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Bingo Operators'
Borderline

\ • " • >

TONKAWA—Mention Indian bingo* and most folks visualize
the squeaky-clean, $200,0(iO-a-morith Cr«ek Nation operations
i n e a s t e r n O k l a h o m a . . '•••• ' • ' . ' ' " ' , . ' . , . . • •

But for Mutt" Johnson, Indian bingo is a hard-scrabble
world where you struggle to make a buck and where there are
plenty of sleazy operators ready to steal the Indians blind.

.tohnson is principal investor and manager of the Tonkawa
mnko Hall here. His gamus, by his Own admission, operate
perilously close to the hazy legal boundaries set by a continu-
ing string of court decisio is. '" ' . ' . : ; .''..-•'". .-'.".;• .'"•'..-"-:'-

"Kverything is borderl ire," he said. "We br^ng in a game
that's a lot like blackjack, except we call it bingojack." The
.^mie is played with a 75-a rd deck, Johnson said; Players sit at
,i r-shaped table and, as i i blackjack, try to draw cards that
will total 21 or beat the dealer's combination. -'.'• -,

Traditional B-10, 1-45 bingo has become almost a toss-off at
ihe Tonkawa hall, which offers free bingo games most nights,
financing the jackpots w th revenue from the casino-style
games. Johnson said the lall also tries to drum up enough
Sl-a-card players to build \ larger jackpot, . {: ? v

Some nights, even the c; sino-style games are dead.-
Johnson blames the slow action oh.a saturated market and

nn a series of controversies with other tribal £ames in.Kay
County. ..; ' •' ' : /-..'' ' ;; ,'.:

The Otoe-Missouria tribe which brought one of the first and
largest games to Oklahoma, has been bouncinirfrnb* nnfcrator .
in operator since its trginal management firm, North
\mei k an Indigo, filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy liquidation peti-,

tion in late 1985. The company owed the Otoe-Missouria
>2.S7,l)O() when it filed for bankruptcy .. ' ' 7 ...'• ^ " .

lor a time, the Florida Seminole tribe stepped in to operate
ihe Otoe-Missouria game, hut that relationship also has'.ended-.

Johnson said it was he w 10 set up the Otoe-Missouria tribe's
In it bingo operation, and oversaw construction of the tribe's
".() uno-square-foot, hall on I.S. 177 near Red Rock. He said he
parted ways with the Otoe-Missouria after a disagreement
<i\ i r the game's financial controls. ^ - ;'. • . .-.••

! he blunt, fast-talking Johnson said jj|e has .operated; games
h i m North Carolina to Nevada. ••'•"• : -:; '..! ' -'•-! ""

I he fad that there are sc many Kay County tribes, and that
i lie rounty is isolated from major urban centers, -doesn'tmake
il .nn1
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» Stanford Faculty and
Students to Gain American
Indian Tribal Experience

STANFORD — / suggest that one should be conscious of the
difference between the oral and the literate cultures and the im-
pact of that difference on interpreting evidence from one,
through the tools and concepts of the other. — Triloki Nath
Pandey, anthropologist, UC-Santa Cruz, at the Zuni History Con-
ference, Zuni, N.M., 1982.

More than a third of Stanford undergraduates learn about
other cultures by studying at the University's campuses in
other countries. Now a few will learn with another culture
within the United States.

•<With" and "within" are more complicated prepositions than
"at" and "in". They suggest a state of mind more than place,
which is preciselv what Anne Medicine and Clifford Barnett in-
tended when they started the Stanford Zuni Pueblo Project.

"With" means sitting in the same classrooms with students
from a culture that organizes and prizes knowledge differenl-

' • y - i ' " • • ' ' : ' .• • " • [ . '
"With" doesn't come jeasilv between cultures that have been

clashing for 400 years.j .
To.outsiders, Zuni is an arid and semi-arid American Indian

reservation where 7.0U0 mostly economically poor people —
One of the smaller surviving American Indian tribes of the
$outhwest — resides.

It was here in what is now western New Mexico that Fran-
cisco Vasquez de Coronado, in 1540, thought be bad
discovered the legendary, gold-rich Seven Cities of Cibola.

•••:". It is there, since 1879, that Anglo-American anthropologists
have captured rich glimpses of American history before Col-
umbus. • • . . . ' - . ; •

But Zuni is not just the past. Zuni is also a people who have
maintained one of the longest surviving,, continuously oc-
cupied settlements in North America. They and their tradi-
tions have withstood invasions of warriors, missionaries,
researchers, and. misguided agricultural reformers.

