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AMBULANCE
A.E.T .., 358-2117
St. Regis Rescue .575-2161

FIRE
H.V.P.D ..(518)483-1211

POLICE
St. Regis Police 575-2CC0
N.Y. State Troopers . (518) 483-5000

St. Regis Police Repprt for

.Assault • . • " , • • . , / • • " . • • • , • • • • • • • • • . . . ( . - • ' . • , ' • = • •

On March 26, 1987 at 11:12 hours, Police were called to an
assault complaint on Cornwall Island. Angela Sawatis, 19, of
Cornwall Island was charged with assault and will appear in
Reserve Court at a later date. / : :

Break Enter and Theft •
On March 28, 1987, the residence of Isabel McDonald of Snye
was broken into and money, candy and 'tobacco products
were stolen. Investigation led to 3 youthful offenders being
charged for this incident: They will appear in Valleyfield Youth
C o u r t . • ' • ' - ' . • : " _ • • • . • • • • ' . ; • , " ' • ' ' - '."••• .• .' '

Break Enter and Theft ' " >
On March 4, 1987 at 8:45 p.m., Police were 'summoned to in-
vestigate a Break Enter and Theft at the res! of Gail McDonald
of McDonald Rd. in Snye. Stolen from her res, was a coloured
T.V. Anyone having any information should notify police im-
mediately about this theft. Investigation continuing, s

On March l, 1987 a call was received that the residence, of
John Hart was on fire. Upon Police arrival at the res;, flames
were spotted in the kitchen. Angus and Patrick Jacobs assisted
police in getting into the res. to put out thei fire before it got
completely out of control. Angus arid Patrick are to be highly
commended for their quick actions and assistance to police in
this emergent incident. Had it not been for their prompt reac-
tions the home may have been completely destroyed;
Citations . ,- '"
05 March 1987 — 4:25 p.m. Wayne Delormier was cited with
several traffic violatons following a routine check on his vehi-
cle by police. •;; •'-.•'..'.:• •
07 March 1987 — 4:45 p.m. Roger D. Benedict, 22, of Cornwall
Island, was charged and will appear in .Reserve Court to
answer to several charges following an accident in Snye, Que.
07 March 1987 — 3:30 a.m. Dennis George, 34, of Cornwall
Island, was ticketed for Careless Driving following aivaceident
at the Canada Customs. ,-; . -
07 March 1987 — 5:00 a.m. Raymond Lazore, 33/of BR*1, St.
Regis, was issued several tickets following"k check'tin Lazores
v e h i c l e . ' ' . ' ' • ' " ' ..•.- •. : -'. ':'•-'' •-. ;

14 March 1987 — 4:45 p.m. Joseph Back, 25, of River Rd.
Hogansburg, N.Yi was charged with a traffic-violation, follow-
ing Police investigation of a 2 car accident in Snye.
17 March 1987 — 3:46 p.m. Lawrence Swamp, 40, of
Hoganshurg, N.Y., was ticketed for failure to stop at a stop sign
on Cornwall Island. :'..• • . :

 s'"'..
19 March 1987 — 6:45 p.m. James Seymour, Rooseveltuwn,
N.Y., was cited with a traffic violation following a 2 tiar acci-
dent on Cornwall Island. . ^
21 March 1987 — Henry J. Arquette was charged with several
traffic violations fallowing pursuit by Police of a stolen Motor
Vehicle being operated by Arquette. •:•• .V j
21 March 1987 — 10:55 p.m. ThoniasP, Johnson, 18, of St.
Regis, was stopped and given traffic citations'following a
routine check of his Vehicle in the village of St. Regis.
23 March 1987 — 3:30 p.m. Leslie Leaf, 23, of Cornwall Island
received several citations after being-stopped by Police; for
having no plates attached. , •<'.•• -.- -.
23 March 1987 — Kyle Oakes, 16, of Snye, yVas cited for having
no driver's license while operating a motorcycle ona public
road in Snye. . • •.'•'•-..: ••'• . :

