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A Voice From Eastern Door

Left to Right: King Chris Thomas, Queen Amy White, Theresa Adams & Toby Sunday.
- ' • • • ' • - , ! . ' • - - . . ; • - . • - 1 • ' , • • • • . ' • . • :

Salmon
For the first time in the school's history thepronrcourt.

was made up of all Native Mohawks from Akwesasne.
Crowned King was Chris Thomas and his Queen Amy
White. Attending them were Prince Toby Sunday and
Princess Theresa Adams.

The senior class chose as its theme "Friends & Lovers"
and worked hard to transform the Elementary Gyrri into
a pastel balloon depicting their theme. The prom started
at 8:00 p.m. and received some of the most beautiful
young ladies and most handsome young men thai the .

j

School Senior Prom
; • ; : • • " • • • • • • - • . . • / _ • . .

school had to offer.
The prom ballroom was filled with music and dance as

95 young couples enjoyed themselves making this years
prom-one of the largest.

The transformation of the gym was performed by the
Senior and Junior Class. Organizers of the event were
Mr., Wallbridge, Mrs. Cappiello and Mr. Bissell. Con-
gratulations to our Seniors and Juniors for a job well
done.
: C.Jacobs

Mohawk Nation
Responds To

Tuscarora Reqiiest
For Help

The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs responded to a
request for assistance from the Tuscarora Natipn in Us
struggle! to prevent a commerical bingo fr.tim opening
there!. • . . •. • .:'•/••,.• • • " : ; ' : " • • : •.

1 'he bingo operation was initiated by Joseph "Smojkey
Joe Anderson, a Tuscarora and resident of that cprjrv-
munity, located 10 miles northeast of Niagara Falls, N.Y..
Anderson maintains that the bingo hall is owned by the
Tuscarora Warrior Society. The Tuscarora Nation Coun-
cil passed a law in April forbidding gambling with that
community. A confrontation between the : bingo
employees and supporters of the TuseaJ'ora Nation
resulted May 29 when the hall was first opened and at-
tempts were made to force it to close by blocking the .
road leading to the building.

Continued on page 5 see NATIONS

Typical advertising of f ireworks at the Onondaga Territory along Route 11. Photo: D. Swamp

Gambling, Fireworks Outlawed at Onondaga
The issue of gambling, which comes in^many forms;

such as high stakes bin^o, one armed bandits, and other.
games of chance, along with sales of fireworks that have
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When asked what hi id precipated the Council's deci-pp
or business on Onondaga Ter-
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ritory Chief Shenandoah replied that there had,been a
growing concern voiced by the community. Complaints
had been brought to the Council's attention such as in
the case of the sales o fireworks. The Onondagas said
they were not going to' vait until a child was seriously in-
fured before anything was done. According to Chief
Shenandoah there are c ix places where fireworks can be

, purchased on the Onondaga Territory.
As to the question of what will be done to non-native

people who purchase the fireworks, Chief Shenandoah
replied that the Council will work co-operatively with
the Onondaga County Sheriff's Department. A press
release will be given to the area newspapers in order that
the non-native peoples are made aware of the possibility
of arrest for purchasing firework items. The law en-
forcement department will stop vehicles coming off the
Onondaga Territory and if found to be in possession of
fireworks, charges will be made against the non-native
purchaser. The press conference will serve as a warning
to non-natives not to purchase the fireworks items ac-
cording to Chief Shenandoah.

Chief Shenandoah cited a complaint that was brought
to. the Council regarding the slot machines which are
located in some of the business establishments. A
mother had given "her teenage son money to buy his
sneakers, instead the boy spent the money on the slot
machines, losing it all. The mother couldn't afford to lose
this amount of money and her son wasn't able to get his
sneakers.

/ "Whose responsibility is it? When is gambling ok? Does
it depend on whether you win or lose? What if the
boy had won, say $200.00, would the mother complain
then? Would she have given permission for her son to go
and play the slots and win some more?" said Chief
Shenandoah. "These are the things that the Council had
to consider and decide about," continued Shenandoah,
'These are part of the reasons the Council passed the
anti-gambling law for the Nation."

; . When asked how the Council was going to enforce
these laws when the deadline for the native business
people to comply with the law goes into effect on June
4th, 1987, Chief Shenandoah calmly answered, "We'll
find out when the time comes. We'll know what to do
then to close them down."

