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Some of Akufsiisne's children enjoying
at I hi* Akwesasne llmerjieiu-y Tearii s

a day of sun
Fun Pair held

last weekend at the Clifford Memorial Ball Park on
Satserati (State Rd.) in Akwesasne.

"'•'; '"I-'- ' . Photo: Teresa Doxtdator David.

Sunday Resigns As
Police Chief

IVic i S u n d a s . ( h i d nt t h e Si. Regis1 Akvyesasne Po l i ce ,
irMuiii'd from ihc lu rcc \ l ;n Mill for persOnaLreasons. •:"•••

i i iml .u a rcsidcnl ol Tsisniene, was a twe lveyearVe te raho f
tin- IIH re wi th Ihc List M \ as head of ihe U)-inan;department.

Ihc lusher Commission of the Mohawk /Counci l of
\ku iN iMtc , ic(( 'plcd Sunday 's resignation and iisjj|>«MijU>tl
vcici .m ollicci- l .ni ic Kini; of kawcl i i iohkow'anone as acting-
i 1 in •! l o r . i n inter im per iod ol ITOdavS. . "'.,•"•.. .''.. •.

UMimini; Kind's joh as super \ isor will be Tsisniene- resident-
Mike Kmt; l ic luni in^ ' to ihc force after €Vleave of two months':
will h(' lion I., i /ore of Kanalakon. Also expected ..U> be
I'Miiim.iicd as ihc len ih o l l icer is Tyler Sunda \vnow working
w i l l s I h e ( I H I M ' I \ al i o n D e p a r t m e n t . '•'.'.'.""•'••.••••'.'• -'• '

Annual Blessed
Kateri TekakwiAha
Celebration of

Parish
•I his M i m l u \ . \ l . i \ l.7th ,il t h e 11 a .m. m a s s , St" "Regis C h u r c h
will c e l e b r a t e M e s s e d Ka le r i Tckakwi tha 's I*easl : Day . •'. •; •": '• /

\ spei i.il l i n n t;\ m a s s is b e i n g p l a n n e d and. a r e c e p t i o n later-
, i l i e r m a s s wil l h e he ld al I h e ka le r i Hall. • • . . ' '•'"•:'• "" -,. -U.'

Dou.ttioiis ol Iood is heing asked, of our parishioners.,If
,in\one would hke~io come lo l_hc dinner .-with" some food;.
please lei \an< \ 1er rance know at ;i.">8J24.'{5.! F,V(
welcome lo |oin in Ihis ce iehra l ion. . ' . : . : .

Mohawk Council of
wesasne Border

Issue Statement
INTRODUCTION: II is a welt documented fact" (hat the
Mohawk -Territory of .Akwesasne is a unique geographic; area

• which iijcludes tracts of land in ihc Provinces of Ontario and
: Quebec, as we.ll.as land in the Slate of New Vork. Despite* Ihis

fact, tht?; 8,000-residents of Akwesasne are of the opinion (hat
this isoi^e community and that muvcmenlAvithin ihe Territory

'is/-1' unrestricted. The geography and highway system at
Akwesasne requires thai automobile -travel between any two
of pur four residential areas requires crossing .the interna-
.tjonal border-. This fact was demonstrated to you during your

''lour of jAkwesashe-earlier today.
;~ h'(?r over.."»()() years Akwesasne Mohawks occupied vasl
tracts of land along the hanks of ihe SI. Lawrence River. Wars
'involving forces from Ihe '.British, Trench and -American,
governments gradually decreased the Territory of Akwesasne

.'and.subsequent to these wars, borders between I'pper/Lower
Canada 'and the United Slates were established. These borders
Were established in such a way that present clay Akwesasne is
traversed by -international and provincial borders. The people
(>f Akwesasne did not request nor were they consulted on this
major decision, although'we are the people who continually
suffer the consequences/ .Another detrimental event lo

•': Akvvesasne iwas the construction of the SI. Lawrence Seaway
system ill which time many of our islands and large poiiions.of
';residential districts were either'lost or-deslroved. Due lo the
economically advantageous location of Cornwall Island, il was
'decided]thai-a. purl linking Canada and U.S.A. would be located
at this poihl - Akwesasne.

T^XVith the establishment of the international and provincial
borders! Akwesasne was.placed in Ihe unenviable position of
having to deal wild five different governments. This situation

•has caused difficulties for our community insofar as daily ac-
tivities such as buying'Ihe necessities of life are concerned.

.'The placement .of the international border-makes a simple
"event such as buving groceries or a new rcfridgerator a com-
plex, international issiu1 when -coupled with the* various loca-
tions of our residential areas.

