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.And We'd All Been"

\ Message from Reader's Digest Editors A
,\ v were in a car and wed all been drinking. Thenthe\ drivel'lost
nnimi and we hit an embankment. A classmate lost his life. His
.v.if/i, and the suffering of his mom ̂ dad; have been a
n^htmare for us. In memory ofourfriet!idt^eyv^uldlikeioget
'nolved. We hope your campaign will be the way."\.';••';••••/• ,;

This letter came to Reader's Digest from two teen-age
soys in Skamokawa, Wash. Theyi. Were among the
Millions of students in the nation's 16^000 high schools
.nvited to participate in a Reader's Digest campaign
i^ainst drunk driving. For the best student programs
limed at keeping young drivers stiber and safe. The
Header's Digest Foundation offered 115 college scholar-
hips, worth $500,000, to be awarded this month by the

National Association of Secondary School Principals. ./
The Digest staged another contest late last year

hallenging the nation's advertising agencies to produce
he most effective anti-drunk-driving posters for display
n high schools. Nearly 1500 teams frtimllQO agencies
ompeted. .. ' •-/';'' '•"•••. ' • , . ' . ' ••'•'-.'• . ' ) • ' . • • . • . ; " ' • ' • . • • • . • • . . ' . - .

I he winning poster of Stevie Wonder, above, appeared
i our March 1986 issue. We thought you would like to
i t a selection of the other "winners;" (The.Foundation i$
mdcrwriting the cost of sending a set to every high
< hool.) And maybe there's a teen-ager you love who

i ti.s t o s e c t h e m . ' . ••• - . ; : \ j . •••'.•• : 'v" ;;-V^ '•?•''•; ::--'-V

i ost is $7.50 for a set of posters. Mail to;
Mcprint Editor
Header's Digest
•io.\ 2 5
i'lrasantville, N.Y. 10570

The Akwesasne Youth Coalition held a meeting on
Thursday, June 11 at 2 pim. at the N.A.LT.C. There were
approximately 17 people in attendance representing
nine community organizations. The meeting gave those
in Attendance an opportunity to discuss activities and/or
events to be held in the community.

. There are youth workers employed to help organize
and support youth activities. These new "faces" were in-
troduced to those present. They are as follows.
Carolyn Francis — St. Regis Drug and Alcohol
Dani Bourke — summer student at St. Regis Drug and
Alcohol
Charlotte Cook — N.A.I.T.C.
LynnBoundpoint— N.A.I.T.C.
Shirley McComber — N.AJ.T.C.

: RWl Thompson — summer student youth worker
Shannon Mitchell — Akwesasne Mohawk Council Sum-
med

These youth workers will be helping our youth to
organize activities and clubs.

Also discussed at the meeting was an activity for the
Juiy4th weekend. A block dance is being organized and
please: watch for the posters and listen for the radio an-
npuncements. An activity similar to last years Unity Day
is being planned for September 6,1987. Those interested
in helping can go to a meeting on June 19 at the Admin.
II building for 1 p.m.
There was an information sharing of events and com-

munity activities.
4- A parent's group meets every Monday at 3 p.m. at the
St. Regis Tribal Building.
— An organization for the handicapped is being started.

> UPCOMING EVENTS
June 19th — Graduation at Salmon River (Drive Careful-

• • • • • f e i r - : " : :••••••• ' • • • • . • • . : - '• •

June 19th — all night graduation party at S.R.C.S.
Julie ; 28th — Multicultural Festival — Cornwall Civic
Cbriiplex
June 30th —-. Senior Citizen Picnic

. Jliljf 4th — Block dance in Akwesasne (location to be
d e c i d e d } .;,•-• ' * : • ' • " ' '

; July 19th—Akwesasne Friendship Day
August 15 — Akwesasne Freedom School Race
August 16—-Akwesasne Freedom School Dinner
August 22 -i- Ithaca Theatre Group presents their adapta-
tion of the book "Basic Call to Consciousness"

i August — 24-28 -7- A mini pow-wow (date to be decided
v - : u p j o n > ; ; ; . ' - . . - .;• '"••' •; •• .. ' .

r The next meeting of the Coalition is June 22nd at 10
aim. at the St. Regis Recreation Hall.

Mary Kay Cosmetics

«
Phyllis Terrance, Beauty

St. Regis Road, Hogansburg, Mr. 13655
(518) 358-4605 — Call after 4:00 p,m:
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; Renovation Centre Ltd. \
\yhere Service is More than a Word

M a rl e a uCorn wall

•Lumber

FREE FACIALS

-Air tight stoves -Post form
fy , -Fireplace doors countertops

. -Insulation -Large choice brick -Kitchen cabinets
.-Hardware -Concrete blocks -Roof trusses
. •Paneling -Portland & Masonry Cement

V Complete Line of Building Materials
•-'. -,' At Very Competitive Prices
.Open; Mon.-Thurs. 7:30-6 Fri. until 9 p.m., Sat. 8-5
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ICqff ee Shop
rand Opening

Saturday; Mne 20, 198 7
12 noon - 6 p.m.

