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Editorial Letter To The Editor

Agents of the State
Throughout the years the Mohawk people have been <ible to

jeat back the efforts of New York State and the U.S. federal
government to take away our native rights and destiny our
;ulture. We have responded to these pressures general v as a
lommunity should; organized and united. The events of a year
igo when our peopletook a stand against the speakeasies even
while the state was content to allow them to remain opt n was
evidence (if what we can do when we are threatened.

We are not accusing the state of directly participating in the
iolent death of so many of our relatives but it is a fact that the
tate police were content to leave the speakeasies alone

• because, according to one trooper, the vehicle accidents oc-

In Memory of Hohron
Lawrence! Oakes
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Your laughter, your unique way
Symbolised by your unlaced shoes
Could never be interpreted as part of

anything other than V
the memory you left of you

ajffected many

to you

cured here at Akweassne and not in Massena or Ft. Covi
!n other words, it was okay for Indians to bleed as long;
did it on the reservation.

The state and federals have on the whole been rather callous
about working with us to make Akwesasne a stronger com-
[munity..Both governments have tried to solve the "Indian pro-
blem" using a number of tactics. In the late eighteenth cisnturv
the plan was to steal Mohawk lands, leaving us without the
means to maintain our native lifestyle. When that did no
the federal government, along with a few of our own |
tried to have us relocated to Kansas. Being the clever
we are rumored to be, we sent scouts out to that state
they saw had them rushing back to Akwesasne to wa

igton.
s thev

work
eople,
jeople
What
n the

people against trading out rivers and islands for tornados and
locusts. " I

The failure of the Kansas plan led the state to try a different
plan. In the 1880's Albany decided to rid itself of the Mohawks
by educating them out of existance. It is believed that by forc-
ing our children to attend schools taught by non-Indians wjth
a complete lack of native sensitivity in the courses would
destroy Indian identity. The lack of sufficient funds to I imple-
ment this plan at that time prevented it from being successful.
Also the presence of Ray Fadden turned around tin; state
scheme. Ray used his teaching skills to promote a revival in
Mohawk culture that continues on to the present day.

The-federal, government gave us the international 1

The question of Indian rights and privileges have been on
the minds of many Indian people in this decade than any time
before. Among those rights the questions of sovereignty and
jurisdiction continually come to the forefront. For many peo-
ple, including the leadership of the native governments, these
words become "buzz words" that sound good and imply cer-
tain types of rights that people automatically assume they have
without any controversy or question.

To bring into focus the issue that is presently being discuss-
ed, rights infer certain activities that people have the privilege
of exercising without fear of being responsible for conse-
quences, either to themselves or the community. The rights
being enjoyed belong to the community as a political entity,
not just as individuals. The "ownership" of rights belong to the
group, community, reservation and in very clear political
terms to the Nation that negotiated those rights.

The determination of unlimited rights can only be made by
the people in what has been known as a "social contract". In
simple terms, a social contract is an agreement that people
make among themselves. Those rules then become very ex-
plicit or clear as to what people can or can't do in various cir-
cumstances. This discussion happens on a continuous basis in
all societies regardless of their ethnic background ,or
geographic location.

In the present situation, throughout the Confederacy, we
are faced with problems regarding the "economic" boom we
are in and recent court decisions. The writing on the wall is
very clear. The recent Supreme Court decision on the Cabazon
and Marongo Band in California on the issue of commercial
bingo has the potential of turning every Indian community in-
to Dodge City, but like Dodge City and the wild west, it will
soon give in to a form of order. Hopefully, our community will
not be one of those outlaw towns. !

The astounding fact of the Cabazon case was that.the tribe is
comprised of 25 members! Their government structure is a
tribal council type of government. The different types of
governmental structures throughout] the-United States in In-
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Your jolly happy disposition
but unfortunately not all

The things that were imports tit
were not in sync with succes >
As society sees success
And maybe that's why you're so, much

a part of us

Your quest for peace and trai quility
came in a storm of sorrow ar d loss
Our wafls could no longer ret over
The softness of your touch ai id the
warmness of your thoughts
All we had left was

The memory you left of yoiji

As times passes, your way must teach
us to appreciate and hold dearly
Those that you left behind, to learn
from the memory you left of you.

