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Fireworks Confiscation Draws Protest
The; June; 4 \(;\v York State Police raid on Akwesasne

that i-(;sult(;fl in the confiscation of, according To police,
:U),()(!() pounds of fircweirks drew sharp criticism -front
Allan Ciarrow Sr., a businessman who was charged with
a misdemeanor count for the sale of illegal fireworks.

Mr. (larrow cont(;sled the legal right of N̂ W York to in--
vade. Akwesasne with armed troopers using a search
'warrant signed by a Franklin County judge.; Garrow:said
that he had no warning of the raid which is said to have
involves! over 20 police officers striking four businesses
at the same time. • . . • • :. • • !•

New York State Police Confiscating Fireworks
From Mohawk Video. Photo:, Tina Sunday •

Also facing the; same; charge as Garrovy was John' Hail-'
sum, the owner of Mohawk Video, Linda Lazore e>f
(doks Gas Bar anel Craig Garrow, an individual'Allan
Garrow Jr. claimed was simply "watching ewer the.
business while I we;nt on an errand." ' . : : '•'•"''•.

Allan Harrow Sr. saiel the eight troopers who tdok the
fireworks from his residence on Satserati (State) Road
denied him the right lei make a telephone call so he
could ask for he;lp. (iarreiw said he heard the troopers
say, l.els ge-l the; lu;ll e)ul e>f here-we're going to have a
r io t . " • ' . • . ' •• ' • ' . ' •• ' • ' . . -• ' . :" .;• • ; ' ' ' . : :

(iarrow Sr. saiel he; went to theSt; Regis Mohawk Tribal
( ouiicil on June 1st te> obtain a license for his business.
Tribal Administrator Saka Pembleton confirmed tile
visit, noting that she could not give Mr. Garrow a
lirev\ oiks lice-use- since; I he Tribe didn't have afji-ewnrks
license Ms. Pembleton recalled that the stale

Emergency Dei|ree
Doesn't CpnceJcii

Mohawk Officials

A state; e»f emergency" for the community was
declared June; 4 by a group called the "MohawkiPeople
e>f Akwe;sasne". The; group, which issued a red letter prd-
e-Jamation, stated in a public release that the emergency
was declared because of "continued violation 0f our
aboriginal native r ights froip Outside law
e;nfe>re:enu;nts(sic)", an apparent reference^ to the New

.York State Police. -
The declaration by the group was issued-after; the con-

fiscation of fireworks at a number of local businesses by
the state police June 4th. The statement does not in-
elieate what the "People of Akwesasne" "will dp if the
troojjers continue to confiscate property but states that
any firearms brought onto our reserve will constitute

an invasion of our native rights to govern and regulate
ourselves." '-'•',-

Attempts by Indian Time to contact the group or its.
representatives met with repeated refusals by anyone to
give; information on the group or its plans. f

A spokesperson for the New York State Pblicesaid the
troopers were aware of the "declaration of alert" but
they would not take the notice seriously because it lack-
ed the support of either the Mohawk Nation Council or
the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council. There were no'.
names telephone numbers or addresses on the declara-
tion- which was placed on the sales counters of several
leical businesses. ' . •'.. y• '-•" .•- '

An official with the Mohawk Nation said the Council
lacked any knowledge of the state of emergency or that
the chiefs endorsed the declaration. The spokesperson
questioned the validity of the emergency decree because
no one would take responsibility for it. . :

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council also repudiated
the statement of emergency for the same reasons as the
Mohawk Nation but a spokesperson added that since the
community did not have a police force of its own the
people should have the option of calling the troopers for
a s s i s t a n c e . • " - '/•./.;:". '• • • • ••"-• "• ' . . ' . . ' '•• • •

police had visited her office to inform her that residents
, of Massena and Ft. Covington were complaining about
firework* the residents claimed came from Akwesasne.
A meeting between the tribal chiefs and Mr. Garrow had
been scheduled to discuss the license request this week,

•': Allan Garrow Jr. put the dollar value of his losses te) the
state police raid at between $40-50,000. Garrow Sr. was
dismayed that he couldn't get any help from anyone. He
said he has a weak heart fe>r which he takes medication,
a.conditiejn he maintains was aggravated by the assault

'.-'upon his home. Both Garrenvs said that if the Tribal
Council had told them to stejp selling they would have.
They 'rioted that .at Onondaga a fair warning had been
given prior to the banning of fireworks there and that
the businesses had been given time; te> sell their remain-
ing'stock.- -

"Wei need our own laws here, laws that would ke;e;p the;
state; police eiut of the reservation." Garrow Sr. said , "ac-
e'ordirig to a 1980 agreement the police should have at
least had a chief present."

Allan Garrow Jr. agreed With his father, saying thai,
"The state police should not have; jurisdiction here, if
anyone came in it should have been the federal mar-
shalls."

The Garrows have hired an attorney te) fight the state
police-charge for which, upon conviction, could result in
a 90 day jail term and a fine of $500.

State Police Confiscating Fireworks from
Cooks Gas Bar. Photo: Deb Cook

The New York Power
Authority

The facilities at the St. Lawre;nce Seaway and the N..Y.
••Power-Authority-.on Rarnhart Island are part of the;
Mohawk land claims. In order-to assess the value of the
claims, data is needed em the projects there. The follow-
ing article gives our. community information em those
projects. • " . . - . " •

..•The-'New York power Authority is New York's largest
electricity supplier. In addition to .St.. Lawrence-FDR,
here use eight other .power projects and 1,000 miles of
..'transmission .-lines. The facilities, plus energy imported
from Canada, provide New York State with ewer one-
third of its electricity.