Indian Time was given a copy of the Onondaga anti-
gambling law and explosives control ordinance which is
prihted here in its entirety,

— Dianne Swamp
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Candidate Profile
Harold Tarbell

As a public service for the Akwesasne community In-
dian Time has made an attempt to interview the can-
didates for the three year position of chief in this year's
Tribal Council elections scheduled for, Saturday, June
6th at the Community Building in Tekahswenkarorens.

Incumbent chief Julius 'Speed' Herne was asked if he
Would like to be interviewed so that our readers might
know where he stands on the issues that affect our com-
munity, Mr. Herne declined.

We contacted candidate Harold Tarbell who agreed to
iinswer our questions. Mr. Tarbell is a resident of

, Satserati (State) Road, the son of Harvey and Jennie Leaf
Tarbell. Born in 1957 Harold is the ninth child in a family
of 16 brothers and sisters. He was educated at the St.
Regis Mohawk School and is a 1975 graduate of Salmon
River Central School, where he was senior cfass presi-
dent, a member of the Honor Society and the recipient of
a Regents scholarship. He attended St. Lawrence Univer-"
sity in 1979 with a B.A. in sociology. Harold was a tutor-
counsellor there in the Upward Bound program.

Continued on page 7, see PROFILE

Back row L-R: Tom White, Joe Martin, Albert Lazore,
Mose McDonald, Elijah Benedict .
Front row L-R: Agnes Garrow, Mary Thomas, Prank
Swamp who is the oldest man at the age of 95. One of

the oldest ladies Cecelia Thomas age 88, Margaret
Lazore and Agnes Benedict also one of the oldest
ladles at age 88.

! Photo: Tina Sunday

Honor Dinner Held for Elders
On May 28, 1987, a dinner was held giving honor to our

Elders. The occassion honored those who were 85 years
and older. The event was sponsored and held at the St.
Regis Mohawk Senior Citizens Center • in.
Tekahswehkahrorens.

Beatrice Jacobs was the M.C. for the festivities. Beatrice
welcomed the elders who were able to attend. The
elders Were asked to introduce themselves and to give

The McKnigtfit Letter
a story on the loss of
e residents because of

meant
attend
Herne

Indian Time last issue carried
educational benefits to Akwesasi
a telegram sent to the Department of Indian Affjairs in
February by Tribal Chief Julius 'Speed' Herne. The
telegram was written by Herne to protest the "in-
terference" in tribal affairs by Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne Chief Mike Mitchell. The letter had what has
resulted in very serious problems for bur community.

Education assistance provided l[)y the Mohawk Council
to all band members regardless of residency has *
many of our people have made better lives as they
colleges ranging from Mater Dei to Cornell. The
letter provoked the Department of Indian Affairs into in-
itiating an investigation into co lege funding with the
result that strict residency requirements are novy in ef-
fect. The future for many of our students is very bleak.

We have heard that the Mohawk Council knew of. this
letter long ago and was waiting for the tribal elections to
release it. To put an end to this accusation we have
decided to print the letter sent by McKnight j to the
Mohawk Council. The date the letter was sent is May 12.
It was received by the Council a week later. Anyone who
doubts this can come into our office and see the letter.
We are less concerned about justifying our article than
we are about the future of our people. ,

We have now learned that the D.I.A. has decidjed that
the 12-month residency rule will now be applied tp all In-
dian communities across Canada. So in spite of the belief
by many that Herne has had no impact whatsoever as a
leader he, because of a personal grudge, has effected the
educational dreams of hundreds of Indians nation-wide.

a g e . • r . - - ' ' • • " • • ,': - • ' . ' . ' . • • • " ' • . -\ •

A special entertainment was presented by one of our
elders, Cecelia Thomas of Kanatakon who sang a friend-
ship song in Mohawk. Cecelia then thanked everyone for
b^ing at the dinner. ; : [

When Francis Jock of Satserati who is 90 years old Was
asked "how qld are you?" Francis replied "39 but I feel
l i k e 1 7 ! " j . •' - .-•. "• • • ' •• •-. > • < , : : ' - ""W ' T . \ •'

j Herne
' Refuse to Debate

on

Continued on page 3, see McjNIGHT

Fights Heat Up I
Tuscarora Bingo

Dispute
TOWN OF LEWISTON — Tempers flared Friday as the

second day of picketing outside the Tuscarora Warriors
Council bingo hall erupted into a series of fights and
shoving matches between warriors and protesters.

