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INDIAN ^
...Networking Iroquois Communities
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people and
eventually all Iroquois communities; ;• ' " './:•":•[ ..•:•'
Our editorial policy is this: i < -
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on report ins news and information
from all sides and view points to properly represent all people, of
Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with the facts,
nothing but the facts. We will print the editorialsor letters ofpeo-
ple who wish to comment on community issues, as long as these
articles are not inflammatory, or hateful, If someone insists on
putting their foot in their mouth, wp ma/ help them by printing
their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN TIME as a community
service. We can disagree on principle and agree to disagree in
general, but we have to live together and we face the same pro-
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you, possible enter-
tain you, and help your group or family, and to pay respect to
community people. : , . ...
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Phone. (518) 358-9535 or 358-9531
Office. Akwesasne Notes, Akwesasi
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INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ApVEJ
GHOl'P, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUA!
REACH THE COMMUNITY OF ,
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFJUSEI
DUCTS THAT ARE RLATANTLY
WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE IN Gl
:$58-0535 or 358-9531 FOR RAT^S.
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INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR IT!
Wil-Javs Grocery — Cornwal l Island!
N.A.I. t .C. — Cornwal l Island j j
l l ammi l l s Store — Roosevel towr i )
Akwesasne M u s e u m — Library/Cultural Center
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Counclil I
St. Regis Mohawk Dental Clinic! j -
Senior Cit izens Center — Commun i t y B l d g r C o m p
Harry's Market — Hoganshurg . I
St. Regis Mohawk Schoo l — Hogansburg
Akwesasne H o m e for the Elders — St. Regis Vi l lage
Ista's Basket Shop — St. Regis Road •.'.'••>• .;'./'• .'•._-'.1 :
r i c ke t s — St. Regis Vil lage I :
The; Vil lage Restaurant — St. Regis Vi l lage ,/
( iovurnmnnt Bui ld ing — St. Regis Vi l lage ; • -
Mohawk Counci l of Akwesasne ' : :•'•. ;
Mr. T's — Hoganshurg ; ; . .'..-'- ••'" j'_' . ''
Market *9 — Rt. 37 v '
Country Corner Store — Rt. 37 ; : :
Cook's Gas Bar - Ht. 37 State Road '.-.".- • . ^
L;iwrc;nci; <Si. Dyan's Smoke Shop - Rt. 37 / •[ ,, •
Fish's IGA — Fort Covington, NY
Buckshots — St. Regis Village V
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye ! ';•••: ' •'•••.'••
laiquhar's liardvvarc — Fort Covington
Mohawk Video — Hogansburg , ••:'' ;; ... .'
Phillips Grocery — Snye K :

CANT FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply, call
us and we; can route our carriers to your location. Or if
you know of other outlets who would be willing to sell
our paper, their names or numbers would be ap-
preciated. Call 358-9531 or 358-9535. v

Editorial

* NOTE * NOTE *
Due to the postage incre;ase, siibscription rates for In-
dian Ijmc have increased as follows.' V
l.S.A. $33.00/vear ; V ^ /
Canada $40.00/ye;ar . : V
Suhscription for a 3 e>r 6 month term are negotiable. A
gift suhscription is a great way to keep your relatives that
live; away inlormejd and up-to-date on what's happening
at home. ! .. : . : . ; . • ;.'•'.-
Don't miss an issue! Subscribe NOW!
Send vour che;ck or money order to.: ;'
INDIAN TIME ' ^
P.O. Ro\ 196 j ..- :
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DEADLINE for submission of news, articles, notices, an-
nouncements, ads, etc. for the next issue of Indian. Time
is FRIDAY, JUNE 26th at 12 NOON.
Note, this is the deadline if your upcoming,event or an-
nouncement falls between JULY 1st to JULY 8th.
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Prejudice
Many people have a dirty habit that they practice call-

ed prejudice. Many of us have experienced prejudice in
Various forms. Some of us have this dirty habit
ourselves.

What is prejudice? The dictionary has a number of
definitions for prejudice. One of the definitions is as
follows, an irrational attitude of hostility directed against
an individual, a group, a race, or their supposed
characteristics.

