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First ComiiHinion was held at the St. -Kegis Catholic Akwesasnc:. The children participated in workshops
Church, Sunday May 3L 1987. The Mohawk children -held at the Kateri Hall on various occasions to learn what
making their First Communion were frpiii alt areas of First Communion is about. photo: Tina Sunday
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Akwesasne
Make A Return To
Iroquois Siiigiifyg

Conyentidli
On April 25, the singers of AkWesasne inade the liip to

Onondaga Longhouse for the Iroquois | Singing. Convention.
Among the Nations participating in the Contention were:
Allegheny, Tonavvanda, Kannawake (with a men and women's
group), Six Nations, Cattaijagus, Oneidai 32 Acres, Ohondaga
(men and women), Sault l,ake Singers and Akyve-sasne Singers.
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was the 10th group to sing out of 13 and spent most of the
afternoon in an anxious stite. Akwesasne wiis the only: entry
to have male and females :iing together.: V

By 5 p.m., when Akwesasne went toj lake their turn,/the
spectators were tired and hungry. However,, from the first
beat of the water drum, f set were tapping and Interest was
revived. During their song the singers greet everyone. While
singing, they stand, turn ;nd wave. Everyone came to atten-
tion! By the end of the sev enth song, tlijose Who had listened
showed their appreciate by applauding when the singers
had finished, which is i nusual at, an Iroquois Sing. The
seventh song was very ccntroversial, as it dealt wtth Bingo,
Slots, Gasoline and Cigarettes! ! .••'.•'•'•>••'-•'.'.•' :-•/'•''.

The day ended with a So ;ial that was so huge the Onondaga
Longhouse was packed wjith standing .-room only. The next
Sing, will be in Allegheny in November "87. TheAkwesasne
group gave itself a year to prove* that it is a viable institution.
As a "Singing Society, the m ;mbers are active in the community
and perform specific duti ;s. With guidance from the Chiefs
and Cianmothers, the Group can only.hope to grow. With good
luck, they will be at the Sing again next Spring. '

Since this group of young people wish to be of use to the-
community, please be gem rou« ifthey come to you for advice
or encouragement. It is good that Akwesasne can be proud of
its people.

Teresa Doxtdator-David
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The parents, students and the public got to view the
displays from General Vanier Secondary School at
the Brooktlale Mall. The displays included a language
program, the Indian culture program and the Co-
operative education that is offered at the School. The
display was manned by two students from GVSS and
at night a dancing demonstration was held.

Kawehnohkowanone
Men Resist

Akwesasne Police
"'• Kawejmohkovvanohe (Cornwall Island) residents Dwayne
..Jocko and Lawrence Krancis were arrested by members of the
St. Kegis Akwesasne Police May 4lh as a result of a fight bet-
ween Francis; Jocko and Akvvesasne Officer Louis Mitchell.

'..'According'.10 suurccis Officer Mitchell had attempted to
serve a warrant for the aiM-esl of Jocko at his residence on the
easl eiul of Kawehnohkovvauone. Jocko fled arrest in his car,
racing-through the Island at high speeds before turning into
the driveway of the Francis home, located just easl of the

'Canadian Customs building.
.'".Officer Mitchell persued Jocko but was prevented from ar-
resting him when Jocko began lighting with Mitchell. Francis
opened the door to his home, allowing Jocko to enter: When
Milchell attempted to enter Francis wrestled with him and
prevented (he arrest of Jocko. Mitchell was heard to order
Jocko to slop before he tried lu. run into the Francis home.

Mitchell was not reported to have been injured in the. fights
but he-'dici (-all for-assistance which arrived shortly after. At
lOast four police vehicles were at the scene undue the direction
of Akwesasne Police Chief Pelee Sunday. The officers were
armed and peepaeed to use .force to effect the arrests of Fran-
cisand Jocko.

Chief Sunday negotiated the surrender of both Francis and
Jocko who were facing numerous criminal charges sources
said. .

Phoio: .pictured above are the remains of the Kateri
Statue. Pholo: Staff Photo.

