
Page 2 INDIAN TIME-O6/17/87

INDIAN TIMJS
...Networking lroquois Communities-yy'Yv y:-y

isa community paper serving Akwesasne,Mohawk people and
eventually all Iroquois communities. v,. ; . v
O u r editorial policy is this: • y ' ' : ••'••;;''' ;
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting n^s md information
from all sides and view points to properly represent au people of
Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with the facts,
nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials or letters ofpeo-
pie who wish to comment on community issues, as long as these
articles are not inflammatory, or hateful, tf someone insists on
nutting their foot in their mouth, we may help them by printing
their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN TIME as a community
service: We can disagree on principle and agree to disagree in
general, but we have to live together and we face the same pro-
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to Informyour possibleenter*
lain you, and help your group or family, and!;to pay• rqaptpct: to
community people. : •':•'::•..'•',yfr,• :..':.y ' - ' . .V SO: ' - . - ;

PRINTED AT: y \. • C ; ;

Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontario

ALL INQUIRIES:' . '' '.•; - .:;:\
Phone. (518) 358-9535 or 358*953} y
office. Akwesasne Notes,'Akwesasne .'

Editorial

*'•* ''??• * • • * • • • * • • • ADVERTISING* • * * ^-f.•
l\DIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES 0
REACH THE COMMUNITY Of v;: AKWESASNE,. WE
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE AffY ADS Oil PRO-
DUCTS THAT ARE BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE
WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE IN^ GENERAL, CALL (f 18)
i.-,8-9535 or 358-9531 FOR RATES. • / "

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR ITi |
W'il-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island •":":-y.'yyV<>.vy
VA.l.T.C. — Cornwall Island ''• V /-vy.-'.;.-y::y A.^y'y'y^-'-
M a m m i l l s S t o r e — R o o s e v e l t o w n ; ; / ; ' - ; ;y.y • :'••'.'.'.. •'.': \
\kwesasne Museum — Libra^/C^iItu>^ri|erttB|'.^..-.4.v

;-;-.;;
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council % : ?;'•-.'"• ;yf,'';y ;
St. Regis Mohawk Dental Clinic • v | v
Senior Citizens Center t- CommunityBldg. Complex
Harry's Market — Hogansburg V ; > •••%
St. Regis Mohawk School —Hogansburg
•\kwesasne Home for the Elders — St. Regis Village
ista's Basket Shop — St. Regis Road • V : :' : v >
I kke t ' s — St. Regis Village . ;. • • •''.^y •;•/••' • y.y' '^•<i/-"^>
I ho Village Restaurant — St. Regis Village ; ; 'y;yy' ';••••'
Cove rnmen t Building — St. Regis Village .; : :
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne ,:'.•:.•..;, Vj;>.-;-y:t; . ; r
Mr. T's — Hogansburg .' '•"'.'••""'' •'•••.•-•.•:"••.: -':• ! ' - . - - y y y " ; - * ' • :
Market #9 — Rt. 37' • .--T-VV'':..^'-". •'" 'V:--'. \ ; . y
(ountry Corner Store — Rt. 37 .-. ; '..'.. .'• ';•,:'.-' y ; r : ; ; v
Cook's Gas Bar - Rt. 37 State Road :'.:•;' V - ) y ^ -
Lawrence & Dyan's Smoke Shop • Rt. 3T y . - : i V
F i s h ' s IGA — F o r t C o v i n g t o n , N Y •,':./i;',^.-.-:X:!;}- --y•'".y- '••••••'••'
Buckshots — St. Regis Village V: y y ^ V y ^ - . ' V -
Miteheirs Grocery —• Snye . "' y ^ ?" • >? < y :
I a rquha r ' s Ha rdwa re — Fort Covington • y ! i :••-
Mohawk Video — Hogansburg :• y > y y y ' V /
Phill ips Grocery — Snye •'..' . y; • • v v y y :';;;vy v ' . ;

HAN'T FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call
us and we can .route our carriers to your; location. Or if
you know of other outlets who would, be willing to sell
our paper, their names or numbers would be ap-
preciated. Call 358-9531.or 358-9535; i \''-̂ v:•'••'•'.'•