Take some time and sit down for a while. Clear your
mind of thoughts and start thinking in a very objective
frame of mind. Is there a individual, a group or a race
that you direct an attitude of hostility towards? Is there a
person or group of people that you hate? Ask yourself, is
it really worth it to hate them? What do you gain by
hating that person or group of people? Ask yourself
what type of person would hate like that.

1 have noticed one group of people in particular who
have experienced prejudice within the community. This
group of people are the Traditional People of
Akwesasne. I did not understand very much about the;
Traditional People as I was growing up. Consequently, I
listened to criticism aimed at them and wondere;d what

'"they vvere really like, sometimes half believing what I
heard. 1 never heard concrete information conncctexl
with the criticism. I realized that I would have; to se;e;
things for myself before I vvoidd really believe any of the;
criticism. If I had believed everything that I had heard
when I was growing up, I believe? I would have been prt;-
judice against the Traditional People like either people
are in this community.

I realize? that many time;s you become angry with pe;o-
ple when you do not understand the;m. I think this is the;
Case with some people; here in Akwesasne. They de> not
understand the Traditional Pe;ople\ their bc;lie;fs and
their Traditional ways. I realize I know very little; about
the; be;lie;fs and ways, but with what little; I do know the;

[Traditional.'People'I believe they are not te> be feared e>r
hatud.

In fact, the Traditional people; are to be; admired and
thanked for many things. For instance;, traditional poo-,
pie; were the ones who first thought of having a health
services in.Akwesasne and followed through with the;
ide;a. The; Indian Health Services would have hccn.unde;r
the; Traditional Council if the; Tribal Council had ne>t ask-
ed for control of it. Different times the; Traditional Coun-
cil has bleicked New York State; from doing more things
to this Reservation then what they have a right te> de). The;
Tribal 'Council Was simply acting as an arm ol Ne;w York
State; during many of the;se; time;s.

Certain community members heire; in Akwesasni; fe;ai\
and hitter the; Traditional Puopta, beexiusc; the;y do ne»t''
understand them. Among this group of people is a
smaller group of people who hate the; Traditional People;

'because the Traditional Pe;e>ple; de> not approve of their
present busine;ss practices, laerk of e;thie:s e>r future
business ide;as. This smaller group e>f people; work ter eip-
pose; and .'discredit the; Traditional People; in eve;ry way
the;v can devise;. It is the; small group of people who are;

/''extremely deceitful in the;ir business prac;tice;s. IIe;ne-<;,
the-Traditional Perople; dei ne>t heild the;se; pe;eiple; ele;ar le>
their' heart e;ither.
--.-Unfortunatelyr the; main trait among the; more; suc-
cessful business owners in the; whole world is that ihev
(ire ne)t totally honc;st. That old axiom, nice guys finish
last, holds true; in nearly every kind of business. That old.
;"uxiom also holds true; for this Hc;strvation. There; are;
se)me: businessmen on this Reservation who are; not to be;
'trusted. They have de;alt with non-Indian busine;ssme;n
and turned those pe;ople sour on the; itlea of doing
busineiss on the.Reservation. They have; also shown their
qwn people; that they cannot deal" with things in a honesi
manner. It has become; a joke among people here; e>f how
some; of the; businessmen on the; Reservation deal with
other entities like insurance; companies, other business
people eir customers here; on the; Reservation. The rule; e>f -
thumb with-these people is that there are; ne) rules. They
change the rules to. what over suits the;m.

There was a Grand Council me;euing in Onondaga em
June 14. That is the. meeting of the fifty condoled e:hie;fs
from the six Iroquois Nations (Haudenosauneeh Some; ol
these same biisiness people attended that meeting. A.
portion of those same; people had sworn they would kill
Traditional People during those sad, dark times of 1970
and 1980. They want something and so tht;y have chang-
ed their rules. They realize the Traditional Pe;ople; have
the real sovereign power and the;y could be; protected
from Nevy York State; laws.

This has partially come about from certain Traditional
People who are business associates of these prejudiced
people. The Traditional People associated with them
have succumbed to the lure of easy money. They have;
forgotten their basic teachings and are now using some
of their beliefs in a twisted way which will surely drag
many Iroquois people down. It does not bother these;
people that they succeed in making their money by
dividing, the Traditional People. Some of these twisted
people have sworn they would drag the Traditional Peo-
ple down with them if they did not have their way. Their
boast seems to be coming true slowly but surely.

