
Adoption Exchanges Develop
Listings of Waiting Families

It is my experience that there is no lack of suitable Native
American families ready to provide adoptive homes for Indian
children," says Pat Shannon of the Indian Adoptive Family Cir-
cle. There is, however, a great problem of knowing who and
where these families are. Identifying and accessing the families
is difficult." .-/'•:••. .'•"••.. : • .

For this reason, there are a number of efforts being under-
taken throughout the country to develop listings of waiting In-
dian families. Some of these efforts are national, like the work
of the Native American Adoption Resource Exchange with
which Linkages readers are already familiar. (NAARE coor-
dinates the "Waiting child" feature carried in each Linkages
issue.) . . • " . ' • ' - . • " - • '• •, '•• ;

There are also a number of regional adoption exchanges
which are helping to match Indian children and families. One
of these regional exchanges is the Indian Adoptive Family Cir-
cle. This exchange, operated by the State of New Mexico
Human Service Department, actively recruits Native American
families who are interested in adopting an Indian child,

The Indian Adoptive Family Circle currently has a listing of
35-40 waiting Indian families, most of whom are located put-
side the state of New Mexico. All of the listed families have a
completed home study. "It is our practice,1' says Circle worker
Pat Shannqn, "to require a completed home study before we
will put a family on our listing. We hanor studies done by
tribal social services and, where appro iriate, will work with
tribal staff to set up a study for a specific family"

Ms. Shannon explains that the Indian Adoptive Family Circle
grew out of the New Mexico Human Se -vices Adoption Unit's
recognition that a substantial proportion of the children for
whom it was seeking adoptive homes were Indian. The Circle
was intitiated as a means of identifying Indian families with
which to place these children. ; ,> .". V z

"The Indian Family Circle," says Ms. Shannon, "has been
very successful in identifying prospective Native American
adoptive families and we have a good record of placing! Indian
children from within our state who need adoptive homes. Last
year, for example, we placed 10 Native American children and
were able to place all 10 families of their how Itribal
background. Half of these 10 children were considered special
needs children and three of the placements involved sibling
groups." ' • .... •;.,•-• ':.'•:,. :.-.' ' ;

W e use a quarterly publication, Los Ninos, as a recruitment
tool to make peole in and outside of New Mexico aware of the
families we need. This publication, which we will mail on re-
quest, provides information on all of our waiting children. It
has helped us find familie
helped identify additional
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families we identify. As our efforts have becomeknown, we
have gotten an increasing number of calls frdrn other states
who would like to utilize our waiting family listing. We are
glad to share and will provide out-of-state social workers with
contact information for families on our list."

Staff of the Indian Adoptive Family Circle may be contacted
at the New Mexico Human Services Department, Social Ser-
vices Division, P.O. Box 2348, Room 515, .Santa Fe, NM
87.->()4-2348. Telephone: (505) 827-4109. .' • : :•';-.:". Z

Several dther organizations maintain listings ofprospective
Native American Indian adoptive families. Those which have
come to the attention of /.inkages staff are listed below. \

The Seattle Indian Center maintains an average listing of ap-
proximately 20 prospective families, which represent a variety.
of tribes and native cultures. . ,. . • . •.,

"We have maintained such a listing as part of our child place-
ment services pretty consistently since 1974," says Rampna
Bennett. "We make referrals of these families in cases where
adoption has been determined to be a necessary option. Our
primary emphasis, however, is on reunification. We do a lot of
relative searches in which we work to identify extended family
members who might be able to provide an in-fanlily home for a
child who can no longer live with his biological parents. "

Ms. Bennett says that last year the Seattle Indian Center,
working with Kfi Native agencies, successfully assisted in
reunifying 41 Indian children with their extended families.
These reunilications included situations where the Indian
parents themselves had been adopted. Staff of the Seattle In-
dian Center's Familv Services program mav be reached at:
2222 Second Avenue, Seattle, WA; 98121. Telephone:; (206>
728-8700. . • • ' . ' • • . . - O • •;'•'•' •.'• , • • - .-..

