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INDIAN TIME
...Networking Iroquois Communities
• ••is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk jieople
and eventually all Iroquois communities. .-''. . ••.•.•••..-..:
Our editorial "policy is this: > :,v ,
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reportingnews and information
from all skies and view points to pro|jerlv represent all people
of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting Us with the facts,
nothing but (lie facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment'on community issues, as long as
these article's are not inflammatory, or halefuLIf,someone in-
sists on putting their fool in iheir mouth, we may help them by
printing iheir words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN TIME as a
community service We can disagree on prihcijjle and agree t<»
disagree in general, but we have to live together and we face
the same problems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to jnfpnn.you.
possible enieriain you. and help your group of fainijy, and to
pay respeci to comi'uunilv people. . >..; ' : :
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PKIJN!TI-:r> AT :
Winrheslcr Print. Winchester, Ont i n o
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Office: Akwesasne \otes, Akwesasne . ••' " .
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Editorial

Tri—Council
Akwesasne's Best Chance

: Akwesasne has weathered many crisis throughout its
history, many caused by outside elements but now a id then
we find ourselves in the midst of controversy stemming from
internal causes. Over the past few months our people have
Watched as our councils try to exercise some type of control
over economic development here. The councils have determin-
ed that since the business community exists because of our
collective native rights they have a lawful obligation to follow
the will of the people as expressed through their respective
council.

The resistance to this effort has been so far successful sinde
it appears the. business people, in particilar the
retailers, have managed to stay in operation despite t
fiscation of a truckload of cigarettes last November <
decision by their wholesaler not to supply them. It is i
that when, under stress our people can be very creat
find answers to difficult situations. The business peop
exercised their rights by forming a collective group in c:

obacco
lie con-
nd the
bvious

ive and
le have

g y g g p rder to
defend their interests, by doing so they have demonstr* ted the
power in unity.

The three councils here were making admirable headway in
securing unity for Akwesasne. It seemed they had the
behind them as they debated such issues as law inforcement,
justice, economic development and land claims. There was
resistance to the tri—council idea but it was scattered and inef-
fectual because of the lack of an issue that could unite
position. When the Canadian authorities arrested
Mohawks on Kawehnohkowanone for smuggling cigarettes
followed by the Nation and Tribal Councils' decision lo
retail licenses apparently gave those opposed to the tri-
the opportunity they had sought.

At a highly charged monthly meeting at the Tribal Co
December accusations were made that certain tribal

people

the op-
a few

revoke
Touncil

mcil in
chiefs

were acting contrary to the will of the enrolled -melnbers.
Amidst much verbal abuse a resolution was propiised to
restrict the Tribal Council from participating in the Tri-j-Coun-
cif process. It passed overwhelmingly. Some said that tlpe \rot(̂
was heavily influenced. by the cigarette dealers who, it was
alleged, forced their employees to cast-their votes agai 1st the
Council. If this was so it was disputed by many of those who
voted.' They felt they were only doing what others hail clone in
the past, they-simpiy made use of the system.

After bitter meetings at the Longhouse and at the Coinmuni-
tyBuilding in Kanatakon the division between the Councils
and the retailers: had widened to the point where trist had
evaporated completely. Whatever the councils did was subject
to knee-jerk opposition by the dealers while our political
leaders sought strict rules that would do away with the honor
system. The full extent of the breach has not yet been realized.
Its effects will certainly be fell, at this year's Tribal Council
elections as the business community try U) elect a cat dictate
who would represent their interests.

Perhaps what has to be admitted in the end is that irlti nately
the only way businesses here can survive is under the protcc
tion of a single, powerful Mohawk government that ca
off attempts by.the U.S. and Canada to erode our native
Factionalism in the end will destroy the very freeik
businesses thrive under.

