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Bell studied piano, violin and saxophone and majored in
music at Ohio State University. After numerous conducting
jobs in the U.S. including conducting shows on Broadway, Bell
returned to Canada in 1980 to accept the newh/ created post of
apprentice conductor of the Toronto Symphony. He was
highly publicized as the first North American Indian to pursue
a conducting career and he was invited by various Indian
organizations to come to speak to young people on reserves.

On October 8, 1984 a documentary film about him was
shown on CBC-TV, and it was shown again In 1985 and 1986. "I
was living in New York; but I was bombarded with calls and
litters and cards from Canadian native people,.mothers and
kids and college students and organizations and artistic people
saving, We want to do this in the arts, we want to do that.
How can we get funding here? I want to be a pianist. Can you
help start a program? Our children don't have programs or
services. Can you write to the Canada Council ah our behalf?'

John explains the beginnings of the foundation: The idea for
the Canadian Native Arts Foundation (CNAF) took form in
Toronto in the fall of 1985. ! •

Previously, upon my appointment as Apprentice Conductor
ID the Toronto Symphony, it was brought to my attention that
! was-the first North American Indian to pursue a career as a
symphonic conductor. Although I was honoured by this fact, it
shocked and saddened me as well. Why are there not. more
Native, people pursuing careers as professional artists? Certain-
\ Native society is well represented by a'host of talented
painters, sculptors, novelists, poets, dancers, and architects?
l ln.se disciplines appear better represented in every other
ethnic community of Canada's multicultural Society. After
•. siting Indian reserves across the country/I began to under-
hand that a plethora of political, social, economic, cultural,
.iiul demographic factors have contributed toward a lack,of
ii i ins: 1 am referring to discouraging poverty and isolation.On
eniuteh- located reserves there is simply no access to training

importunities in the arts. '-S. '•_•••'.--";
In tli* overall scheme, the arts have always been neglected

,IHI this is especially true for Natives. For the most part,
government initiatives have largely focused on economic
development. Cultural programs are receiving less and less
...n eminent support with further indications of projected cut-
Mi ks in the future. . -, - . . . . . . . . .
In order to understand this lack of artistic development, let

N examine the last thirty years of Canadian perspective.
u lien the Massey report created the Canada Council, Native
participation was excluded. Even though there were talented
visual artist, mainstream arts institutions understood Native
II i work only for its anthropological value. Very few, and only
i i \ recently, have exhibitions of Native-artwork been located
M galleries rather than in museums. Native art was valued as a
method of record Native Heritage and not assessed for its
universal artistic merits, even though a portion .0? this workis .
nil among the most exciting, vital; and visually splendid work
n Canada's entire repertoire. In the 1960's; the Department of
Indian &. Northern Affairs created a "culfuralgrants" program
lor Natives. This was implemented, however, with a focus on
economic and not artistic development. This program, in any
(.isr, has been cancelled, leaving nothing in the field to take its ].
place . • ' • / ' . " : . . - • • . ! ; - " • '

In recent years, the Secretary of State and the Department
• it Indian and Northern Affairs have initiated new strategies to
.nnelinrate Native problems, yet, Natives still suffer from the.
nations highest rate of drug and alcohol abuse, uneniploy-
iiicnt,. family violence, suicide, and the dropout;-.

;i'ale in secon-
laiy schools on Indian reserves is over three times the ria-

i u mat average. Any successful economic or socialdevelopinei]!
program must first be based upon a foundation of.personal.'..
education. This premise is the beginning of all clear thinking if
Native society is to progress alongside the rest of Canadian
- O l ' i e i V . . • ' . -\!:.: ' •-" ; ••''•:.'.','•'•.• :

Ii is my belief thai one must try to reach those who are not
-uceessful in the present educational system by offering traili-
ng in areas for which there is an interest or displayed talent.
Hut who will lead the way'' What should Natives be doing in
11)86, and how does Native culture relate.to quritempqrary

