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INDIAN S S
...Networking Iroquois Communities
...Is a community paper serving Akwesasne,Mohawk people
and eventually all Iroquois communities.;
Our editorial policy is this: '.'.
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and information
from all sides and view points to properly represent all people
of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with the facts,
nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment on community issues, as long as
these articles are not inflammatory, or hateful. If someone in-
sists on putting their foot in their mouth, we may help them by
printing their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN TIME as a
community service. We can disagree on principle and agree to
disagree in general, but we have to live together and we face
the same problems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possible entertain you, and help your group or family, and to
pay respect to community people. V--: : ^̂  j

• Niawen-kow^it

PRINTED AT: . /; ."/:. V^".^"^-- V *>'
Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontario : : j

ALL INQUIRIES: J
Phone: (518) 358-9535 or 358-9531 V
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Akwesasne •'•".>...'••• . ;

************* ADVERTISING * * * •;*••*** * * *
INDIAN TIME WILL GARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES TO REACH
THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE; WE RESERVE THE
RfGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT ARE
BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE
IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES; ; '

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the follow-
ing outlets—LOOK FOR IT!
Wil-Javs — Cornwall Island \ •'••."'..''••'..•••''•
N.A.I.f .C. — Cornwall Island
Hammills General Store — Rooseveltown
Akwesasne Museum — Rt. 37 v :

St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
Senior Citizens Center — Community Building Complex ,
Harry's Market — Hogansburg : ; :
St. Hegis Mohawk School — Hogansburg ' . ":
Ista's — St. Regis Road :.:-v ~,V •• V •;.;.. ';• ^.V'/
Tickets — St. Regis Village : • ...
The Village Restaurant — St. Regis Village
(lovernment Building — St. Regis Village V :
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne ; : . :
Mr. Ts — Hogansburg :: '••;.- '•' • S "y• ."•••'...y •":'.•
Market *9 — Rt. 37 ;
Country Corner Store •. •;' '•'-.-; '•"•• .
Cook's Gas Bar — Rt. 37 State Road ;
Lawrence &. Dyan's Smoke Shop — Rf. 37 .-.'- '",/
Fish's IGA — Ft. Covington, N.Y.
Farquhars Hardware — Ft. Covington, N.Y. ,
Phillips Grocery — Snye ;.
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye . : >̂
CANT FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call us
and we can route our carriers to your location. Or ifyou know
of other outlets who would be willing to sell our paper, their
•names or numbers would be appreciated. Call 358-9531 or
358-9535. - .- . " - '\- }}:v- V;V

: •;::;::-.•/*-• ••

* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE *
Due to the postage increase, subscription/rates for Indian
Time have increased as follows: V
U . S . A . $ 3 3 . 0 0 / y e a r •' • • ....'•_ ; / - ' . ' - \ ^ > ''.-...".• •.-'.••'.•"
Canada $40.OO/year ,r
Subscription for a 3 or 6 month term are negotiable. A gift
subscription is a great way to keep your relatives that live
away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at home.
Don't miss an issue! Subscribe NOWf ,: : . ; \ '••..":
Send your check or money order to: •:.. '/."'•• : •
I N D I A N T I M E • " • ' . •- ' . : ' ^ •-' : > - : . .''-' ':';;• :'-.'. :••
p.o. Box i96( .;•;; . •/ -. J
Mohawk Nation '•'•' ...'/• , '.
via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196 ;. ;

DEADLINE for submission of news, uri idos, notices, an-
nouneemcMits, ads, otc. for the next issued! livdi.in 'Vlnm
is FRIDAY, MAY I.51 h .it 12 NOON.
Note: this is the deadline it youi- upcoiuing C;\<MII or ai.
lUJiiiHi'inont falls hntweon MAY 2O!h I« MAY 27lh.

T i m e K e e p e r s :

L'dilor -.,.•'...'.•'. ! .;. .DpugC
Manager . . . Mark Nai sisian
Typesetters . Marianne Bero&. Del
Reporter/Photos ;'. . . . ; ! , . ' . . tinaS
Reporter/Photos . .'.:..•...'! . . . - . . . / . ,
Bookstore . . . . v ; . / ; Helen I
Advertizement/Sales . . . . . ; . . .
Subscriptions/Mailing . . . ; . !•':•,"..-'.'•.'Leanric
Reseaich Writers Patty Roundpoiivt &.Clarisa
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Editorial

'.•]'. Editorial
It has been a year since the closing of the speakeasies. A

casual review in the files of our paper reveals a startling fact.
Since the bars Were shut down our community accident rate
has dropped dramatically. But a year ago our two rescue units
were kept on edge as they responded to call after call as our
people died on the roads from alcohol and drug abuse. The
police, the courts, the treatment facilities here and in the area
were overburdened with criminal cases, civil suits and refer-
rals for counselling. It seemed as though the vicious cycle of
pain and death would never end.