It is with-these concerns in mind (hat we are meeting today
in order lo advise you of our position on Free Border Crossing,
Tree Trade,.a Mohawk .Border I'alroland the possible reloca-
tion of the Customs operations on Cornwall Island.

:•••'. Continued on page 2 • See BOIIDL'K

Pictured above are Tom Porter Bear Clan Chief and
Cody Karnnhionke Back at the opening of the
Sweetgrass Manor in Kanatakon. Cody give the open-

ing address in his traditional Mohawk language.
Cody a student of the Akwesasne Freedom School
stole the show with his moving presentation.

j Photo: TercwlOoxtdator David

The Sweetgrass Manor Seniors Complex
Officially Opens

On a beautiful sunny afternoon, the Sweetgrass Manor was
officially opened, with community members and officiaIs look-
ing on. In attendance were representatives from New York
Slate and from the I'ederal and Provincial Ontario and O.uebec
gove'rnnfents.

The traditional opening prayer was recited by Cody1

Kanmhionke Hack, a "5-year old student from the Akwesasne
Freedom School. It was noted by Mr. Tom Purler, director of
the Freedom School, that the recitation of lite opening prayer
by a five year old means it's survival for the next (JO vears.
Father Kgan and Reverend John Maracle followed with bless-
ings and pravers. •.

Chiel'Tim Thompson officiated al Ihe ceremonies. Jean Guy
lludon, the M.P for Quebec commented on the beautiful area
for the Seniors Complex. Grand Chief Mike Mitchell commend-
ed tlu* St". Regis-Recreation Com'mittee for, selling aside, the
land for the building. And to Gerald Sharrow and Gail
McDonald for their hard work and dedication to'the project.
Chief Joe Norton of Kahnawake, said a similar project is being
looked at for his reserve. It provides security for the seniors
and is something for the young people to look forward to. On

Mr. Louie Laffin pictured ah(>vu is a resitfcnt of Iho
Akursaiu* Home for the Aged and is celebrating his
8(ilh"Mirthflax on May Mi. " ..' i>|H)lo:tli»aSunday

Mr. Louie
Celebrates Ilis

"86TH" Bii
. . • • » -

Louie entered the home on March 19, 1984 and is better
known to the nurses ' as "BluebRiry Muffin"; Also the staffof
the Akwesasne Home for the Aged would like to..'wish..koiiie
the Happiest Birthday ever. . 1 '. '••" . '

^ Claims Session
Held in Albany

The Mohawk Land Claims Committee' of the Akwesasne
community met with representatives of the State of New York
May .7 ip Albany, N.Y.'-as part of the ongoing negotiations aim-
ed at settling the land, claims arising out of the controversial
1796 Treaty of Seven Nations.

The Akwesasne delegation consisted of representatives from
the Mohawk Nation Council, (he St. Kegis Mohawk Tribal
Council and the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne along with
their respective legal.advisors from Washington, D.C.

Serving as the spokesman for New York was Robert Baison,
an attorney from the Secretary of State's office with other of-
ficials from the State Assembly, State Senate, St. Lawrence and
Franklin Counties and the Power Authority of the Stale of New
York (PASNY). Chairjng the meeting was Howard Rowley, a
professional.arbitrator from the American Arbitration Ser-
vices and a resident.of Rochester, N.Y.

! Continued on Page 2 'See Land Claims.

Ecology Awareness
Group Tells Ontario

Hydro NO' To
Storage of PCB's in

Cornwall
On Monday, May 11th the Ministry of Ontario Hydro and the

Ministry of the Environment held a public information session
at the Cornwall Civic Complex. The information session, which
lasted from 2 p.m. until 7 p.m. was staffed by representatives
from thp Ministry of Environment and Ontario Hydro. This in-
formation session was ordered by the Ministry. They are con-
fident public education will reduce the opposition to tem-
porary storage here.

During the 7 p.m. meeting, Mr. Luc Guidon, MPPfrom Corn-
wall introduced the chairperson, Mrs. Elaine Kennedy.
Presenters were L.C. Johnston, Ontario Hydro; John Keon, On-
tarion Hydro; Gerry McKenna, Ministry of the Environment;
Ron Robertson, MOE; and David Crump, MOE.

.'.•!• Continued on Page 3 See Ecology,

Former Chief
Challenges 1986
M.C.A. Elections

Former St. Regis Band Council (now the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne) Chief Lawrence Francis has challenged the 1986
Council elections in which he was defeated in his bid to
become chief.