Some of these deceitful business people travelled to
the Grand Council with other unsuspecting business
people. Together, all these business people showed what
little they know about Traditional teachings and tradi-
tions. Other business people who were once Traditional
People, demonstrated they have little respect for
anything, including Grand Council meetings, Traditional
teachings and Traditional People. They only have
respect for the dollar bill. Unfortunately, they believe
they are right. How can someone be right when they
threaten their own people, their rights and their very
essence; their future children. Maybe they think they
will leave enough money for seven generations of
children. They say their work is economic development.

It is actually political development. These people are
unknowingly the best political tools for the United States
federal government and New York State. The non-Indian
best rule of thumb in all types of battles was to divide
and conquer. By allowing non-Indian investors to take
advantage of our rights and to "use" Iroquois people, we
have allowed ourselves to become divided: Rather sad to
see people claim they are Traditional People and yet they
work against their own people to divide their Nation.
What a bunch of hypocrites. Either they are blinded by ,
hatred or they are hungry for that dollar. Either way,
they are not acting like any Traditional Person I have
seen. • . ' ' • ' ' " - . ... • . . • ' • ' • • .

The New York State Police have stood and watched as a
non-Indian investor has promoted himself to some blind
greedy Iroquois people and has tested all waters illegal to
him through those same greedy people. The New York
State Tax Department has allowed this man to operate il-
legally with Iroquios people. No one has really put the
clamps on him. It makes you wonder why? Perhaps the
answer lies in a couple of thoughts, let them dumb In-
dians hang themselves; and divide those Indians up if
you want to get them. Those "dumb Indians" have been
checking out every illegal scheme such as. smuggling
alcohol, cigarettes, cocaine, fuel and aliens across the
border; operating full fledged gambling casinos, bingos,
and buying illegal guns for protecting their unlicensed
businesses or illegal acts. They have divided themselves
on cigarettes, bingo, fireworks and gambling casinos. All
of these things have been brought here by the non-
Indian investor. Very convenient for the New York State
Police and the New York State Tax Department to sit by
while the non-Indian investors make their legal work
easy for them.

We watched a Tribal Chief claim he did not want to be
involved with New York State. Yet, he supports business
people who are setting us up for raids by New York State
and further loss of rights. You begin to wonder how he
can say two different things at the same time. Maybe he
just does not see it coming. It is nearly too late for him to
save face now. What caused him to do it in the first
place? Did he feel left out of the "game", not part of the
"show" anymore? Was he grasping for straws to remain
in the "limelight"? Maybe. v

For some people, satisfying your personal ego is just
great. Until others around you fool you Into doing things
for them. They simply accomplish that by satisfying
your ego for you. This can be as simple as adding your
job title to your name, when they address you. Seeming-
ly showing respect for you, but when you turn your back
on them they call you a chicken or ignorant. Next thing
you know, you are foolishly doing something for them
that you previously swore you would never do. You
associate with people who you never respected before.
Simply because they all played up to your ego. You can-
not retract what you said or did for them, otherwise you
would look like a fool. You are now acting and saying
things that earlier, you said you were opposed to. ;
There? has been a great deal of misinformation dealt

out to this community for various monetary reasons.
Many times outright lies have been spread by these
deceitful business people. Their relatives and friends
have picked up jobs with them and they listen to these
certain business people talk. They also repeat the ties
said to them, although the;y doubted them at first. After a
while? you begin to'believe your lies. That is the way it is
with these people.

After a while, the only thing that matters is trying to
satisfy an unending thirst called personal greed. It does
not matter if your personal greed ignors what the; people
want, you simply try te> find excuses to hide your
grc:e;dincss. You continue digging a deeper hole for
yourself and your own people.

Its too bad people are trying these get-rich-schemes.
We would not have; as many problems if people were not
so-greedy. They could have taken their time and had
legislation worked up with the Grand Council. No, they :
could ne)t wait to make their millions. They have suc-
<"e;e;tle;tl in dividing the pe;ople to really get what they
want, mone?y for the?ir own pockets.

