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S(. Regis Village School students enjoy social dar
in iheir gymnasium. Dean George, Mike McDonald provided the songs.

cing and students from the Akwesasne Freedom School
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On Thurselay, June; 18th at 1 b.m.j,th>Sf> Regis Drug
and Alcohol Division hosted a {cocaine vyorkshop
presented In Hob Kckert,, of the INarcotic and: Drug
Research '('raining Institute; of'Now YJprk, The main' focus'
of the seminar was the major problem of Cocaine in
society today. Mr. Kckert stated 'sometimes the ihforma-
tion the: people need is not correct so therefore the?.pro-
hlem still exists." The people ac mitted there was a pro-
blem but the! solution lios within everyone not just one
person or organization, the; gro.ip agreed. "

There was a hrainstorming session as to why there was
a drug abuse proble:m here. So tie of the reasons were;
parents' don't listen, parents' elrugiuse, boredom, not
enough responsibility for our youthj peer pressure, lack
of communicatiein, denial anel emotional crisis. These;
were: soim; of the: factors that w 3igh heavily, on drug'use
here em the reserve, but many indrts were said to exist.

Many peuiple: today look at diugs two different ways;
th«:re; are "good" drugs such as nicotine, caffeine, sugar,
alcohol anel prescription dnigs and ' bad" drugs such as,
coe-aine, marijuana, hash, heroin, L;S.D. and barbituates.
In reality both the ge>od and bad drugs affect our body in
biological and pysehological ways. : : * '

Many people who have drug problems drih't even.
know it be:cause what they are aking they don't label it
as a psycho-active substance or addictive drug. Drugs
are defineel as any chemical substance which causers
physical, psychological behavic r or emotional change.
Drug abuse is defined as the use of any chemical
substance which' causes p lysioal, psychological
behavior or emotional change e nd impairmfent.

Different drugs were discussiid and -what kind of ef-
fects they had on our bodies. V/hen a person is depen-
dent on drugs then stops they go into a period of re-
bound which is described as a "Low" or "Withdrawal".

The last part of the workshop focused on-prevention.
and how we can help solve thtHpfohtem of drug abuse.
We need to educate the youngsters and give them ex-
amples of decision making. They need to be taught
values and given self-esteem. It is up to our community
to work as a whole to end the ^nigi abuse problem the
young agreed.

Patty Roundpoint

ding that if he was to bring the;m hack he; woulel not only
lose all of the fireworks but would face criminal charge:.*
as Well.

, Mr. Garrow apologized te> the: three: councils lor bring-
.ing the fireworks to Tsisniene but maintained he elit!
nothing wrong because of the: ahscncu; of any rules. Gar-
row said he was prepared to abide: by any re:gulatiein the:

'....three-councils came up with.
Mohawk Council of "A'k.wesasne councillor -Lloyd

Bene;diet askeel the leade:rs at the; me;e;ting for their opi-
nions as to vvhat should happen with the: fireworks that
are* now being'-sold at other busiue;sse;s. The Mohawk

'-.-Council agreed that all such e)utlets within its jurisdiction
.Would be given 10 clays to dispose: of their products
before the -police issued summonses. During the; ten days
the Council would come up with regulations to cither
control or outlaw fireworks.

Kanatakon councillor Dave Be:nediet said he: had
•received many telephone calls from village: residents
concerned about the; police storing the confiscated
fireworks there; The Mohawk Police, were; assisted in
Security by a 'delegation ol'mon from the Mohawk Nation

-.Council of Chiefs.
'Garrow removed the: lraile:r of fireworks afte:r the:

.nicciing. He said the; trailer-was destined for Maine:.

Kahnawake Youth
Dies In Shooting

Accident
. An 18 year old Kahnawake youth was aceidentlv shot
in a June 12 incident in Kahnawake.

Lee Homcr-Wehn:ntiio. was .pronounced dead at 9:45
p.m. June 12 at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal
some 15 hours after he; was said to have: shot himself
\vhilc guarding a store: in Kahnawake:.

According to the Kahnawake Peacekeepers, Homer,
along with two othe:r security guards, had been target
practising with a .22 caliber handgun but the: pistol ap-
parently failed to discharge:.

Home;r was then said to have: swung the: gun past his
head when it fired. The bullet entered his skull causing
massive internal injuries.

