
Pictured, Director eif the lM.A.LT.C.,̂  Ms.:-.'Barbara.-' vicing the community..
ISarne-s marks its fifteenth year of educating and ser-

N.A.I.T.C. Enters Fifteenth Year
Photo: Tina Sunday

The \orth American Indian Travelling College will be
celebrating its fifteenth year in 1987 here at Akwesasne.,
'I'lie Ceillege was begun by Ernest Benedict as an attempt
to e?raelicate the bad images Indian? were forced :to live .
under and to replace the stereotype!, with positive native
history. . •>•' - ' [•:.'"': .••.' •' ' ' :. ' ' ' • •• ;.

Tin!College began when Krnie outfitted the hack Of a
Volkswagen van with! shelves to hold the books he
would carry to the many reserves in the region as well as
native urban centers and the prisons and jails where In-
dians were 'doing time'. The material" he carried
challenged both native- and non-native to examine their
attitudes about the country's first nations. Ernie was not
content to use the written word only, he demonstrated
the strength, vitality and beauty of Indian ways by giving
examples of native song and dance, '•"- •'•.••;:••/ '•/;-..••

F.rnie's initial efforts were met with greaMriterest-.here
at Akwesasne and in the many places he visited^ His idea
was passed on to former N.A.I.T.d. director Mike Mit*
chell who was instrumental in expanding the College to
include a museum, bark longhouses, a travel troupe and
a publirationsdivision.. Mike worked closely with Ernie ...
to maintain the ideals o'f the college; with additional sup-
port coming from Moso David and the late Ira Benedict., ;

• The College attracted native artists, speakers and
writers from many places in Canada. Over the years
Mohawk, Cree and Ojibway could be found working
together on projects that Were aimed at enhancing

-.native-.culture. ' -
The present director of the College, Barbara Barnes,

continues the N.A.I.T.C. tradition. Today the College of-
fers such services as a research library, an audio visual
collection, a museum, the Indian village and instruction
in Mohawk arts and crafts. It has recently served as a
computer classroom with many native students getting
their first hands-on' experience with computers at the

College.
During the summer the College? offers guided tours el

the grounds with instruction in the history and custoirs
of Ihe Mohawk, Cree and Ojibway. The College holds an
annual July 'Friendship Day during which it acts as a host
for visitors to Akwesasne. This year the College? will
sponsor an August pow-wow featuring Iroqunis and
western" Indian songs and dances.

The .College is also offering an arts and crafts
Workshop to be held from June to August with a quilting
class scheduled every • Wednesday evening at the Old
Island School. The College is open daily from 8:30-4:00
and by appointment on weekends. Call fi 13-932-9452 for
more information. ,

Gus Pjfke Passes
Pharmacist Exam

Waronkiakike resident Michael (Jus Pyke? is now a
licensed pharmacist, h;i\ ing passed the Xew ^'ork Slate?
Hoard -of pharmacy e?.\ams he?lel in January, (ius, the? se>n

I'vkc, hael ehalle?nge?el the? hoard
>ass him on the? practical part of

of Harry'and. Margaret
alter thev hael failed to.

Tekahswenkarprens
Bridge To Beg
The \ew York State Department .of Transportation -w'-iH

be moving lli(? Te?kahswe?nkare)re?m brielge spmetinK?.in
Ihe? fall as Ihe slate
hiielge repair anei re*pl;

The? brielge in Te-kal
.\k\\-e\sa.sne1 Hi\e?r elates
lo be incapable- ol hand
panded route .'57.