Our people rallied however and led by groups such as the
Mothers of Akwesasne the community rose up to protest
against the speakeasies. The people insisted our leaders take
action because it seemed the state police could not act. Two
weekends were given to marches and demonstrations on
Route 37 in front of Josie's Place. On May 10 a young man was
killed in an accident that was attributed to alcohol abuse. He
was alleged to have been at Josie's Place earlier that day.

There are times when the people can be pushed too far. Our
community is normally tolerant of many things but the May
10th accident snapped self restraint and the inevitable happen-
ed.! The closing of Josie's was quickly followed by converting
of Vera's into a home and the boarding up of Shove It Inn's.
Akwesasne was free and clear of this type of menace for'the
first time in many years.

No one here is advocating the use of 'mob' violence as a way
of expressing the public will. It is clear though, (hat the ex-
ploiting of the good graces of any community can be taken too
far. Here at Akwesasne the people have always come before
the individual. There has been great freedom for the in-
dividual to exercise their rights but in the final definition it is
the welfare of the entire people that is most important.

Since the disbanding of the Akwesasne Police in 1982 the
community has been able to exist because the people have
taken care of themselves. This has not always been enough as
thei murder of Vivian Lazore and the traffic fatalities
demonstrated. The past year has seen a decrease in the
number of accidents but ihe rise of activities that present a
threat of a different sort are on the increase.

The smuggling, the gambling, the dope dealings continue on
as before. Some things are on the rise that will, mean a loss of
rights for us all. While no one will die in vehicle accidents the
well being of this sovereign teriturv might well be dealt a mor-
tal blow if our leaders do not pusli together for Ihe creation of
rules and regulations to control some of the more outrageous
behavior here. Of course we also need a viable justice system
and a law enforcement agency thai is truly objective. We must
insist the leaders we have and those in the future put aside
their prejudices and do what's right for the people.

The events of May 10, 1986 should never have to be
repeated; Those who would challenge our governments, put
our rights at risk and exploit our workers should keep in mind
that you can push a Mohawk only so far before you risk a fury
that can only mean more pain for Akwesasne. There is* as yA •
time to reconcile: and work together for all of our nation.

Letter To The Editor

Dear Editor
Two sisters are looking for a brother.
Birthname: Keith Albert Magui.ro
Born in Constable. New York on September 9, li)48.
We are asking anyone who has informal ion on him or knows
of his whereabout, please? write or- call.
Sharon Wemple Martha Leopold
18» Caldicoll Road 107 b Meyer Ave
Rotterdam, N.Y. 12303 Fort Huachuca, Aiiz. S.IKI.'J

18-355-0753 fi02-45H-48(>()

Thank you
Martha Leopold

In Memorium
It has been a year since the passing aw

in a motorcycle accident. Alfred Wiluams was a
a loved father and an ironworker. Nicknamed t
because of his ability to climb iron beams, he had
Who have missed his sense of humour and his easy
The community shares his family'siJoMr''*•';'' '•-'••

illiams
parent,

man*
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Continued from front page

A) FREE BORDER CROSSING
As stated above, the Mohawk Territory of Akwesasne is a

diverse and geographically unique area. The Mohawk people
have possessed and occupied lands in the St. Lawrence Valley
for centuries and have moved about freely for hunting pur-
poses or to visit our brothers in other five nations which com-
prise the Six Nations Confederacy. This right has never been
relinquished by the Mohawk people or the other nations of the
Confederacy nor do the governments of Britian, Canada or the
United States have the authority to extinguish such rights.

