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AMBULANCE
A.E.T .
St. Regis Rescue

FIRE
H.V.F.D . (518) 46$-1211

POLICE
St. Regis Police . . . ^
NY. State Troopers . (518)483-5000

58-2117
75-2161
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Ontario Hydro reports that having all the industrial PCB
n aste in OIIK localized area is safer than having them sit in con-
tainers, on industries' private property unsupervised. The
.Ministry would like lo have the waste centralized so that it can
he supervised for 24 hours, seven days a.week. It would be in-'
special containers and disposed of by incineration,, lirifor-"
Innately, there are no licensed incinerators in Canada.-

lli.is I'CB waste has to he treated very carefully, ft is an
organic molecule that is very stable. Hcxweyer, as an organic
molecule it can he broken down by high temperatures., lip un-
til I!)X2, all l'( B waste was transported across the border to
the I S . and to the province of Alberta for storage. Ho'vveveiV
ix ith the increasing awareness of PCB's, the border was closed
10 Ontario, while the I'.S. and Alberta' worried about the con-
trol ol their own I'CB waste. 11iese sites were temporary but:
se.cure. ' • • • • ' ;.:'. •'.. ",. '

'The gm eminent of Canada is reatfy .lo move on building a
site for the secure handling of PCB-Waste and his decided that
the Cornwall site is the most desirable. ••• ': . . . '••'• '
Thi.s met with intense opposition by the people,present at

the meeting. The most vocal group headed by Mr. Nflario Sar-
ila, the Kcology Awareness Group, asked why Cornwall; was
[licked It sits on (he most prevailing earthquake zone. In the
case of a quake, just how sale would the containers be? And
ha\ ing the St. Lawrence Kiver less than a kilometre away from
the site was less than desirable as well. Public feelings ran
'ngh. It we are the second most polluted city in -'Ontario.'why is
11 necessary to add I'C'15.storage to an already polluted area.
One ol the last comments made to the Ontario Hydro and
Ministn of \.n\ iroiiment representatives is to clean up the
damage llie\ have already done; lo the. river. Siriice the George
I; Saundeis Generating Dam was built and destroyed the
waters of the river, they have a debt to the citizens .of-Corn-1

u.ill shouldn't tltey clean up .some, of (be water,pollution
hetore the\ start looking at PCB storage in Cornwall? Does
( (irim all uant to have the only PCB storage area of niepra-
\ince ot Ontario? Do we want to see PCB: waste being,
transported into Cornwall from other industries? The;answer:
Irom the people at the meeting was a definite, no. We Can Only
hope the government is listening to the laxpay.ing citizensof
C o r n w . i l l . . i - • . ; - ' • ". -:'-"'-..-•••'.'.'.

II \ ou ha\e >in\ concerns for
llw.'ro. please x i h m i l (hem lo I be
( o rnua l l . Ontario wi th in the next

the |MH)ple from Ontario
iff ice at 205 Amelia SlreeJ,
two weeks. ; : •".•'
— Teresa Qo\tdalor:Payid

RCMP Arrests Five in JPuel
Investigation

I he Ko\af Canadian Mounted Police and the Canadian
Customs arrested five individuals May 5 in Cornwall, Ontario,
including thiee Mohawk men, on fifteen charges related to the -
alleged importing of petroleum products into Canada from the

' I ' . s . ' •' ' . ' :•';• ' : ; '-'.:•'-"..'-.• ...•

\rresled duel charged with twelve counts of smuggling fuel
and non-reporting ol fuel imports were Allen S\yainp:Of the At-
siaktonke (Hi\er Hoad), Akw'esasne; Roger Ben'nui of Naiento
IHoose\ellow n) and Mitch Cook of Onhinenson (Cook) Road,
Akwesasne. . • ''. ' • ' '•''' ".'

Also arrested and charged on three counts of possession of
illegal fuel were St. Anicel, O,uebet: residents Yvou Yelje and
Marcel I.egcr. ' • -.-; •"'_•• . :. , • .'