24 March 1987 — Richard J. Martin, 16, of Cornwall Island wan
charged with traffic violations after being'stopped by police
for having no plates attached on vehicle.
26 March 1987 — 8:55 p.m. Darcy Day, 16, of Cornwall Island
was cited with several traffic violations on Cornwall Island
after he failed to stop for police. .
26 March 1987 — 6:25 p.m. Roger D. Lazdrei 24, of Snye was
cited with a traffic violation after lie failed to signal for a turn
in Snye. . . '..;•'•-..:•• •. • ' .
27 March 1987 — 11:15 p:m. David W. Lazpre, 15, of RR^l^t.
Regis received several traffic violations following a routine
check bv police. . ''
27 March 1987 — Roger D. Benedict, 22, of Cornwall Island
was cited with several traffic tickets following pursuit by
police. • • : . . ' •..'.'"•".-.•. •.--••' . .

Adirondack singer Poncho at the Albany Concert for
Akwesasne Notes, April 11. photo: Tina Sunday

Mohawk Nation Chief Jake Swamp welcomes the au-
dience to the Albany Concert for Akwesasne .Notes.

Photo: Tina Sunday
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The Akwesasne leaders expressed concern over the chase
because it occurred at a lime when the local schools were
dismissing students and there! wen; many voung people on I he
roads. All three councils .agreed that soinetihing had to be
done to stop such incidents .from happening again. They
discussed what type of punishment woukl.be appropriate with
ideas, ranging from'sentencing the offender to perform SOUK?
iype of community service; to having the person subject to
public humiliation by printing both name and picture! in the
local newspaper here.

The troopers were supportive of a plan to create an
Akwesasne judicial system composed of police and courts with
jurisdiction over ail the community to prevent criminal
suspects from racing across the international border to escape
arrest, as happened April 7.

The police were also concerned about the weekend gather-
ings of people at the four corners area in Tekahswenkarorens.
They knew that drug and alcohol use was occurring at thai
lime but did not want to provoke a possible fight by making ar-
rests. A number of ideas were also extended on how to keep
the crowds from the -corner but it was agreed that no matter
what was done the same people would find another place to
meet.

The leaders agreed to try to educate the young people; about
the risks tiioy encounter when they drink, use drugs and

•drive:-Tribal Chief-Brenda Lai-Vance and Nation Chief Jake
'Swamp agreed to be available during the-weekends te) act as
moderators if the troopers needed assistance.

The leaders formed a committee to begiivwork in Irving In
prevent repeats of the April 7 chase and to instruct the youth
about their social responsibilities as well as to contact*'local
judges about having Akwesasne offenders sentenced le> com-
munity service instead of jail.

• • » » • - • - « • » - « • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • - * » • - •

at Truckstop

Convenience Store, groceries
I : 7 to 11 P.M., DAILY.

SIDS: A Leading Cause of
Death Among Native

American Infants
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or SIDS — also called "crib

death," sudden unexplained death," and "sudden death in in-
fancy," — is the leading cause of death in the United States for
infants between 1 and 12 months of age, according to a fact
sheet printed by the National SIDS Clearinghouse. In addition,
studies indicate that Native American infants are at higher risk
for SIDS than infants in the general population.1

Although significant research data has been accumulated,
and certain previously suspected factors — such as suffocation
— have been eliminated, the cause or causes of SIDS remain
unknown. " .

A study by the National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development reported the following preliminary findings
which may eventually help to explain the higher incidence of
SIDS which appears to exist within the Native American
population.
•The highest rate of SIDS was found among infants born to
women less than 20 years of age; the older the mother, the
lower the risk of sudden infant death for her baby.1

•A higher rate of SIDS was observed among infants of
mothers who receive no prenatal care.
•An increased SIDS incidence existed in families of low socio-
economic status but in the majority of cases the SIDS baby was
reported to be well nourished, well developed arid in good
health before death.