From Zuni,. Stanford students can got "a systematic
understanding of a -non-Western culture in miniature,,-" says
Barnett, a professor of medical anthropology and the co-
chairman of a Stanford faculty seminar on Zuni society.

"The Zuni face a problem that is facing many people of the
world: How do you modernize, adapt, and interface with a
rapidly modernizing world and still retain the things you value

."deeply in your culture?"
"They have maintained their dancing, -their native dress.

They still make their own broad. At .the whiter solstice,
Slialaka, their gods comedown from the mountains," explains
Medicine, assistant dean of graduate studies and a
Seneca/Oneida Mohawk from Now York who has visited the
Zuiii reservation many times.
'-.At-Harvard, Medicine became friends with a Zuni student,

-Hayes Lewis, who is now the Zuni school superintendent. It
was their friendship that has led to the linkage between Stan-
ford and Zuni, Barnett explains.

'... "About 30 percent of the people at Zuni speak the Zuni
language," Medicine says. "It is one of the most isolated Native

: American cultures with a strong tradition of storing and pass-
ing knowlege -'orally.11-A complex arrangement of special
societies or groups is a resource that anthropologist Triloki
Nath Palidoy of t'C-Sanla Cruz has compared to'the specialized
academic disciplines in Western universities. j

Zuni is sufficiently different from mainstream American
.culture that a visit there "fools vv.ry much like walking .on
unstable-ground. You're walking all right, but you aid not suvv
of 'the fooling under your next step," says Lincoln Mpses, one
of the Stanford faculty members who has visited. |

Medicine |M)iiits out tliat is how many Indian students feel
when they eoino to Stanford, which-is one reason she'devotes
Jime to co-directing the campus Native American Cultural
Center as a home away from homo for all American Indian
"Student's'.'

• >, The,. np>\j, slop with Z.u.ni .comes, this, spring .quarter, when a
handful of-Undergraduates- join 12 Zuni high school students
in tlie study'of archeology at Zuni. Stanford will provide the
teacher, Prof.-John Rick. Zuni will provide the school, lodging.
'and..the rich subject matter.

.For faculty, the relationship offers wonderful research op-
portunilos, Barnntt says, i t is unusual to bo invited in nexv
.ideas'from a host community. In this case?, they set the
priorities of what they would like to see, and tboivwcvsoo if
.they can'he'matched with the University's research, educa-
tion, and service objectives. We are not doing work at Zuni hut
with Zuni. .We want to; .leave a legacy of training and educa-
tion."
'•'! Future stops are in The planning stages. Faculty or graduate;

.'Students 'who'are interested in becoming involved in Zuni
• must join the Zuni Faculty Seminar group.

The seminar loaders arranged for two medical students to
go to Zuni last summer to start research on end-stage renal

Jdisease with tho cooperation of-the Indian Health Service,
'.:Barnett says.
;:'-"There is a high incidence of end-stage renal disease among
Zuni people. It is not .related to thejr high rate of diabetes. One
hypothesis is thai it may bo related to some of the materials us-
ed in silversmilhing. Another is that this may be an unusual

-.-form.of .the disoaso with a significant genetic component."
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time employment, Moses says.
"The Zuni Arcbeblogy Project has a lot of competence

already. They work under contract with sites that -arc
threatened by roads or other construction. They have re-
quested help with mapping sites so they can write proposals
for their own cultural resource projects," Rick says.

Faculty from the Medical School, the School of Education,
the Food Research Institute, and the School of Humanities and
Sciences have expressed interest in Zuni, Barnett says.

The Zuni Tribal (Council, in recent meetings with Barnetl
.and others, expressed interest in a variety of joint projects, in-
cluding one to improve the technical capability and programm-
ing of its radio station and one to help with economic develop-
ment projects.

"J think the tribal council welcomes cottage industries as a
way to get around the high unemployment," Medicine savs.

For Stanford students and faculty, she adds, Zuni offers "the
opportunity for an unusually enriching educational ex-
perience. A person's education is not complete unless they
know or have a sense of cultures that are different from
theirs. For the newer people in this country, American Indian
culture is part of their past as well as ours."

EDITORS: Medicine's number on campus is (415) 723-2496.
Barnetts number is 723-4222. Rick's address on the Zuni reser-
vation is P,O. Box 909, Zuni, UM. 87327.
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Ottawa Pushing for Severe
Budget Ciits
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Spring is tho linio for sponring as shown by "lVi# Hoy"
(iarrow. |»lu>lo: Diane Swamp

CROSSROADS
Mother's Day Buffet

Cream of Broccoli Soup
Fresh Garden Salad . . •
Prime Bib of Beef An Jus
Fresh Roast Pork Loin n'Homemade Dressing
Homemade lasagne
Shrimp Newhurg
Baked Potato
Glazed Bubv ('arrols
Green Bean Almondine
Fresh Bread Table
Special Dessert 'Table .

