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Akwesasne's Youngest Graduates from Headstart.

American Friends
Service Committee

To Sponsor
Environmental

Project
I tie American I -'rieods Service Committee,, a branch of ..=,

I lie Heligious Society of Friends or Quakers', will work
with the Akwosasnc community to hire a native en-
\ ironmental technician to tackle tilt? pollution problem's '-_
hei-e. • • . . • _ . • . ' • . ' . '.. •'-

Ihe I fiends Ser\ ice: 'Committee, heaidcjuariered in
I'hilaclelphia, I'ennsylvania, has expressed serious-coil- '
ccrn about the widespread chemical contamination thai
has heen found in and around Akwesasne. No complete
study lias as yet heen clone; thai reveals the possibility of
\kw esasne residents hecoming ill or dying .asa result of
ihe I'.c.H.'s, mercurv, mirex and dozens of other.lethal
chemicals thai have hern found throughout the local en-
\ ii'onment. ' • - _•'... • -'; . / . '

The Ser\ ice- Commit tee will f inance, for an as yet •
undetermined length of t ime, the salary; of•'•-a;native
worker \\ ho w ill have an office in Ihe Akw.jRsasne Notes:..
building located in I 'ekahswenkarbrens. •••'.. • • : : ' !-,'

! he Committee has identified four main objectives of
ihe Akwesasne project that the native i vo rker .w i l l
o\ ersee. | h e \ ai (>: I. educat ing the commun i t y about the
health hazards created by toxic chemicals arid how Iradi-
lion.il lifestyle pat terns are effected 2. .assist t he com-''•'.
II tu i til \ in cleaning up toxic waste sites 3.-seek- ways..to
sliii inlale the return of an indigenous .-.-economy. 4,
•estab-lish a c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ne lwo ' rk . b e t w e e n
\ ku esasne and a scitMit if if counter such as the. e)iu: at Cor-
nell I niversily. •" '. '• •-.'•'.'•'•'. • •

l i te l i i ends Service? Commit tee is an internai ionaJ
organization established in 1917 that has domesj ic and
<i\i>rseas programs in such areas as justice, economic
de\o lupnient , world peace and commun i ty service. A
hoard ol directors guide's the Commit tee a'nd employs
over 100 women andnien. . •"' .. ,.'•- .

Ihe Quakers have enjoyed good rplations lyjlh
XmiM'ican mdians for many years and are sfjprisoritVgac- -.-
li\ilies similar to I he; one here in- such -stales as :

Washington, South Dakota, Maine and California... j '

N.C.C.E.C.P. Sets
National ConfereniJe

Date.- C%$-:&1
I he \<ttioiuil Comniiltec! for Cultural Educat ion Cen te rs Pro-

gram set ;i clute lor tlie National Cul tural Educal ibn Con l rence
tor late Seplemlu-r ol 1!)87, accicjrding to,,VatkJi ial.President,
Barbara Harnes. Ihe theme of the; con fe rence t h i s y e a r Will be
"{ ull i iral Stirv i\ al "- I he Commit tee u rgespar t i c ipa t ion ; by.'.as'
many natives as possible!. . ---; • ] • . • • ' . • ; , '

The site of this u ' i i rs con l ' e ra i ce wi l l 'be at t j teCowichan.ln'- ' - ' .
diaii Keser\a l ion on \ance) i i \o r Island. . . / . .

...-.•'•• Pho to :Te resa Uoxtdator-David

Ka wehnohka wenone
Road Conditions
Upsets Mohawk

Council
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne met with officials

of the Department of Indian Affairs May 15 in Peter-
borough, Ontario to try and secure funding for the roads
on Kawehnohkawenone which are, according to one
resident "frustrating, .useless, and in terrible shape."

:. The Mohawk Council is concerned specifically ahoul
the mile stretch of road between the Canadian Customs
complex and Jhe Island Fire Station.

The Council has received numerous complaints about
;the road from the Hogansburg Fire Department, Ihe St.
Kegis Hescuc Squad, school bus drivers, Ihe St. Hegis
Akwesasne Police and Island homeowners.

The road,which was originally constructed in 15)57,
has not had any major work done in years. Hudgetorv
restraints imposed on the Mohawk Council by Indian Af-
fairs has prevented the Council's road crew from doing

" anything-lull'patchwork.
Sources at the Council indicate thai the main cause; of

the road's deterioration- is the heavey traffic on Ihe
Island plus the lack of adequate drainage due to shallow
ditches and also I he effects of ground frost which pushes
rocks to Iho road's surface.

The district officials in Peterborough told the; Council
thai there was simply no money to reconstruct I he; road.
The Council was asking for $588,000 for construction.

The Council was not deloured by the Departments
•decision arid pledged to look elsewhere for Iho money.

Attending the meeting'in Peterborough was Mohawk
Council Chief Mike Mitchell along with councillors
Cieralcj Sharrow and Lloyd Benedict.