7'he L'rban Indian Child Resource Center, ail -agency licensed
by the State of California to recruit and license Indian homes,
also maintains a list of prospective Native American adoptive
families. "This listing," says Kathy Blacksmith, "usually in- .
eludes about \~i waiting families, all from the 'Nortiier'n Califor-
nia Bay area Information concerning families on this waiting
list may be obtained from the Fos-Adopt Program of the Ui'bail
Indian Child Resource Center, 390 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA
94610. Telephone: (415) 832-2386. . -'.'.' •: . : • ,•. : '

The \'ative American Adoption Resource Ejcchahge maintains
a national list-of waiting American Indian .families as a
resource for "tribes and other placement agencies. At present,
the list includes 372 families, 70 percent of whom willaccept
siblings. The families represent 57 different tribes and are .
available in all states except Hawaii. All have completed home.
studies prepared by licensed placement agencies. •: . '••;

Information on these families may be obtained, by contacting
Mary Wood at NAARE, 200 Charles Street, rJoi:sevyille,;PA
1523K. Telephone: (412) 782-4457. ; \ ' " ' > . - './•-':

Source: Linkages Vol. 5*4. •• * •• - • '••''.. .

Environment Picture
Grim, Says Study

WASHINGTON, DC (IPN) - A recently released congres-
sional study is predicting environmental disaster unless
preventive measures are taken. ;

In the absence of additional measures,to protect our marine
waters, the next few decades will witness new :or continued
degradation in many estuaries and coastal waters around the
country, including some that exhibited past improvements,''
said the studv, "Waste in Marine Environments" released by
the Office of Technological Assessment.: \

Across the United States, more than 1,300 .'major. Industrial
facilities and 500 municipal sewage treatment plants discharge
directly into the estuaries. Another 70 sewage plants and 15 in-
dustrial facilities pump their waste into Coastal Waters, said the
OTA study. . . v:'-''•• V. .•'/:,•; ::.

Manv of these waters now contain high levels of organic
chemicals, metals and disease-causing organisms," the..study
said. Their (water resources) overall health is declining or
threatened." ' : ; ; ". :

The research agency said that agricultural and urban runoff
(Miters all estuaries and coastal waters, and as a source of
pollutants, may be as significant as pipeline discharges.

Pollutants, such as bacteria viruses and parasites can con-
taminate fish and water and bring about direct risks to human
health in the form of outbreaks of hepatitis or gastroenteritis,
the study said. ' /'•'•.' . ; .

In light of federal cutbacks, it is unlikely that environmental
protection laws like the Clean Water"!Act wiH ever be im-
plemented and enforced on estuaries and coastal waters, said
the OTA study. '

One problem that could result from a push to clean up
coastal waters, might be increased pressure to dispose of
waste in deeper ocean waters, which aije not yet showing the
same degree of degradation. I •

The study is calling for increased enforcement efforts and
greater spending on waste treatrtwftt facilities, and also sug-
gests that Congress should expand the Clean tyfater Act.

Row Covers For
Strawberries Increase Yield

And Earliness
. by Marcia Eames-Sheavly, Department of Pomology,
New York State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,
Cornell

The strawberry is the favorite fruit of many people. But
strawberry lovers in New* York State are often frustrated by
the short season of this tasty treat; their consumption of local-
ly grown berries is pretty much limited to June. In an attempt
to solve this dilemma, we at Cornell have been looking for
ways to extend the harvest season while maintaining produc-
tivity and fruit quality.

One aspect of our research program is to evaluate various
mulching materials for their effects on time of ripening, yield,.
berry size, length of harvest, and winter injury. In 1985-1986,
clear plastic, black plastic, Kimberly-Clark Floating Row Cover
(KCFR), Agronet, and straw mulch were evaluated for these ef-
fects. Agronet, KCFRC, and clear plastic are frequently used on
vegetables to enhance yield and earliness.

Mulching material was applied from December through
April (winter and spring), December through March (winter
only), April (spring only), and during April following a winter
straw mulch. The control was an unmulched treatment. This
experiment was designed to separate the winter and spring ef-
fects of mulches. "Earliglow" arid "Allstar" were used in this
test.