$9.95

Gift for Mom :
Serving from noon -. Keservitlion. suggested

Call (.r)l8) ")2i)-7;j72

. dtoy Bu p
CALGARY - The economic - wow .uffered by Canada's

Natives are about to get worse, says Indian Association of
Alberta vice-president. , ; T; ;

Ottawa will use the failed Firrt Ministers' Conference on
aboriginal rights to impose severe cuts to the Indian Affairs
budget, predicts Narcisse Blood.' ^ : .•'••-'

And Indians who complain will be hit with unofficially sanc-
tioned mudslinging like Manitoba bands which last week were
accused of financial irregularities — after the bands went
public with complaints about Indian Affairs financial
mismanagement. v j

Manitoba Indian officials say the finacial records of more
than half the province's 60 bands didnt pass federal audits— a
sign that something is amiss. ; ' • : • ; /

It's an old story, says Blood. Cutbacks and mudslinging are
two ways Ottawa gets back at Natives who dare to be "ag-
gressive" and stand up for their rights.

And that's despite the federal Penner Report two.years ago
which concluded the department's Manitoba region is guilty of
gross mismanagement.

Blood says Indian Affairs is to blame for most record keeping
problems faced by bands. ''••'•.."'.",''

He said the department constantly changes policies and pro-
cedures — and doesn't make its payments on time. •

That forces bands to juggle their books by taking money
from one budget area to use in another — making accounting
very confusing and, in some cases, almost impossible, says
B l o o d . " • ' • " . • , • • ' • . . . ' • • • . • • . ; - • . • . ' , ' • . - • : • ' • / ' • ' • '•• - '

'it's ironic that the department,; with its record of
mismanagement, charges there's poor bookkeeping," he said.
The auditor general's annual report consistently complains
about mismanagement and bad ivecords with Indian Affairs.

"But whenever they feel we've embarrassed them ... or got-
ten top aggressive, they (Indian Affairs) come down on us," he
s a y s . - . - ' . ' ' • • - . • • - . . , . - • ' ••- . -" • ' _ . . . - ' . • ' . ' . " - .-..

However, there's "no excuse" for mismanagement or fraud
by bands "if it happens," adds Blood.

Bill Wright, director of Indian Affairs finance in the
Manitoba region, said 50 per cent of band financial statements
fi-om 1983 to 1986 were denied and opinion by auditors and
another quarter were given only a qualified opinion -^-mean-
ing the recordsweren't in order. . . .

However* Chief Jim Bear, chairman of the Southeast
Resource Development Council and chief in the Brokenhead
Indian Reserve, said: "It's a reflection of the mismanagement in
the department itself." . . ::

Echoing the IAA vice-president, he said "we divert dollars
with the sanction of the department to cover emergency needs
Init still we're cortdemned-by the auditors. v

A handful of Alberta chiefs contacted by the Kainai News,
but asked not to be identified — largely because Of a court cur-
rently before the courts in which the Calgary Herald is attemp-
ting to get access to information laws -- also complained about
Uie way Indian Affairs, conducts its business. : ••:•" ':

Hovvever, Bob Dickson, the Indian Affairs senior manager in
Southern Alberta, said band financial management in his
region is "generally in good shape" with only minor problems
that are nothing compared to those in Manitoba. •'

He, top, refused tp elaborate because of the current court
case.
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SPECIAL "MOTHER'S DAY" RADIO BINGO
TUESDAY/MAY 12 /1987 AT 8:00 P.M.

$3,500.00 IN PRIZES TO BE WON,
INCLUDING $1,000.00 COVERALL JACKPOT

$10.00 Sheets are ayaiiable at .
your local Bingo Card Distributor
So treat your Mother to Bingo! Cards

that could make her $1,000.00 Richer!!! H

B I N G Q

11 Z4 375775
30 3651 43

BINGO CARD DISTRIBUTORS

JOCKS GROCERY
IDA LEAF'S STORE
ISLAND PIZZA
BENEDICT'S ARCADE
COUNTRY CORNER STORE
AHNAWATE CORNER STORE
LAWRENCE & DYAN'S SMOKE SHOP
COOK'S GREENERY

HARRY'S MARKET
MOHAWK VIDEO
ISTA'S FLOWER SHOP
BUCKSHOTS STORE
TICKETS STORE
MITCHELL'S STORE
PHILLIPS GROCERY

• / : • • •

GET YOUR CARDS EARLY-^CARDS ARE LIMrTEP