Despite the physical separations of our four residential areas
and the problems associated with the international border, the
people of Akwesasne remain close and it is common for
families to have relatives in each of the residential areas. Mar-
riages between people from two residential areas are common
and as such, interaction by Akwesasne people is on a con-
tinuous basis. The Mohawk people have exercised their in-
herent right to free movement within our Territory of cen-
turies and do not require authority front external govern-,
ments to exercise this right. Nevertheless, these external
governments continue in their attempts to confer such rights
as is illustrated by the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Naviga-
tion or the Jay Treaty signed on November 19, 1794 between
Great Britain and the United States. Article III of the Jay Treaty

. provided among other things that "Indians residing on either
side of the boundary line to freely pass and repass by land or
inland navigation into the respeeiive territories and countries
of the two parties, on the continent of America../' Article III
further provides that, "no duty of entry shall ever 6e levied by
either party on peltries brought by, land or inland navigation
into the said territories respectively, nor shall the Indians pass-
ing or repassing with their own proper goods and effects of
whatever nature, pay for the same any duty whatever;" The
Jay Treaty has never been ratified by the Canadian govern-
ment, however, this is academic considering the position taken
by the Six Nations. It is, however, interesting to note that Cana-
dian government legal advisors have supported the Indian
viewpoint in regard to the Jay Treaty. Canada's position not to
ratify the Jay Treaty because Canada was not a party to the

.original document is contradicted by other treaties signed bv
Great Britain which are honoured by Canada.

B) FREE TRADE - Given the location and transborder nature,
Akwesasne is a logical area for free trade. Akwesasne strad-
dles the 'international border and is located in the Cana-
dian/Northeastern U.S. industrial corridor. Excellent rail and
highway systems provide us with easy access to 120 million
consumers within a 500 mile radius of Akwesasne. Several
large metropolitan centres such as Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa,
Boston and New York City are easily within a days drive.

The transborder nature of Akwesasne also allows. us to
manufacture, assemble and/or distribute projects from within
our Territory on either side of the international border.
Akwesasne has the potential and natural resources to develop
a wide range of economic ventures including agriculture, in-
dustrial or tourism based on the scenic beauty of the St.
•Lawrence River. Negotiations concerning free trade are cur-
rently underway between Canada and the U.S. and the
Mohawk people feel that we should be included in this process
due to the nature of our Territory. Establishing a free trade
zone at Akwesasne is one possibility that the Mohawk people
are investigating. Such a zone would provide an economic
boost for Akwesasne while generating employment and
enhancing social development. In addition to this, the
Akwesasne free trade zone would be of interest to the Cana-
dian and American governments. • • - - , . . • •
C> CUSTOMS RELOCATION ;

Relations between the Mohawk people and officials at the
Customs port on Cornwall Island have greatly improved over
the past 10 years, however, a few problems remain. These
problems stem from ihe smuggling which is presently going
on. One solution to this problem is establishing the Mohawk
staffed.Akwesasne Border Palml as per above.

Several incidents over the past year have prompted Customs
officials to request a relocation of the port to the City of Corn-
wall. These incidents include bomb threats which hav.e all
been prank calls. Police have been unable to capture the caller
and the Mohawk people believe that the person responsible is
not from Akwesasne. All measures for the security and safely
of the Customs personnel have been including forming a
Mohawk Security Force. ,

Of course, Ihe decision whether.or not to relocate the
Customs port resls with the Canadian government, however,
the Mohawk people must be kepi informed of Canada's plans. .
Should Revenue Canada decide to relocate Customs the
Mohawk people would immediately assume ownership of (he
existing.buildings now situated oh our land. Furthermore, the
relocation of Customs would not in any way effect movement
of the Mohawk people or the other Nations of the Coi>
federacv.
D) AKWESASNE MOHAWK BORDER PATROL

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has recently presented a
proposal to establish a Mohawk Border Patrol program that
would benefit the people of Akwesasne, as well as the;Govern-
ment of Canada. II is generally agreed that the Mohawk people
of Akwesasne, particularly the leaders of the three govern-
ments, have been most effective in curtailing the smuggling
that has existed in recent years through the Akwesasne Ter-
ritory. ,

Without Ihe cooperation and assertiveness of the leadership
of the Mohawk communities the law enforcement-agencies in
Canada have been largely ineffective. The communities at
large are far more concerned thai the aboriginal rights regar-
ding border crossing be mandated and protected. It should be.
noted, however, that there are citizens of the Mohawk Nation
who. have varying opinions as lo what those rights are and
whether or not trade and commerce as stipulated in the Jay
Treaty extends to cigarettes and liquor. These issues can only
be dealt with by the Mohawk people themselves and as a result
of the continuing conflicts of opinions with the Canadian
government over the past 50 years the three governments of
Akwesasne have decided to host an international commission
on border crossing rights of Native people later this summer.
Participants will be American and Canadian officials, interna-
tional lawyers, and Indian government leaders from across
North America.