Kateri Statue
Destroyed

Unknown vandals removed the Kateri Tekawitha statute
from the front of the Kateri Center in Tekahswenkarorens
recently, The statue, a gift to the St. Regis Gatholic Church,
was destroyed wtth the parts scattered around Akwfcsasne.
State Police are currently investigating the theft of the KateH
SlfltiiG. . - '
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Traditional Women's Role by Bear Clan Chief;
T o m P o r t e r '•'•••^•.:>^Wf'-<!:^:.-^.

In the traditional Women's Dance, when the men sing, it is to
honor all Mothers. The first verse is sung in the honor .of our
head mother, the Mother Earth. When the second verse starts,
the women join in the dance. The Mother Earth has been
charged with the duties by the Creator to support our lives to
give food, medicines and everything we need to survive. The
Mother "Earth and the human Mothers' responsibility is the
same. They are both charged with a very big responsibility."

There is no such thing in marriage as 50/50 responsibility
between the wife and husband. It is not true. It is more ac-
curate to say thal.it is a 80/20 proposition. The women carry
the burden. They aee the worriers, they .give-encouragement
to people, reprimandees, and they do most of the physical ac-
lions that the family needs, the doctors, everything. That is
why, when a woman has a child, it is she who 'never sleeps.
The least little noise that an iiffant makes, the mother gels up
and goes to check if the baby is all right. The father never
"hears" it. When thai child dirties its diapers', it is usually the
mother who goes to change him. When that child gets his face
soiled the mother knows it and washes him. When that
child shows symptoms of sickness, she becomes concerned
and looks for some kind of medicine and -works to make the
sickness-go away. When that child-shows irregular behavior,
either disrespeclul or disobedience, it is the mother that
begins to reprimand him. When those children start to grow
into young adults,the instructions they receive from their
mother early in their childhood help Ihe children to grow up
to know eight from wrong. WJien a child feels isolated or
shunned, it is the mother who is there to reassure that child
with kindness and encouragement. Every day the..mother

,^,; iks to ,'i'id is in fact teaching that child'how. to become an
a-Jull. No matter "what happens, day or night, your mother will
be there. Hov\ many hours, how ".many days did the mother in-
vest in her child. It is countless. And that kindness and caring
never.stops. Not until that mother is buried in the ground.

No matter what time of the day, it is always mothers who
have food for us. In the cold winter months when the wood
pile gelslow it is our mothers who told us we better fill up the
wood pile. It is the little things that help the children carry on
and learn the things that help them in Ihe adult years. If a son
spends his time to go fishing and is'lucky enough to bring,
home ,a catch of fish, than the Mother should clean and
prepare the fish. This should bring good luck to the fishermen

n

Gail General
Acting-Director For

The St. Regis
Ambulance Unit

Ms. (iail'Gcneral accepted the position of Acting-Director oh
April 2, 1987. She has been a member of the squad since May
15>85. She holds a New York State and Quebec Emergency
Medical Technician certificates. As well as being an Advanced
First Aid-CPR Instructor she hopes io finish her degree in
Business | Administration at Canton A.T.C. and has an
Associates Degree in Liberal Arts.

Gail has lived in Akwesasne since 1979. She moved here with
her sons, Gary and Gregory from the Six Nations Reservation.
Gregory is also a member of the St. Regis Ambulance Unit.

The Ambulance Unit has a staff of 12 full time members,
with 2 part-time who serve as substitutes. The squad.is always
looking for more substitutes. Their requirements include a
valid driver's license and the Advanced First Aid and CPR cer-
tificates. The crew works an eight hour day, seven days
straight including three shifts.

The most important aspect of the new job is the search for
new funding. New fundraising ideas are always welcome and
Gail would be very interested to hear from you if you have
any.

She has noticed an increased public awareness and concern
for safety. The classes for first-aid and CPR always have a high
"enrollment 'and the number of people who inquire about
classes has increased. In fact, there would be more classes ex-
cept for the shortage of time by qualified instructors.