What happens after the? Nation is completely divided,
be;yond he;lp? There; are elders throughout the Iroquois
Confederacy who have? stated this is the end of the Con-
federacy. That is earth shaking considering how long the
Ceinfe;de;rae:y has be;e;n in existence. Hefore there ever
was a Columbus eir any anyone; crossing the Atlantic
()ere?an* from the; European continent, the Iroquois Con-
fe;elerae:y was alive and well. It withstood hundreds of
ye;ars eif varie;d attacks. Now it appears to be on the verge
e>f being brought down by a small group of vengeful Iro-
quois pe;opl<;. •

If the Confederacy dies, so do the people. Is that wha^
the people want? Then why do some people continue to
follow that path? Are they so blinded by anger that they
wish to disappear by their own hand? It looks that way.
They sound like a group of modern day terrorists, will-
ing to sacrifice themselves to destroy many. There are
other people who have been misled by these people.

. They do not understand what is really happening. They
are not looking at the situation from the outside. They
have been swallowed up by the machinery that is in
place, which was put in place by money derived from
the same type of damaging schemes.

Se> called Traditional people trying to destroy the Con-
federacy! They have stated they will do this in so many
words. They would not go public with these words. They
would lose; all their support. You will never see this small
group of deceitful business people say that publicly to
the;ir friends .and employees. They will say their actions
are; te> create; jobs. They do not elaborate on how long
those; jobs will last. i

Many pe;ople; say that they a^e working at businesses
"as le>ng as the slots last." The employees themselves
know the slot machines will be leaving. The transporting
ejf cigare;tte;s will be; acted upon by prison sentences,
which wil l eventually be handed down by the courts.
Short term employment for Iroquois people and quick,
big profits for a small group of business people. These il-
legal schemes only provide quick profits for very few
and loss of rights for everyone. It is like a domino effect.
These deceitful business people pick up on one illegal
scheme after another. Their schemes bring in quick pro-
fits for them and then they turjn their backs on the pro-
blem they create. ]

Who do we; see constantly trying to fight to regain our
rights at the border? It sure is not the business people. It
is our governments. We saw the Mohawk Nation Council
of Chiefs, with backup support from the St. Regis
Mohawk Tribal Council and Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne, solve the border problem for Norman Peters
this past week. !

The business people are crying poverty and asking* for
legal help to continue their illegal schemes. They never
bothered to ask whether the people wanted them to go
ahead with such schemes. Instead they put the people's
rights in jeopardy for some quick bucks. Wake up
everyone before it is too late.

" I An Alarmed Mohawk

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
I would like to thank you on behalf of the graduating

Native American seniors at Salmon River for your sup-
port for our 1987 All Night Graduation Party.

The following Native American seniors attended:
Joyce Berkley Carrie Garrow
Shawn Martin Amie Swamp
Stacey Bero Dorothy Smoke
Melissa White Mary Jacobs
Alexandra Cook Amy White
Everett Lazore Deana Oakes
Mitch Cook Mike Cooper
Pernell Peters Lornie Swamp

We appreciate all your support very much.
Sincerely,

Stacey Bero

it I read in the Indian
in Onondaga. In par-

mother who gave her
sneakers and instead

by gambling it away. I
iea, the mother and the

brothers and sisters,

Dear Editor:
I am writing in response to

Time article on the slot mach
ticular, the statement made
teenage son money to buy his
he lost it all in the slot machim
could sympathize with berth
teenage son. : ,

When I was a teen, along with „
we would look forward to the annual Agricultural Fairs
and carnivals that would come t > our neighboring com-
munities. These always meant excitement, with many
rides, food booths, exhibitions and games of chance.
They were always the best of times few iis.

However, I learned then that I had a disease similar to
alcoholism or drug addiction (oy the way, alcoholism
runs in my family so I am no stranger to its causes and ef-
fects). I knew that if I stood at the •'Crown and Anchior"
table for a length of time 1 would gamble away all my
hard-earned babysitting money, if my sister did not try
to stop me, I had to give her all my money, except for the
few dollars that I would be willing to lose at the table.