Culture is defined as whatever a group of people are doing at
a given time. More and more Native people aretaking their
places in mainstream society as lawyers, businessmen, :and
politicians. Still, there is wry little evidence of Natives entering
artistic disciplines other than in the visual arts. .1 spoke to
children on reserves and found that many wish to pursue
training in dance, music, theatre, and photography to name'-a-'-.
lew Already, the Canadian Native Arts Foundation has receiv-
ed numerous requests for giants from young people?lo pursue
i raining in a wide variety of artistic endeavors,.'Clearly, the
need for such a program such as the Canadian Native Arts
inundation exists. . . ••••; .'.-

As a Native artist who has been moved by the dreains of
others, it has become my dream to create an arts program
u hich can offer educational opportunities that do not present-
\ exist to,those who have a desire to pursue such training. :
I hat is why I have created the Canadian Native Arts Founda-
iion. its programs will increase overall general development
,md
.nung

I his program is the first ot its kind designed to meet the
needs of Native youth today. The CNAF will provide grants to
assist in training opportunities and resource materials;-We Will
"Her opportunities in all artistic disciplines to all Native people
,u< hiding Metis and Inuit. This comprehension approach is
piactieal and offers direction in solving the special problems
which face Natives today aiicl the many generations of Native
• i r t i s t s v e t t o c o m e . " • ' ' - • • . ' : • ; . • • •"• '•

I he CNAF will provide Natives with a new cultural base:with
»\ hich to free .ourselves-from the confines and limitations that-
have been dictated to us for many generations, and will now
help us to move determinedly forward into forums not yet ex-
plored. The evidence of culture — be it language, law, or art —
works reflectively. This program is a means by .which young
Native artists can communicate their own values and bring
Native identity forward into the mainstream, communicating
Us values to those outside while reflecting back an image of its
own collective identity. Now is the time for Native people to
develop naw resources and prepare ourselves tqroeettne ex-
pectations and challenges of tomorrow. Now is (he lime!

I or more information about the Canadian Native Arts Foun-
dation, write to 27 Indian Grove, Toronto M6R 3Y1 or call

Hosts Are Liable For Guests'
Alcohol Intake

You're giving a party next week and you know your old
friend, Fred, is going to drink a little too much. That's his pro:
blem, right? Wrong. You, as the host, have a responsibility to
see that your guests are sober enough to drive safely before
they leave. '

People have become increasingly aware of the dangers of
alcohol. Bartenders and hosts who serve alcohol can and are
being held responsible for the amount of alcohol they serve to
customers and guests.

The Dram Shop Act puts the responsibility on the person
serving the drinks. Although the Dram Shop Act has been
around for over 50 years, only now, with the new attitudes
towards alcohol's dangers, is the act being frequently enforc-
ed. • • • • • • ' •

The logic is that someone ipust be in control of alcohol con-
sumption, and if a guest has had even one drink, he or she may
no longer be in full control. That means the host has to be in
control. '•

As the host, you can be sued if a guest leaves your party
drunk and is involved in a car accident. The driver can sue,
but so can people injured in tihe-vehicle even if they weren't at
the party. '

Here are some tips to help your guests enjoy themselves
safely.
— Start the party by serving high-protein foods like cheese, .
peanuts, dips and meats. They slow down the rate alcohol is
absorbed into the bloodstream.
.— Provide alternative non-alcoholic drinks and don't pressure
guests to switch to alcoholic beverages.
— Place buckets of ice around the room. People with mixed
drinks may refill with ice more often and cut down on the
number of new drinks they have.
r- Don't make drinking the main party activity.

."—. Measure alcohol and don't make drinks over strong.
— Keep track of how much guests drink. In general, one drink
in an hour (one glass of wine, a beer, or one shot of liquor) is
considered safe, but people react differently to varying
amounts of alcohol.
— An hour before the end of the party, serve less or no alcohol
and provide alternatives such as coffee and doughnuts.

If, despite your precautions, a guest does get drunk don't let
that guest drive. It takes at least three hours for a legally drunk
person (one with a 0.10 percent blood alcohol content) to
sqber.up. And ONLY time can get a drunk person sober — cof-
fee, fresh air, and a cold shower will not do it. Let the person
sleep on the couch; find him or her a ride with another guest:
or call a cab.

Every year 550,000 people "are injured in drunken driving
accidents; 22;000 are killed, Protect your friends. It's not just
courtesy, it's the law.
RESOURCE: Dick Clark, Department of Public Safety, Cornell.'

