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Thompson Removed As
Nation Sub-Chief
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, o! the Hepresentatives of Akwiesasne . <
al entities represent "the Indians of tlie Village

••scribed in the Treaty of 1796. These,are the St.
wk Tribe which represents the people of

the I'nited States side of the border between
laics and Canada; The Mohawk Council of
which represents the people of .Akwesasne on
side ol the border between the United States and
'The Mohawk Nation Council at Akwesasne,
nls I.onghouse members,'residing on both sides
States-Canadian border. -All three political en-
ileil in this settlement negotiations. The

egotialing learn consists of representatives of;.
iree entities.

2. The Justness of the Clairn
ol Akwesasne are guaranteed by treaty and by
e I'nited Slates the lands that are }he subject of

l d h b t k nd given to
ie l nited Slates me tanas inai are um suuieti -u-i.
in Our lands have been taken away and given to
•esuli, for generations our people have not had
ded lor homes and farms nor the economic op-
t tne\ ami men- children shouldhave had. And
e noi been cared for. They have been polluted,
>ded, and abused. Our people Want what is
•s and want damages for what was done to us.
)oi tantK . we want to secure a good life for our

,...., iw retjiiires us to work to guaraiitee the survival
ol our wav c|f life to the seventh generation and beyohe.We

The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs in a controversial
decision removed Bear Clan sub-chief Loran Thompson from
his position December 21 because, the Council said, Thompson
had violated Nation law when he shot a group of Akwesasne
men moving equipment from a building owned by his brother,
Larry Thompson.
Thompson protested his removal from the Council maintain-

ing that the chiefs did not follow the proper procedures for
removal of a chief as stipulated in the Great Law of Peace,

'sometimes referred to as the constitution of the Haudeno-
saunee Confederacy of which the Mohawks are part!

The Nation Council has-refuted Thompson's arguments by
saying experts on the Great Law were contacted to make cer-
tain the removal was legal. 'According to sources to experts
upheld the decision of the Mohawk Nation.

Thompson has said thai he used "self defence" when he pick-
ed up the rifle in his descripton of events leading up to the fir-
ing of the gun on December 18. Thompson said in a meeting at
the Akwesasne Longhouse that he fired the weapon after he
had been beaten up by four members of the George family and
that he was afraid his brother I .any'would be seriously in-
jured by the George "brothers if he did not take action.

While 'Thompson's story aboul the December 18 incident
was disputed by the Georges, his pijlling of the trigger of the
303,rifle was not. The Nation Council met and discussed that

, fact as being of sufficient seriousness to warrant Thompson's
."removal. I

The Council has maintained; that while Thompson was not a
"condoled" or life chief ho was nonetheless required !o follow
the rules of the Great Law applicable to chiefs which
specifically prohibit a chief from engaging in acts of violence.

Thompson attended a meeting of tin; Haudenosaunee Con-
federacy December 27 to appeal his removal but the Grand
Council*at Onondaga made no ruling regarding his case.
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Tn-Cpuncil leadership and Customs Of-
ficials meet for a Press Conference. See page2 for additional story. Photo: I ina Sunday
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Summation of Activities on December 18, 1986 at Akwesasne
On the day of December 18, 1986, the business manager of

Akwesasne Motes-Indian Time hired four men to remove a
number of ol lice machines from the vacated NOTES office at

nt, Akwesasne, to its new location in the village
lkarorens, (Hogansburg) Akwesasne. •"".
|MI were Darren George, David George Jr., Dennis

George mid Dean George, all of Akwesasne. They were told by
the NOTES manager, Mark Narsisian, that LoFan Thompson
" J ' r u )mpson had told him that they wanted a typeset-

in one room in the same direction akit Hhd come
val would have meant the removal of 3 doors,

Kacquette I'o
of Tekahswei

The four in

and Larry Th
ter moved Ire
in. This remc
doorframes,
wiring and st jds.

The four m
about 10:45
NOTES editor
in a 1979 Po

- - - — ̂ - - - — ~+ mm* m « ^ * * « » v m fc« * *JT» . ^ ' ^m^^^rm fc* f

)iie window and parts of four walls including
jds. • • . - . " ' , " . ; • • ' . ' . ' ' . -••.-" • - .

MI retained by NOTES left for Racquette Point at
.m. December 18. They were accompanied, by
Doug George. They travelled to Racquette Point
itiac Parisien automobile and a Dodge pick-up

truck. Mr. Na^sisian followed in his vehicle. NOTES employee
Marianne Berjo was also at the former NOTES office, which is
in a building t
of Loran.