A study currently being conducted by the American SIDS .In-
stitute in Portland, Oregon, is looking at several of the above
factors (maternal age and socio-economic status) to see if they
can be correlated to the high SIDS incidence among Native
Americans. "If such a correlation can be identified, it will pro-
vide a basis for developing an intervention and prevention
strategy," says Dr. Philip Spiers, Head Researcher for the
study.3

For SIDS information, publications, and referral services,
contact the National Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Clear-
inghouse, 8201 Greensboro Drive *600, McLean; VA 22102.
Telephone: (703) 821-8955. For information on the current
Portland study, contact: Dr. Philip Spiers, American SIDS In-
stitute, 1425 Southwest 20th, Portland, OR 97201. Telephone;
(503) 228-9121.
1 Among the general population, SIDS accounts for approx-
imately 7,000 deaths each year in the United States, taking
about two lives for every 1,000 live births. Dr. Philip Spiers of
the American SIDS Institute says: "Although SIDS rates for,
American Indians appear to vary by geographic area, a conclu-
sion can be drawn — by putting the results of all existing
studies together — that SIDS rates are at least four times
higher for the general Native American population than.for
the general U.S. population."
2 An April 1986 Indian Health Care report (US Congress, Office
of Technology Assessment, OTA-H-290, Washington DC, US
Government Printing Office) states that "about one-quarter of
Indian infants are born to females 19 years or younger, com-
pared to a rate of about 15: percent of births to US all races
teenage females."
3 This study is funded by the Federal Bureau of Health Care
Delivery and Assistance and the Indian Health Service. A
report of the study's findings is expected in September 1987.

"Ma Wen Kowa"
Ross &. Madeline David and family want to say "nia wen

kowa" to all the friends & relatives who have generously
donated their time, contributions of monuy &. gifts to us after
our house fire.

It was encouraging to have so many people rally together
and come to our aid. You kindness will nqt be soon forgotten.

The following is a list of businesses who donated to make the
Benefit Dance a success.

Cashway
Pete Martin
Romeo's
Dinah David
Island Pizza

Menards
Emards
Jamesway
Radio Shack
Travelling College
Jock's
Fredericks Roller Arena
Mr. & Mrs. Roundpoint
Akwesasne Freedom School
P & C
North Country Sports
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman David

American Legion
Jim's Liquor
Mr. T's
St. Regis Recreation Comm.
Ames
A-l T.V.

nia wen kowa

O.P.P. New^indings About
Drinking and Driving

in Ontario
A second Ontario Provincial Police survey of impaired

drivers reveals disturbing new information about drinking
and driving on Ontario roadways:

"We are concerned-.about the degree of intoxication of im-
pai red drivers in Ontario," said Ontario Provincial Police Com-
missioner Archie Ferguson. "Our officers find the average im-
paired driver has consumed the equivalent of eight bottles of
beer. Compare this to the legal limit of intoxication which the
average person reaches after three or four bottlesj)f beer and
it's apparent that the drinking driver is a deadly risk to himself
and others on our provincial highways," he added. •

A second unexpected finding revealed that upwards of one-
third of intoxicated drivers are repeat offenders.

"Some drivers don't seem to learn that drinking and driving
is a serious offence with deadly conequences which will not be
tolerated in this province," said Ferguson.

This survey,.the second of three O.P.P. surveys, was con-
ducted July 25 to August 4, 1986. Information for the first
survey was taken December 20, 1985 to January 2, 1986.

THe results o|f this survey support the findings of the earlier
survjey which developed the following profile of a typical im-
paired driver: • ; . " ' .