Indian Leaders Step Up
Efforts To Remove BIA Head
Washington, D.C, 3/31/87 — Amid increasing opposition in

Indian country and in Congress to policy plans of Interior
Assistant Secretary Ross O. Swimmer, Indian leaders have in-

. tensified efforts to remove the banker, lawyer and former
Cherokee chief from his posl as head of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs'(BIA). "He.says he wants to teach us the lessons he
learned as an elected tribal official," said National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) President Reuben A. Snake, Jr., "but
he must have experienced the Reagan syndrome and forgot
everything."

Since going on the BIA payroll in June of .1985, Swimmer has
"sought to silence potential opposition and lo adjust attitudes
and leadership in Indian country through cash and poverty
politics and disinformation'," said NCAI Executive Director
Suzan Shown Harjo. "With an iron fist and ham hand, Mr.
Swimmer has tried to sell Indian property to private bidders
and to disrupt tribal programs, turning Indian policymakers
into crisis managers and presuming to usurp the prerogatives
of Indian governments and Congress in the bargain."

Snake and Harjo applauded the leaders of seven Inland Em-
pire Tribes who walked out on a March 30 meeting in
Spokane, Washington, which was called by the BIA's Portland
area office at Swimmer's'direclion as part of his nationwide at-
tempt to prove to Congress that he has consulted with Indian
leaders on his initiatives. Swimmer ordered the BIA line of-
ficers to call "consultation meetings" on short notice when his
plans .were rebuffed, by ihe House Interior Appropriations
Subcommittee on March 12.

, The seven Indian leaders issued a statement from an
emergency caucus of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest In-
dians (ATNI) after their walk-out, voicing "united opposition to
the Ross 'Swimmer agenda" and citing his "attempt lo restart"
plans to'kirn, over nearly $2 billion in Indian trust monies to a
bank in Pennsylvania, lo turn over the management of Indian-
owned forests-to private companies and to turn over the BIA
schools to slates or third parties.

Dialogue Aims for Unity,
Less Fear

awareness, and will also address the problenis which face ; HT* ^.4- ~.±m ~t rx
ig Natives wishing to become professional artists. I./--'' FrOteCtlllg Ulir

Tribal Tax
On Tuesday March 17th the Comanche Tribe and its Tax

Commission officially started taxing cigarettes wfch a tribaltax
stamp on every pack sold. . ".

This action comes as other tribes in the.state have had their
smoke shops raided and closed by the Oklahoma Tax ComrmV
sion.

This is a visible exercise of sovereign authority to regulate
tobacco," said Bill Harris — Comanche Tax Commission.

There will be a .05 tax on all packs and a $1.00 tax on all car-
tons. • . . .'•' •• •";'•'' . -••• .•'•'•-..•
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5th Annual National American Indian Conference on Child Abuse
and Neglect

SPONSORED BY: American Indian Institute at the University of
Oklahoma Norman, Oklahoma Anita Chisholm, Director and
Conference Coordinator
DATES: May 3-6, 1H87
TIMES: Sunday, May 3
.Registration; 1:00 to 9:00 p.m., Foyer, Michigan Room
Reception: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Neville Public Museum,
-transportation provided.by Oneida Tribe, hosts of the recep-
tion, from the Green. Bay/Oneitla Rodevvay Inn to the. Museum.
Monday, May 4

''...Registration: 8:00 to 10:00:a.m., Reception Area, Auditorium
Exhibit/Display Set-Up 8:00 to 10:00 a.m., Reception Area,
Great .'Lakes Complex
Conference Begins: 10:00 a.m., Great Lakes Complex
Conference Adjourns: Wednesday, Mav 6, noon.
LOCATION: Green Bay/Oneida Rodeway Inn
2040 Airport Drive
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303
Toll Free Reservations
1-800-228-2000

The fifth-annual Nation American Indian Conference on
Child Abuse and Neglect — "Protecting Our Children" — will

; be held in Green Bay, Wisconsin, May.3-6, 1987. This con-
ference represents a unique opportunity for you to join with
Indian people from -many tribes across the United States and
the First Nations of Canada to focus minds, hearts and atten-
tion on the problem of child abuse and neglect from an
American Indian perspective.