Upon arriv
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Doug George
typesetter, wl
great deal of
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perty would 1
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at Racquette Point and examination of the
ilding it was decided by Mark Narsisian and
hat the recommendation for the removal of the
ich measured approximately 5' X 4*, would do a
amage to the building and Very probably to the
isian and Doug George decided that a more prac-
would be less destructive to the Thompson pro-
Mo remove a 5' X 4' piece of presafcoard, which
? outside wall of the Thompson building, along
indow, some insulation and 2 small studs which
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window and an electrical outlet. The opening in

the wall was effected with a hammer and chisel, being the only
toots available.

The machine, which weighs about 700 pounds, was taken
through the opening in the wall and put on back of the Dodge

. pick-up, owned by David George Jr., by the five George
brothers. This activity, as was the opening of the wall, was
observed by occupant(s) of the Loran Thompson home.

David George Jr. and Dennis George got into the Dodge pick-
up and began to turn into their lane of the Ransom Road,
which parallels the Thompson building. The Pontiac
automobile, owned and driven by Darren George, was directly
behind the Dodge pick-up. It was occupied by Darren and
Dean George. Doug George was still in the Thompson building,
along with Marianne Bero. Mark Narsisian had left shortly
before to get materials to repair the hole in the Thompson
building. The time was about 11:30 a.m.
. A black Chevrolet pick-up driven by Larry Thompson and
occupied by Loran Thompson pulled up and blocked the exit
of the George truck. The Thompsons were told to move out of
the way but did not do so. The Thompsons left the pick-up and
complained about the 5' x 4' opening in the building. Loran
Thompson said the hole was not agreed to by the building's
owner, Larry Thompson. The Thompsons were told by Dennis
George that the hole was going to be fixed. An argument
resulted between David George Jr., Dennis George and Loran
and Larry Thompson. The Thompson's grabbed David George
Jr.* Loran was on David's left and Larry to his right.

Dean and Dennis George pushed Loran Thompson away
from David George. Larry Thompson was pushed away by
David George Jr. and his brother Darren. When Douglas
George walked up to Loran Thompson he was struck by Loran
on the right side of the face by Loran's fist.

Summation Continued on Page 3.

Attea Agrees To Halt
Cigarette Sales To

Akwesasne
leo "Junior" Attea, a major cigarette wholesaler to a

number, of retail businesses here at Akwesasne, agreed to
issued it decision bv the Mohawk Nation.of Chiefs to halt all
deliveries and sales to individuals here "for as long as it takes
to solve the (cigarette) problems-at-Akwesasne."

Attea, the owner of a cigarette; and candy distribution com-
pany in Buffalo, NY, met with the Nation Council al a hotel in
Syracuse, NY, January l.r> to discuss the recent-controversy •
here at Akwesasne concerning the attempts by the three coun-
cils to regulate; tobacco sales..

Altea told the chiefs that he would do whatever the council
wished because he respected native people and wanted
Akwesasne to become a "family" again. 'The Mohawk Chiefs
were supported by the Onondaga Nation Council who told the
Mohawk delegation that they were the legitimate government
for the Mohawk people. A number of Akwesasne business
people were also in attendance at the Syracuse session to
observe the proceedings.

Attea said "I will not send any I rucks to Akwesasne nor will I
sell any cigarettes to anyone from there." The Nation chiefs
had requested Attea to observe a thirty day period during
which he would not market cigarettes here but Attea said he '
would slop doing so for as long as it took to resolve the. "pro-
blems", here.

The Nation chiefs asked the business people if they wanted
to meet now to discuss the cigarette controversy but Com-
munity Economic Action Committee spokesman. William Sears
said they would first meet amongst themselves to discuss (he
Attea decision.before they could make any statements.

Attea expressed his concern over the impounding of a load
of cigarettes owned by his company November 21 by a group
of Akwesasne men acting under the authority of the Mohawk
Nation. Attea said any future confiscations could well effect
the survival of his company. Attea indicated criminal charges
might be pending against those allegedly involved in tlie
November incident but that he was advising his attorney not to
prosecute until the cigarette problems here were resolved. Al-
tea said he retained the right to press charges at a later date.

1 Attea assured the chiefs that he did not require any signed
paper to bind him to agreements but that once he gives his
word he would abide by that decision. The Akwesasne
cigarette retailers are expected to meet with the Tribal chiefs
on January 17 at the Communtiv Building in
Tekahswenkarorens to discuss a proposed cigarette policy
with the Nation chiefs as observers.

Attea said that-he was making deliveries at Akwesasne to
local businessman Basil "Buddy" Cook only and that although
Cook had a license from the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
he would not make anv transfers to Cook.