The tri-council concept can give the businesses the |
tion they need. It can provide the means to combat the <
of our rights by pooling information and resources. 'I'll
claims are a good example of the progess that can be n

i fight
rights,

thein

rotec-
rosion
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atle if

the councils work together. Within the next two years there is
a. very real chance *of land transfers being inade bjick to
Akwesasne through a unified negotiation process that.might
have otherwise been subject to decades of legal battles u itli no
guaranteed victory for our community.

ft is true, as former tribal chief Leonard Garrpw note., that
there are only a few of our people involved in smuggling, dope.
dealing and other criminal acts that give our community a bad
.reputation.-If we are to create a favorable climate for business
to invest in Akwesasne we must control the criminal few. Law
and order is a concern of everyone but it must come f om a
judicial and legal process that is open, lair and honest plus it
must be free from political interferance by any counc I. We
need honest, well trained law officials who will have a we rking
justice system to baetc them up. Our homes and businesses
must have the strong and effective protection that car Only
come from a police force that knows no boundary line in
Akwesasne, which can only come from the three co incils
working as a unit.
.The condition of our environment affects every Akwesasne

resident but any progress towards cleaning up our polluted
rivers or contaminated soils can only be accomplished if we
act together. Pollution comes not only from off the comtr unity
but from within. Because we lack adequate sewage treai ment
facilities our own people are forced to. dump wastes into an
already overburdened nature. In this regards we have ii deed
drifted far from our ecological sensibilities.
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The issue of gambling will soon become as controver.
the cigarettes. Games of chance have become a major s
of income for many people and organizations. In the pi
climate there is much opportunity for abuse. Without
quate safeguards enforced by a regulatory commission w
soon have our people going to jail as the outside author
move in. New York had admitted it presently has a st
lawyers working full time on the Akwesasne problem
some recommendations due to be acted on this year
should have our own legal defense team preparing for tl
coming battle, a team financed by all three councils.

Economic Development has become a phrase by which
anything that generates money is okay. Our worker; are
worth more than the present sub-standard wages they are
paid in some businesses. There is a need for zoning la vs to
protect our residential areas from development plans. A pre-
sent there is no body to oversee long range, planning. N) one
thinks about what can be done with the resources we have
now. This does not look good for the land claims since thi; U.S.
will most likely want to know what we plan to do with land
returned to our use. A tri-council planning commission ;ould
look ahead and help business by preparing. them fo • the
future.

A tri-council system could hire people to searcl for
businesses Willing to consider locating at Akwesasne We
could use our unique geographical location to our bene it in-
stead of the present problems stemming from the resistar ce to
see Akwesasne as one community. As long as the prssent
serious political divisions remain here it is doubtful we will
ever cultivate the type of economic enterprise that is mcprally
and ecologically acceptable.

We have the skills, we have the education and we havje the
imagination to create a single, unified Mohawk community
that can be a model of peace and prosperity to other pdople.
Perhaps it is time to act more like followers of the Great Lpw of
Peace and jess like Lebanon.
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Thie Aroma of Sweetgrass
The aroma of sweetgrass

fills the surrounding air
As she handles her baskets

with the utmost care '
You just have to marvel

at hands that are so adept
She's an expert in her craft

1 on that you can bet
She gathers her oivn sweetgrass

and splints from the black ash tree
And people are just waiting

for her to exhibit her basketry
They enjoy watching her weaving

but its not so easy as it looks
And what she knows about baskets

you will never find in books ..
When you converse with this white

haired lady
from the land of the Mohawks

Since she is so soft spoken
listen carefully when she talks

Although she mixes some words in English
along with her native tongue

You'll know where you stand
by the time she is done

To look at her you wouldn't know
her life's been really rough

But that's probably the reason
her spirit is so iough ,

Whatever thĉ  circumstances
she doesn't have any fear

Because she's true to herself
things, are very'clear

Physically she's a strong woman .
and strong in her beliefs
A loyal longhouse person
and a supporter of our chiefs

And if there's any trouble
, you'll be glad she's by your side

y C{/j0»4fog4hve "Great Law "to you
HO h may always he your guide •

Once she came to Onondaga .
to teach us some of her craft

Well, we got "E" for effort
and at least we had a good laugh

You can travel far and wide
and you can look high and low

But if you want beautiful baskets
just go sec; Mary Tebo

Beverly Powless

Have your 1988 Ontario/Quebec Tax returns
.prepared accurately and confidentially bv a certified
income tax preparer. You may he eligible for a new
federal sales ta.\ credit of $50 per adult of S25 per
child. .
Please Note: I will be at the St. Regis Com-
munity/Recreation Hall on Friday mornings
from Bam till noon.
For information or appointment-call Rowena'General
at ."S-2277.
Half price (5O7) discount for elders over 60 vein's of
age.