Although much attention has been directed toward the issue
of child abuse and neglect in recent years, we must not allow
ourselves to become passive or to begin thinking that the job is

, done. While the efforts regarding the prevention of child
abuse and neglect and the promotion of healthy family en-
vironments have been great, today's social trends require still
further effort on the part of each of us. Our Indian families,
our tribes, our First Nations and our Indian communities
MUST increase awareness among families and individuals of
the need for child abuse and neglect prevention programs and
assistance for families in stress.

Reservation, off-reservation and urban Indian programs
responsible for protecting children and assisting families in
stress have an imperative responsibility to find the best and
most appropriate solutions to problems affecting contem-

Eorary Indian families. We believe these solutions should
lend with traditional values and concepts related to extended

families and helping relationships within Indian communities.
It is up to us and oUr tribes and First Nations to seize this mo-
ment to prevent further child abuse and neglect among Indian
families and to promote health family practices within our
own culture. ' . •

I By Lakshmi Gill
FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. — "In our own country, we are wat-

ched like fugitives," Elder Celena John told a three-day gather-
ing of about 80 people at Camp Morice, near Fort St. James.
'The women in my reserve set nets out at night; in the morn-
ing the nets are gone, removed by the game warden."

John, 75, addressed the dialogue held March 13-15 and spon-
sored by Development and Peace under the initiative of Bishop
Hubert O'Connor of Prince George. O'Connor, supported by
Our Lady of the Snows Parish at Fort St. James, invited the
Carrier-Sekani Tribal Council to speak on their issues and con-
cerns.

The aim: "Through a deeper understanding of the aspira-
tions of the Indian people we hope a new unity may result and
fears may be overcome."

Tribal Chief Edward John, a councilor elected by the 13
chiefs of the Yinka Dene Nation, stressed the importance of
dispelling fears in this interchange of understanding. "People
become afraid of us when we speak of land claims. Yet we are
only five per cent of the population, with no military hard-
ware. The land is so huge, the resources are abundant.

"By land claims we do not mean to take away, but to share.
We shared so much (with the first white settlers) that we lost
everything to the government. .

"There's no understanding of our attachment to our land,
our language. When we were given this land by our Creator,
we were given the responsibility.

We've left our marks along Stewart Lake...Everywhere you
can see the pictures of our people on the rocks, on the ground,
marks which signify our ancestry; 4,000 years and back —
that's ho-v long we've been here on this land and how we have
survived." ' •

Tribal Chief Ed John reminded the audience that the B.C. In-
dians have had no historical treaties, only government pro-
grams. "We woke up one morning," said a woman in On Native
Land, "and saw a 'No '•-.
Trespassing' sign on our land."

Chief Alex Thomas of the Tlazten People said he hopes that
"history is going to be re-written from the Indian point of
view." "Several elders emphasized that their ancestors were
land and wildlife conservationists who worked with the
seasons, with their own natural calendar,

And Dr. Douglas Hudson, an anthropologist from Fraser
Valley College in Abbotsford, noted that the Carrier had
precise and scientific terms for their fish, and "information
about them had been given 100 years ago and just re-invenled
by the Fisheries Department now."

They believe not only that they have the right to land and its
resources and to self-government of that land and their peo-
ple, but that they have always known how to ' govern
themselves until the Indian Acts dehumanized them.

The plea for understanding and respect was s.ounded in the.
beginning of the dialogue by a pipe ceremony, an honor song
and a friendship dance.
Source: Prairie Messenger — Vol. 64 "37. .

Chilean Indians Appeal to
Pope

MEXICO CITY (NC) — An organization representing exiled
Chilean Indians has writtenPope John Paul II asking for "a sign
of relief and a message of hope" during his April 1-6 visit to
Chile. According to the letter, signed by Reynaido I. Mariqueo
for the Mapuehe Committee Abroad, the Mapuche Indians
have been the target of human rights abuses, and many of the
Iiulians have been forced into exile. The letter appeared
recently in the Mexico City newspaper Unomasuno. The Pope
is scheduled to meet with Mapuche Indians April 5 in Temuco,
Chile. . . ..