Land Claims Meeting Held
In Washington

The Akwesasne land claims negotiations met with represen-
tatives of the U.S, federal government and the estate of New
York January 14 to deliver a position paper outlining the legal
and moral basis for the Mohawk territorial claims against tbe
s t a t e . - . .:.'• •••",. - •' . ' - , • ' • • ' ' V v - / . ;

:"; ; . ; : ' . ' , ' ; . . - . ' ." . '".'' ' ' ' • '

Leonard Gar row, former chfet at the St. flfegis IMoTiavyk
Tribal Council, delivered a brief summary of the Akwesasne
claim to representatives from the U.S. Department of the In-
terior, the office of New York Governor Mario Cuomo as welt
as other observors from the State and the Power 'Authority of
the State of New York.

Garrow said, 'We feel that we can if we can get the land
claims back to the bargaining table we can get back what was
guaranteed us by treaty." • •: • n

Garrow's'statement was supported by Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne Chief Mike Mitchell who urged the participants to
"get to know us better," Mitchell noted that "Akvyesasne has
survived outside influences that resulted in the creation of the
situation at Akwesasne where there are threeindiatt govern-
ments."- . • •"„. • • . • • • ' , " -•'; • • • '..• ' • ••..:• : '". • .• •

Mitchell encouraged the negotiators to, take 'the .opportunity
to correct the "wrongs of the past" and said that all three
Akwesasne councils were committed to a peaceful settlement.

Robert Batspn, special assistant to Governor Mario Cuomo
replied to the remarks of the Mphawks by slating that New
York was not looking to lay the^olaim at what happened in tbe
past at anyone but that like Akwesasne the State wanted the
best for its people. Batson said the State was concered about its
citizens losing their homes because of the land claims and said
that if a wav could be found to avoid this thev were in favor Of

• i t . • ' - ' • • • - . " / / ; • • • • ' • - • - / . ' . ; • • . * • • • • ' • . ' • • " : . • . . • •

The meeting was chaired by Howard Rowley, a professional
mediator on loan from the Rochester, N.V. Gas and "Electric
Company.: Also attending the session, held in the IKS Capitol
Building were Akwesasne negotiators Rosemary Bonaparte,
Brenda l^Frahce, Tom porter, Julius H.eriie. John Lazore, Billy
Sunday; Barbara Barnes, Ron La France, Doug George as well
as Kenneth Deere, an observer from Kahnawake.

The negotiators agreed: to meet again in March when
Akwesasne would begin to identify areas;of land that could be
returned to Mohawk jurisdiction soon-. Tlie Akwesasne posi-
tion paper will he published in its entirely in the next issue of
Indian Time. "'\ "••"•'•''

The Akwesasne lawyers gave the legal history to the claims
with none of their points-be.ing refuted by either New York or
the U.S. i

Tri-Couricil Resolution to
Enact a Single Unified Land
Claim Against the State of

New York
WHEREAS the Mohawk people of Akwesasne represented by
three respective Governments of the Mohawk Territory of
Akwesasne namely the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne* St.
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council and the Mohawk Nation Council
of Chiefs, are part of a unified process by which all Mohawks
within its Territory are represented; . • •.
WHEREAS this unified process is a mandate directly from the
Mohawk people here within the Akwesasne community;
WHEREAS these three Governments all within a single com-
munity of Mohawks;
WHEREAS these three Governments are all engaged in land
claim actions in the United States (New York State) and in
Canada; .... , ,
WHEREAS these eVfentual land claim settlement will be for the
use and benefit of all Mohawks within the Territory of
Akwesasne; '

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the three respective
Governments namely the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, St.
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council and the Mohawk Nation Council
of Chiefs, will engage in a single unified land claim against New
York State for the use and benefit of all Mohawks within the
Mohawk Territory of Akwesasne.
TBI-GOUNCIL RESOLUTION TO feNACT A SINGLE
UNIFIED LAND CLAIM AGAINST TtpE STATE OF NEW
'•'.-' .' •;• ',."•' . . .' ' ' '' - Y O R K .
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne:
Grand Chief; Mike Mitchell Chief: Angie Barnes
Chief: Mary David Chief: Timothy Thompson
Chief: John Lazore Chief: Dave Benedict .
Chief: Vivian Smoke ' Chief: Louis Lazore
Chief: Hilda King Chief: Yvonne Leaf
Chief: Floyd Benedict Chief:Geiiald J. Sharrow
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council: f
Chief: Rosemary Bonaparte Chief: Brenda LaFrance
Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs: {:. . /
Oiief Wolf Clan: Richard Mitchell 1 '
Chief Bear Clan: Floyd Beaver Barne* k !
Chief Turtle Clan: Ross David 1 \ !
Signed on this 11th day of October 19A6,