Plots mulched from December through April with KCFRC
produced 83 percent more fruit than unmulched plots.
Agronet was also a good performer and resulted in a 63 peiv
cent increase In yield. Plots mulched with clear plastic or
straw produced 30 percent more yield than unmulched plots.
Black plastic was a poor performer if it covered strawberries
in April. Plots mulched with clear plastic produced ripe fruit
an average of eight days before unmulched plots and 11 days
before plots mulched'with straw. KCFRC and Agronet plots
were nine and four,days earlier than straw-mulched plots,
respectively.

There was no difference among materials in their effect on
date of ripening if they were applied during the winter only.
.The entire effect of mulching material on ripening occurred
during April. Apparently, light during early spring is very im-
portant for plant growth and additional flower pud initiation.

The poorest performers were unmulched plots during
[ winter, and those mulched with an opaque material such as

straw or black plastic during spring. The best performers
were plots mulched with clear plastic or KCFRC during the
winter, and those mulched with Agronet of KCFRC during spr-
ing. The KCFRC treatment from December through April pro-
duced 83 percent greater yields then unmulched plots, pro-
duced ripe fruit six days earlier, and resulted in the largest
berries of any treatment. This treatment also outyielded plots
mulched with straw during winter by 37 percent, and berry
size was 15 percent greater.
. These data suggest that straw may not be the best mulching
material because it blocks sunlight in early spring, which is
.necessary for flower bud formation and growth. An ideal
mulch permits light to penetrate, yet does not allow wind to
damage crowns in winter or too much heat to accumulate in
spring. These new floating row covers should be a boon to
growers in areas with inconsistent snowfall.

Proper mulching, coupled with the use of day-neutral
strawberries, could conceivably result in a six-month New
York strawberry harvest season. For the strawberry lover,
this indeed is good news. For more information on strawberry
'care and culture, contact your local Co-operative Extension of-
fice.

Snuff Use Among Indians
Worries Health Officials

": Indian adolescents in two western states use snuff and other
smokeless tobacco products at a dramatically higher rate than
most youth, according to a study released last week.

In a study of 168 Indian youths from Alaska and Washington
state, 38.3 percent of the girls said they had used snuff or
chewing tobacco more than 20 times, as did 44.6 percent of
the boys, according to the research appearing in Friday's Jour-
nal of the American Medical Association.

About 1 percent of other American youths overal
smokeless tobacco that often, according to Steven
professor of social work at Columbia University in

had used
ichinke, a
New York

the jour-who conducted the study that appeared in a letter
nal.

Research has shown that frequent use of smokelelss tobacco
: can damage gums, raise blood pressure, and "if usec always in

the same place of the mouth, can lead to pre-cancei ous condi-
tions," said Schinke. i

Of those studied, 77 were girls and 91 were boys, with 11.8
the mean age for both sexes.

Thirty-two percent of the girls said they used smokeless
tobacco weekly, compared with 41.1 percent of the boys.

Of the girls studied, ;86.7 percent had first used snuff or
chewing tobacco before the age of 12 and 20.4 percent had us-
ed it before the eighth birthday, the researchers found.

The researchers could not explain the heavy use of
smokeless tobacco, Schinke said. "Some possible reasons might
be that it's available, it's easy to buy and it isn't labeled as being

. .hazardous to your health."
—Associated Press

Eighth Otsiningo Pow Wow
And Indian Graft Fair

Saturday and Sunday, June 6 &, 7th.
t o honor the Oneida Nation, the Eighth Annual Otsiningo

Pow Wow will feature Oneida participants. Full-day programs
on Saturday and Sunday will include performers of Iroquois
music and dance as well as Iroquois storytelling. Oneida artists
and craftspeople will be showcased in continous demonstra-
tions. ; ' • . ; -

Over 50 Native American artists and craftspeople represen-
ting at least 20 North American Indian nations will set up
booths to display their authentic handcrafted items including
baskets, pottery, beadwork, carved stone, bone and wood,
silver jewelry, moccasins arid other leatherwork, cornhusk
items and paintings. Native American food and Indian books
Will also be available.

The Pow Wow opens to the public at 10:00 a.m. each day
arid closes after an evening campfiie program on Saturday
and at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.