Super Push for a
Supercollider

Site selection begins for the world's biggest accelerator
The underground ,tunnei will form a giant ring 53 miles in

circumference. Streams of subatomic particles travelling at
1 nearly the speed of light will be held on course by huge elec-
tromagnets. When one stream of high-speed protons smashes
into another stream moving in the opposite direction, the
force of the collision will create a host of short-lived particles
not seen since the first moments after the Big Bang gave birth
to the universe. Physicists are hyping that the appearance of
exotic new particles — higgs bosons, squarks and sleptons —
will open new vistas of inner space for scientists to study.

At a cost of $4.4 billion, the tunnel would be the priciest
scientific instrument ever built. Is it worth it? The answer —
from the array of Governors, particle physicists, academicians
and university officials lining up for congressional hearings
this week to speak in favor of the appropriation of a $36
million down payment for the super-conducting supercollider
— is yes, yes, 4.4 billion times yes. .

Long a dream of the American particle-physics community,
an accelerator the size of the proposed SSC would be 20 times
as powerful as any now existing. It would dwarf the major U.S.
accelerators — Fermilab in Batavia, III., and another at Stan-
ford University — and would surpass even Europe's CERN col-
lider, near Geneva. Formally endorsed by Ronald Reagan last
January, the project is what Energy Secretary John Herr-
ington calls a "momentous leap forward" in the exploration of
matter and energy.

To states vying for the collider, the project means more than
just a giant subterranean circle with a few buildings topside.
After creating jobs at the outset for 4,500 construction
workers, the SSC will attract a work force of 2,500 scientists,
engineers and technicians, and provide a lure for federal and
private research dollars. Says Syracuse University Particle
Physicist Marvin Goldberg: "It's hard to think of a classier pro-
ject." • . ' • • - .

The official site-selection process began last week, when the
Energy Department issued invitations for proposals. But more
than a dozen states had jumped the gun. So far Illinois has
spent $4.5 million in developing its proposal for siting the SSC
near Fermilab, and California has picked its spot, near
Stockton. South Dakota has appropriated $900,000 to land the
accelerator. Texas is promoting ten different sites for the tun-
nel and considering a $1 billion bond issue. Says Texas Gover-
nor Bill Clements of the SSC: "It could be bigger than. NASA."
Particle-physics fans are cropping up in the most unlikely
places. In Malone, N.Y., a small town near the Canadian
border, 800 people turned out to hear physicists lecture
about the project.

The list of serious contenders may be quickly pared by the
SSC's requirements: 16,000 acres of donated land, a flow of
between 500 to 2,200 gallons of water a minute and up to 250
megawatts of power, as well as accessibility to a major airport,
so the world's scientists can fly in and out. According to Scien-
tific American, the front runners in the accelerator SSC race
appear to be Illinois, California, Texas, Washington, Colorado,
Ohio and Utah.

The big bucks for the SSC's little bang still need federal
authorization, and there are some doubts in Congress about its
affordability. A number of scientists too are wary of spending
so much money on a single project. Yet by the Aug. 3 deadline,
more than 30 states are expected to submit proposals. The
winner will be selected on Jan. 19, 1989, the Reagan Ad-
ministration's last full day in office. So far, it seems, the mere
idea of the SSC has the power of a thousand suns.

By John S. DeMott.
Reported by J. Madeleine Nash/Chicago

Bingo Lawyer Urges
Sovereign Actions by Tribes
ITHACA, NY (IPN) — American Indian Tribes, no matter the

size of their membership, have extensive sovereign power
under US law, and [should exercise them, according to the
lawyer who successfully argued the Supreme Court positive
decision on Indian Bingo last month.. r :

Phoenix attorney Glen Feldman spoke at Cornell University's
Law School April 9. He is the attorney who fought the state of
California to the US Supreme Court on behalf of the Cabazon
and Morongo, two small bands of California Mission Indians.

The high court ruled on behalf of the tribe's right to run
bingo and other gaming activities outside of regulation by the
state. The Cabazon Bind of Mission Indians, small and virtually
resourcetess — 25 enrolled members, 17 adults — "literally
brought the state of California to its legal knees," Feldman said.