• NOTE * NOTE.^^Oi't:*; ;Jtc1v
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for In-
dian Time have increased as follows.; •••';• y \ y. "'•-'
I .S.A. $33.00/year ''.: "y^/:\V'';'. vCy.y.--'^;^.
C a n a d a $ 4 0 . 0 0 / y e a r . ' y - :'{•• .-••'•'•'.':."-'-y.•'
Suhscription for a 3 or 6 month term are negotiable. A
4il t subscription is a great way td keep your relatives that
iive away informed and up-to-date on what's happening
<it h o o i e . ' . • .•. • •••'•'• '•' ..-••". . V ; : . - x ; " , ' - ; • • . • . • - y

Don't miss an issue! Subscribe NOW!
Send your check or money order.tp
SXDIAN TIME • . ' • ' • -".7,.;/'.
P.O. Box 196 . . :-. ;:- y 'y; ' V "^'.'+} ' O.-:-̂ :'W;.>«
Mohawk Nation . • :' V- ; : / i :yyy : ; : - -v ' -^-{ '
\ ia Hooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196 ; ' : 'y ;: -..• /.'•',. •; y " :

TIME KEEPERS : ^ ^ S : ; ; %
i.ditor '.vviivv;. i .DpygG&Qrge
Miinager . . . i, ' . . j ,,.MarkNarsisian
typesetters , . Marianne Bero<St Deb Cook
Heporter/Photos ;..;'•. ".;yt..'.',.V-;, Tina Sunday
He porter/Photos x. . i . . -i.. V vTeresa David
importer/Photos , . , > . . ....DianneSwamp
Bookstore .>;.>->;'."i... Helen Lazore
\d\ertizement/Sales .,'.•.-,•;.'•*.». . ,;,.V:. iilannBay
Suhscriptions/Mailing . . ,...'";\i-y'..:XLeanneKing

DEADLINE for submission of news, articles, notices, an*
nouncements, ads, etc.ifor the neist issue of Indian Time
is FRIDAY, JUNE 19th at 12 NOON.
\oto. this is the deadline if your upcoming event or an-
nouncement falls between JUNE 25th to JULY 1st,

INDIAN TIME
P.O. Box 196

Mohawk Nation
Rooseveltown, N.Y. 1&683-0196

D New Subscription
D Renew Subscription
D Gift Subscription

O USA-1 Year $33.00 i
Q CANADA-1 Year for $40.00

NAME.

ADDRESS..

CITY/STATE.
JRflP • 4,

Please Acknowledge Gift From.

we Thank You For — ThoTimeKBtpen

New Attitudes
If one is sensitive to the community here it is clear that

the people feel a genuine sense of relief now that the
Tribal Council elections are over and a new chief with
new ideas will be taking over from the "old guard".
Already we have seen the first examples of co-operation
amongst the Councils here that promises well for the
future. Of course there will be the odd fellow or two who
will look upon Mohawk unity with fear and mistrust
because it means some of the more outrageous behavior

.here at Akwesasne will have to end but on the whole it
• seems the people have a prosperous, hopefully peaceful

three years ahead of them.
We have seen one positive result in the past week

when the three Councils here intervened on behalf of an
; ejtter who wanted to return home after being away for

many years. The Councils insisted the Canadian Customs
release the trailer home of the elder that had been con-
fiscated for non-payment of import taxes. The Customs
people were clearly impresed by the unity displayed by
the Mohawk Councils. They chose to find an ad-
ministrative clause that allowed them a way out of a con-
frontation but the fact remained that Akwesasne unity
had real influence. For a Mohawk citizen it meant he had
a home to come back to.

; ; It ;Was important however for the Councils here to
make it clear that they were not defending the smuggl-
ing into Canada of the dope, booze, guns and smokes but
afee'-protecting something we can all take pride in. Unlike
Jast October when our community was being
manipulated into a confrontation with the R.C.M.P. and
$he,O<P.P. because a few smugglers wanted to protect
their cigarettes. The situation last week was honest, open
and solved by the use of common sense and diplomacy.

.-•That is what usually happens when our Mohawk people
\ tfusl each other.

, In other areas we can see a similar pattern develop as
the native governments begin to come together in the
face of grave internal threats. Some of the business peo-
ple here were greatly concerned about the recent I con-
fiscation by the New York State Police of fireworks. They
appealed to the Tribal Council to do something to stop
those bad troopers from taking away the slot machines,
and maybe the cigarettes as well. We found this strange'
since it was some of those same buisnesses who have for
inpnths tried to cripple the Tribal Council so it couldn't
Interfere with the businesses and who also triejd to pre-
tend the Nation Council didn't exist. Yet it was those
sarrie businesses who went to Onondaga to attend the
Grand Council of which the Mohawk Nation Council is a •