Admission is $2 for adults and $1 for children under 12.
Maisie Shenandoah, Oneida, Wolf Clan, who lives on the

Oneida Indian Territory, Oneida, New York will coordinate
and. direct this year's Otsiningo Pow Wow program.

Maisie is renowned for her expertise in traditional and con-
temporary Native American arts and for her extensive
knowledge of traditional Iroquois culture. She has coordinated
numerous art and cultural programs throughout the United
States and Canada for museums, universities, and galleries.

Her life's ambition is to help preserve her culture and to
teach her native people the traditional ways of the Ho-de-no-'
sau-nee, the Iroquois. And through her public programs she
seeks to instill an awareness and understanding of her people
in non-Indian people.

To this end, Maisie, accompanied by members of her family,
will present programs of Iroquois stories, music and dance
both Saturday and Sundav at the Otsiningo Pow Wow.
Roberson; Center for the Arts and Sciences; 30 Front Street,
Binghamton, New York 139054779; (607) 772-0660.

News from CPSC
U.S. Consumer Products

Safety Commission
IS YOUR HOME SAFE?

Does your home have carpets that slide when you step on
them, electrical outlets that are overloaded with too many ap-
pliances, handrails that are too shaky, or other potentially
dangerous home-related hazards such as slippery bathroom
surfaces?

According to the U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commis-
sion (CPSC) and the National Association of Area Agencies on
Aging (NAAAA), too many older Americans probably answer
"yes" to these questions — but usually after they have been in-
volved in accidents in and around their home. This potential
accident situation could get worse because of the accelerating
growth in this country's population of citizens aged 65 and
older;.

In 1987, a record 12 percent of America's population will be
65 years of age or older. According to CPSC estimates, more
than 600,000 persons 65 and over are treated each year in
hosp tal emergency rooms for injuries associated with pro-
ducts in the home. The annual cost of all medically attended in-
juries from accidents to persons 65 and older is estimated at
approximately $3 billion. •

CPSC Chairman Terrence Scanlon reported that among the
most frequent accidents involving older people are:
— Falls in the bathroom and on the stairs. . '
— Burns and smoke inhalation from fires. .-' • .
— Scalds from hot tap water.
— Electric shock. j

Special efforts are needed to reduce the deaths and injuries
from home-related accidents among our more vulnerable
citizens. : I

Therefore, CPSC and NAAAA are collaborating on a Home
Safety Program to help older people identify hazards in their
homes and take steps to avoid them. Working through Area
Agencies on Aging — the primary network for reaching older
people throughout the U.S. — CPSC and NAAAA will present
seminars to groups of senior citizens. People will be encourag-
ed to use the CPSC "Home Safety Checklist for Older Con-
sumers" to check their own homes. A video and slide/tape on
home safety will also be shown during the presentations. CPSC
will work with Area Agencies on Aging in the following cities;
Seattle, Washington; Los Angeles, California; Dallas, Texas;
East Orange, New Jersey; Cookeville, Tennessee; Atlanta,
Georgia; Suburban Cook County, Illinois; St. Paul, Minnesota;
Baltimore, County, Maryland; and Washington, DC. Each of
the Area Agencies on Aging plans to reach approximately
1,500 people through seminars this Spring. In addition, ap-
proximately 300 Area Agencies on Aging throughout the U.S.

g the CPSC "Home Safety Checklist" and videotape onare usir
home st
to improve the quality of life of seniors by
number of potential accident in the home.

fety. Through these efforts, CPSC ANENAAAA intend
reducing the

Consumers may order a free copy of the CPSC "Home Safety;
Checklist for Older Consumers" by sending a Jpostcard to
CPSC, Washington, DC 20207.

Aids a Laboratory Product?
'The killer Aids virus was artificially created by American

scientists during laboratory experiments which went
disastrously wrong-and a massive cover-up has kept the secret
from the world until today.

'This is the sensational claim made independently by three
international experts — and they reject the widely-held belief
that Aids originated after an African green monkey bit a man.

"They are compiling separate detailed dossiers on why they
are convinced that the lethal virus now sweeping the world is
man-made. They will publish reports soon."