; • I'. Houndpoinl

- ^ - • '

Supercollider tq
Affect Akwesasne

The U.S. federal government's proposed multi-billion
dollar "Super Collider", an experimental device to get
hiore energy from atoms, would lie partially constructed

: on-.-.Ak.wesasne with sections of it to be? built on the
Dundee hind claims area and within the. Brasher Stale
Forest if present plans are approved. ;

The Super Collider.would consist of an approximately
53 mile circular tube -placed 100'feel into the ground

'•: which would speed the flow of atoms so quickly lha'l
they Would smash into each other and release vast
amounts of energy.

The-project is being actively sought after by Franklin
and St. Lawrence counties because of Ihe economic
benefits thai woukf come to this region. The Collider will
cost from $4 to $6 billion dollars to construct and will
employ 4,500 people during the construction phase with
2;5OO permanent jobs.

Supercollider continued on Page 5
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Tuscaroras Protest Outlaw Cigarette Dealer
A group of Tuscaroras blockaded the Junk yard-

cigarette business of an Akwesasne native Who they ac-
cused of conducting an "outlaw" cigarette business.

The man, Jim Laughing, WAS allegedly assaulted by
Tuscarora men when he failed to dose his tobacco shop.
The alleged assault, which took place in May, capped a
series of actions' by the Tuscarqrasj to try to control
cigarette sales on that community.: •; j :

A bus had been used by the Tuscarora men to stop
vehicles from entering the Laughing property while the
issue was debated by the Tuscaroras. The Tuscarora Na-

tion Council was allegedly not involved in the decision to
blockade Laughing or use force to close his business.

• Joe Anderson, a tobacco retailer, was reported to have
accused Laughing of "dealing in contraband" because he
did not have a license from the Tuscarora Nation.
Laughing in turn said Anderson wants to evict him off of
Tuscarora, where he has lived since 1958, because of
"personal reasons."

No arrests by the New York State Police have resulted
from the alleged assault;

Herne Causes D.I. A. To Cancel
Student Aid

A telegram sent by St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
Chief Julius 'Speed' Herne to the Department of Indian
Affairs in Ottawa in February has resulted in the Depart-
ment cancelling all financial assistance to students who
are not residing in Canada. V

The Department's decision was handed down May 12
despite the efforts of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne
to tjiefend the educational rights of all MOhawks
regardless of residency. !

Herne sent the telegram to the Department's Minister,
William McKnight, to protest what he termed as "in-
terference " by M.C.A. Chief Mike Mitchell in "tribal" af-
fairs: while also accusing Mitchell of truck hijacking and
robbery.

The Department did an evaluation of its present fun-
ding arrangements with the Mohawk Council as a result
of the Herne telegram which resulted in the.decision to
terminate funding for dozens of Akwesasne residents
who| have been supported by the M.C.A.

Herne, a candidate for re-election at the Tribal Council
along with Leonard CJarrow, has acknowledged receiv-
ing financial assistance from the Mohawk Council whi|e
living on the "U.S." side of Akwesasne. Herne is also a
band member of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne. |

The letter from McKnight states that "First of all, on

Tribe
Nominates

Four
The SI. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council held its annual

nominations May 23 with four tribal members selected
to run for the three year positions of chief and sub-chief.

Harold Tarbell, the son of Harvey and Jenny Tarbell'of
Satserati Road, was nominated for the three year term of
tribal chief by Alma Hansom and seconded by James
Ransom. Mr. Tarbell, an administrative assistant with the
Assembly of First Nations in Ottawa, has taken a leave,of
absence from his job to campaign here.

Tarbell will be joined by Hilda Smoke of Kanatakont-
siniiotahinen (St. Regis) Road who was selected by Lois
Terrance for a three year term as sub-schief and second-
ed by Adrienne Hrown. Ms. Smoke, the wife of Mike
Smoke, is a social worker with the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne and a recent graduate of Mater Dei College.

Opposing Tarbell and Smoke will be incumbent Chief
Julius Speed' Herne and former chief Leonard Garrow.
Martha Cook chose Herne to run again and was second-
tut by Leonard Beauhien while Garrow' was selected by
lieauhien and supported by Reginald White.

The elections for chief and sub-chief will be held at the
Community Building in Tekahswenkarorens on Satur-
day, June 6 at 10:00 a.m. with all enrolled tribal
members eighteen or over eligible to vote.

Volunteer Firemen at the scene of early morning ac-
cident. Photo: Tina Sunday

Truck Flips into
River in Tsisnieije

At approximately 5:00 a.m. a truck owned by Wallace
Jock, flipped into the St. Regis River. The truck was
reportedly operated by Michelle Jacobs of Satseratt
(State Road). . , . . . » .

Herbert Bush a resident of Tsisniene and first at the
scene said "I heard a crash as the truck smashed into a
mailbox." Bush ran outside and heard screams coming
from the river. At the same time he observed the truck
as it was sinking. He then went into the river and rescued
Michelle and brought her to safety. Police officials were
not sure whether there were any other casualties and
called for the assistance of scuba divers from Montreal.
They arrived on the scene about 1:15 p.m., at which time
they dove and results of their find were not publicized.
The truck was removed from the St. Regis River around
3:25 p,m; Sources dose to Wallace Jock say that the truck
was taken without his knowledge.

those students who have been a resident in Canada for at
least 12 consecutive months prior to applying will be
considered for assistance. I (McKnight) believe Canadian
taxpayers have a right to see their tax dollars applied
primarily to Canadian needs." ' ;'•• '•.