' p a r t ! . . ; - : " - ' • ' . ' . • . ' • • " . ;

v Why were the businesses at Onondaga? Perhaps they
.were afraid of the decision the Grand Council might
have made regarding the gambling that occurs
throughout the Iroquois communities. They might have
been apprehensive about the power of the Mohawk Na-
tion which, if it so decided, could close those businesses
deemed contrary to the interests of the Mohawk people.
Nonetheless, it might be fair to assume that at least some
of the businesses here have come to accept the influence
of the Confederacy and might at one time choose to
abide by its law, It is a fact that the Mohawk Nation at
least has in the past attempted to protect the legitimate
economic activities here by having rules that would ex-
clude outside authorities from coming onto Akwesasne.

There has to be a change in attitudes amongst the
businesses as well as the people. Reports have been cir-
culating that some of the businesses now have armed
guards who have allegedly been instructed to use their
automatic assault rifles and shotguns on their own peo-
ple if any attempt is made by the Councils to regulate the
gambling here: We have heard that the guards have been
Ordered to put up no resistance to the state police but in-
stead concentrate on the Indians. If this is true then
there is a grave crisis ahead of us. The businesses will be
regulated, there is not doubt about that, but to think
they would risk human life for a dollar is sufficient
reason to have them subject to law and order—Mohawk
style.

Letter To The Editor

Thank You
Michael Cook and Minerva White wish to Thank All

those who took the time to go vote in the Salmon River
Central School Board Election.

Although we did not win seats on the Board of Educa-
tion we will continue to work at helping to improve and
enhance the quality of education at Salmon River Central
School. . ' "-.•'. v - • • . • • - ' . . ' • . • - ..•.••;•.•••.•'•'•*•' y • - . • - *

Mike Cook and Minerva White

Akwesasne
Rebuilding A Community:

People Taking Action
The people of Akwesasne, a community of about 8,000 Mohawks
who live on the St, Regis Indian Reserve, have been trying to
rebuild their community through greater public awareness of
drugs and alcohol abuse by working together, finding and offer-
ing alternatives to substance abuse, and educating each other.
The reserve sprawls across the Camda-U.S. border and straddles
the Ontario, Quebec and New York State borders, tod. Ontario
residents live on Cornwall Island, Qpebec residents in St. Regis
and Snye, and American residents in Hogansburg, New York.
Funding for programs comes from the governments of Canada,
the U.S, Ontario, Quebec and New York state.

Akwesasne, a Mohawk name meaning "where the partridge
drums," is governed by a "tri-council" comprised of the Canadian
band council (Mohawk Council of Akwesasne), the American
tribal_ council (St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council) and the
longhouse or traditional council (Akwesasne Mohawk Nation),

Janice (not her real name) is an attractive, shy 16-year-
old. She bites her lip and lowers her head when asked
why she decided to seek help for an alcohol dependency
which started when she was twelve. "I guess it was the
accidents," she says. Her quiet voice chokes with emo-
tion. "Over the summer, there were a lot of deaths in the
community due to drugs and alcohol. It scared me. I
didn't want to drink anymore."

The spring and summer of 1986 was a difficult time for
the people of Akwesasne—a time not easily forgotten. A
series of tragic car accidents, all involving the use of
alcohol and drugs, took the lives of many loved ones.
The tragedies virtually ripped the community apart,
leaving its people to grieve and wonder what could be
done. :

Then something happened. A group of concerned
health care workers and community members decided
to inform people about the dangers of alcohol and drug
use and offer education. Organizers were astounded
when 225 turned out for the meeting.

Loisj Terrance, director of the St.| Regis Drug and
Alcohol Division, says, "three years ago, you couldn't get
people to talk about the drug and alcohol problem here.
Nobody would admit it. But to have that many people
show up at this meeting! Boy, that's progress!"
Mothers of Akwesasne

The meeting proved to be*a turning point for several
people including neighbors Josie Back and Mary Swamp.
Earlier that week, both women attended three funerals
for friends who had died in a car accident. At the
meeting, Josie announced that she intended to picket
one of the illegal bars operating on the reserve. Mary in-
tended to do the same. They made signs, used the
telephone to- inform other women about their inten-
tions, and staged what was intended to be a quiet
demonstration in front of one of the illegal bars on
Mother's Day. Several other women, mostly mothers and
some young people, joined them. The women decided to
call themselves the Mothers of Akwesasne.