Thus began an exclusive article by Alfred Lee in. Britain's
Sunday Express based on interviews the three scientists.

"Professor Jacob Segal, retired director of the Institute of
Biology at Berlin University is publishing a report detailing
why he believes the "Aids virus is man-made and that there
has been a" 'cover-up of the blunders which unleased a
medical catastrophe on the world'.

"Sunday Express investigators have revealed that two U.S.
Embassy officials made a two-hour visit to Professor Segal at
his home two weeks ago, questioning him about what he
knows, what he thinks, where he got his information and what
he intends doing with his report...

"I told them I knew that in the mid-1970's experiments were
being carried out
Medical Research
volunteer long-tern"

at Fort Detrick, where the U.S: Army
Command has its headquarters, on
prisoners who were promised freedom

after the tests. (Professor Segal told the Express).
"1 believe that scientists there created the Aids virus by com-

bining parts of the Maedi-Visna virus and Human T-cell
Leukaemia virus Type 1...Almost certainly the scientist were
unaware of...their terrible creation..,

"After the prisoners were injected...there would have been
no immediate signs of illness and they would have been releas-
ed into the world'...The first known case of full-blown Aids ap-
peared in New York in 1978 or 1979." I

Traditional Indian Medicine
in Today's Health System

A Conference Emphasizing the Spiritual Focus of the Healing
Process for All People. June 5-12, 198i7; Tucson, Arizona.

For further information contact: Traditional Indian
Medicine, St, Mary's Hosptal & Health Center, 1601 W, St.

)2-622-5833, ext. 1634,Mary's Road,.Tucson, AZ 85745, 6i
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

$5.2, Million Peigan Land
Claim Settlement Reached

OTTAWA (May 12, 1987) — The Honourable Bill
McKnight, Minister of Indian, Affairs and Northern
Development, and the Chief and council of the Peigan In-
dian Band of Alberta, today announced details of a
$5.2-million settlement of a land claim dating back to the
early 1900s. Commenting on the agreement, Mr.
McKnight said "I am pleased that we have been able to
reach a just and reasonable settlement in this long
outstanding claim."

The claim arises out of a surrender for sale of some
9,510.1 hectares (23,500 acres) of the Peigan Reserve No.
147 in 1909 which the band alleged was invalidly obtain-
ed. Sales were completed and patents issued for only
4,168.3 hectares (10,135 acres) of the land. The remain-
ing unsold acreage was returned to reserve status in
1956.

Details of the agreement as announced by Mr.
McKnight, the Chief and Council, provide that the band
may use the settlement monies to purchase up to 10,300
acres of replacement land. In return* the band has pro-
vided the government with a full release of all claims
arising out of the 1909 surrender and the related aliena-
tion of the lands which were sold and patented.

The band filed its claim in the Federal Court in 1977. In
1983 counsel for the band and the government agreed to
place the court action in abeyance and to undertake
negotiations pursuant to the federal government specific
claims policy. At a vote held in April 1987 the band ac-
cepted the negotiated settlement by a substantial majori-
ty." ' ; '. '. ' •• • •••»•• .

Mr. McKnight said that the band, the negotiators for
bofh parties, and especially Councillor Albert Yellowhorn
*r. of the band's Research Department, were to be con-
gratulated for their perseverance leading up to this joint
agreement.
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World Cottlerehce:
Indigenous P0oples

Education June 3̂ 1*3, 1987
Vancouver* Canada

Hopi Elder and traditional healer Thomas; Banyacya of
Oraibi, Arizona is respected around the world as a spiritual
leader of native peoples. This dark haired, soft spoken prophet
somehow manages to peacefully, walk through customs by
presenting immigration officials with hie own version of a
passport — a small piece of buckskin from his holy land.

