
Akwesasne Mohawk Nation
January 11, 1987 — Meeting

Head Start )?\. -vS ŷr
Registration for the 19* 7-88 St. Regis Mohawk HeadStart

Program are now being ta ten. Please register as soon as possi-
l)f«!, low income applicants are how being accepted. • v V
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Wolf
Richard Mitchell
Jake Swamp
Glen Lazore
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Elizabeth Clute•Audrey Thompson Olivia Redeye

i.; The meeting in Albany with the State tax people was ex-
plained by Jake Swamp. •

t h e State tax people put together rules and regulations for
to the Indian leadership of

£ d A § J \ | | I ̂ tfCH J U fct 4 rV4 LV 1 V 0 V » v-V# f-* fc^ V • • * ».»-* » • »^* » • n •*« • * — - * - * - — —- — - — -* f -
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^ e State has no qualms about the tax exemption status and
they recognize that Indian people have a tax exemption status.
"The State looks at and recognizes the fact that we have the

righit to free and sovereign and its our responsibility to protect
ovir^e^ritory. State of New York has the same feeling. It's just
that the two l a w s must coincide and back up each other rather
than negate each other.

We understand and will have respect for our power and
their power — mutualrespect.

the . State realizes the'need-'for the Mohawks to fix the
reserve. The community has to get together and put rules and
regulations in place.
. T h e confiscated cigarettes were talked about. The police
look at it as grand theft but can't do much because they
recognize that we have our own laws bore.
: Both the State and the Mohawk governments are being rip-
ped off from the cigarettes and the fuel.

.••••...'"'There-was discussion about vendors/wholesalers obtaining a
lieerise before coming on to the reserve. This is something to
consider- * " ' • ' • •

There will be future meetings and discussions.
2: Social Studies Curriculum Meeting — January 8, 1987

Tbm and Jake attended a meeting on the 7th grade .Social
• Stvidies. curriculum. They were invited by John Fadden who
:had concerns about what was left out of the, syllabus.

Douglas George also attended the meeting. The Commis-
siqner apologized for not:. involving the -Iroquois people before
this meeting.
": A committee chaired by Hazel Dean John is being set up
composed of Iraquois educators.

Doug George
Mary McDonald

: ' Dan Thompson will'he asked to sit on
the committee. Travel expenses will be provided.
'3. Meeting with Jim Roos T- General.Manager for Guv Ramsov
C o / ; " .• ' : ' ' ' • / ' ' . • ; . • • • • '

Minutes of the meeting with Jim Roos were taken and will be
ready in the middle of the week. They will be sent to you.

A full report of the meeting was given. All documents per-
taining to the bingo were given to the Chiefs.

Roos was upset because.he thought the community was. of
one. mind.

A report tin the expenses paid as of December 3-1, H)8(i was
given by Jake .Swamp..
. The document -sighed by the three .Bear clanmolhers was
discussed. Toin gave the information he knew about the sign-
e4'fpJiper'' which he 'received from two of. the, elanmothers.

; The money for the bingo was released when the document
signed by three Bear Clanmothers was r-eceived.

There are outstanding debts for the bingo project. This was
discussed for sometime.

-Bruce Roundpoinf
• -Mohawk Concrete ;

- Bricklaying ;
Richard Mitchell gave report on meeting attended on Satur-

day at Kateri Hall concerning the purchasing of shares for the
bingo.operation. A budget breakdown was given. The seven
.Mohawk.communities will get .10% and 10% goes to I he Six Na-
tions Confederacy.'
4. Meeting with Junior Atlea,. Thursday —January 15

A meeting hasJjeeivscheduled lor 1 p.m. on January
Syracuse, . —
. Into thtvvvell: should lawvers he'in attendance.

Passed that there be no lawvers in attendance. Mi
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,5. Land Claims Negotiations
Expense for land claims negotiations meeting in Washington,

%C. put into the well. ,
-Passed that the nation pay .for airfare, meals and-lodging for

^tegot.iating team members and.Tom-Porter who will be doing
;the^opening.
.e; The Freedom School request for Financial support.
.-•The Freedom School put in a request for financial support in
.amount of $6,000.00 This was put into the well.

Passed: Resolution to give Sti.000.00 from Canadian account
to the Freedom School.
7. jr!Cook asked that the issue of the three Bear clanmolhers
signing a document be set aside; until a clan meeting is held.