Minnie Gar row
Apr. 1987

In Memorium
I often sit and think of things w e use to say and do.
And 1 wonder w h y y o u had to d ie ';>'•'
Without a chance for me to say goodbye, f
It broke my heart to lose you. - .
But you didn't go alone . . .
for apart of me went with you
The day god took you home. ••';

JUst as^you were you will always be -.-••:'
never more than a thought away. ' " > ' . '
no need for words except to say , k .'•; •':[ ;.
stilled loved, stilled missed in everyway.

Time has a way of slipping by. • : ' , : ' • . ' . - " .
You had to go I'm not sure why
But it's not just tears I've shed ' . ; ,
It's the lonesome tears, in the after years

When ever your name is spoken.

In memory of Curtis & Dana Arquette A. Catman Gree

—from someone that really cared what happened to Jhem.

the St. Lawrence Seaway, boarding schools and'insensitive the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
bureaucrats as its contribution to assimilation. The fe Is also in colonizing terms, tribes' were
gave New York jurisdiction over us in 1948 and 195 by passing
laws transferring civil and criminal rights over "state Indians "
lo New York. We have been subject to insensitive cou Is, un-
caring cops and exploitative lawyers ever since.

We have in some instances been our own worst enem es. We
accepted a 'tribal' form of government; we seemed almost loo
eager to sacrfiee our children to the schools; we became

dian country are in three general-forr
Reorganization Act governments (IRA), non-IRA governments
and Traditional governments. IRA governments were created
in 1934. Non-IRA governments were

order,. federal government and state goverr

is of government: Indian

similar creations of the
ments, as in the case of

limply extensions of the

condi-
needs.
bv 6c*»<

tioned to look to the non-Indian governments for all our
We in 1979-80 allowed ourselves to be manipulated
called 'leaders' who provoked conflicts and then expected usf to
bail Ihem out. More recently we have allowed our greed-lo
overcome our common sense and jumped al the chance to
make fast bucks al Ihe expense of our community rights.

The slate and federals have-watched and wailed, to s ;e how
far we will go before they can_slep in and say, with justifica-
tion, that the Mohawks of Akwesasne have abused Ihei • rights
to such an extent that outside inteii'erance is neeessan to put
an end to the'cigarette smuggling, Ihe dope dealing, the gambl-
ing and the gun running across the border thai we all know, as
does thestale, happens here.
;'; We are being set up for the big fall. We must ask win
face of Ihe open and flagrant violation of federal, sic
Mohawk laws these activities are allowed lo contiiun
aren't the slate police slopping the cigarette smugglers':
know deliveries are'made on Tuesdays and Thursdays lo
dealers who are not licensed by Ihe Tribe, Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne or Nation. Why isn'l the New York Depart nenl.of
Taxation and Finance freezing the bank accounts of the

dealers

, in the
le and
. Why

•> Thev

state for the states' benefit. As timi progressed the 'tribes'
were allowed certain LIMITED powers, subject to state and
federal approval. The state and federal government created a
false sense for the tribes as being "real" governments. The
irony is that more times than not the tribes need permission to
do certain types of governmental procedures! Confusing?! The
other form of government, the Traditional, continued to func-
tion as they were designed, oflen times under attack from
state and federal agencies.

Nationally, the IRA and Non-IRA governments have been
espousing Ihe same political positions that Traditional govern-
ments have maintained since their founding. Now in present
contemporary Indian country, many- people are confused
about the source of their rights. Some rights are Treaty Rights
signed and negotiated by the Traditional governments prior to
any creation of the IRA or any form of alien council. To fur-
ther confuse the issue, other (fraudulent) "treaties" were sign-
ed, which our generation musl now deal wilh.