Hoiner was placed on a respirator but faile:d to register
any brain activity. He was taken off the rejspirator at the:
request Of his family and died'shortly after.

The Kahnawake .Peacekeepers investigated the: acci-
dent and attributed the: carrying of firearms at the:
business, a cigarette retail outlet, to a tear of being robb-
ed. A Kahnawake store had suffered an armed robbery
and assault in May. Mo arrests have: be;e;n made with
regards to that-incident-, 'according to the Kahnawake
Peacekeepers.

Funeral -services lor llomer-Wc-hnrntiio were" held at
the Kahnawake Longtiouse June; 15 with interment in
the cemetary there. ,

' The Peacekeepers siid the investigation was continu-
ing.

Is the Membership
Code Going To Meet

The Deadline?
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Membership Com-

mittee is planning to go to Ottawa with its proposed
membership code on Friday, June 26. The Committee
has been working for the past two years at constructing
a Code acceptable to the residents of Akwesasne. (

For the past two weeks, canvassers have visited the
three districts of Cornwalllsland, Si. Regis Village and
Snye to bring the code into the homes and answer ques-
tions at the same time. If the code was acceptable, the
resident was encouraged to vote yes or no at that time.
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•ANDERSON, PENNY
Armstrong, Michael
.Avery, Kyle
*Barkle;v* Jeiyce
Barnes, Thomas
•Bartlett, Russell
Benedict, Aaron
Benware;, Robert
Be;re>, Staccy
>> Bigness, Gina
*Bingham, Amy
"Blair, Amy
•Boyea, Maria
Bejyea, Michele
* Broc:kway, Jeremy
*Brosseau, Joylynii
Cartler, Vine;e:
*Chartier, Juele;
Collcttc:, Matthew
*Cook, Alexandra
C:ejok, Ccwclia
C:eiok, Mitchell
Ce>ope;r, Michae;l
Crandall, Michetllc;
^Cunningham, Ralph

•Demers, Sheila
Drumm, Kelly
p'Drumm, Roderick
^Dufrane, Tina
Durant, James
Durant, Seeitt
Ensign, Le;e . .
Firlik, Joseph
Garelner, Richard
*GARROW, CARRIE
Grant, Barbara
•Gratton, Anita
Hall, Kevin
Herne, Chris
•HOWARD, PAUL
*1ngle;e, Sean
*Jae;obs, Mary
Jcjhnson, Beatrice
Keenan, Jeffrey
*Kerwin, Peter
•KERWIN,
Kreib, Melissa
La Belle, L<bri
LaPage;, M
Lau/.on, T
*\4uy.orc, fc.verett
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SCHOLARSHIP

Awards presented at Commencement
students.

AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILAR
POST #1475) AWARD
Leigion — Patrick Pyke
Auxiliary — Stat;ev*Bero
DAVID PYKE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Levi Swamp

When the: committee presemts the Coele to the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs in Ottawa, it needs a majority of a
lolal of 1400 votes in favor of the code. This means 703
resident members of Akwesasne must vote in favor of it
and right now the: committee has 425 votes. In a last
ditch of fort, the Committee will haj ' ' • -
Yvonne Leaf and Angie Barnes ong B a s on
answer any questions, in St. Regis V
will co-ordinate the coele; while Sny
Smoke; and Mike; Lazeire; overseeing

If hIf the: majority does not vote, then Ottawa will say
there is no code in place arid decide: who goes on the
rolls in Akwesasne after June 28th. Jlease call Yvonne
'Leaf at 575-2348 or Sheila David at 57*5-2250 if you need
more information or want a canvassefr to call.

-SCHELL, USA
* Shatz, Lisa :'••>'
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V»Snyder, Patrick
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White, Melissa
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*Yarido> Cheryl
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GINO TENACE '— EMPIRE STATE SCHOLARSHIP
OF EXCELLENCE
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•Russell, Michelle
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Freedom School
Visits Mohaivlf Valley

The Akwesasne Freedom School tdok a long planned
trip to the old Mohawk village sites in the Mohawk Valley
June 15-17. j

The School students and parents ^ere the guests of
Dean Snow, an archaeologist with thê  State University of

. New York at Albany. Snow is currently working at ex-
cavating a Mohawk village that is estimated to be over
500 years old. The village site is located on a bluff with
Snow estimating the settlement as haying a population of
several hundred.

