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INDIAN tlKlE
...Networking Iroquois Communities
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people
and eventually all Iroquois communities.
Our editorial policy is this: / : ,
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and information
from all sides and view points to properly represent all people
of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with the facts/
nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment on community issues, as long as
these articles are not inflammatory, or hateful. If someone in-
sists on putting their foot in their mouth, we may help them by
printing their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN TIME as a
community service. We can disagree on principle and agree to
disagree in general, but we have to live together and we face
the same problems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possible entertain you, and help your group or family, and to
pay respect to community people. '•'.!.

Niaweri>kowa!

PRINTED AT: y ; •
Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontario • . / ''.'•'•,:• .*•

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9535 or 358-9531 ; •
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Akwesasne :;

Editorial

* * * * * ************** ADVERTISING
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES TO REACH
THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT ARE
BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE
IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES. j / •

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the follow-
ing outlets—LOOK FOR IT!
Wil-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island , .
Dave's Cafe — Cornwall Island J,
Hammills Store — Rooseveltown ::

 : •••''. .:{.'
Akwesasne Museum — Library/Cultural Center :
Senior Citizens Center — Community Bldg. Complex , :
Harry's Market — Hogansburg ,
Buckshots — St. Regis Village
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye ' •
Fish's IGA — Fort Covington ' ^
Farquhar's Hardware — Fort Covington . .
Country Corner Store — State Road *: /
Ista's —Hogansburg ;̂  ; . ; \
Mini Mart — Cornwall Island '. •
Tribal Council -- Community Building . . /.
NAITC — Cornwall Island X :.
Cook's Gas Bar — State Road - . " '
Tickets — St. Regis Village ' ; .: . L

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne — St. Regis Village . J
Mr. T's — Hogansburg ,.'.;•''
Medical Building — Akwesasne ; V '
Dvan &, Lawrence's Smoke Shop — State Rd.
CANT FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call us
and we can route our carriers to your location. Or if you know
of other outlets who would be willing to sell pur paper, their
names or numbers would be appreciated, Call 358-9531 or
358-9535. • ' "•'.•'.: •'• '-^',--.\;\\V'-"

* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE*
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for Indian
Time have increased as follows: : ' -" " ' - ' , . ; . . .
U.S.A. S33.00/year /••- . . : . : . ' . : •
Canada $40.00/year
Subscription for a 3 or 6 month term are negotiable. A gift
subscription is a great way to keep your relatives that live
away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at home.
Don't miss an issue! Subscribe NOW! - - :
Send vour check or money order to: > ; '
INDIA'N T IME :-. •'•':'••• : : :
P.O. Box 196 . y : .
Mohawk Nation . ; ;; . •
via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196 .

DEADLINE D^TE
Deadline Date foT^submission of news, articles, notices, an-

nouncements, ads, etc. for the nej|cl issue of Indian Time is FRI-
DAY, Mav 1, 1987 at 12 NOON.
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Getting Serious About Land
Claims and Tri-Council

Many of us here at Akwesasne have been watching the pro-
gress of the land claims with a great deal of interest since they
will have such a dramatic effect on all
know that there are two large claims,
against the state of New York. W<
American claim has two parts; one
resulting from the fraudulent 1796 Se(
the other is the approximately nine trillion acres lost by the
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progress in "reaching a

peaceful'resolution of the claims that will hopefully result in
the return of land and some monetary compensation. The
negotiators are trying to secure sufficient land for the future
generations but are wisely avoiding any money payment to in-
dividuals in.favor of a trust fund that would be permanent and
'for,community needs. Our negotiators are doing this as three
councils united on an issue that is of critical importance to all
of us.

As the talks progress there will be discussions on what par-
ticular pieces of land we want back, how much money
damages we can reasonably ask for as compensation for the
loss of the land or what do we do about the hydro-electric
power dam on our Barnhart Island. The negotiators will have
to at one time make decisions for all of us. VVe as a community
heed to become involved in the claims by insisting that the
•three councils arrange a public meeting for all of Akwesasne at
which time the people will be free to ask questions about the
claims.

The claims of course cannot be resolved without unity of the
three governments. It is not the only area where unity would
work. When the claims finally conclude what will be done
about the money and the land? Who will have jurisdiction?
How will the money be spent.

There is an obvious need for unity of the councils on IIKJW^
than just the land claims issue since the claims will spill over in-
to many other areas such as zoning,- policing, economic
development, housing and public works; all the areas that a
few influential people here are trying hard to stop the councils
from coming together on. These few have used their money,
their employees and their families in an effort to prevent uni-
ty. Thev have pooled their money to create a "newspaper" that
would get their message out,-'they have formed an organiza-
tion to protect their activities while defying both the Tribe and
the Nation who try to regulate them.