About 20 New York State troopers and.Niagara County
Sheriff's deputies helped restore order in front of the
Saunders Settlement Road hall. Police reported no in-
juries and there were no arrests.

Protesters, claiming to represent the people of the
Tuscarora Nation, are picketing because they say bingo
is restricted on the reservation by order of the Tuscarora
chiefs. ' " ' • • • '

Businessman Joseph Anderson, representing the war-
riors council, cited a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling
that allows bingo, unregulated by state governments, to
be played on reservations. • • • ' . • • •

Both sides in the conflict are seeking legal avenues to
resolve the situation.

"We're working on an injunction (to stop the games),"
Chief Kenneth Patterson said. "We dont condone this
kind of action (picketing), but that's their right to do it.
We have to keep the peace." .

Timothy Tophey, an attorney for Anderson, said he
would seek an injunction barring picketers from block
ing Anderson's property. The bingo hall is behind Ander-
son's house, • , . •""•••.

"They can do it (picket) in between the driveways and
they can do it on the shoulder of the road, that's fine,"
Toohey said. "But they can't legally block the driveway."

Protesters not only blocked the driveway leading to
the hall Friday but also verbally assaulted players trying
to enter.

Continued on page 5, see FIGHTS

A crowd of about 40 concerned tribal members •
ed up Tuesday, June 2nd at the St. Regis Mohawk'
Council to hear the candidates for chief and sub-cl
debate the issues in a forum sponsored by the Triber

[The moderator of the event, Tribal AdministratoivSika
Pembleton, delayed the start of the debate for a quarter
of an hour while the people waited for incumbent chief
Julius Herne and his running mate, Leonard V, Garrow,
to show up. Neither did. ;•."'.••

'Herne had been in formed of the debate a numbe i
times but did not notify tribal officials of his decision;
to appear, Herne apparently catted Massena radio stat
WMSA to say he would not debate chief candid-
Harold Tarbell. Radio CKON was not told of his decisi
Also kept in the dark were Tarbell and subHchiefcui-
didate Hilda Smoke.

I Ms. Pembleton elected to have the candidates answer
questions from the public which will be broadcast
f\adio CKON on June 4 and 5 on the noon hour show

Three Killed Iii Car
• v — - : / •• :• V C r a s h : ••* y v

', Three Akwesasne youths were killed in a single v«
car accident May 31 in Ellenburg Center, N.Y. Dead
Crystal Francis, 18 of Kanatakon; James Del
Papineau, 21, of Kawehnohkawenone; and
Adams, 19, of Tsisniene. In critical condition at
Champlain Valley Regional Hospital, Piattsburgh, is A
King, 17. In fair condition is Philip Benedict, 21 and
sixth passenger, TaraBastedo-Laughing, 15.
{According to the Piattsburgh State Police the

owned by Daniel Adams was east bound on s
highway 190 (the Old Military Turnpike} when it t
make it through the curve because of "high speed."
vehicle struck a guard rail, left the road and plunged
feet down the bank of the Cluusy River. ; . .

The troopers said the driver of the car was ejected
from the vehicle along with one of the passengers. A
cond passenger was partially ejected

Francis and Delormier-Papineau were pronounced
dead at the scene. Adams died at the Champlain HospiUl
due to internal injuries. : •.;.'': ;

Funeral services for the deceased are scheduled lor
Thursday, June 4th at the St. Regis Catholic Church. Ser-
vices for James Delormier-Papineau will be at 11:00 a jn.,
for Crystal Francis at 1:00 p.m.' and for Daniel Adams at
4:00 p.m. with internment in local cemeteries. '

SRCS Holds Board

lie,
ite

1 For the first time, voting machines will be used in the
1987-88 school board race lor two board positions. To
help familiarize you with how the voting, machines
work, the Education Committee has obtained two U)
demonstrator voting machines. The voting machines
will look exactly like the ones that will be used on <
day, June 10th. The demonstrator voting machines
be in the Akwesasne Library and in the lobby of
Community building all next week, (June 1-5). Tnesje'
be a volunteer who will explain the process of using
voting machine to you. For further instructions see
article tided "Using Voting Machines"

This year there are two positiona available for the I
school board. Presently Minerva White and
Cook are in the running for these positions. It is very tan-
portant that we elect them into these positions giving us

Continued i
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