What is urgently needed is stability and continuity not only
for the Mohawk citizens, but for the Customs and Excise per-
sonnel and the non-Indians that pass through our Territory.
The continued presense of non-Native law enforcement people
only serves to divide our community further, and arise suspi-
cion and distrust. ,

The Mohawk Border Patrol officials would work with the
community members of Akwesasne in maintaining continuity
arid trust by the Mohawk people and other governments. They
would serve as liaisons to other law enforcement agencies and
bridge a gap of miscommunication and mismtrepretation of
facts. They would provide stability for the non-Indian people,
especially workers at the Customs building and other law en-
forcement agencies. They would also work with the Mohawk
citizens in the school system and the community at targe on
matters pertaining to border crossing, including Customs
ports and the St. Lawrence River.

It is imperative that this program be viewed as-the Mohawk
initiative that serves and protects the interests of the Mohawk
people, as well as the interests of Canada. We fully realize the
implications that can result if the Mohawk people and the
leaders of the Mohawk governments decide not to get involv-
ed. It is, therefore, in the best interest of all concerned that the
Government of Canada respect the wishes of the Mohawk Na-
tion looking after their own affairs! and protecting their Ter-
ritories while at the same time protecting the interests of.
Canada.
: j — Russell Roundpoint

.••:.-..' — Vaughn Sunday
•'•"l^-v-K ^ ^ ' - h ' • • • • , • • : • •' ' — April28,1987

Land Claim Continued from I
Mr. Batson began the session by respondkig to a position

paper drafted by the Mohawk delegation in J«nu«V and
presented to him in Washington, D.C »at»on maintained that
New York was entering into the negotiations in an attempt to
settle the Mohawk claims without having*, go through a
lengthy and costly court battle that he predicted would be
won by the state. v . • -'.''*«'i.i«.' V * *

"These negotiations are not aft admiMkmof liability, Batson
said, "We believe that an extinguishing of Indian title is
necessary^ We are also expecting that the U.S. federal gbvern-
merit will make a financial commltttnent; that all returned land
should be public property; the counties must be compensated
for any possible losses of tax land and that lands asked for
must be equal to the lands lost."

Mr. Rowley was apologetic about the absence of any
representative from the.U.S. government saying he had been
assured by the Assistant Secretary of the Department of the
Interior that a spokesman wcruld be there- The Assistant
Secretary/Ross Swimmer, oversees thei Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs which would have to be involved in tfie claims according
to federal Indian policy.

Yvonne Leaf of the Mohawk Council pf Akwesasne along
with Richard Sobol, attorney for the Tribal Council, co-
ordinated the Akwesasne response MS; Leaf asked Batson for
data he was to have given the Mohawk team regarding certain
properties within the claim area. She also maintained that all
returned lands must have clear Indian title with full native
control over all resources including a return of Mohawk civil
and criminal jurisdiction. :" .

Batson agreed that the State wouWI be willing to negotiate
jurisdiction but any changes would require an act of the U.S.
Congress. He did give the Mohawks information on some of
the claims area. Batson Wanted the Mohawks to identify par-
ticular pieces of land to be returned to Akwesasne which
might include state lands in either St. Lawrence or Franklin
Counties. . :

Mr. Sobol said the Mohawks wanted electric power and
money from PASNY because that public utility had con-
structed its dam on Barnhart Island, which was clearly Indian
"land. Sobol proposed both sides prepare themselves for a four
day session in September that would have some agreements
reached in regards to land, money and electrical power. The
idea was accepted in
understanding that a p
would be ready by August.

Mohawk negotiator Leonard Garrpw argued for the return
of the 22,000 acre Brash
the delegates about the r
organizations to oppose
row noting that in the Cayuga claims he had negotiated a set-
tlement agreeable to bi th sides but it was undermined by
'citizen's groups'. Garrov

be aware of a national
stress the positjve," Ron

agreed tha
to inform- 1

Swamp and Brenda Laf
and -Harry Sachse.

jrinciple by the State but with an
^eliminary New York position paper

;r State Forest. Garrow also cautioned
eal possibility of land owners forming
the claims: Rowley agreed with Gar-

said negotiations cannot proceed in
the "glare of publicity."

Ron Lafrance of the Mohawk Nation urged the delegates to
anti-Indian movement. "We have to
said, "We must use common sense."

a public forum was needed at
he Mohawk community about the
to prevent, any, misunderstandings

Both sides
Akwesasne
claims process in ordei
about the scope of the cairns.

