforcement on the
Territory.

"We don't need your police coming IK re," he said
"We can enforce our own laws

"(City Police Chief John) McCkllan was forced into
saying he'd come on here," Beglen said 1 don't think
he wants to, but we had to tell him if he did. we'd ar-
rest him."

McCIell'an was away from his office this morning
and could not be reached for comment.

"We don't want your government forced on us, "
Beglen said. "They wrap it up in fancy words like 'its
•for'our protection," but if this is democracy in the
U.S., we don't want it."

Angus Hemlock, also a Mohawk from Kahnawake,
said the warriors do not recognize the border between
the U.S. and Canada because they do not recognize the
government of the two countries.

"The imaginary line between the I S and Canada is
the only thing that divide our people," he said.

But Hemlock said he was not bothered by the fact
that the Oneida Territory was represented by only
three Territory residents.

"That's what we're here for," he said, "to bring
everyone together."

One Territory resident not at the meeting said
32-Acres residents did not go to the meetings or leave
their homes while the others were on the Territory
because of fear far their safety and of reprisals.

Mayor Army Carinci said he wants to digest reports
of the meeting and see what effect may be felt by the
city before commenting.
Source: The Oneida Daily Dispatch — March 1989-

Band Chief Supports
Banishment For

Drug Dealers
By Alexander Norris

of The Gazette
Kahnawake Grand Chief Joseph Norton supports

Sunday's banishment of two accused drug dealers
from the Mohawk community — even though the
decision was made in the longhouse, a body that has
no authority in Canadian law.

"A lot of people may say that it wasn't done accor-
ding to provincial and Canadian law, and therefore it's
illegitimate," Norton conceded in a telephone inter-
view.

"But as far as the people of the community are con-
cerned...and as far as I'm concerned, it's legitimate for
us."

The Iqnghouse — a body whose unelected members
make decisions by "consensus" rather than by voting
— rivals Norton's elected band council for authority
on the reserve.

Still, Norton's only criticism yesterday of its
members* decision to banish accused cocaine dealers
Evelyn Johnson and Thomas Lahahce for life was that
he'd like tp see a more "formalized" procedure next
time such a situation arises.

Mfa requires putting something down on paper," he
said.

Under Canadian law. Kahnawake's local police, the
Peacekeepers, would be expected to investigate allega-

tions of drug trafficking on the reserve and make any
arrests — not the community's radical Warrior Socie-
ty, whose .'members summoned Johnson and Lahache
to the langhouse for the "trial."

Nonetheless, Norton defended the manner in which
Johnson and Lahache were arrested, tried and con-
victed.

"In terms of apprehending people for traffic control
and the day-to-day application of the law, that's the
responsibility of the Peacekeepers," Norton said.

"But as far as this area (drugs) is concerned, the law
of Canada... and the law of the Peacekeepers are not
sufficient to carry out that responsibility."

The Mohawk chief maintained that "in any society,
when the collective rights and collective well-being of
the community are being affected, the law in effect
doesn't always apply — the institutions that arc sup-
posed to adjudicate can't always do it."

If drug selling starts again, he added, "I guess we'll
have to do the same thing in the future."

Longhouse spokesman Peter Diome also defended
the decision yesterday. Undercover "buyers" sent by
the longhouse confirmed allegations that Johnson and
Lahache were selling drugs, he said, and further
lifetime banishments will he ordered for any other
drug dealers caught in the act.

"We arc not going to tolerate these people playing
with the lives of our children," he said.

While admitting she sold cocaine for two months
last fall, Johnson denies having sold drugs to anyone
Sunday. She maintains she was not given the benefit of
a fair trial. -
S»une: The Gazette April 10, 1989.
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