The primary objective is to serve? the people of the
State. No profit is earned from the electricity, nor are tax
dollars or State credit. Instead, the Authority is financed
through operating .revenues, and the sale e>f bonds to
private investors.

To save New Yorkers millions of deillars a year, 70% of
the electricity generated is low-cost hydropower. The St.
Lawrence-FDR project, among the country's largest
hydropower systems, is one of the Pe>wer Authority's ac-
complishments.

Continued on page 7, see NEW YORK POWER

Ironworkers Receive
Refunds

In an interview with Barbara Barnes, the secretary of
the Mohawk Nation Council, it has been learned that a
few refund checks have been received by ironworkers.
The largest amount refunded has been $9,000. from the
U.S. Federal government for the 1986 taxation year.

This is very encouraging news for the tax preparers
and for the people who are filing their tax returns and
claiming treaty rights.
. Former residents of Akwesasne, who live in bther
states, (California, for example) have contacted the tax
office for assistance. Other nations, (Cayuga and
Tuscarora) have expressed an interest in this unique tax
preparation.

There have been more than 500 forms filed and
prepared by the staff at the Tax Offices. Joanne Oakes
and Kathy Mitchell have prepared the bulk of the
/returns since the first form has been filed. They report a
good response from the people in paying the $20 fee for
the preparation of the tax form. This fee includes sen-
ding follow-up letters, which include copies of Treaties,
when the applicant gets a response from the govern-
ment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 SEE REFUNDS
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TARBELL—SMOKE
WIN BY A LANDSLIDE

A record voter turnout of 796 people turned out at the
June 6 elections for the three year petitions of chief and
sub-chief on the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council. Can-
didates Harold Tai'bell and Hilda Smoke defeated incunr-
bent chief Julius Herne and former head chief Leonard
Garrow in an unce>niested election. . . .
<Tarbell drew upon support from all areas of the tribal

electoral districts to win 492 votes to Herne's 297. Tarbell
attributed his sweep to the voters expressing a desire for
change from the confrontational type of politits said to
be practised at the Tribe. Tarbell was backed by many
people who canvassed the reservation on his behalf.
Tarbell ran for e>ffice without endorsement from any
.group but concentrated instead on his administrative ex-

perience and a promise to make the Tribal Council a
more "open" government. .

Tarbell's running mate, Hilda Smoke, was also elected
into office when she scored 452 votes to Garrows 330. A
total of 14 ballots were «poited Smoke ran on a cam-
paign platform that stressed the need~toInvolve more
tribal members in the affairs of the community. She, like
Tarbell, expressed concern about the seeming
deteriorating of good relations within Akwesasne.
Smoke said she would carry out her campaign promise
of getting more involved as a sub-chief, an office that has
had little real power within the tribe.

Tarbell and Smoke are scheduled to take office July
1 s t . . . ' . . . • • . : ' ' • . ". - ' .- ' . - , . • , ' : , - V ••••• .

Tribal Waterline
Continues

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council has begun work
on the waterline in the Ahnawate section of Akwesasne.
The project was originally scheduled to begin in
November of 1985 but was delayed because of budget
problems at the Tribe. The project is under the direction
of Rtmdy Hart, the Tribe's Environmental Technician
and is supposed to guarantee safe drinking water for the
Ahnawate residents, an area that is reported to be heavi-

ontaminated with wastes from the industrial plants,
t was able to secure funding to complete the project

Pictured above are the students
School of Ithaca New York in front
Notes/Indian Time building.

from the Alternative
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The waterline is being financed by the U.S. federa'

ernment through the Indian Health Services. The
of the project was originally set at $350,000 but rose
450,000 because of the new homes now under con-
iction at Ahnawate.
ccording to Hart the work crews have dug 11,000 feet
ar. Completion date is set for August of this year.

]Puscaroras Continue
Protest

A crowd of 150 people protested peacefully against a
commercial bingo hall at Tuscarora June fifth and sixth
despite threats of beatings from the bingo hall guards.
The bingo games, which are allegedly sponsored by the
Tuscarora Warrior Society, opened the weekend of May
29-31. ;

According to sources there was a massive explosion
one half mile from the bingo hall June 4 which is alleged-
ly being probed by the Federal Bureau irf investigation.
The New York State Police have been monitoring the
protests which had been marked by physical assaults
during its first week.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 SEE PROTEST

A group of ten young people
from the Alternative School of It
the Akwesasne Freedom
dian Time and Ray Fadden at t
While at Akwesasne the group cai
and hiked to the Freedom School
social put on by the school in
group also visited the offices, of
Time where they learned how ti
together.

A overnight trip took the
Head where Notes used to be

and three instructors
New York visited

Akwesasne Notes/ln-
Six Nations Museum,
iped at Raquette Point

(where they attended a
of their visit. The

wesasne Notes/Indian
two papers were put

»o_ fiill Top at Owl's
" The campers

enjoyed a night of wilderness and in the morning receive
ed a lesson of instruction from R iy Fadden.

Dave Lehman, Director of the School, said that the
students had a great time and a very educational visit
and most enjoyed dancing witl the children of the
Freedom School. This was the so sond annual visit by a
group from the school and according to Mr. Lehman,
"they hope to be back next year with a new group of
s t u d e n t s . " • ' • • •. ..'.•• • " . • • • • : V ' . - . l " ' " ' . ' , ••,•',',' ••:•.:..•••:'.-•'''.••
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