To bring it closer to home, the United States and the Nations
of ihe Iroquois Confederacy were ihe treaty signers and that is
a source of ihe rights we enjoy, or in some cases, abuse. The
present situation here at Akwesasne appears that individuals

cigarette smugglers? The state must know many of the
here are independent and-have noi connection wilh an
government at Akwesasne.

Whv isn't Ihe federal gover

York Ci-

nmeul becoming involve
bingo operations here when the recent U.S. Suprem ; Couri
decision clearly states they must be monitoring all Indian
gambling operations and must license such facilities?
the cocaine allowed to cqme into Akweasne from New
ty so regularly and by a certain number of steady dea
some people set their calendars by these drug/runs'?

We suspect that we are being set up. We have for genera-
tions been able to band together to battle alien forces. The
threats from without promoted unity within. Now cur own
are free to risk everything we have for the good money. We

native Are we pol
grams in ai

I in the o n th(, ro|(,

Why is practice is
remark, on

have taken
Iv, while l-l
burden. W
bably Ihe n
as to what
present colirse of disrespect for, and abuse of, the people.
Theothe ' * • • - • • • • - - • •

t upon themselves to personally benefit enormous-
e community and leadership currently hears ihe
as a community are faced wilh many issues, prb-

ost criticalis thai of drawing some very hardlines
lappens to those individuals thai continue on their

issue that must be examined is that of leadership,
ical and policy makers or ai*e we managers of pro-
administrative capacity? Has the leadership taken
of the Jacksonian' style of administration, which

means lo ll e 'winner' go the spoils? President Andrew Jackson
in 1828-stiiirled Ihe first spoils' system in government..That

nirrentlv alive and well and thriving. As rt closing
must real I v scrutinize and think verv clearlv as to

ers thai where our communitv is headed. There are not miinv choices

must all pause to reflect on this and ask are our nw
serving an agents of the stale and Ihe feds?

left.
Peace

people
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Please Note: Indian Time will be weekly starting with the May
6, 1987 issue, Vol. 5 *9 until July 2, 1987 issue, vjol. 5 '17.

Head Injuries
Motor vehicles accidents cause more than 50% of all head in-

juries that occur in New York State.iOther causes include falls,
sporting & industrial accidents, gunshot wounds &, muggings.
Serious head injuries result in prolonged loss Of consciousness
or coma. The typical head injury victim is a young male bet-
ween the ages of 16-24, who was injured in a motor vehicle ac-
cident. The National Head Injury Foundation reports that na-
tionwide, over 70,000 head injured persons each year, are left
with injuries serious enough to preclude their return to a nor-
mal life. These are cold, hard and impersonal statistics.
However, the pain and life altering devastation that can follow
a severe head injury is not!

The New York State Head Injury Association understands
the devastation that follows, and is dedicated to prevention of
injuries and support for survivors and their families. Recently,
efforts tdward that support have been expanded through the
aid of a Family. Support Grant with an outreach program in
Northern New York covering Clinton, Essex, Franklin, St.
Lawrence & Jefferson counties. Families with questions or
concerns are encouraged by the NYS-HiA to use their toll free
Family-Help-Line (1-800-228-8201) where they will receive in-
didualized attention, information & support. When indicated,
the family will be put in touch with the Family Services Coor-
dinator located in. Northern New York,

The statistics On. head injury are overwhelming, as are the
myriad of problems & concerns that face a family following a
head injury of one of their members. Founded by individuals
who have had similar experiences, the New York State Head
Injury Association, a not-for-profit advocacy organization, bas-
ed at 194 Washington Street in Albany (12210), is welt
prepared to assist the family with their concerns.
Contact: Ellen N. Maroiin, NYS-HIA Family Services Coor-
dinator, P;O. Box 747, Tupper Lake, NY 12986, Tel. (518)
350:2578 or 3329.