Swamp, Cook and Kennel were released on $5,000 bail each .
while Yelle and l.eger had to post bonds of $1,000. All five are
scheduled to appear hack in court on May 29y-••",-. -.''•'•'';.-.•

The Canadian Customs maintain that the five eonspireij to
transport about ;i7,0()() gallons of fuel into Canada without: in-' .
forming the Customs authorities. . • '•:."'. ?. •

Norfolk
Lumber

—Sawmill Lumber—
—LOW PRICES—

Norfolk, N.Y. 315-384^4222
I ice Delivery on most orders to accommodate. |he
people ol St. Regis Reserve. • .;

Indians Hail Court
Ruling on State Fuel

; Tax
• In a decision that the Seneca Nation calls a great victory, the
State Court of Appeals ruled that New York State can't require
Indian merchants to pay sales taxes.
: "It's .a great thing that has happened for all of us" said Karen

: John, wife of Seneca Nation member Maurice John, who owns
a gas station in Cattaraug'us County near the Southern Tier ex-
pressway in southwestern New Yorjc. !

The way it was before, Karen John said, the State was trying
to make criminals out of Indians. John and other Indian; gas
retailers in Cattaraugus and Allegheny counties have been
fighting the State since 1984 when a law was enacted that re-

';' quired Indian merchants to collect motor vehicle gasoline tax
from non-Indians! „

Before that the State Department maintained that vendors
on Indian Reservations were illegally selling tax free gas but
the office had no practical way of forcing Indians to pay the
taxes.

By a 7 to 0 ruling the States highest court upheld a
preliminary injunction against the State. "The State has
also/always tried lo enforce their laws on us. This will enable
all the reservations in the State of New York to exercise their
own economic development," John said.

Court of Appeals Judge Richard D. Simons also wrote in the
decision thai wholesalers trading with the Indians do not have
to pay tax on the goods they sell to Indians.

The ruling came after the Herzog Brothers Trucking Com-
pany of Pennsylvania, a gas wholesaler to the Seneca Nation
claimed it should not have to pay taxes on the products it selks

', to Indians."
Court spokesman Walter Mordaunt, said in the court deci-

sion, the State can't impose additional burdens on Indian
traders. .

Recent federal law has always allowed Congress to regulate
trade with Indians. •

The'court has directed the appellate .division of Ihe Slate
Supreme! Court in Rochester to reconsider Ihe issue of
whether the State could tax fuel sales by Indian retailers to
non-Indian customers.
. John said most of the customers who come lo her husband's
Seneca Junction station near Salamanca are non-Indians. Many
are tourists passing from Pennsylvania to New York.

Since June 15)84 when John opened his station and became
-"the first tax free retailer, he had to close twice, his wife said.
•;" In the fall of 1985, John closed to protest tax laws that would
have required him to charge 8C a gallon Stale tax to all his
customers, even Indians.

The second time he was forced to close was -when the State
sought an infliction against Herzog, his wholesaler from sup-
plying gas, John said. Their Seneca Junction station has been
open a year now while awaiting the court's decision and
business has been fairly good. "Il look a long time to recover
from when we were closed." John said, "but business has.been
real steady recently."

A spokesman for the Slate Tax Department said the agents
there wo'uld shift strategies and instead of concentrating on
Ihe non-Indian wholesalers.would seek lo have Slate Sales lax
collected by the Indian retailers:

. . ' . - . . ' . - . . — Compiled from the Rochester Democratic Chronicle

Mohawk Council of
.Akwesasne. Releases

Economic Development
Information

Native Economic Development Program: a program
established to assist Canada's. Aboriginal people, open to all

.Status &• non-Status Indians, Metis and limit.
Program Objectives: to increase and strengthen the

Aboriginal projects, enterprises and people.'
The following areas include: economic focus, increase

economic self-reliance,--financial and economic institutions,
management skills and public awareness,
i How lo Use (be Proposal -'Development Guide:

• ''The proposal development guide is divided'into two parts:
Section I: Program Details
Section II: Proposal 'Format and Information Program

Elements — lo meet Ihe objectives Ihe program has' four
categories to action:

Element I — Native Financial and Kconoinic Institutions
.'•'.'- II --r- Community-Based Economic Development

111 — Special Projects
IV — Coordination

Each Elements addresses specific economic development re-
quirements in Canada's Native community.

For more information contact Dennis Chaussi at 575-'i2ri1.

