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Indian Stereotypes Ingrained
inUJS.

I by Ron Martz
The false images of the American Indian are persistent

and pervasive in our culture.
These stereotypes are so ingrained, say Indian

scholars, that people who would be outraged by racial
slurs against other ethnic minorities barely blink when
American Indians are demeaned.

"This stuff never stops. The stereotype of the American
Indian is with us all the time," say Rayna Green, a
Cherokee Indian and director of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion's American Indian program.

Some recent.examples:
— On Nov. 23> 1986, CBS-TV sportscaster Irv Cross began
a report on "NFL Today" by telling viewers to "circle the
wagons and keep the women and children out of sight.
The [Washington] Redskins are on the warpath."

Had Cross, a black, used similar terms and images
about his own ethnic minority, he would have risked
public crucifixion by the NAACP, the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and every other group that pur-
ports to represent people of color.
— The current edition of the popular fold-out Rand
McNally road map of North Carolina and South.Carolina
urges travelers to visit Oconaluftee Indian Village and
Ihe Museum of the Cherokees, where "Cherokee braves
will show you how they use their blowguns; squaws will
string beads together."

"Squaw," Papoose" and "brave" are regarded by most
Indians as being as insulting as are "Mammy," "pickanin-
ny " and "black buck" to blacks.
— A story in the Washington Times in late October told
readers "political war paint is on and wagons are circl-
ing" in a Colorado congressienial raê e in which an Indian
rancher ran against a non-Indian rancher. Accompany-
ing the article were photographs of the Indian candidate,
Ben Nighthorse Campbell, a Northern Cheyenne Indian,
elressed in a feathered war bonnet, and Mike Strang, the
non-Indian candidate, dressed in a white cowboy hat.

Indians say they are the only race of people equated
with a profession (cowboys).
— If the Atlanta Braves baseball team hadn't dismantled
the dancing-Chief Noc-A-JInma's tipi (the. correct Indian
spelling) and fired him-r-for reasons having nothing .tei.
do with sympathy toward Indians—it wemld have topped
this list of Indian-stereotypes.

But Atlanta's baseball team and many either speirts
.'.teams.continue to use Indians as mascots. Indians are
the only, race of-people given'equal billing in this ceuin-
Iry's arenas and stadiums with animals, pieces e)f

'a'ulnmotive equipment, and hosiery.-
"Unlike either grenips that wemld just ne>t allenv

something like this to happen, Indians have never been
able to-lobby successfully te> steip these things," said,Ms.
(ireen.

"All ol these' symbols, ne> matter how innocuous," says
Siizan..-Shown Harjo, executive directeir of the Natieinal
-Congress of American-Indians, "Lead-to dehumaniza-
tion, and dehumani/.atiem results in a loss of hope due lo

•low self-esteem." .
INDIAN MASCOTS DEMEANING

The use e»f Indians as.sporls masceit's is'considered par-
ticularly dehumanizing by many Indians. The Atlanta
Braveis, the Washington Redskins, the Florida Stale

-.•Seminoles, the St. John's Redmen and (he; Cleveland In-
dians are among the worst.offenders, because they eein-
Stantlv makevheadlines on the; sports pages, and headline;
writers often re;fer to their preclilecliem for "scalping' the
"opponent.

Some; se;hools have; ehange;el the; iiickname;s of their
'':'sj]orts Icams—me>sl -notably Slanfeirel University and
Dartmouth.Coll{;ge;, from Indians to the Cardinal and the;
Gresen, respe(*ti-vely,- but emly after much hue; and cry
IVe>m eiulrageid -non-Indian alumni.
MOVIE SCRIPTS KEEP STEROTYPES ALIVE

Saturday afternoon- B-meivie westerns, which were an
:. extension e>f the Wilel We;sl shows of. Ihe late 1800s, have;
played a major role in-perpetuating Indian-stereotypes.-

-Through movies, the ielea of one Inelian language, one In-
dian religion and OIK; Inelian moele of dress (usually
buckskins and feathered war bemnels) was presented le»
the American publie\ Little thought was given by |>rei-
eiuc(;rs aoel eiire;cte)i\s that -there are; still more; than 300
Indian tribe;s in this country, e;ach with a different
culture, traelitieins, set of valuers and language.
This miseu)ne".e;ptie)n of the; universality of Indians was

•made first by Ceilumbus, who mistakenly thought he; was
in India when he landeul em San Salvador in 1492. He;
dubbed the; elark-skinne;el inhabitants "los Inelios."