The members of the team are a very dedicated people. They
cannot leave their job behind them when their shift is over. If
they come upon an accident) they are obligated to stop and see
if they can help in any way. If they arrive ahead of the local
emergency team, the technicians cannot hand over the victims
to anyone who is Jess qualified than they are. They are
obligated to help in the best way possible. The community of
Akwesasne1 is very fortunate to have, such fine hardworking
and dedicated technician* working for the people.

and most importantly, encourage the young fishermen to try
again and know that his endeavors are important to the family.
It is the mother who tefls he^ kids, When th* thunder find
lightning comes, "Don't be singing and yelling and running fast
when it comes." If we follow this, then no harm will come to iw
and we will show respect for them. (The Thunderers)*'

The birth of a baby involves a lot of pain and in iiself is a
great miracle. Only the mothers know that. A Mother
(Mohawk) never abandons her children. If she has to walk 500
miles in the snow, snow that is up to your waist, real mothers
will carry their 4 or 5 children, by themselves, and walk all the
way or die with them. There would be no other result. Even
when the children are growing, a mother is stilt a mother and
when her grown children are doing wrong, that mother wlH
reprimand again. She will insist no matter what it takes to cor-
rect it. To the Mohawks, there is no coming of age when you
are 21. She will always demand respect from her children.

A real mother never uses a stranger as a babysitter. She will
not leave her children when they 30^ very young with so-
meone who is not a member of the immediite family. A real
^mother will only leave her children witn spmeonefrom the im-
mediate family, ' . '

With tlie ceremonies of our people, it is,oi»r mother's, who
make sure our children are going. It is pur Mothers who make
sure the right food for the ceremony is packed and taken, (tig
the mother who senses eight away when spirits come around
the house, and knows that a ceremorty must be donei so that
they do not disrupt the family. It is th*3 mothers who choose
the men leaders of the Mohawk Nation. They watch,the*
children as they grow to (heir aduftPyears. They see their
character '-being formed.andTkrvfi^wj at kind of feader )hey
will make, it is ihe Mothers wm* are the Jeaders of the
Medicine Societies. So, the Mother is r4 atly tlie oi'chestrator of
fife on this earth. And so we must rtev> jrdishomM' that which
we call Mother. , -.,.•-.'"., •; : : • ;* v

And so as a final tribute to my MUlwr and to my grand-
mother who has passed on, 1 wouM ây thank you./For the
pain you wenl through-at my-,toii'fh, i s»- telling me what was
right from wrong. Thank you for teac ling me, so that my fob
as a father is easy because of all you h;»ve done for me. Thank
you to my wonderful wife, the motheijpf my children; And to
my Grandma, thank you because withjnit you there would be
nothing.

Revenue Minister
Visits Akwesasne

Canadian Minister of National Revenue Elmer McKay met
with Mohawk delegates here at Akwesasne April 29 at t h e
Kawehnoh Kowanone Fire Station to discuss the border pro-
blems het-e. .,•.'. '• ; - . *'„'.../'.'./f./'""'•'''••..'. •::.-.1 • 'v- '"••

Minister McKay, a member of Prime Minister Mul roney 's
cabinet, described his visit as a "good, educat ional and gratify-
ing experience." ..'•.''"•••.' ••.'••••' - • ' . ' ' , ' • ' > •";'. V "

McKay has as part of his duties control over customs and ex-
cise programs within Canada as well as ministerial respon-
sibility for the border crossing stations. '•.."•'

Mohawk representatives included the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne, St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council, Mohawk Nation
Council and the Mohawk Council of Kahnawake. Observers in-
cluded the Community Economic Action Committeef the tradi-
tional Council of Kahnawake and members of the press from
the U.S., Canada and the Mohawk Nation. '̂ ; • : .

The issues discussed Were: Mohawk sovereignty and
jurisdiction here; free border crossing; possible relocation of
the Canadian Customs building; free trade and the creation of
a Mohawk Border Patrol and funding for the upcoming border
conference scheduled for Akwesasne August 19-21. •

The outcome of the meeting resulted in the participants
agreeing that further meetings were necessaiy as well as
Mckay pledging to return to Akwesasne. ' '.•'''.'.-'•

Photo: Nation Chief Jake Swamp plants Tree of Peace In
Pittsburgh. i«

Tree of
1 • - ' . ' . . " - . • - • , . • • • . . • . - * . , " •

Mohawk Nation Chief Jake Swampiplanted a Tree of Peace
in Plattsburgh, NY. April 24 as part of the Tree of Peace Socie-
ty's effort to encourage world peace efforts. A number of
Akwesasne delegates travelled to Plattsburgh to take part in
the events which included Jerry McDonald, a member «f the
Akwesasne Singers. Abo at the planting was historian Graff
Schaaf, a member of tljie Tree Society from Californw. ^
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