Roland Garter Kyle J. Wheelock
Business Manager Asst. Business Manager

AKWESASNE
MOHAWK WOODWORKS

Community Building
Akwesasne (Hogansburg), NY 13655

(518) 358-2272

Carnival of Fun
* * • • ; • - • * * *

Cliffprd Tairbell Memorial Park

*
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Mpn. —Fri, May1115 — 3:00-9:00 p.m.
Sat;, May 16 -- lf:00a.m.-9:QO p.m.
Sun+May %7— 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.

mD$$* BALLOONS •* FOOD CONCESSIONS

Gome join the fun

¥
*
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Arena Committee meeting held May 8 with various
members from different provincial governments,

N.Y. State reepresentatives and Council members.
, ; photo: Tina Sunday

State & Provncial Leaders Meet With Arena Committee
On May 7th, 1987 Akwesasne Arena Committee members

met with delegates from both the Canadian and American
sides. The purpose of this meeting was to receive the con-
sultants proposal on the design and location and costs of an
Akwesasne Arena-and recreation facility and to secure fun-,
ding for the project slated for the year 1989.

Various.topics were discussed among them the geographical
harriers facing Akwesasne. The history of Akwesasne and
how it has evolved to what il is today.

There was a presentation of the feasabilily study conducted
by the firm of Marshall, Mack'lin and Monaghan. The study
showed that compared to the overall national average
Akwesasne had the highest percentage of youths under the
age of 24. This stood as a very strong factor in building a com-
plex or sports facility. The Arena when built would create
many jobs resulting-in a decrease of the high unemployment
here at Akwesasne.

With the large numher of learn sports on. the reserve and the
lack of facilities the arena committee had many factors suppor-
ting their cause.

At the meeting each governing level agreed that they .would .
meet again. The next meeting is set for May 28th. The topics
discussed will be cost sharing between the five externahgbver-
ning levels and the community-of Akwesasne, whether or not
the location of.the arena will pose; a problem for fundraising.

Among the people present were Harold Tarbell (Assembly of
First Nations), Barbara Kainvill'c (I'.S. Senator D.P. Moynihanh
Frank Vien (Indian Affairs Quebec), Gerard Ovellet (Indian Af-
fairs Quebec Region), Mark Dokis (Native Community Branch
M.C.C.), Paul Philippe (Oni. Ministry of Tourism and Rec),
Tony Zappia (N.Y.S. Senate), David -U'ebner-(I'.'S. Senator
Alfonse D'Amalo), Lyall Sturgeon (Indian Affairs), Michael.
Ouencer (1,000 Island Slate Parks), Mary Shanlz (Ontario
Native Affairs Directorate) and various committee officials.

execut ive Summary •
'The Akwesasne community is unique in the fact that il is one
of the few North American Indian Reserves to straddle both
the Canadian and American International border. 'The
geographic placement of I lie boundary has (treated a situation
in which the people of the Akwesasne Mohawk Nation inhabit,
ant), have'been-historically separated by: two different coun-
tries. •

'This division has led to a situation in which there was a lack
of community unity and cohesiveness, hence very few social-,
cultural and recreation groups and facilities have ever'been •
formed or constructed d u e lo jurisdiclionai concerns. .

In analyzing the Akwesasne. community with respect lo
other similar Indian Reserves in southern Quebec &. Ontario it
becomes apparent that the community lacks social and recrea-
tional facilities typical of these other communities. This is
especially evident if one compares Akwesasne with other
Mohawk Reservations in Kahnawake, P.Q. and at Six Nations,
in.Brantfortl, Ontario.- .

The development of a cult ma I and recreation complex in
Akwesasne can further unite this formerly divided community
around a facility which will serve .specific needs not presently,
being met on the Reserve. This study defines what the most
needed and appropriate facilities are for such a complex. The
following recommendations result from an inventory and
analysis of the cultural and recreational patterns and perceiv-
ed needs of Akwesasne residents. 'The work program under-

taken by the consultants necessitated an extensive public in-
volvement component as well as an analysis of other simifiar
native and non-native recreationaltJOttipj

STUDY: FINDINGS .' - • ;..-."- -:;,- •
1. The Akwesasne Cultural and Recreation complex is feasible
and its construction should be actively pursued. Such a
building will encourage-"community spirit "and a sense of
pride in the community. .
2. The first phase components of the building complex should
incjude: •;
2.1 A Mult i -Purpose Communi ty Hall
A large meeting ball/banquet facility is necessary .to-hold large,
social functions, provide necessary meeting space and an ap-
propriate location for future Tri-Counc'il, or individual council
meetings.
2 . 2 A n A r e n a ' . ' -• ' • •' • * • . ' - : •• : . '• ' ' •• '•••