•:J4.\Community Watch and judicial commissh^H:
.With the recent incidents in the community — the beating,

etc., the men have decided thc:Communily Watch needs to be
:revived. There will be a. meeting tonight, Sunday, at 7 p.m. at
the Old Island School:

Glen Lazore then gave a report on the work the judicial com-
mittee had done to dale. There are resolutions which were put
together and presented to. each council. This was reported in
"the Indian Time newspaper.
. ; t h e Chiefs will meet with the Community Watch on Satur-
day/at 5 p.m. at the Old Island School.
9, .The last item on the agenda was the Hairy Square-Alvin
:Jock incident. The events"were explained. The activities of the
Warriors leading to the arrest of.-Marry Square- was explained.

Tpm also talked about beng cautious in how one carries
•.through with incidents you are involved in. If you have to de-
fend yourself, then do that but remember our laws are based
on peace. Exercise caution and control.
10. Next meeting will discuss CKON Radio.
feid

gram, apply igain or update your iriformatioh. The amount pf
applications J^'ill determine the need and number of units we
mav getrGet your- application in by F e b r u a r y 19 , I98f7.

We have house plans in the office for the present project, Si"
anyone is interested or" if you have any questions. You will
notice that there are some differences in . the houses. The
reason is that a4iomebuyer has the option of paying..the dif-
ference to the contractor for extras such as bay windows/
garages, extra doors, light fixtures, etc. Our program or ly pays
for a safe, detent and sanitary hoilse. If the, homebMye * wants
extras, they will pay the contractor the difference.

We want to! remind you that these houses are not a gr ant but
will have to be paid back based On the person's income arid
family size. There will be an annual review :bf each.
homebuyer's income. f-^v 1 : ; X •'.

The order jaf construction has been a concern of the Com-
missioners. A list of priorities was made but could not be
followed to the letter because some of the paperwork was not
complete on some of them. Each homebuyer needed to have a
deed from the Tribal Clerk in order to get the land legally
surveyed. Each site'also needed a septic system design which
was drawn up by the IHS engineer in Nashville. The contractor
made the schedule for construction of the houses. In the:
future, the Commissioners will insist on determining the order
of construction as much as possible. • I V- • -

If you have any questions, please direct them to Hilda Garcia,
Executive Director. The office is,located in the Credit Union
Building, offi;e hours are f i ^ ̂ A M«h-FrL, «hd the phone
number is 338-9020

613-938-6382
RR 3 Cornwall Island

Information For
Our Community

MEMBERSHIP CODE DISCUSSIONS

AKWESASNE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Akwesasne Membership Committee was recognized as a

working committee by the Mohawk Council in order to res-
pond to amendments made to the Indian Act.
MEMBERS OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:
Cornwall Island: St. Regis Village: Chenail
Yvonne Leaf Mary David Hilda King
Lena Day Cecilia Square Amy Lazore
Lorraine Gambill Sheila David Cecelia King

Coordinator
Specific Changes To The Indian Act:
1. Women who lost status through marriage are now entitled
to regain their status and membership, as a result of a presen-
tation of Bill C-3T made in 1985 to the Canadian House of Com-
mons. (These women are referred to as Bill C-31 women)
2. Children of Bill C-31 Women are entitled to Status and Con-
ditional Membership.
3. All persons that were enfranchised .under the Old Act are
now entitled to regain their Status. Enfranchisement has been
totally eliminated.
4. After April 17, 1985, any Canadian Indian does not lose
Status through marriage. ' • ' •

The spouse of a Status Indian does not gain Status through
marriage.