Seneca Woman Balances Two
;•.;.' ;. Cultures
Hazel Dean-John, a Seneca faithkeeper from the Allegheny

community in south-western New York, is a woman who has
managed to preserve her traditional ways even while those
practices and beliefs are under threat of disappearing into an
American society that has little understanding or appreciation
of the rhythms of an: ancient world.

Ms. John is a member of the Wolf Clan and carries the an-
cient Seneca name of Genedowakonh. She has been active in
carrying on the heritage of the People of the Great Hill'.by vir-
tue of her Jife-long participation in the rituals of her clan. She
was raised in a family where creativity and committment were
encouraged and she responded by becoming.an artist working
with wood, leather and weaving.

The.Seneca; like their Mohawk cousins, have an oral tradi-
tion with the legends; laws and histories of the people taught'
by elder to youth during the many activities of the community.
The braiding of a faceless corn husk doll would lead to a story
about the dangers of losing common sense to vanity. The plan-
ting of corn required a song to help the small seeds grow and
the coming of the spring thunder led to the Longhouse where
the people danced in gratitude because the means to survival
had once again been given to the earth by the Creator. ;

M&. John was raised to speak her native language, something-,
that is becoming unusual amongst the Seneca. She Was a
fighter and when the U.S. government ignored the rights of
the Allegheny community by violating their treaties and defy-

.ing reason by constructing, the Kinzua dam 3D years ago Ms.
John was there to protest this rape of the land. She was a
witness to the death of many Seneca elders as "their will to life
was taken away by this senseless desecration of the sacred
earth flooded by the dam. -, V

Ms. John has never forgotten the pain of those bitter years.
She is now a grandmother who is committed to passing on her
Seneca ways to the youth but is also determined that the Kin-
zua experience will hot be forgotten or repeated Her ex-
periences caused her to ask many questions. Not all the
answers were to be found at Allegheny so she decided to ob-
tain the knowledge that the -Americans alt too often used
against her people.

Through hard work she obtained two degrees from Harvard
University, plus a Master of Linguistics degree and a Ph.D.
from the University of Arizona, all while raising a family and
working at jobs ranging from office manager to teacher. As of
1983 Ms. John is now known professionally as Doctor Hazel
Dean-John and is the director of the Native American Unit of
ihe New York State Education Department.

In her present capacity Dr. Dean-John is leading the fight to
insure greater participation by native people in the develop-
ment of school books and treacher guidelines that will
hopefully wipe out once and for all the falsehoods now being
taught in state schools about native people. It is a demanding
job as Dr. John breaks new ground in an institution that has
been severely criticized for its failures over the years to con-
sult native people about native culture. This lack of sensitivity
by the state is an attitude Dr. John intends to change as she
calls upon Haudenosaunee elders, chiefs,danmothers,
historians, artists and writers to work on a project that will •
give all students in the state an unique understanding and ap-
preciation for the good and clean ways that characterized In-
dian life.- , '• • ' ".•• -;;:/.;-.•;-.•::::. •-• ,.. V,; -;; •.,;':'.,

Dr. John's goal is to have the sUte teacher's guide and the
syllabus sent to all elementary and secondary schools this year
so that the educational revolution might begin with the
1987-88 school year. If her background is evidence of her
abilities Genendowakonh will get the job done.

Corrections
Indian Time inadvertently described Louie Barnes as a "stu-

dent" on page one when he should have been called an atten-
dant. : /•.-. . .••-• .• ; "..-'. ••••'• :••••;: •:;. ;'•.,. -'-. ' -. •.;,. ••.-.:--.

Also on page two, in the letters to the editor labelled Values'
the ninth paragraph, third sentence should read "These people
respond by protecting their money making activities. They
mount campaigns to discredit the governments, who are try-
ing to protect the people." . . , • _

A third error was on page five, An Individual: Response to
CEAC, tenth paragragh, first sentence; It should read: "CEAC
originally said during the December Tribal Council meeting
that the Tribal Council never had authority to enter into any
Tri-Council negotiations except on Land Claims."

We regret these errors and apologize for any inconve-
niences they might have caused.

;!?•.'•