The size of the tribe has nothing to do with the exercise of
tribal sovereignty, according to Feldman. California tried to br-
ing it up in the bingo case, but "the Supreme Court never even
looked at that issue., they were absolutely unconcerned that
this was a small tribe." •

There is nothing inherent in the size of the tribe that affects
its sovereignty, Feldman said, "it is the willingness and its
determination to use the powers at its disposal Indian tribes
must act like a government to be treated Uke a government/'
the attorney said. But, too many tribal councils are "afraid" to
exercise the powers that they've got.

Some of the reasons, according to the Feldman, are fear of
. the unknown, lack of familiarity with the "how to" exercising
these rights, lack of financial resources, "it is very expensive to
operate governmental function*" In recent years, the federal
monies have been drying up, "the BIA spigot has been turned

. o f f , " - • • . - • • . • ; • . . • • . . : - : - . . - • • ' • > • . • • . :

the importance of the "Bingo case," as the Cabazon litigation
has become known, is that "it opens the door to the use of
bingo revenues to set tribes on a more equal footing."

In going to gambling as a source of revenue, Feldman said,
the tribes are no different from states, of which 48 have in-
stituted lotteries in the last 12 years. "We see legal numbers
games, horse racing, Jai-Alai," he; saiq.

Supported by lower court decisions and not bound by state
law limitations, upwards of 100 tribes around the country
have put up bingo and other gan ing enterprises. Twice
before, in 1981 and 1983, the Supreme Court refused to take
cases on Indian gambling.

It was a case of simple issues, decided on a motion for sum-
mary judgement, according to Feldmin. •

California argued that: 1. Congress statutorily authorizes
states to exercise jurisdiction on reser nations. It cited the pass-
ing of Public Law 83-280 •— which grants some 6 states, in-
cluding California, some measure of civil and criminal jurisdic-
tion in Indian country. California alse challenged a 1976 high

. court case'Tiolding that the state of 1 Minnesota could not tax
reservation property under that act, California argued that
state jurisdictional powers are far broader than that inter-
preted in the Minnesota case, (Bryan v, Atasca County). The
state said lower courts had incorrectly distinguished civil
regulatory laws from criminal prohiMtory laws, which was
the basis for several lower court bing o decisions favorable to

• t r i b e s . " • • ' • . . . • . . . - • • . . ' • ' ' ; , • • ; . ; • • ' . • ' . . • . • . •

The Supreme Court rejected the arguments, strongly reaf-
firmed the Bryan decision, and noted 1 lat PL280 is not abroad
grant of civil jurisdiction. The state Jingo laws in question,
which California claimed should be ei iforceable, were judged
not criminal but civil laws — not covired by PL83-280.

Also, the high court noted that California public policy, with
"its 6wn state lottery" ($9 million per day) and horse-racing ($2
billion per year), as well as off-track t etting, poker and other
games, made the California argument hat its public policy op-
poses this type of gambling ring hollo w.

One argument accepted by the high i :ourt, on the right of In-
dian tribes to seek revenues; appeared to "put into an early
grave" an earlier case, (Rice v. Rehne 1983), On liquor sales,
which had "suggested that the extent that a tribe's sovereign
authority was dependent on the tradition of exercising that
governmental authority, and that if t le tribes had not tradi-
tionally engaged in an activity that the state would have a
greater ability to exercise the jurisdiction over it."

The frightening concept here, said F Mdrnan> is that taken to
a logical degree, any "modern-type" activity, including en-
vironmental regulation, zoning, the issuance of license plates,
etc., which are not "traditional governmental functions" might
then be seen as non-sovereign aclivitu s.

"Fortunately, I think we were able to dissuade the court
from that position, and its response in the case does not deal
directly with whether bingo is a ti-aditi mal activity, but allows
that the raising of revenues is a most common governmental
function and in that sense what the tr|l «s are doing is an exer-
cise of-their sovereign powers.'1

the state argument that, the Federa Organized Crime Con-
trol Act — gives the state authority t t> the reservations was
also rejected by the high court, "whici noted that there is no
proof of organized crime at the reservations in question and
the argument, admittedly, posed only a hypothetical threat,
with no substance. An earlier decision ijn the 9th Circuit Cour-
lof Appeals also noted that there is rio particular threat of
organized crime in the Indian bingo enterprises.
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Happy Birthday to Nancy Leaf on
mier on April 30, 1907 and Louis
1915, who are currently residents
Home for the Aged.

April 6, Angus Delor-
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