Ihe construction e>f
I'elocal ion ol the? local
Ce)iianl of the- I'.S. Peisli
heie?n made1 lo house? the
mobile
ciin be-

home1 tvpe? ol fa
ennstrue'ted "o

move? is le?ntati\\e?lv se-h
The: l)e?partmcni e)f T

se?nt brielge? fifty fe?el ne
On ned by Jose?ph Ca\ e?l

uicrtakes a nuilti-milliein deillnr
cement program. •'•.• ' ;:

swcnjkarorons~"yvhk'h, spans. llu?
freiin' the? 1930s: and has -proven..
ing I he? increased ..'traffic of 'an e?\-:

the? new hridge;_will mean the;
)e>st eilTict;. Acceirding to Pulrie'k
I Service in .'Potsdam plans.have
Te?kahsvverikareire?ns faerility in a
•ilily until a permane?nt building
I the reservatieiri rpreiper." The
duleei te> occur in August;
'ansportatioii vvillmove the p
>rth and will affect the 'property

y p . There will-alsobe a lamporary
re-elirecting e>l traffic through leihakWarejnme ;tIlelehaL
for tln-ee? elays while? (her brielge? is nieiveulinveilvjhg a 8.2
mile1 de'tour.

The? actual construe-liein for the project Js .-expected. te>
be?gin in Ihe: e?arlv fall v

the? e.vam. .-When he? was infornie?el he? hael misse?el the?
mark by a nie?i-e? lw.(> points, (ins•sueie%e?ssfully appe?ale?el
the? cIcuMsreiii,

( ius neivv has his lie>e?nse? te> practieu? pharmae'ology
besides a Haehe?le>r of Seie?nee? ele?gre?e? Vre)ih the? Albany
Ce>Hejge e>l Pharmacy, 'pisi I eif I'uiem lni\e:rsil<,. lie- i« a!-t;
a 'graduate -of Salmon Hi\e?r Central SeheH)l, Class of 15)80.
(iiis is peu-haps the first Mohawk tei become a liccjnsed
pharmacist. He studie?el ,1'or five years te) sueee?e?el at this
ele-manelingoccupation but hael been initially eliscemrag-
e?el freihi a|)]>lying lei l'nie)n hetcause, ae%ce»relfng le» (ius, e>f
.a.Salmon Hi\e?r ee)unselle)r who tolel him that he? vve>uld
never complete? the? pharma<?ole>gy eennse? and' should
"be?ee»nie? an ironvvorke?r like? all the? olhe?r Indians.'

Ne? was able; te> ap|)lv to the? Albany se'he)e>l with the help
of Dave? While? and was aee¥e?pte?d. While? in eeille?ge? ( ius
yvein.a numbe?r eif awards iiie'lueliilg se:holarships••from

.'l.lm-.A.s.sociatiou eif AnT.erican liuiian I'hysieians, the? Inter-
national Order of Kings, the? American l,e?gie>n Peist 147!)
anel the Massachusetts Indian Assoeiation. He? was also a
re?e?ipie?n.t .of. Marelselen II. Nave?s Award in 15)85 i'nr his
le?ade?rshi|) in institutional anel clinical pharmacy.

(ius is a l)e?lie?ve?r in Akwesasne? anel has be?e?n aelive?
tin? comnumi ly . lie? has \ is i led local schools let ete?li\er
|e?elure?s on the? elange?rs e»f drug anel alceiheil abuse?, ( ins

-was instrumental-Hi securing funding forThe? Akwe?sasne?
Kinergew?y i'e?ain in 15)85 anel startesel the?-David A. I'yke?

Memo i i a l 1'iinel in nietmeir.v-oi' his late? bie>lhe?r.
GUs said he was grateful le> his family, fr iends and te)

•everyone ill the commun i t y vvljei cuicriuragcd him losuc:-
i?e?e?el. He? ga\'e? parlie-ular re?e>eignilie)n le» the? Salniem Mive?r
counsel lor who tried tei dissuade? him fmm his ge>al. "He?
said'I couldn' t do it and I hael te) preive h im'wrong! " Gus
saiel..hirsoinonij i ! en'ily 24 ye?ars old Mr. Pyke? is a pe)sitive?
mle? modi;), feir alle)l Akwe?sasne? anel a seniier? e)l pr ide for
the.ent i re communi tv . '

-itIi a one year ce>iiipteliondate
set. I he- I'.S. le?di?ral gepvernment will pay 80% -of the
ce)sts of the e-einstruc-licin with the: .itate paying. Iho .re-.
mainele-r. \ o informatiein was available as tothe costs of
t h e 1 - p r o j e c t . ! . ',"•'•-.••.-..'•/. ,•'' ., '•'•'•':'-

Grand Opening
The* Akwesasne Library &. Cultural Center.yv.il] hold its

(iranel Opening on June? 13, 1987from 1:00 to $:Q0 p^m.
at the new building (negated on Ht. 37 in Akwesasne. The
public is corilially
i)e?etie?atie>n.