Banyacya conducted sunrise ceremonies in Vancouver in
1976 at the Habitat Conference, fie will be in Vancouver again
in June to perform opening ceremonies and reveal prophecies
during The 1987 World Conference of Indigenous Peoples'

/ - E d u c a t i o n . : • ' • • • • ' - . . • " • • : ' : -\ •-:'•'••*;•. . - ( " • "•':.'••.'.-.'•.'•. .' '••.-

This first conference in world history dealing exclusively
with Indigenous peoples' education within an International
context will unite 800 traditional Indian leaders, Indigenous
educators and international figures from seventeen different
countries at The University of British Columbia, June 8th to
t h e 1 3 t h . . . • . ' - . • ; '' :•••- . • . : : - ' ; ' ' • ' : > • • ' ' \ . - • ' : \ . - . • ; ' •

Other traditional and keynote speakers include Canada's
founder of The Canadian Native Arts Foundation and sym-
phony conductor John Kim Bell; Vice-president of The Work)
Council of Indigenous Peoples, lawyer and native Hawaiian
leader Hayden Burgess; Peruvian Indian leader and lecturer
J alvador Palomino Flores; Seneca leader and University of Buf-
falo professor John Mohawk; Okanagan Indian author, artist
ind programme director of Penticton's En'owkin Centra Jean-
I lette Armstrong and others. v '

Keynote addresses, continuous workshops, symposia as well
•'»s cultural events, exhibits, a film festival and traditional feasts .

\rill provide the context for sharing, learning and affirming In-
cigendus reality in the twenty-first century. Registration is
c pen to all people interested in the world's Indigenous/Native
traditions and education. .

The World Conference theme is TRADITION, CHANGE ft,
SURVIVAL. Participants will examine how traditional native
values and beliefs can be applied to education in order to
change Indigenous peoples' negative experience of contem-
porary education into poiitive knowledge that will ensure
Cultural survival. Thirty professionals have invested over two
years preparing for the 19£ 7 World Conference which is back-
ed by all Canadian Native Organizations.

A long list of native and r on-native educators and interna-
tional leaders, have joined forces with The University of British
Columbia and The International Indigenous Peoples' Education.
Association in organizing th s carefully designed World Con-
ference. . '".•.-•• .•• '- •• • ' •''' '.'.•'•'•'••••"•'•.. ".'.- '•

Monday, June 8th at U.B.C. is for registration, orientation,
informal visiting, a grand entry, salmon barbeque and film
programme. : r :

Tuesday, June 9th in Vancouver at the Capilano Longhouse
is a traditional day: a sunrise ceremony and opening address
conducted by Hopi Eider Thomas Banyacya will be followed by
traditional workshops then West Coast Feast.

Ongoing workshops June 10th, 11th and 12th in the Educa-
tion Building at U.B.C. will follow the conference theme of
Tradition, Change and Survival. Workshop presenters will
first outline their particular program or project then give a
formal presentation explaining the history, significance and
specific achievements of that program. A facilitator will then
lead the international participants through discussions design-
ed to maximize cross-cultural sharing in relation to the topic.

Workshops held throughout the conference will allow ample
time for participants to review air workshop material. Most
evenings will close with an open international festival of In-
digenous entertainment.

The final day of June--13th will be devoted to [reviewing and
summarizing the entire conference: participants will exchange
their evaluations; an international panel of educators will sum-
marize the conference contents, emphasize highlights -and
determine the final outcomes of the conference. Conference
leaders will then assist participants in planning how they will
best apply this new knowledge in their Indigenous com-
munities when they return to their homeland. The World Con-
ference will conclude with closing ceremonies. Plans wilt be
made for post-conference activities, a tour and follow-up cor-
respondence with alldelegates V *

For more information please contact The World Conference
Office at 1607 East Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C. at (604)

• 2 5 1 - 4 8 4 4 ; . • • • • • • • • : / * :•• • - ' : ' . • '' ; '• / .• .- ' ' ' - : ' • •

Jimmy Little Turtle, of the Viola Whitewater Memorial
Foundation and Loretta Clayborne present Tom Porter
and the Akwesasne Freedom School with a plaque from
the G-overnor of Pennsylvania. Loretta acted as the am-
bassador for P.A. while she visited Akwesasne. v
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Answer to DOT Puzzle
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Answer to Children's Crossword Puzzle .
1. Ball, 2. Snowman, 3. Envelope, 4. Cannon, 5.
P i l l o w 6 . M i l l . " '- .••'•" -. ' V ; "•. : V ; . ' : " v . : . •"::'-': ' .'•
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