RM2 Melody M. White
Melody Ivf. White to return home February 10, 1987 for 45

days leave, before reporting to Washington, D.C. to resume
her duties at the Pentagon.

Melody is the daughter of Joseph and Patricia (Curleyhead)
White, Hogansburg; sisters are: Naomi, Mary &, Bridgette.

Melody is a 1979 graduate of Salmon River Central and
enlisted in the U.S. Navy's Delayed Entry Program; she
reported on Sept. 10, 1979 for boot camp at the Naval Training
Center, Orlando, Florida. After leave she was stationed at the
Island of Guam in the Pacific and returned in May of 1982.
Then went to San Diego until October 1984; re-enlisted and
reported to Australia until this February of 1987. Her duties in
Washington will commence her third hitch to be completed
March, 1990 and mark 11 years of service in the U.S. Navy.

Family and friends are very proud of her and wish her thei
best of luck.

Melody hopestoepme home more often now that she will be
stationed closer to home.

Lillian G. printup /
Lillian G. Printup, 73; formerly of Iroquois Village,
Rooseveltown, NY was pronounced dead on February 5 at
Massena Memorial Hospital. . . • :i .

Lillian was born July 20, 1913 in Hogansburg, NY lo Charles
and Julia (Jandrew)' Benedict. She attended Hogansburg
schools and was married to the late Roy Wa|erman,and Ed-
ward Printup. ..'•':•'•

She is survived by one son, Lawrence Waterman. Syracuse,
NY, four daughters; Wilma (Pat) Waterman, RooseveUown, NY;
Mrs. Elaine Hubert, Glens Falls, NY; Mrs. Geraldine Ashley,
Syracuse, NY; and. Miss Janet Printup, Syracuste, NY; 13 grand-1

children and great-grandchild. " ;

She is also survived by three sisters, Mrs. Harold (Elsie) Olan,
Bi-eritwood, Long Island; Mis. James (AgheslTrail, Duarte, CA;
and Mrs. Julius (Elda) Cook, Akwesasne, NY; two brothers,
Ernest & Arthur Benedict, Coin wall Island, Ont:; and two step-
sons, Clark and Edward Printup, Syracuse,. NY; and two step-
daughters, Giorjanna Walrad, Florida; and Sandra Printup,
Syracuse, NY and by one , Uncle,; Elijah Benedict, '.Cornwall
Island, Ont.; arid, several step-grandchildret*, nieces and
nephews.

Lillian was predeceased by two sisters', Mrs.Eva Fragiacorao
on 8-19-86; Charlotte Benedict and by ohe brother, Morris, and
one grandson; Michael Redeve in 1983.

Family-and friends called at the Dona
Saturday afternoon and evening. The
Hogansburg Methodist Church on Sunday^2/08/87 with the
Rev. Hubert Hill officiating. Burial
eemetarv DU Cornwall island next to 1

vas in the Methodist
er parents.

Lillian. Worked for a time in Syracus; as a housekeeper for
private families and in 1977 she return
a member of the Mohawk Senior Citize
Methodist Church.

Friends and relatives will fondly re
sense, of humor, her gentle voice and

- Noah Garrov
Noah Garrow, 88, of Helena Road, died
Memorial Hospital at 9:16 p.m. Friends
Funeral Home on Thursday evening
evening. The funeral was on February
Church with the Rev. Thomas Egan
Kateri Cemetery, Hogansburg; Mr.
August 16, 1900 in Hogansburg. His pa
Mary (White) Garrow. He attended Ho
Married to the late Mary Josephine Hai
Barnhart (1920), and the late Louise Pa{
is survived by three daughters, Mrs. .
Que.; Mrs>Sallv Swamp, Hogansburg; a
Wilson, Massena Also survived by
Regis Road. Also survived by 16
grandchildren and 1 great-great
daughter Joyce Laffin, Webster, NY;
fin, Cornwall Island, Ont.; Sydney Laffi
7 step'grandchildi-en, He. was
Irene and Lillian and one son, Roger.