Francis submitted his protest to the Department of Indian
and Northern Affairs in Ottawa contesting that the Council's
Election Officer, Cecilia' Square, unfairly excluded him from
running for both councillor and chief. Square ruled in June of
1986 that the new Council rules prevented an individual from
seeking both positions at the same time. Francis made the deci-
sion to run for chief only at that time. ' .

According to the usual procedures an unsuccessful can-
didate has 24 hours to give the Council some indication that an
appeal is being made with notice of such a contesting then
made to Ottawa.

Indian Affairs ruled that Francis was unfairly denied the
right to run for councillor and ordered the Council to hold
new elections this summer on Kawehnohkowanone. The pro-
posed elections would effect the positions now held by Yvonne
Leaf, Angle Barnes) Lloyd Benedict and Alexander RoundpoinL

Chief Mike Mitchell said the Council would fight the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs on this, issue, in court if necessary. Mit-
chell was upset that the D.I.A. has waited almost a year to
make its ruling and that an election this summer could disrupt
the many plans and programs the Council was presently in-,
volveq in and could adversely affect the work of the
Kawehnohkowanone councillors,

Mitchell also said the Mohawk Council had instituted elec-
tion reforms that were accepted by the community and Indian
Affairs had no right to challenge the public will. Mitchell was
scheduled to go to Ottawa to speak with officials about this

"issue! ' .'"..' •''..'• y '.
The Mohawk Council will refuse to hold any elections until

the issue has been resolved.

behalf of the-artists-of Kahnawake) he presented a framed
painting and a ceramic carving for the Common Room of the
Complex, ••"; \ -•']•. ' • ' . " • < • - . • ' .

There were several individual awards presented in i"ecogni-
tion of hard work. (Jail McDonald was given a Star Blanket
quilt and Ann Gouiei; manager of CMHCjin Quebec was also
given a quill. • ' • - , . -

Men'ard Bros, of Cornwall, who supervised the constructioii
.•Of the buildingrgave a plaque (an award of appreciation} to the
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne: The Council -recognized the
talents of three aspiring carpenters with certificates of merit.
They are Betty Swamp Nanticoke, Toby Roundpoint and Terry
Oakes; All the members of the Akwesasne Housing Committee
received Certificates of Merit.

Mike. Mitchell and Tom -Porter planted a "Tree of Peace" on
the grounds.of the Manoif. This is among Vi million tress that
ha,yo-beeen planted since 'the inception of the idea at the U.N.

The Sweetgrass Manor p Iwcated in the village of St. Regis,
along the banks of the St. Lawrence River, across from the
Ambulance Building. f :

i —Teresa poxtdator-David

Tribe, Nation Sued
For $1,000,000

Former speakeasy owners Josephine and Morris White filed
suit in Franklin County May 6th accusing the St Regis
Mohawk Tribal "Council* land-, the Mohawk Nation Council of
Chiefs with burglary, arson and assault in the destruction of
Josie's Place on May 10th of 1986. : . .

t h e White's are seeking damages amounting to $1,000,000
from both Councils, James Gray, Lor an Thompson, Thomas-
Hathaway, Richard Powfess, Torn Pilrter and Rosemary
Bonaparte. - . ' . • ' .

The lawsuit accuses the defendants of having "conspired
with each other and members of the mob1 to hreak into Josie's
Place,-damage the building and then "burned the aforemen:
t K>ned building causing total destruction of the premises." The

• White's ai-e seeking $450,000 fixini the defendants for the loss
o f t h e " b a r . . •• • , • . ' . • - " • • • • - . . , , / . ::-:,-\ •• " " ' . ' • • . • . . • • •. -.

Josephine White also contends that she has been deprived of
the "services" of her husband Morris White resulting in a loss
of "comfort, happiness and companionship' for which she is
asking $50,000 in compensation.

Also alleged is shock, mental upset, nervous disorder, cuts,
bruises, abrasions and serious bodily injury" '. With
"permanent" injuries to the head of Morris White with
$ 100,000 in damages asked for- with $200,000 in punitive
damages claimed. j •!'".' ;;

The White's are demanding $200^)00 for "apprehension" of
bodily harm as a result of |he protest that occurred in May of
1986 arising out of a maixh from the Community Building at
Tekahswenkaroi«ens to the Ahnawate location of the White
residence and place of business. Une march was ted by teaders
from the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council, The Mohawk Na-
tion Council of Chiefs and the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne.
The march was stimulated by the rash of automobile deaths at-
tributed to the marketing of alcohol by the White's bar,
amongst others. J :( . .

As a result of the fire whk;h engulfed Josie's Place all
'speakeasies' at Akwesasne w«re ckwed. The New York State
Police were at the scene of the fire which they determined was
caused by arson but have made no arrests.

.—>.,«.»_•«». v»«