The Mohawk' Council has provided an average of
$8,500 per year for each student in college regardless of
whether the school is in the U.S. or Canada. The
McKnight decision means students must be residents of
"Canada" and also attend only Canadian schools to be
eligible for assistance, ., : •

There are, according to sources, dozens of single
mothers, mature students, recent high school graduates
here at Akwesasne who will have to withdraw from
school if the present policy is allowed to stand* The per-
son applying for financial aid will-have to prove residen-
cy besides having a band number. ̂

The Herne telegram in February drew an angry
response from Mike Mitchell in which Mitchell attemp-
ted to defend the Mohawk Council's policies. His efforts
apparently failed. :::.

The Herne telegram was, according to sources, part of
an effort to break up the tri-council process and.he sent
the telegram without, as one source said, "regards to
anyone he might have hurt along the way."

Membership Code of
the TerritjD]

Akwesasne
Enacted this. .,dayof. .,19.

INHERENT RIGHT
1. This Code is enacted pursuant to the inherent right of
the Mohawk Community in Akwasasne to determine its
ownmembership. .
P U R P O S E .-'.• • . -I (' ".' ' v V •-•.•'• :'..•••• : ' ' '.
2J The purpose of this Code is to;
(a|) Preserve the cultural and p^Hical integrity of the
Mohawk Territory in AkweaaSne; . V i - •
(b) Preserve the sovereignty of the Mohawk Territory of
Akwesasne through the exercise of the Community's in-
herent rights; . •• •'"••-'.• '='' ' '••.': ']••::• •'":"•'' " "
(c) Provide the basis for the exercise of the rights and
obligations of the members of Akwesasne over which
the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has jurisdiction.
DEFINITIONS '
3. IN THIS CODE:
"ADOPTED CHILD'" means' a child of native ancestry
adopted by the traditional laws and customs of the
Mohawk Territory in Akwesasne or by the laws of the
province or other governments. : ' .
"DEPENDENT CHILD" means a person of native ancestry
under the age of 18 years, or is over the age of 18 who as
a result of mental or physical disability is unable to care
for himself. • . . . ' ' . • • . ' • • ' ; ' • ' • ' . " ' ' • . • . ' • . , • . '•"..'•• • .

COUNCIL OF ELDERS" means the Board who has the
autority to hear appeals from decisions made by the
Membership Board. : •
COMPOSITION OF THE AKWESASNE COUNCIL OF
E L D E R S ' .- - - : '•: . • ' . : ' • • ' . • • : • • ; • • . . ; ; ' ; • • • • • . . :

'The Akwesasne Council of Eiders shall be composed of
three Elders of the corr munity of Akwesasne. Selection
shall be based on the past and present degree of involve-
ment in the communitj.

Continued on page 3 see MEMBERSHIP

Four Nabbed for
Cigarette Smuggling
& Illegal Possession

of ^
The New York State Police in Alexandria Bay, N.Y. ar-

rested four men May 23rd, including an Akwesasne resi-
dent, on a number of charges arising out of an alleged at-
tempt to smuggle $30,000 worth of cigarettes to the
reservation. : :

A spokesman for the troopers said the police respond*
ed to a call from an Alexandria Bay resident who had
noticed a trailer attached to a Van had broken Its hitch
and veered off into a grove of trees. When a trooper ar-
rived oh the scene to investigate four men were observ-
ed unloading cartons of cigarettes from the trailer into
t h e v a n . . • • ; , ' ' . ' . ' - • - ; - . • ; - v - . " • ' • " • ' . / • • . • ' . • - • ' * • • : - . •

The officer also noticed that the m m were heavily
armed with what appeared to be machine guns and
pistols. After calling for assistance the State Police un-
covered a grenade in the possession of one of the men
plus a small quantity of marihuana.

The police charged all four men with the iBegal posses-
sion and transportation of unstamped and untaxed
cigarettes, a Class £ felony punishable upon conviction
by up to four years in prison. Arrested were Anthony
Laughing, 39, of Akwesasne; Frank Cohicci, 43, of
Niagara Falls, N.Y.; John Ferraro, 3ft, of Niagara Ealto, N.Y.
and Robert Browning, 23, of Cleveland, Ohio.

Laughing was also charged with the ittegal possession
of a handgun when he was found to have a loaded .45
automatic pistol on his parson along with a serai-
automatic assault rifle with a 40 round clip. Laughing is
facing a Class D felony on the weimons charge which
could mean a mandatory one year Jail term upon convic-
tion because he did not have a permit for the pistol,

Cohicci was arraigned on • friony charge for the
possession of the hand grenade with ferraro charged
with possession of marijuana. The State Police maintain
the Colucci was the wholesale supplier of the cigarettes
which originated in Niagara Falls, N.Y.