(I'm glad Columbus wasn't looking for turkey," says a
bumper slicke;r seen fre;que;ntly in and around Inelian
•reservations.)

The name Indians stuck, giving rise to the; ide;a thai
these indigemeuis people theuighl of thc;mse;lve;s as one-
graup,

'SCREWED UP ABOUT INDIANS'
Even Indians nave helped perpetuate the stereotype of

themselves. The best example can be seen in Cherokee,
N;C. So-called Cherokee "chiefs'' line U.S. 441 in their
beaded moeerasins, fringed buckskins and feathered war
bonnets, beckoning teuirists lo have their photos taken
with them. The "Chiefs" dress like Plains Indians, and neit
like traditieinal Cherokees, because, they say, tenirists e;x-
pe;ct all Indians te) look alike.

it is not an image that plays well with traditiemal
Cherokees. Says Ms. Green, "A lot e)f Indians have been
forced for. economic reasons to play these kinds of
reiles."

The total effect of this 'perpetuation eif stereotypes, she;
says, is to alleiw non-Indians to-avoid dealing with In-
dians as people.

"American people are really screwed up abeiul
Indians," says Ms. Green. "They want to think of us in
these romantic terms. They don't want to let us inte) the
20th century. They de>n't want us to wear .three-piece
suits or drive pickup trucks eir carry a briefcase to weirk,
because that means they would then have to deal with us

, as human beings." .
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MEMBERSHIP continued from front page ;

COMPOSITION OF THE AKWESASNE MEMBERSHIP
BOARD

The Akwesasne Membership Board shall be composed
of seven (7) community-elected people, namely six
members and one chairperson. Two members from
each district of Snye, St. Regis, and Cornwall Island will
be elected by that respective district; the Chairperson
shall be elected by all three districts. The Chairperson
and one member of each district shall serve a term of
four years; the remaining three members shall serve a
term of two years.
"SPOUSE" includes:
(a) a person considered to be a spouse according to the
traditional laws of the Mohawk Community of
Akwesasne.
(b) a person married under the laws of the province or
other government; :

(c) a person in a common-law relationship with a
member.

PART ONE: MEMBERSHIP
QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
4. A person is a member of the Mohawk Community of
Akwesasne if that person:
(a) Was on the Membership Rolls on the date of enact-
ment of this Code, or is entitled to be on the rolls;
(b) Is a child of two members of the Mohawk Nation in
Akwesasne, or is the "Adopted Child" of two members of
the Mohawk Nation of Akwesasne;
(c) Has been granted Membership according to the provi-
sions of Part Two of this Code.
RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF AKWESASNE
5. Rights and benefits to which members are entitled in-
clude: .
(a) Residency
(b) Land ownership
(c) Housing
(d) Political privileges; voting, holding office
(e) Territorial education . |
(f) Territorial social assistance
(g) Treaty and aboriginal rights particular to -the
Mohawks of Akwesasrie I '
(h) Burial Rights
(i) Right to share in annuities, royalties or other revenue
and capital payments paid to members
LOSS IW MEMBERSHIP RIGHTS
6. A person ceases to be a member of the Mohawk Com-
munii y in Akwesasne when that person:
(a) Renounces his or hur membership
(b) Beesomes a member of another First Nation
(c) Beejame a member tltrough marriage prior to April 17,
1985, and the marriage has been terminated
(d) Is found by the Membership Board to have seriously
breached community itandards of conduct, or being t\
consistent disruptive force in the community
(e) Is found by the Membership Board to have been in
eluded on the Akwesasne Membership Rolls under
fraudulent eir erroneous conditieins
(f) Notwithstanding subsection 6(b) of this Code, a
Member e)f the community' in Akwesasne may also be
enrolled em the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Rolls
7. In exercising its power under subsection -6(d) erf this
.code the Akwesasne Membership Board must grant the
member a full hearing and cemsider submissions
presented by either members of the Akwesasne Com-
munity.
8.(a) The Akvvesasne Membership Board may revoke

jmbership rights permanently e>r for a fixed perie>d eif
le and mav establish reasemable conditions for
nstatement eif membership.

m
tir
re
(b) A person whose Membership Rights have been revok-
ed pursuant ' to Section 6 erf this Code may. appeal the
decision within thirty (30) days to the Council of Elders.
(c) The Council of Elders must grant the appellant a full
hearing and render its decision within sixty (60) days of
the elate an appeal is made, provieling the appeal is in ac-
cordance with subsect ion 8 (b) of thirty (30) days.
(el) The decision erf the Council erf Elders is final.