Since the Membership Committee has obtained the approval
from the Community hy a house-to-house survey, we have the
mandate to participate in handling of our own member-ship.
Indian Affairs has set specific guidelines that must be follow-
ed. They are:
1. To decide if we want to assume control of Membership..
2. Notice of intent to assume control of Membership must be
given to the .members.
3. We must choose a method of developing rules for member-
ship.
*NOTE RULES Ml 1ST BF, CONSISTENT WITH THE CANADIAN
CHARTER Ol« HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS, AND THE IN-
DIAN ACT. (NO DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEX, DISABILI-
TY OR LEGITIMACY) .
4. To develop an Appeals Mechanism for reviewing applica-
tions for Membership, any grievances against a decision.
5. To consult with members during the development of rules,
in order* to ensure an understanding of those rules, and an ac-
ceptance of those rules.
B. Consent must be given'by the majority of electors to the
specific membership rules.
*NOTE' SHOULD COUNCIL WISH TO INCLUDE
OFF—RESERVE MEMBERS IN THE VOTE FOR MEMBERSHIP
RULES, A BY-LAW FOR RESIDENCY 'EXEMPTION MUST BE
PASSED, FOR THIS VOTE ONLY.
7. Council must give notice; to the Minister of Indian Affairs of
its intent to assume control, and to provide a copy of the.
Membership Cock; to the Minister.
8. Once the Reserve has met all the above conditions, the
transfer of the membership list to the Reserve will be effective
from the dale of submission of the Code to the Minister of In-
dian Affairs. .
Membership Hulrs HocomnuMulcd Kv The Momlwrsjiip
Committor: • .
1. That the Akwesasne Territory acknowledge-that all persons
presently on the list will remain on the list. . .
2. That, as of the effective -date? of acceptance of the
Akwesasne Membership Code by the Minister of .Indian'Af-
fairs, we will accept those people who meet'one or more of the .
following criteria:
-A-child of a Mohawk Parent
-A chilli of a Mohawk Parent and other Native; Nation
-A child of another Native Nation
-A member of a Mohawk Clan
•NOTE* . . - " • '

We acknowledge that there may bo instances whore a
member may not know his/her clan. In this case, the .Commit-'
too is developing a mechanism of research for those persons"
who request the research. For those that do not have a
Mohawk Clan, we have developed the following criteria for
Adoption into a Clan:
— HONES'! V - KIND MEAR'IED
— (iOOD (TI'IZEN - WILLING TO HELP THE CLAN
RKSIDKMCY:

A resident of Akwesasne is entitled to certain benefits and
-privileges that include, but not limited I0T
— Lund Ownership
— Housing
— Territorial (on-resorvel Education &• Post-Secondary F.duca-

. lion
— Political Privileges — voting, rights . .

right to hold office on Council
— Transportation (Bridge Pass. Border Freo Crossing with Per-
sonal Possessions-duty freo)
— Tax Exemptions —
— Territorial (on-reserve) Social Assistant,!! Programs
— Health Benefits through National Health and Welfare Depl.

In comparison, Status Indian who have no Membership to
any Reserve arc'entitled to the following benefits IVom the
Department of. Indian Affairs: —
-Status (registered on .a general list in Ottawa)
•Post secondary Education
Possibly some tax exemption

-Health'Benefits through National Health and'WHfare Dopt.
(N.H.&. W. usually covers any cost above what -Health In-
surance; Plans cover, or tlo not cover.' Acts as supplementary)

A term period of Residency will be required before being
eligible to be entitled to any of the benefits that life-time
residents presently enjoy. The Committee is recommending a
term period of 5 years before being entitled to benefits. While
awaiting for Residency, those persons will be required to app-
Iv for a temporary residency permit.

Tlie Akwesasne Membership Committee will continue, to-
moot and plans to meet with the Community again in January.
Please give your- careful attention to'those .issues brought up
today, and plan to attend our'-noxt Public Community Meeting.
NOTE:'We will advertise meeting dales on CKON Radio

Man Free on Bail After DWI
Charge

AiASSENA — A 46 year-old Hogansburg man is free on $350
bail after being charged with driving while intoxicated.

State Police said Guilford White, St. Regis Road, Hogansburg,
was charged wtih'DWJ on^Route 37 in the town of Massena
^arly today. He pleaded not guilty during arraignment before
Louisville Justice Nelson Baker and was released on bail pen-
ding an appearance in Massena town court on Thursday, thev
s a i d . .'• ". •: ' . ' • • ' • ' ' . . . ' * '

THOMPSON FUEL

Fuel
Kerosene
White Kerosene

Prop. Kenneth Thompson]

Ahnawate Resident Faces
Felony Charges

Loran Thompson of Ahnawale was arraigned before Town
of Bombay Justice Jerome Brockway on a felony count of
Criminal Mischief 2nd Degree where he was released on
$500.00 bail pending trial at a later date in Franklin County
Court. The charge stemmed from an incident on December 18
when Thompson allegedly fired a bullet from a rifle that
struck a'vehicle owrted by David George Jr. of Tsisniene and
caused several hundred dollars damage.

The New York State Police indicated that Thompson was also
facing a Reckless Endangerment First Degree charge which is
defined under New York law as demonstrating a "depraved in-
difference to human life" and "recklessly engaging in conduct
which creates a grave risk of death to another- person."