The?re? are? plans
Swamp, Wolf Clar

inviteul lo attend this Open House and

for a Tree Planting Ceremony by Jake
Chief. Alsei scheduled will be a.perfor-.

manere? by the daiice group under the. direction of Gesso
Theimas whe> taught the group through a program at the
Akwesasne Museum. • , . •'{: '.

The library resumed its regular hours on April 27th
and is open 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Friday, The
library is a great place to study and do research for term
papers, offering its patrons a quiet place to work.

With the move now completed, jthe library urges all
patrons to return all over due books. This library staff, in
an effort to update their inventory, is asking parents to
repeirt any lost or damaged books, so they can remove
e>ver due cards from their file. There are currently over
4,000 books on the over due book list. Parents are also
asked to encourage their children to come to the library
so they may learn to use the facilities to their fullest ex-
tent. The staff also requests that parents stay with their
children while they are at the library and museum,

Mark the date on your calendar (June 13th) and plan to
attend the Grand Opening. With your continued sup-
port, we can maintain the high standards our library has
been commended for in the north country and the state.

Public Meeting at
Akwesasne Mohawk

School to Discuss
Band Control of
Indian Education

Present at the meeting, held em May 13 at the
Akwesasne Mohawk Scheieil were Mr. John Conitois,
Director of Education, Doreen Thompson, a newly ap-
pointed trustee, Gloria Thompson, Mamie David,
Trustee SD&G Board and Vivian Sme>ke, Adviseir from
Snye.

Chairperson of Board, Mr. Comtois outlined the
board's objectives for the next three years in regards to
the local control of education. There is available from
the Department, $50,000 in funding to bring education
iip to par on this reserve.

. It was stressed that the Department of Indian Affairs is
not equipped to be involved in education and the school
system. Quality and standards of education is a provin-
cial affair. Since the D.I.A. has been handling the educa-

Continued on page 3, see PUBLIC
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Chief Bonaparte Honored
Mohawk Tribal Council .-Chief Rosemary

was nameel an "Outstanding Women' in
SI. Hegis

Honapaite
Business" by the Boarel eif Trustees eif tlife Women's
Business DoA'elopmenl Center anel Savvy-.Magazine,-May

('hie?f Bemaparte was eintT of 14 vvo'nien seltJCteel
because of their involvement anel leadership in. the
business world.

The Women's Development Center, a non-profit
organization dedicated tei helping women in business,
selected Ms. Bonaparte as an award recipient at the
Center's annual dinner. The Center also offers training
program, eonferences> workshops and trade shows.

Chief Bonaparte is the first female elected to a position
"bf .leadership, in the Tribal'Council.--.

Education Meeting;St. Regis Mohavv k
Tribal Council

Caucus and Elections Community
Mominalions foi11 he :< year position of "Chii?f" and 3 year
le?rm e»f "Sub-Chief", ior the? SI. He?gis Mohawk Tribal
Couneil will be? he?lel oil Salurelay, I\UIV 23, 15)87 at 10:00
a.m. at the? Communi ty Bui lding, l le)gansburg-
Akwejsasne?,

The? e-aucus is le>i- the? sele-e-lion ol eanelielate?s only. No
othe?r business e)r issues are? eliscusse?ere>r eeineluele?el. To
be? e-ligible: l o . b e nominaleel, persons- Ml'ST BK AN
IMHOLM.D Mi:\IBi:i{ of I he? St. Regis Mohawk Tribe?.
There are1 no limit lo Ihe? numbe?r ol' pe?rse»ns nominale?d
anel nominal ions are? only close?el v\ IKMI ne) lurlhe?r names
aiT? given.