Also attending the meeting were Barbara Barnes, John
Lazore, Billy Sunday, Glen Lakpre, Rosemary Bonaparte, Jake

•ance with attorney's Curtis Burkey

:• ' :- AHKWESHSJVE ,
ROlVTERENNpTTHA

"AH KWE SAH SNE RON TE REN NOT THA" is the phonetic
Mohawk spelling of Akwesasne Singers. Singing Societies are
found in the Iroquois communities on both sides of the
''border". A Singing Society is ma^e up of more than just those
who can sing. In fact, the name is misleading. It is the name for
the people who are willingly to work together for the benefit
of the community. There have been Singing Societies in other
communities for many years. It is only recently that the young
people of Akwesasne have joined together to start a Society
and join the network that binds the communities together.

The res|M)nsibilities of a Singing Society include learning the
traditional ways of the 'Haudenosaunee' {People of the
Longhouse), which include the language, the way of life, and
the continuation of the ceremonies. It is important for these
|ieople to keep a clear mind and not let politics or personal
feelings interfere with their working together.

Traditionally, the singing Society works foir t h e community.
Perhaps, the more important task isrthejvolunteer work that is
done by them. The elderly are taken cafe of with donations of
time, (i.e. cleaning their homes, their yard, cutting wood) or
donations of food or money if. it is needed.

In the event 'of.an. emergency, the society initiates fundrais-
tng to help those who have been burned out of their homes
and lost all their possessions. Funds are also raised to help with
funeral expenses of a grieving family.

The more publicized event for the singing society is the Sing-
ing Convention held twice a year. The convention is hosted
each time by a different SocieW. This is quite a responsibility,
and again money is raised to defray the expenses. These peo-
ple are i-ecognized as goodwill ambassadors for their home
communities and must act accordingly for they are the leaders
oftomorrow. :

Teresa Doxtdatpr-David

Tales From The Rez
Hey kids! Looking for something to do on those lazy, hazy,
crazy days of summer? Here's a great new play for you and
your friends to act out! It's simple, it's fun, and it could make
you a star overnight! -

T A L E S FROM T H E R E Z
BY Darren "Bonan" Bonaparte

CHARACTERS: .
Hooter Mitchell, Shi'ite Mohawk terrorist
Turbo Tarbell, Fastest Driver on the Rez
Tonka Terrance, King of the Party Animals
Willy B. White, New York State Troopjef :
Bobby Big Butt, Bingo Kingspin :

, : P R O P S • • ' • . ' • • • • • . . - . • • . : • > : . : ' - - . - . : - . ' • ' •: • ' " . - . • . •. •

1973 3-tone G.T.O (uninsured, uninspected, unregistered)
1987 Stretch Limo (gold-plated, with chauffeur)
1385 New York State Police Cruiser (with radar)
2000 cases pf American cigarettes . .
4000 cases of Canadian Budweiser '''•< ;
6000 Bingo Cards ; : ;J
3 UZI's (with ammunition) '
1 cracked bridge pass (with Scotch tape)

' L O C A T I O N S • • . • ; . ' • , -•:. •' . - ^ - ; • - ' • • • • '• \ ' : . \ .".

Bobby Big Butt's Big-time Bingo Bonanza Barn
Uncle Louigt's Speakeasy (with underaged patrons)
United States Customstwith officers).
Canadian Customs (with officers)
Cornwall Square Parking garage (top floor)
S-eurve. St. Regis Road /
S O U N D T R A C K - . ' \ ' •' ' • • • • " , ^ - . - • . • ; = ; " ^ '- ' ; • • • • . . • ' ;

"Roadhouse Blues" The Doors * ;
"Smuggler's Blues" Gterin Frey \ ^ >
"Comfortably Numb" Pink Floyd
'1 Drink Alone" George Thorogood ^
"Radar Love" Golden Earring ; ' • - - . .
'Teach Your Children Well" Crosby/ Stilts..Nith;*. Young
"Island Girl" Elton John . ? •: V; , *
"Swingin" John Anderson • "> H " "' : , t
"Honey" Ricky Skaggs ; • • v .
"Dead Man's Curve" Jan and Dean V •*
D I A L O G U E • . •• • - / — ; ' N { - I - • , . - • . • • • ' • - ; ' ; " • • < .

Make it u p as you go along. -:;••.,_<....-•'• •.,:.• . - V.
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