Single, employed, male and under the age of 30 (25 percent
of the survey total). Generally, this person consumed about
eight bottles of beer on average at a licensed premise or a
friend's residence and drove his car a short distance prior to
apprehension (a distance that was usually within 5 kilometers
of his home). . ' , ' . '
Other Observations:
A) Party hosts continue to let their guests drive away from
their homes in a drunken condition. Younger hosts are the
least likeiy to insure their guests are in a fit condition to drive;
B) The survey indicated that Northern Ontario has a rate of
impaired driving three times^hat of southern Ontario;

A comparison of the two surveys also shows that intoxicated
drivers were impaired to the same degree, regardless of the
season. ' . ' . . . - :

'This tells us that while intensive enforcement programs
such as R.I.D.E. can cut down on the overall number of im-
paired drivers, it has no effect on the degree of impairment,"
said Ferguson.

The results of the two surveys are having an effect oh how
the O.P.P. enforces drinking and driving laws across Ontario.
The O.P.P. feels having a better concept of who to look for will
allow officers to apprehend more drinking drivers.

The results of-a third survey conducted during the last
Christmas holiday season should be available by May.

'1 believe that we are the first police department to conduct
this type of scientific study in-house," said Ferguson. ^

"We put a great deal of trust in our findings because of the
accuracy of our data. We surveyed all the drivers who were
charged with impaired driving rather than taking a smaller
representative number. In total approximately 1,200 unpaired
drivers were surveyed," he added.

Response to Laurence
Hauptman Article

•'•••••'• "Circle t h e W a g o n s " " '
^ | K

EDITORS NOTE: The fottowmstrtkkwutmMbmitted by Howard
Rowley, an arbitrator who ts poMMtfr active in serving as .a
mediator in the land claims between AJwmaaan» and New York
State. It is in response to an artkk printed in Akwesasne Notes,
Vol. 19 *1. We thank Mr. Rowley for hi* submission.

I am worried that some native Americana who live in Net**
York State might be distressed by an article in a recent issue of
Akwesasne Notes. •'.'•.•-." : :'•••'•.'.'

In the article, author Laurence Hauptman flails at the Cuomo
Administration's record on Indian Affairs. He accuses the
governor of "Circling the Wagons" in dealing with difficult In*
dian matters. He suggests mat Gov. Cuomo is cutting off
dialogue with Indians. - : \ -:..;/" •••*•••-.'••":"-:.

My observation of the governor's approach is quite dif-
ferent. I have served Gov. Cuomo in several New York Indian
land claim matters. Far from "circling the wagons," Gov.
Cuomo's actual style is to reach out to the Indian nations in
New York State, and offer a place at the family table. Yet I have
always had the feeling that he knows solutions to their pro-
blems are full of pitfalls and emotion.

A major pitfall is always jurisdiction. One of my biggest pro-
blems in reaching acceptable compromises in Indian land cases
is that the state doesnt have the exclusive legal power to
govern relations with Indian tribes and nations. That power
belongs to Congress. This is a point often overlooked by those
who criticize the state for not "solving" Indian land Claims. The
Cayuga Indian understand this all too well.

In 1977, New York State entered into negotiations with the
Cayugas on their land claims. After tortuous negotiation, both
sides reached a comprehensive settlement agreement. All it
needed was Congressional approval. The local congressman
had endorsed the plan, so everything seemed in order. '
However, the congressman later reversed his earlier endorse-
ment and spoke out against the settlement. That stalled the
agreement until 1983. By then, reappointment had given the
area a new congressman. A settlement in principle Was reach-
ed. Unfortunately, final action on this agreement with the
Cayugas has been delayed again This time, it's because the
Reagan Administration is reluctant to commit adequate
resources to it. .

It wasn't the state that stonewalled the Cayuga land claims, if
anything, the state was a force in pushing the resumption of
negotiations. This was also true in the St. Regis.Mohawk land
claim case. Discussions in that case ceased in 1980, after three
years, because of internal difficulties in the St. Regis tribal
government.' Preliminary talks resumed in 1985, and formal
negotiations started again earlier this year.