Door Prizes — Balloons — Clowns

Grand Opening Specials
Free Coffee
Diesel 69« A-Gallon
10% Discount on Turquoise Jewelry

Hours;
. 6:OO a.m. — 12:00 midnight
Open 24 hours

tit; 37 358-4184

Coffee—Soda— Hot Sandwiches—Doughnuts
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Indigenuos People Illiterate in Native
Tongue, Group Told

VANCOUVER (CP) — Almost all the indigenous people in
the world are illiterate, an international conference was
told.

However, it's not in the language of their respective
countries that they're illiterate, said Hayden Burgess, it's
in their own native language.

'How many can read and write their own language?"
he asked in a speech to hundreds of delegates attending
the week-long world conference on indigenous peoples'
education. "In essence, we are illiterate."

Burgess, a native of Hawaii and vice-chairman of the
World Council of Indigenous Peoples, warned of the
trend to assimilation and "convergence" of cultures that
threaten the identity of indigenous peoples.

"Over the last 500 to 1,000 years, we have seen a new
phase because of population sprawl and technical
development," he said. "It is convergence.

"The mass media is bringing us all closer together in an
interweaving of cultures."

Burgess said indigenous cultures must be wary of
those "who appear as friends," whether it's the well-
intentioned missionary or the powerful military "who
come in to protect us from their enemy."

Jeannette Armstrong, an Okanagan Indian from Pen-
ticton, B.C. warned the delegates against assimilation —
the absorption of a culture by a more dominant one.

She said assimilation "might endanger humanity"
because of the decreasing number of different cultures,
which would result in a loss of vibrancy among various
countries.

Bill Mussell, a native working toward his doctorate in
education at the University of B.C., said he was hearten-
ed by the rediscovery by some indigenous people of the
contributions of elders.

"In recent years, elders have become more important,"
Mussell said. "We are saying 'we value your experience."'

Native Languages are in
Danger!

In an effort to bring the language issue to the attention
of,our community, we will begin a series of articles on
the survival of the Native languages. The people who are
dedicated to this work will be recognized for their ef-
forts. The teachers in the total immersion programs
from the neighboring reserves of Tyendinaga,
Kahnawake and Oka, as well as the teachers from
Akwesasne, including the Akwesasne Freedom School
and the Headstart Program will be featured. In resear-
ching this project, a network of scholars was discovered
between all Mohawk-speaking communities.

Not only are our own people concerned with the disap-
pearance of the Mohawk language, but some non-Native
researchers are compiling indices of resources they have
uncovered at museum and archival resources. Their
material could be useful for educational programs (par-
ticularly language programs). There are incredible
numbers of tapes, videos, photographs, films and un-
published manuscripts.

— Teresa Doxtdator-David

•J!)() Klovcmlh SI. W.
. Cornwall, Ontario

"ELIZABETH'S RIBBON FASHIONS"
Traditional & Contemporary Ribbon

Dresses and Shirts. Custom-made orders for
women, men and children.

Cat! 358-9087
Location: State Road

"Martin" House

NORTH COUNTRY COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM, INC.
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JEFFREY C. WHELAN, C.A.C.
Information and Referral Specialist

• Education Information and Referral service
• Clinton, Essex, Franklin Counties,

Akwesasne Reservation
Phone: 358-4196

We're the Problem Solvers

Farquhar's
Hardware
358-2536
Waters Street
Fort Covihgtdn, NY
OPEN Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m to 5 p.m.
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Ottawa's Top Indian Official not told
Official Not Aware of
Student Funding Cuts

CALGARY — Ottawa's top Indian Affairs official in
Alberta isn't being told his department has cut off fun-
ding to a large number of Native college and university
students. ' "• •.••-•• \ ' - v :"."•'.'• • ' '.

And an Indian Association of Alberta leader charges
the department's senior bureaucrats responsible for
post-secondary education are intentionally keeping the
facts from their boss. T

. Dennis Wallace, the department's regional director
general, last week said he doesn't know anything about
Indian post-secondary stduents whose funding has been
cutoff.'..- '" • • . • • • • •:•••• '• '1 ; • > : : • . " ,

"Regrettably, it hasn't been brought to my attention/'
said Wallace during a press conference to announce the
department's new post-secondary education budget.

Narcisse Blood, A.I.I. vice-president for Treaty 7, says
he "believes" Wallace doesnt know that dozens Of Indian
students throughout Alberta and Westen Canada have
been told — during their final degree and diploma earn-
ing years — that their funding is being cut off.

But that's no excuse, says Blood, who claims it's part of
Wallace's responsibility to know what's going on in his
department. : ^ •:'•'•

"It's up to him to find out," says Blood..
And he says senior post-secondary education

bureaucrats like Andy Morgan, district superintendent
responsible for post secondary education in Southern
Alberta, are keeping the facts secret from Wallace.