PAR! TWO: APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION
9. A person of native ancestry may seek probationary
membership in Akwesasne by applying in writ ing te) the
Akwesasne Membership Board;
10. If so requested, the Akwesasne Membership Board
must grant te> the applicant a full hearing and consider
submission from either members of the'community;
11. In-deciding whether le) grant Probationary Member-
ship, the Akwesasne Membership Board shall consider
the fol lowing criteria:
(a) Whether the applicant was born in the communi ty
(b) Commitment te) Mejhawk culture, traditions, lifestyle,
and knowledge erf language and cus toms
(c) Individual e»r family ties tei Members of the -communi-
ty • ' ; ' . . •-'. '. ..'•'•• .-.' , . :'
(d) Member erf aiClan
(e) Degree erf inviilvment in the affairs of the communi ty
(f) Reasons for wanting to be a member
12. The Akwesasne Membership Board shall render its
decision. e>n app ications within a reasonable length of
l ime and promptly notify the applicant in writing, set-
ting emt reasons for its decision;
PROBATIONARY' PERIOD
13. A person whose application for membersh ip has
been accepted by the Membership Board must fulfill a
probationary period of five (5) years before acquiring
full membership. . '
14. All persons seeking to reside on the Territory of
Akwesasne during the probationary term period must
apply to the Akwesasne Membership Board for a
residency permit. .
15. A person whose application for Probationary
Membership has been refused may appeal the decision
to the Council of Elders within thirty (30) days from the
time the notice of decision is sent.
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18. Any* member of the Mohawk Community erf
Akwesasne may protest a decision of the Akwesasne

; Membership Board, The notice of protest shall be
{directed to the Council of Elders within thirty (30) days
[from the time the applicant's, name is added to the Pro*
bationary Membership Rolls. . '
17. After ascertaining that the appeal^protest is not
frivolous, the Council of Elders wflf render a decision
within sixty (60) days of the date an appeal/protest is
m a d e . • ' - ; - . • ' • . . . ' . " . ' • ' - "-; • : > . I •••'•.•:••::••'.-. " . / ' • '• .-' •: - - . • • .

18. The decision rendered by the Council of Elders is
I f S n a l . ; • • - ' , • • - > ; ' ; : ; ] * ' ^ : ? / • • • . • ' r - ; X - : - . . •-•; •_ \ •

19. Probationary Membership may be termmated by the
Akwesasne Membership Board if it determines that the
person has breached community standards of conduct
ior has been a disruptive force in the community.
120. In execising its powers under Section 19 of this Code,
the Akwesasne Membership Board must grant the Pro-
bationary Member a full hearing and consider submis-
sions from other members of the community. The deci-
sion of the Board may be appealed according to the pro-
cedures set Out in section 15, 17, IS of this Code.
21. A person who has successfully completed thefive (5)
year probationary period acquires full membership in
Akwesasne and may execise the rights outlined in Sec-
tion 5 of this Code. : r
•iPART THREE; RESIDENCY
|22. Every member of the Mohawk Community in
Akwesasne shall have the right to reside on the Territory
of Akwesasne; • ;
23. Residents who are.not on the Akwesasne Member-
jship Rolls may not acquire or inherit any interest in land
Isituated in the Territory of Akwesasne;
|24. A person who is hot a member enrolled on the
{Akwesasne Membership. Rolls may reside in the Ter-
ritory of Akwesasne if that person is:
<a) A spouse of a member residing in the Territory of
Akwesasne and is in possession of a Residency Permit;

in the. custody of a memberKb) A dependant child
residing in the Territoryof Akwesasne;
lc> In possession of a Residency Permit issued by the
Akwesasne Membership Board.' :

25. The Residency Permit may be revoked by theAkwesasne Membership
i l i

Board if the possessor breaches
disruptive force in the com-community rules or is

munity.
26. Non-members residing in the Territory of Akwesasne
who possess a valid Residency Permit may have access to
Territorial Education and Territorial Social Assistance
providing funds are available.
i'•-.....'.• PART FOUR: AMENDMENTS
27..4Th'is Code may be amended after: •:'••
ia) Appropriate notice is given to the members of the
Mohawk Community of Akwesasne that the amendment
is proposed; : :•• .
(b) Members are consulted on the desirability of the
amendment; •
(c) The majority of the members who are eligible to vote
consent to the amendment. '
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