The Reckless Ehdangerment is a class D Felony and is
punishable by a sentence of four to seven years in prison while
the Criminal Mischief charge is a class E felony punishable by
three to four years imprisonment. The Endangerment charge
stems from Thompson's alleged firing of a bullet from a rifle at
a Tsisniene man, Dennis George, on December 18, 1986.

INDIAN TIME-l/28/87-P#ge 3

MINUTES OF FIRST COMMUNITY MEETING
DECEMBER 17, 1906

The Membership Committee introduced to the public what
has been accomplished to date.

We will continue to distribute our informational circulars to
the public via postal boxes and hand-puts.

The public meeting was quite informative, both for the Com-
mittee and the public in attendance. There was a total of 13
Corrimunity people present, who have the following sugges-
tions: ' - " ••."•••.'•;••--•'>..• ' •- ••"'• ' ••.•••.
1. Concerning the Clan System:

The people said that we should follow the example of the
Traditional people and add accepted members at large gather-
ings. We could advertise the dates of these gatherings, so that
new ntembers will attend in order\fo participate in ' the
ceremony and feel as an accepted member'of the community.

In order to be consistent with traditional people, it was sug-
gested to eliminate the Adoption Clause of the Clan system. A
personi who has a non-Native mother, cannot be adopted by
another clan. ; ' " . ' •"- •• r ' \ : . •'•;<;]'\/, •'.•'.••'."'• '•:-'-.

2 . " A c q u i r e d R i g h t s " : . • ' . ; . " . ' . r ^ v V ' ^ ' . " - " ; "':-'•-' y ' : ' ' • • " .
Upon discussing the issue of "Acquired.Rlghte".status, mean*

ing those non-native people who became status Indians
through marriage, the community people in attendance felt
that it is only right that those with acquired rights lose their
status and membership upon termination of the marriage.

We informed the public that this is, in faet, the stand that the
Sechelt Band took concerning Acquired Rights people,
3. Comparison of Membership Codes:

The people were concerned with any diffemiices between
the Akwesasne Membership Code and'the St. Regis Mohawk
Tribal Code. We stated that we are reviewing the Codes from
Tribal, Kahnawake, Sechelt, and our First Membership Draft,
in order to provide as much continuity as possible.

There was a lengthy discussion on why it seems difficult for
a Mohawk from the Tribal and Nafion to have such a hard,
•long. waitting period to be on the Mohawk Council Member-
ship, when it, doesn't take very long for people who don't live*
in-the territory. ; , ' J; ; r . .
4 . R e s i d e n c y : . . • . ' , ' • ; • : • . / • ' • ' ; • ' ' • . ' ' •.'•. ':^.•'•••.'' •'• ' : • ' . • . • ; ' ' • ' -

The people agreed that new applicants for residency should^
iirfacL- have a waiting period, and^further agreed to the com-
mittee suggestions of a 5-year probationary .period before be-
ing entitled to any benefits that the life-time residents have;
They said that residency permits should* be reviewed and
renewable every six-months, for the first S years/A stipulation
that a non-native spouse be required, also,; to meet these condi-
tions while living on the territory, but with the difference be-
ing never gaining status, membership and benefits.

The people requested that the Membership Committee write
the Membership Code, submit it to Indian TimB, and then meet
with the Community again in January, •;•-,'...'•. •

There was a short discussion of Criteria, for the Membership
Board: .Should they be an eletiedbody^.Mrajiiiiership Clerks:
Should.they also be an elected position? . . ••• _"•'•'." : - .
Next regular Committee Meeting: No date set |tt present.'

Akwesasne Mohatvk Nation
Meeting — Januafejr %&+ tBB7

Tom Porter v Jajke
Richard Cook",. Jr.; ; ! tijpiiii Lahore

i I Mitcholl

would give

Present:
Turtles
Ross David
Richard Powless
Eddie Gray ;

Delia Cook - ':-'.;'.'-'.".'\y•• •:..: ••*'".:''.•
Esther- Mitclieil ' •-'- ' . ' V : \ : ' • ' : : - - , ' ' : ' . . . ' ' . : ' . y . - y <• ;.-•-• ;"'- '•••'•

• A u d r e y " T h o n i | ) s o i i i ....'•• • •;' ' ' ' :v'S1. 'v;'.. '- ' '. 'v. : '••
1. Agenda was I'ead and .accepted; > ; / , , . . . ' '.';.'
2. I he bingo contract of Iho l'ri-Stajle.Managein<>rit Corpora-
tion and Loran Thompson will !«> made publicv This vvjll be
given to the Notes/Indian Time and othei> |>ttil«;i-s:

Passed lhat iho contract and letter from (Jiioi>daga he given
10••the pro-s.s. ' ' . ' : • • : ;.'-;• .'/•;'• • ' } " ' '• '••;• '.- :

3. iho iuoetihg with Junior- 'At tea on Tnw'stl^y- January li>,
1!>87-was ropor'ttul. . •. - •" . - • , . . . 5 •
The meeting look place, at the AirppN U\n. In •"attendance

were the Nation Chiefs, observers Of; the ;i'o'i>a| Council and
Akwesasne Mohawk Council, Attea';'JiN» lUiiinie Garrow and
Akwesasne Kefailor\s. The discussion.iientered around Attea
not returning to Akwesasne for 30 days ai\d Attea'slated that
he would slay out for as long as it takes to settle this matter.

Thanks should go to Minnie Gar row for her help and to Ron
LaFrahee for. his good, words. .- , • ;; ̂  ; ;•

The report was accepted by theCounctt.: \ ;
4. Tom gave a report on the Land Claims Negotiation sessions
oh January 13 &. 14, in Washington; D.C, He gave the names of
these people in attendance. The fir-st t\»yi Wflis devoted to selec-
ting who llio speakers uould be. . . ');••';'.•

T o m w o u l d g i v e t h e o | M ; n i n g <-.'•.'.;-. "• •••••]'"-.-. '•'.-; : . . V . : :
R011 would translaU; .--.• l;i ;; > :" ;
l^onard (larr-ow would give suminaiyOf pr«jM)sal
Tribal Coirncil and Mohawk Coj*nei,rlawyers woul

the land claim areas:

On January 14th, the meeting started at 10 a.m. Represen-
tatives from State, PA&NY, State Senate and Assembly* BIA,

Depar tment of Interior were present; :
The meeting went well. The proposal was presented. The

State and the other delegates each gave; short comments from
their respective offices. ;v :,

The next session is set for March 5thjl 19S7 in Massena. -
The proposal will be given to Indiah Time i p r press release.

It is a well written document. ;.';' •'•;•:• •. ','-• / '!-..:.'J ' , . ' • • •
5. The Council is requesting a letter̂ ^ b^.^snt to Attea, Jr. to ob-
tain all invoices from 1979 to present'%$&$, . -

Passed by Council to have Secretary Send letter to Attea re-
questing the invoices be sent as soori as possible.
6. David Gabriel was given the floor to give some words to the
Council from Oka. . ; :. f;™ •;." ;

The message concerned the Band Council that has the name
"Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy:" Thei* is much concern
that this Band Council is pjaying at being Longhouse. M's the
flame that the Band Council uses that is ve.ry^upsetting.

Put into well that a letter be sent to thicihtief of the Oka
Band Council about this matter brought before us. The letter
will explain about the letterhead and if there is a need — a
meeting will be set between Oka Band Council andour Coun-
cil. This resolution was passed by the Guuncil.
7. Mary Tebo asked for help concerning the water line. She
gave no permission for the water line to go on her property
and while she was awav some trees were cut down on her pro-
perty..- . • "• . • • • ' ' ' • - . . : ' ' y . y ( ^ - : ' . y y - y : '• ' . - ; :

Passed to have Jake Swamp speak with Tribal trustees about
this-matter. ' • ' ../•;•'. y . y y l y ' : [ ; . _ ; ; > ; . . , • . • . : " • ; • •
8. A request for Jake Thomas to come to Akwesasne to do the
Great Law reading was passed by the Council. A letter will be
sent to him making our request. ' . r

9. A report was made on the Community Watch meeting
which took place on Saturday, January •mj'rtie Community
Watch is looking for a place to meet They are looking to the
three Councils for support (Verbal, not monetary). All three
Councils should be working to set up one »et of laws that we
follow. The Community Watch wanted to know how the Coun-
cils feel about one judicial system. ; ; *

There will be future meetings to set up rules and regulations
of the Community Watch, to set up an office, to inform com-
munity about Neighborhood/Community Watches and to help
our Community become closer as it was in the past.

Put into the well to support the Community Watch project.
Passed by Council to support the Community Watch project. •

10. Passed that the Midwinter Ceremony W81 begin on
February 3, 1987. • :
11. Meeting closed at 3:03 p.m. .
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