Josie is president of the support group and Mary, vice-
president. It is made up of at least several hundred
women who are only a telephone call away. Over the
summer, the women organized and sponsored several
community activities, including fund-raising events. On
the fourth of July, for example, more than 1,000 people
attended a non-alcoholic Mardi Gras-type event which -
featured games and a chicken barbeque.

Mike Mitchell, grand chief of the Mohawk Council of
^Akwesasne, is optimistic about the direction the com-
munity is taking. "It is cliche to say that we are going to
rebuild a nation, but I find it is actually happening in
Akwesasne. People are pulling together. We still have a
long way to go, but one has to feel that a lot of the major
things wouldn't have happened if the Mother's of
Akwesasne hadn't gotten together." ;

The Canadian council is doing its part to meet the
needs of the community, says Mike, a former director of
the North American Indian Travelling College. The coun-
cil has hired people to deal specifically with the drug and
alcohol problem and Mike says native studies and
langauge programs in the schools have helped. So, he
says, have the drug and alcohol counsellors and social
workers who work at the schools.

To support the community's efforts to provide positive
alternatives to "drinking' and drugging, Mike says the
council donated $10,000 to each of the three Canadian
districts (Cornwall Island, St. Regis and Snye) for social
and recreational activities. In October, for example, the
St. Regis Recreation Committee organized an alcohol-
free Halloween party for young people. The committee
also sponsors local team sports such as hockey and
volleyball, and organizes field t]rips, concerts and craft
classes as Well as dinners for elders.

Tom Porter has been a longhouse, or traditional coun-
cil sub-chief for 16 years. The traditional council is made
up of chiefs, sub-chiefs, clan mothers and faith keepers.
It is a matriarchal unit which holds! fast to traditional
Mohawk beliefs and lifestyles. He sees the role of the
traditional council "as one of providing spiritual healing
to a wounded people." The council is trying to do this
through greater cultural awareness. |
Curriculum Material for Elementary Schools

The St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division, on the Cana-
dian side of the reserve, has played a leading role in com-
batting the substance abuse problem on the reserve
since ft was established in 1983. Staff have completed a
needs [assessment study and set up a j core program. The
Division has just completed and intends to market a
manual on How to perform a native community drug and
alcohol needs assessment.

The goal of the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division is to
increase the level of awareness of the community of
Akwesasne in maintaining healthy lifestyles while conti-
nuing to strengthen its cultural identity. It plans to do
this by establishing an effective culturally-based preven-
tion program for children to increase their resistance to
chemical abuse. The Division also provides counselling
services to native students as well as adults on an in-
dividual and, group basis. One of the Division's primary
objectives is to educate the young about drugs and
alcohol. 1

In 1083, the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division receiv-
ed funding from NNADAP to undertake a prevention and
education program entitled Project REEACH (Reserve
Early Education on Alcohol and Chemicals). The pilot
program, introduced to third grade school children on
the reserve last year, was so successful that NNADAP
allocated separate funding for It this year. The program

The students have responded
gfam whfch incorporate*
prevention. self-awa>
skills and alcohol and A cultural com-skills and alcohol and drug irforjiMw
ponent has been added to the ptogpvn thto year There
are plans to bring elders into the claaaroom to talk to the
children, to read about legends and prophecies and to
discuss the traditional views on drugs and alcohol. In-
structors also hope to keep the chifcfren involved in the
prevention and education project during the summer by
organising activities such as a tr««tton^»weat lodge.

TwentySix-year-old Sheila Jacobs has been the student
counsellor at General Vanier Secondary School ini Corn-
wall, Ontario for two years. She is employed by the St.
Regis Drug and Alcohol Division but shares an office at
the school with the school nurse. Sheila says she has seen
a greater community awareness of chemical substance
abuse since she first started counselling students. P*rt of
that is due to the awareness workshops that she has con-
ducted for teachers and parents tp inform them about
the symptoms of alcohol use, abuse and abuser
adolescents and to provide information about other
drugs such as cocaine and crack. A m of the referrals
Jacobs is getting now are coming from teachers whp are
aware of what to look for in students. ;

So has the incidence of drug and alcohol abuse among
students changed much since Jacobs became
counsellor? St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division Director
Lois says, "It hasnt changed drastically at the high school
level. We will see that over a period of time. We hope
that the curriculum that is being usad jwd developed in
the elementary schools will create attitudinal changes in
children aged six to ten." y .- • j

There are other forces at work in the community) that
are doing their part to decrease the instance of drug and
alcohol abuse. The weekly community newspaper Indian
Time has played a major role in helping to inform
residents about drugs and alcohol. In the, spring! and
summer, the newspaper published a variety of articles,
including stories from j national and international
publications. The newspaper also supports drug-freje ac-
tivities by providing free advertising.