There is also a great deal of confusion and inaccurate repor-
ting regarding land lease discussions betwee v the City of
Salamanca and the Seneca Nation. The Senecas hold title to
much of the property in Salamanca, and the city leases it from
them in agreement that expires in 1991. Mr, Hauptman is not
the only writer to report that if non settlement is reached by
1991 on a new agreement, the property will revert to the
Senecas. This is simply not true. The act of Congress which
authorized the leases calls for the city to retain possession of
the property even aften the lease expires, If a new agreement
can't be reached between the city and the Senecas, the matter
goes to binding arbitral ion. .;. ; • .

At a Congressional hearing, it was the state which called on
both parties to develop anew lease. The, state asked only that

. the new agreement give the Senecas a fair return on their
resource, and be affordable to the citizens of Salamanca. As a
mediator, I can'tell you that is easier said than done. But it is
important tha the state says publicly that we should try.

Some state representatives quoted by Mr. Hauptman con-
clude that this approach demonstrated that there is no "Indian
policy" in Albany. My experience has been that this is true —
there is no single policy; the state has assured all parties that
each claim will be considered on its own merits. Anything less
would be patronizing to the people effected by the claims. This
approach has been endorsed by Indian leaders'and provides
mediators like myself the flexibility to find solutions.

These cases demonstrate to me that the Cuomo administra-
tion has a record of keeping the talks going.when other forces

s 'threaten) to shut them down.
I have personally seen the dedication of top-level persons in

. the Cuomo Administration who work tirelessly and sometimes
thanklessly for fairness in Indian matters. As a land case
mediator, I have quick access to Evan Davis, the governor's
counsel, and to Dr. Henrik Dullea, the director of state opera-
tions. I have observed Roderick Chu, the commissioner of taxa-
tion arid finance, work with Indian leaders on a state tax policy
that recognizes Indian sovereignty while upholding the integri-
ty of the tax system. I have seen Henry Williams, the commis-
sioner of environmental conservation, work at Akwesasne to
combat pollution of Indian land. I have listened to the open
dialogue regarding the protection of Indian burial sites.
Without exception, the governor's staff reflects his dedication
to treat alt issues between the state and Indians with the sen-
sitivity that history and a committment to justice demands.

Finally, I am also aware of plans to create a unit directly in
the governor's office to deal with Indian matters. It does not
seem to me that Gov. Cuomo is circling the wagons. If
anything, he seems to be running these tired slogans out of
t o w n . . - . ' • ' - ; : ;"• " ' • • ' • • ' • • • ' . ' ' ' • ' . ' - • ' • - ' ' •- ''.'•' '• '

Urban Indian SEDS PORUM
• ; • - ; • • • : : • • • . , s l a t e d '

Urban Indian leaders and organizational representatives
have organized and announced a two (2) day Forum on cur-
rent urban Indian issues. Sponsored by the ANJ\., Inc. (Ad-
vanced Native Americans), this-leadership: Forum is designed
to deal with the real problems facing todays community
leaders as they try to promote the social and economic self-
sufficiency of their respective Indian communities. •
. Professional and expert facilitators, support from the private
sector, and governmental policy analysts will serve as con-
sultants and principal advisors to the attending leadership.
Forum topics are to include public relations, urban Indian pro-
ject funding, economic development, downfalls of federal pro-
grams, governmental policies/networking, advocacy, and cur-
rent events &. issues. '"•:' '••• V

The Forum is scheduled for May 31 and June 1, 1987 at the
Radisson Inn, Orlando, Florida — 1-800-752-0003. Registration
for the Forum is $65.00 per person. For further information
contact Dolly Brudevold at 1-800-843-9409

Nature's Food
Food & Clothing

Natural Foods Available
•. •'•- • '" Variety of:

Juices-Dry Goods-Cheeses-
Munchies-Vitamins-Nuts-Cereals

Located on State Road
• ; •.. • '. a t t h e M a r t i n ' s . •-;'.;/-./

Hours: 9 a4n. tQ 5 p.m.
Ribbon Shirts-Ribbon Dresses
•. • • .-'_'. '• M a d e t o O r d e i v •{'.: •'', f:^

Call E l i zabeth P e r k i n s : 35a -90»7