He was a self-employed farmer;
Alcoa. .He was.also .'the- custodian for
Regis Catholic Church and worked in 1
of the Mohawk Senior 'Citizens', he was
player and enjoyed .carpentry work.

preceaied

Myles D. White
Funeral services were held February

Catholic Church
Akwesasne.

for Myles White,

He is survived by his parents, John i
maternal grandmother, Mrs. Christin
three sisters, Mrs. Sheila Marshall o
White of Phoenix, Arix., Mrs; Thomas
Vegas, Niev., a niece, Aubrey Marshall

Idson FuiieraJ Home, on
uneral was held at the

»d to this area. She was
is and a inember of the

member and miss hei'
ler warm smile.

February 4 at Massena
called at Donaldson

Friday afternoon and
7 at St. Regis Catholic

officiating. Burial in the
Uarrow was bot'n on
•ents were Charles and
;ansburg area schools.

(1918), the late Bessie
ineau Laffin (1965). He
lice Square, St. Regis,

id Mrs. Ronald (Lillian)
sister, Ekie Cole* St.

grandchildren, 12 great-
grandchild. Also one step-

Robert Laf-
Helena Road, NY and
,by two daughters,

One

two stepsons,

turn! >erjack,. and worked at
nany years for the St.

the cemetery .A member
in avid gardener, bingo

6,1987 at the St. Regis
32, Of St. Regis; Rd.,

nd Minerva White; his
Garrow, Akwesasne;
Massena, Leigh Ann

(Nannette) Oram of Las
of Massena; five uncles;

three aunts and several cousins.
He attended local schools, graduating from Salmon River

Central School in 1972. He was a 1977 graduate of Plattsburgh
State Hni\ersitv and received his master's degree in education
at .St;-> Lawrence University in. Canton in 1986. He was a
member of the New York State Teacher's Association. He was
maiTied to the former Ivy Ann Ploth, He had been a substitute
teacher in St. Regis, and Chenaii, Que. and was teaching se-
cond .grade .at. the Mohayv'k School in iiogansbitrg.'

Mary Ann Lahore
Mary Ann Lazore, 61 died Friday, January 30, 1987 at Hotel

Dieu Hospital, Cornwall, Ontario. Born in St. Regis on August
8, 1925, she was the daughter of Theresa (Mitchell) and Peter
Lazore. She was a member of the Saint Regis Catholic Church.

She is survived by one sister, Mrs. Irene Tyd, Cornwall, On-
tario, and one son, Robert of Elmira, NY; four nephews and
two nieces. She is also survived by her companion of many
years/John Maring of Fort Covington, New York.

Calling hours were held at the Henderson Funeral Home,
Hogansburg, NY until the time of the funeral on Monday,
February 2, 1987 at 11:00 at The Saint Regis Catholic Church.
Burial will be in the Saint Regis Village Cemetary in the spring.

Mrs. Mary (Mitchell) Gregory
PAVILION - Mrs. Mary Gregory, 73, of Pavilion died at 8:30

a.m. Sunday (Jan. 25, 1987) at Highland Hospital, Rochester,
after a long illness. . . : ," ;.;•':•'••:•

She was born at the St. Regis Indian Reservation in Quebec,
Canada, May 8, 1913, a daughter of Angus and Louise Martin
M i t c h e l l . • ••• . .'•• " •'. . ' ; - : . : " :• ';./: '""•• '. ' - ' ' • -•'• •'.' ' ''- " '

Mrs. Gregory was retired from Cartright's Inn, Rochester.
She was the wife of the late Raymond Gregory.

Survivors include four daughters, Mr»; Barbara Bethmann
of Rochester, Mrs. John (Dorothy) McLaughlin of Livonia, Mrs.
Charles (Marlene) Fisher of Hemlock and Mrs. Marvin (Joan)
Burdick of Piffard; two sons; James of Santa Maria, Calif, and
Daniel of Penn Yan; two sisters Mrs. Glenn flklargaret) Curry of
7873 Telephone Rd., Le Roy, and Mrs. Ralph (Theresa) Merrow
of Henrietta; four brothers, Loufe, Jacobs, Louis, Frank and
Thomas Mitchell, all of the St. Regis Indian Reservation; 21
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

She was the mother of the late Lawrence and Steven
G r e g o r y , - . . - • • • • • -. ,•--'-•• • : : : .,;••• . . : . • . " ... , •

Services were held Brown-Drowne funeral Hoine. Burial
was at the Union Cemetary, Scottsburg.

IVote of Condolence