The caucus is held 14 days prior te) election with elections
held on June 6th this vear.

Tilts ine°umbe?nls lljis e?le?e-lie>n vear are?'Chief Julius I).
"Speotl" l lerue anel Sub-Chief l;arry Tlionipson. Tei be
placeel em Ihe? (>le?ction ballot, both Chie?f l lerne and Sub-
(hie l lhompse)o must be? nominale?el. l'he?ir namos arc?
not iiuleimalicallv e?nle?re?d on.tinr itlecHon balle)ts. !

Whe?n eonlacle?d by phone? and asked if they woulil be?
seekihg-i inolher le?rm if nominale?el, Larry Thompson
stale?el, " \o" with ne> re?asou give?n anel -Carol T. He?rne?,
Tribal Cle?rk said "Ve?s" he?r husband Julius Ilorn.e woulel
l)e l imning lor |)osilion of Chie'f.

Jann Hay

Membership Code
Vote Cancelled

The Mohawk Council eif Akwesasne's Membership
Committee decided to cancel the vote May 9 for the pro-
posed new code because of a "lack of interest" according
to sources.
,The new membership code would replace the one

now in use by the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne which
was created by the Department of Indian and Northern
Affairs in Ottawa. ,

The Committee is under the direction of M.C.A.. coun-
cillor Yvonne Leaf, with other members including Hilda
Lazore, Louie Lazore, Mary David, Cecelia Square, Sheila
David and attorney Rita Dagenais.

Citing the poor turnout at the public sessions the Com-
mittee anticipated a low voter response so the decision
was made to cancel the referendum in favour of a more
direct approach. The Committee has recommended to
the Mohawk Council the hiring of six people for a thirty
day period to conduct a house to house survey.

Continued on page 3, see MEMBERSHIP

The meeting was called to diseue s how to make educa-
tion a priority tei the parents and students of the com-
munity and how to utilize the newspapers and radio on
this reservation to get the information to the parents.
The meeting was chaired by Mine^a White, Director of
Education.-.. ' . •:.'|'V\ ' V:-L; •''.""

Several ideas werd volunteered Iby the participants, in-
truding setting up '-one minute radio spots (in Mohawk
and English) on a number of topics on education* One
spot could include Mater Dei and tjie opportunities it has
to offer, as was suggested by Sister! Mary Christine. Panel
discussions would be offered to everyone. Members
Would include representatives from Alcohol
Dependence Program and the Social Work students.

Mr. Mitchell, principal of St. Regis Mohawk School,
suggested setting up a program with Dave Back on CKON
centering on the importance of good school attendance.
It is important to relay the negative consequences of tar-
diness and absenteeism by the students and how it af-
fects future school results. Mr. Mitchell would like to see
incentives offered by the school to encourage the
students to do better. Mr. John Simons (Salmon River
Central School) would like to see a financial Aid Officer
or Guidance Counsellor to talk about the aspects of being
interviewed and resume writing. - _ : .

Minerva White said tre students are becoming more
responsible by coming in and applying for scholarship
monies themselves. The students are encouraged to find
financial aid and apply for it, as that can be the major set-
back to higher education. ^ .

Judy Howard (Salmon River Central School) would like
to have a Parent Handbook printed and handed to the
parents at Parent Confei-ence time.

Sandy Rourke (St. Lawrence University) volunteered
her time to making videos or editing any videos. Upward
Bound has a video program to show to schools.

Lynn Mullen (Academic Support, Clarkson University)
he different programs offered
terested in making 60*econd

and providing inform*,
available at tfarkson Unh/ersi-

can make videos about
by Clarkson. She is also,
spots on improving
tion to parents on what

Donna Reichard (Potsdam College) is hoping to utiHse
the radio and tape actual conversations (20 minutes)
with students and peoplB in the programs. . *

Continued on page 3, see EDUCATION'
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