A 1,200 seat arena is recommended to be part of the complex.
This arena will meet the recreational needs of the Akwesasne
community as identified in this refjort. .•'..-••
2.3 Meeting/Art Exhibit Rooms
Presently there is a (teetl for adult .education- rtwoms as well as
ah art exhibit and display area for native.Indian arts and
c r a f t s . •- ' ':• '"" . . • - " . - '•. ' • •- • .- " '-..'• . : . ' • "

2.4 A Racquet Sport Facil i ty
To generate revenue and meet the --peci'eaiibn needs of
residents, a racqiiet sport facility is to be incorporated into the
complex. '..'.'.';
2.5 Field Sport /Pow Wow Grounds
Adjacent to the complex, a recreational open space is to be pro-
vided. This will allow for field sports and cultural events
associated with the complex. ;
3. Other perceived needs not presently being met in
Akwesasne include:. •
3.1 The need for a gymnasium "
3t2 An indoor swimming pool
4. Capital and operational costs for the proposed first phase of
.the'complex include: '
4.1 A capital cost of 5,239,000 (1988) dollars is projected to
complete the project; This cost may be reduced pending the
volunteer labour of Local 440 whip have previously built a
similar arena in Massena, N.Y. ..,.-'".'•
4.2 Operational costs, for the facility are projected at 364,793

• b y - 1 9 8 9 . ' • - ' • • ' - • ' ..-• ••* '••-•'• •.'• . - , - ' [ ' : • ••

5. The. Cultural and Recreational Complex should be located
either'in Hogansburg or the Village of St. Regis oh the boun:

dary of New York State and Quebec. ' j
Four possible sites fpi; the faciltly were assessed, however the.
Hogansburg and St. Regis locations "are recommended for a.
number of reasons as outlined in Section 6.
(ii The architectural/concept, for the facility is outlined in Sec-
tii)n 7.0. , '
7. Fund raisiitg for the complex has already begun wKb
$70,000 biting raised by the Akwesasne community.. In order
for construction to begin by the summer of 1988, government
and-private-sources must.be in place by April 1B88.
8. IJV order lo r the project lo be managed during jjuih thecoiv.
shuclion antl operational phases, a full time arena manager
should he retained. 'This manager would l>e resjMtnsible lo the
pnisenl Afena Commiltei^ and ultimately to the Tri-('ounei).

"ELIZABETH'S RIBBON FASHIONS"
Traditional & Contemporary Ribbon

Dresses and Shirts. Custom-ijnade orders for
women, nien and children.

Call 358-9087
Location: State Road;

"Martin" House

*

The t lump Kite on Kawehi iohkowanone (Cornwall
Island) wi th sign post ing it» closing hy Mohawk
Council. Photo:Tina Sunday.

Mohawk Council
Closes Dumps

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne announced May 11 that
the dump sites on Kawehnohkowanone (Cornwall Island^ and
Tsisniene (Snye) were to be closed because of on-going en-
vironmental problems. '

The Council's chief administrative officer, Francis Sam, said
in a press release that the solid waste disposal areas had been a
source of "much concern" to the residents near the dumps and
to the Environmental Department of the Mohawk Council.

"It is with great pleasure at this time that the Mohawk Coun-
cil of Akwesasne can announce that the two waste disposal
sites will close," Sam said.

The Council,has worked out an agreement-with the Town of
Massena to deposit its garbage in an open pit landfill there.
The Council has urged residents to make use of the regular
waste pick-ups in the three districts. The Council is also in-
itiating a study as to how to seal and make use of the closed
dumps and also ways to manage the community's disposal
needs in the years to come.

M&MHai

of the Cornwall
is open: ,;:;•;

Located jufit East
Island Custcwn's
Tues & Sat.: 9-5 p.m.
Wed., Thurs. &, Fri.: iSW p.m.
Gall (613) 9324>797 and aftk for Char,
•" ' . . . •'.•.'..;• L i n d a o r E i l e e n . : ' - ; ; ; - v .
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