The North American Indian Travelling College is also
involved in helping to solve the substance abuse pro-
blem on the reserve. It co-sponsors community activities
including non-alcoholic events, provides transportation
to and from these activities, and arranges J for
chaperones, if necessary. In addition, the College hosts
cultural and positive self-image workshops for youths
a n d a d u l t s . - '• j ' - • ' ^ • • y . ^ , r " v ; . 1 ' . : 1 . ' ••• .•• •• • '
Changing Attitudes ! > ; . ; ;

Allan Herne is a counsqllor-ln-trainlng at the St. Regis
Mohawk Health Services (iut-patient treatment center in
Hogansburg, New York. He has worked at the center for
two-and-a-half years. The center caseload is about 75
people per month. Counselling is on a one-to-one or
small-group basis. He says that on average clients are
males in their thirities who have been drinking roughly
half their lifetimes. Many of the out-patients he see are
peoplfe who have been ordered by court to get treatment
for an alcohol problem (these people may have been
charged with driving while intoxicated, for example).

But things are slowly beginning to change, Allan says.
"We have people who come in here and say they want to
find out if they have a problem. I ask., them who sent
them. They say nobody. The fact that they come here
themselves, that is something. Three to five years ago
people wouldn't dare ask for information about alcohol
and drug abuse. Now they are approaching their friends
and saying. "Where do I go for help?" Allan believes the
hew attitude is largely due to the agencies in the com-
munity which have come together and organized
awareness and information presentations. He says the
center is gradually seeing its out-pjtient statistics go up
and that means more people areI^rajtag for help.

The Partridge House is a U.S.<funded, in-patient treat-
ment center for alcohol and drug abusers. The center
first opened in 1981 as a half-way house under the direc-
tion of the St. Regis Mohawk Health Services Board,
Hogansburg, New York. It consists of two house-trailer
units which sleep six people and a live*in staff person.
There is also a meeting room and a carpentry workshop.
Patients have daily routines, classes and counselling pro-
grams which include everything from group meetings to
cultural awareness classes. The staff consists of two
counsellors-in-training, a program director, twoT-esident^
aides and a cook/housekeeper. The Partridge House has
a success rate of about 60 to 80 percent. Success is
measured by one year of sobriety per patient. Only six
people at a time are enrolled in the 8-week program and
there is always a waiting list, •
A Lot of Work To Be Done •

An important part of treating people with chemical
dependencies is having weU4rained workers and
counsellors. That is one of the reasons the St. Regis
Mohawk Health Services sponsored a Sharing across the
borders conference for drug and alcohol workers in Cor*
nwall in August. Conference workshops focused on
youth issues, suicide and school curricula. A total of 321
people attended the conference which was intended to
help community workers learn the practical application
as opposed to theories. .: :̂ :. ^ •. ,

While there is still a lot of work to be done, the com-
munity of Akwesasne is trying to do what it can to over-
come the drug and alcohol programs which have
destroyed so many lives. Mohawk council chief Mike
Mitchell says that there is a different kind of atmosphere
in Akwesasne these days. '1 am not Just trying to paint a
good picture. We have our problems, they are stiff there
and we have a long way to go. But we have taken off. We
are out of the starting gate."
Reprinted from MEDICAL SERVICES BRANCH, Health and
Welfare Canada, March 1987

Strawberries Have Returned
Again!

On Saturday, June 20 ever• • , • • * ' w >» ••"*•» J•»•»»» i s i n
Strawberry Festival at the Akwesasne

TJUs Festival i s h l d t U b h

is invited to attend the
U h ^

is
UnH.

offered to
to grade eight.

about 300 children in

y Festival at the Akwesasne Uwghouse
^ J Festival isheld to ceU brat* the arrival of the first
of the many berries that tho Creator Sent for us. In the
present times, with our problems and concerns about
S f ^}^JC' wu *"" *"****> *»» " • can be truly thankful

berries have grown again this year.
i ^ 5 *!? *"?**' M fm& IP*1 Wwds to celebrate, it
is the custom for every family to bring food. Enough
fried bread, strawberries, white corn meal (for tfts
Festival corn mush will be made A, served) to feed your
own family and guests that may b« there l o o a y o u r

flan to attend in your finest Traditional outfit and
celebrate another Festival as we complete the cystaof
Ceremonies given to us by the Creator.

'A