Thjs may not be significant to the people who are able
to turn away before they gamble their money, but to
those who CANT> it is a serious problem; As a mother,
and concerned citizen of this community, I do not en-
courage my children (and neither do I) patronize any
establishments where there are slot machines or any
gambling machines. I got tired of not being able to do my
business because I had to keep my kids away from the
machines (as they are under 18 years of age) and refuse
their requests for quarters, j

As with the disease, "alcoholism", e?ducation of the
disease "gambling" is the best preventative medicine and
1 hope that my children will learn from these early ex-
periences. When I talk with family: members and
neighbors, I let them know why I cannot go into certain
businesses. We used to enjoy Sunday breakfasts at the
restaurant, but now it is too crowded with people being
bussed in just to gamble! I am not encouraging other
members of the community tp follow my lead, as
everyone has to raise their children the best way they
know how. However, I am getting tired of explaining
why I refuse invitations to eat or socialize at particular
establishments. • . '

When are the leaders of this unique community going
to get together and put into effect by-laws governing
these gambling establishments? Do (slot machines) they
need to be here at all? What kind of people are going! to
return on their own initiatives after one of their Sunday
trips of being bussed in to Akwesasne? I do not look for-
ward to not being able to do business on the reservation
because of the "characters" that ivill become com-
monplace here in the future. ;

Thank you for your time and consideration in reading
t h i s l e t t e r . . ' • ;•. ; ••: • ' . ' \ . • ",-...';' . .••••- ; ".•

Concerned for the Seventh Generation of Akwesasne.
a concerned parent

Lee Homer — Wenhni'ti:io
Wenhni'ti:io, 18, of Kahnawake died June 12 as a result

of injuries sustained in an accident there. , j
Wenhni'tuio was a member of the traditional Council

of Kahnawake. He was working as a security guard at the
time of his demise. \ ;

Wenhni'ticio was a gifted artist, a noted athlete and: an
accomplished singer. Amongst his peers he Was
recognized as a leader, who it is said, encouraged the
young people to remain strong in their traditions. ;

A member of the Wolf Clan, Wenhni'ti:io travelled
across the country to speak on behalf of the Mohawk
p e o p l e . " ' . . - ' •. . ": ; . - ' . • ' • . . " . • ' '.'•';. ' •" • ;

Wenhni'tkio was born at Kahnawake March 9, 1969,
the son of Leonard and Erlene Homer. Both of his
parents survive, aa do his three brothers Chris, Jessie
and Bradley. He also leaves 1& aunts and uncles, two
grandparents Peter &. Josephine Horn and many
nephews and nieces. ' / !

Funeral services were held at the Longhouse in
Kahnawake on June 15 with burial in the cemetary
t h e r e . ; - .•• ' • • ' • ' . ' ' -: '..' . " '. ..''• ' . ' ; '- : ' : - ? ' • • " • "' ' • !

William Almon Wheeler To
• •,;.'S • ••••'•• B e H o n o r e d '•^'i-'"^
Mr. Harry Gardner, Exalted Ruler of Malone Lodge of

Elks 1303 and Mr. Wendell Denny, President of the
Franklin County Historical and Museum Society, an-
nounce a wreath laying service in memory of Vice Presi-
dent William Almon Wheeler. His term of office Was
1877.1881 with President Rutherford B. Hayes. This ser-
vice will be held at the gravesite of Mr. Wheeler in Morn-
ingstar Cemetary in Malone, Tuesday, June 30, 1987b at
6 : 3 0 p . m . ' " . _ • ' - ••. ' ; . . - •• ' / / - ; ; ' . ; • ' : / . , , ' . . . • " > " [ . .

An Open House will foUow at the House of History, 51
Milwaukee Street, from 7 to 9-p.m., to commemorate the
168th anniversary of Mr, Wheeler's birth.

There will be a food sale held during the Open HoUse.
The public is invited to participate. "

Source: Ethel G. Belknap
•.• ' • • ; . • ' • . . ' • ' • ' • • ' , v •. .- ;- . ' . , ; P h o n e : 5 1 8 - 4 8 3 - 2 7 5 0 .

Corrections to Vol. 5 - i
1-Front Page: The Akwesasne prwg and Alcohol Division
should read: The St. Regis Drug A. Alcohol D i i i T ^

2. Article on page 4: Akwesasne Dance A, Fitness Classes
should read Sponsored by The St. Regis Drug 4, Alcohol
P r o g r a m . * "'.••• :.--.. :.., • ] . , ^ ^ - ^ " . . ; • : • ' • . [ • • '

3, Article on page S: Akwesasne Youth Coalition should
read Akwesasne Coalition for Youth. j

Thank you.