Snow is directing the work of a dozen or so students as
part of their academic studies. While laboring at the site,
situated near St. Johnsviile, N.Y., the archaeologists stay
at a campsite north of the. Mohawk River.

The Freedom School, with Tom Porter-
Sakokwanonkwas the director, travelled through the
Adirondacks with a stop at Ray Fadden's museum in On-
chiota, N.Y.

The 17 students were also accompanied by a number
of parents in what the School hopes will become an an-
nual event. Sakokwanonkwas planned the trip to give
the students a sense of their history which goes back
many generations in the Valley.

The School stayed with Snow at a site where they were .
'able to mine a location to get what is called "Herkimer
diamonds" which are types of quartz.

The School students were greatly impressed by the
Valley and particularly the village location. The
Mohawks of that time chose that place for its beauty,
rich soil and good water.

During the. evenings the School sang Mohawk songs
and. danced around a campfire. The School is planning
to return to the Valley next year.

The Mohawks were forced to leave the Valley during
the Revolutionary War when the American army invad-
ed their hphies.

HA WLEY—MILLER NATIVE AMERICAN SCHOLAR-
SHIP — Shawn Martin
INDIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE AWARD —
G a r r o w / :•" ' • • • ' • • : ' • • • • • • \ v - :

ST. REGIS MISSION AWARD — Patrick Pyke
MYLES WHITE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP — Carrie
Garrow &, Levi Swamp ; \••> " i I
NATIVE AMERICAN HONORS AWARD — Carrie Gar-
row v" , ' ''. " . ' . . ' • • • • .. "• ' . " . .'• • ' - ' • '

Abenakis Visit
Akwesasiie r

A delegation of three Abenaki citizens visited
Akwesasne June 22! to meet with Mohawk Council
leaders and discuss the concerns of the native people in

• V e r m o n t . • • . • ' . • • • . • • . ' " " ' ' , ' ' ' • • ' ' • •' ' . ' . !-'

Homer St. Francisi Wayne Hoague and Tom Doucho
spoke with Bear Clan chiefs Tom Porter and Richard
Cook about the problems facing the Abenaki community
in Swanton, Vermont. - ]

The Abenakis said that there were about 2,000 of their
j>n area with 1,500 more scattered
Their main efforts were aimed at
a native nation by the U.S. federal

iring a land base for their people,
The Abenakis contefid that they have tfyed in Vermont

as a people for hundreds.of years, along with their
Mohawk neighbours. They are interested in pursuing a
joint Ian i claims with the Mohawk Nation in order to
secure the land they need. : . ; |

Also a matter of serious concern to them is Vermont's
refusal ta recognize their aboriginal hunting and fishing
rights. The Abenakis noted they had over 45 illegal
fishing t barges filed against them by the state.

Recognition would make them eligible for federal
assistance although they presently receive limited educa-
tional assistance. Vermont, under the administration of
Richard Snelling, did at one time admit that the Abenakis
were in fact a distinct native people but that position was
abandoned by later governors including the incumbent
governor, Madeline Kunin. . . * j

There are at presient an estimated 500 Abenaki
children in Swanton area schools but the students have
to contend with many problems that prevent them from
doing well including, say the Abenakis, drug and alcohol
abuse plus an undisguised prejudice towards the Indians
b y w h i t e V e r m o n t e r S f •-"•••. ". VV"' -''-':S.. . i

The Abenakis at one time inhabited an area that en-
compasses the states of Vermont, New Hampshire and
parts of Massachusetts and Maine. They are now scat-
tered throughout New England in cities such as Boston,
Providence and Burlington or in rural areas such its
S w a n t o n . • ' " • " • . . ' : , . " ; . • [• . , ';•'''• '••'•:'•:.. ' .'• • ' • ' • '••'•' - -

The Abenakis admitted that their traditional ways had
been lost because of the loss of their lands. Historically
the Abenakis were expert hunters and fishermen. They
are a Algonkian people related to the Penobscot, Pef|uqt,
MicMac and other eastern nath/e peoples.

The Abenakis have never ceded their lands. The
absence of any treaty giving tip their territory should
have placed them in a strong position with regards tola
land claim against Vermont and New Hampshire but
becauseof the lack of federal recognition, usually rooted
in treaties, the Abenakis have been virtually ignored by
both the U.S. and the states, .f

Besides Swanton uhere are two Abenaki communities
in Quebec, Odenak and Wollinak.