A shaken Wallace, who promised to look Into the situa-
tion, indicated Indians have nothing to complain about
because post-secondary education isnt a legislated trea-
ty right. • . . • ' • '. •'•'::-,/.'•':• -<•• ":•;••;'; ••• ':

He said Ottawa has no obligation to provide post-
secondary education to Indians and that the department
"adopted" funding out of the goodness of its heart.

Wallace said there is nothing in signed treaties or the
Indian Act spelling out that Ottawa has a responsibility to
provide Natives with post-secondary education.

However, Blood says Indians clearly feel it is a treaty .
right that Ottawa and Indian Affairs are choosing to ig-
nore. "• -' '•'. '.•' ';. •' '•-. '•>•'•' .':. . \- ' •"-'••.••-.. ' • . .•. ' :•

Wallace says he isnt a ware of protests earlier this year
by Alberta and Saskatchewan post-secondary students
condemning the department's policy of cutting funds to
students — protests widely covered by the KMUUU News
and other Native news media. • :• .

Asked if the failure to include the right of post-
secondary education in the Indian Act was an "over-
sight," Wallace said it's an issue that's never been dealt
w i t h . ; • • • . • • • • . • • . ; ; • ' . . ; > • :

v ; . : . . v . . • • ; " . • • .••

Any changes must be made by polfticahs, he says — not
the department. ' ' ; :;"; V

While Wallace is scrambling to uncover the facts,
federal politicians like Blain Thacker, the MP for
Lethbridge, last week promised Native students he will
call for a moratorium on future cuts. •;'•-.' .:•'.

Wallace says the department is concerned about post-
secondary education, noting the department's Alberta
Budget has jumped from $5.5 million In 1974 to almost
$13 million now. J ; •' -\-; ;•."•'" ;7 . ; " v : '.' .-.'•- \'i •' . .

However, he admitted that doesnt mean all, students
wanting to attend post-secondary institutions will
automatically be granted cash assistance.

And the guidelines for students wanting to go back to
school are tougher, he admitted.

Blood says the figures are impressive — but largely
meaningless because Indian* do not control education
spending; . • . • ..-; '..>S.y.-'.:{.'•;•*:' ' •'•.'•'•'.'•

Control, he says, still rests with the department which,
despite the appearance of giving control to many bands,
still has the final say. ^ i :> :

He also charges that despite the Impressive sounding
figures, much of the money never trickles down to those
it was intended for and is, instead, used to pay for the
department's huge bureaucracy. ; , ''.•••

In Ottawa, Indian Affairs Minister Bill McKnlght, said
the department's new federal post-secondary budget of
$93.7 million has grown by $8 million over the past
decade. ' . . . ' '•'•• '':• ''•"•'/; •"/ : > \ -' : ••'. •'

And, he notes, additional money has been made
available to Natives who regained their Status under the
Bill by the end of the 1987-88 academic year. New ap-
plicants will not receive those special allowances, while
those who have been receiving them will receive them
for one more year only. ' ' .

Finally the appeals process will remain in effect. ;
However, it will hot be possible to lodge an appeal

against a decision by the department, a Band Council or
a Tribal Council that refuses assistahce to an eligible stu-
dent on the basis that funds are no longer available
regionally for student allowances. . !

At the same time, applicants for assistance will be con-
sidered on a priority basis, as follows. I
— Indians and Inuit students who are ertrolled in post-
secondary studies in 1986-87 and are continuing in

. 1 9 8 7 - 1 9 8 8 ; '• •• • • • -'•"•;•:-:. J - : ' ' : ' ' : '• •• j ' ' .•'

— Students who applications for assistance were defer-,
red in 1986-87. V ;; ! >
— Applications from those two categories of students
will be approved as they are submitted. • .

Should fewer applications than anticipated be receiv-
ed, the excess funds will be re-directed to meet other
post-secondary priorities. ; : \

C-31 amendment to the Indian Act. \ •,

McKnight said the number of "fuU-tbne equivalent"
students has grown from about 3,500 less than a decade
ago to about 12,000 during the current academic year.

An information package accoi ipanying the depart*
ment's new post-secondary budget said. |

The guidelines currently governing the post-secondary
student assistahce program are described in DIANO Cir-
cular E12. Three interm changei will take effect im-
mediately for the 1987-88 fiscal ye ar.

They are designed to allow tlie department,
Councils and Tribal Councils to administer the
budget as effectively as possible. ' .

Only those students who havj been residents in
Canada for at least 12 consecutive t jontha prior to apply-
ing will be considered for assistan ae. '

Graduate students will receive th e same allowances as
other post-secondary students. . . , . I

However, the special half-salary composite allowances
for graduate students will be eliinJ nated. |
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Mohawk Concrete &, Paving
RR3, Cornwall Islam, Ont.

613-932-5^
518-358-21

Ready Mix«d_
&. All Masonry Type products
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