The outlaw days here must be stopped. There can be no
final resolution of the claims unless the councils are free to
govern the land we have now. Unity is something the people
want. The Tribe needs to push for'a referendum-on'its par-
ticipation in the tri-council process. The present situation of
stumbling from month to month, from resolution to conl'lic-
ting resolution by the Tribe as it tries to govern is embarrass-
ing and plainly ridiculous. It would be suicidal for the other
two councils to agree to turn over any land or money to the
Tribe if the situation there doesn't change. Instead of
economic development based on an intelligent use of the land
that would conform to our Indian heritage the way things arc;
at the Tribe we would have more gas stations, cigarette stores,
bingp halls and gambling resorts.

It is time to take the land claims seriously .Unity is the only
way that it can be done. The Tribe will soon have its elections
for someone to replace outgoing chief Herne. If you truly care
about Akwesasne lend your efforts to putting in office that
candidate who will be strong and wise enough to defy the few
and work for all ofAkwesasne. Its time for the new generation
to have their voices heard. The land claims are the future, our
future and when the bingo halls have departed, the gasoline
stations gone bust and the cigarettes taken away we will still
have the land. Our Land. Akwesasne Land.

Kanentiio

Letters To The Editor
Dear Editor,

: As a long term friend of the Mohawk Nation, and a white
man, I would like to say this. Your Nation is currently undergo-
ing some very profound and dramatic changes. You are ex-
periencing changes that will affect your people for many
generations to come. I ask you all, to consider that Freedom,
has always been your most important need. I ask you all to
remember that the "White man's way" is never the good way.
You must guard yourselves against the falsehoods of the white
mans dealings. For your people to be paying taxes, making
rules, infighting and forgetting. your beautiful, natural,
peaceful, heritage is surely not in your long-range interests as
Indian people.

The "White mans" way is corrupt and lacks compassion for
people. Your system however has made you special. You have
always cared for each other and your compassion is
demonstrated by the nonexistence of orphanages in your
society. The white world cannot boast of this caring attitude.
They, instead, rely on deceit, cruelty and money to guide their
system. Do not allow yourselves, to take on oppressive govern-
ment. U.S. Government history, is rich with examples of what
happens when, men are granted power over each other. Stick
instead, to the merits that have guided your people over the
centuries.

I realize that I am not an Indian; I am a concerned white who
truly believes that what I have said is true. Your people are
completely capable, of handling your futures. I simply ask you
all, with a sincere heart, Beware the whiteman's trappings, for
they are full of evil. Guide yourselves, let your natural ways
take you all into an abundant and happy future. I will always
speak of you all as a Great people, worthy of Great respect.

Sincerely,
Robert Roy Patterson

Letter To the Editor
VALUES?

What kind of values do we have in this Mohawk community
called Akwesasne? I can only wonder at our people, what we
once were and what we are now. Two completely different
people! Maybe I am only disillusioned because of a very small
number of individuals within our community.

I saw a long stretch limousine pull up to the Snye Bullhead
Feed and I was puzzled. What would cause a white person to
come to a Mohawk fish fry, especially in such an extravagant
car. What gaul that person must have to drive up in such a
guady car, while there are elderly people and unmarried
mothers living in poverty in Akwesasne who could use finan-
cial assistance. There are Mohawk youth in need of programs
and places to go in their free time. I am ashamed, but there are
battered Mohawk women in need of a shelter to hide them
from their drunken mates. Thefe are youth and adults in need
of an arena, but it has received very little real financial
assistance. '

Well imagine my surprise when I learned it is an Indian's car!
Incredibly it turns out to be a Mohawk! I thought it might be
that rich Mohawk who made his millions in Kanawake from
selljng tax free Canadian cigarettes rerouted from the United
States, Well I am really floored when I find but it is one of the
businessmen from Akwesasne! Fuel, cigarettes and Bingo have
certainly changed that man. I can only guess that he wants to
be considered different from everyone else in Akwesasne.
Maybe he thinks that he is beyond the every day Mohawk
from Akwesasne. Maybe he wants to remind the other
business people where the real money is. Funny, I never see
any money connected to his name on the Arena contribution
list in the paper. Where are his big bucks when the money is
needed on the line.

What are the real values of this community? To hell with the
neighbors choking on the dust, exhaust and smoke from your
business, the chase for the dollar bill is more important? To
hell with the neighbors and their complaints about the raw
sewage, sewer rats and gas spills, they are only people. My run
for the money is more important! The person with more toys
when he or she dies is the winner! :

This is not aimed at one person, it fits a lot of people in
Akwesasne. That is what is so sad about it. We talk about tak-
ing care of seven generations back, vet look at our own back
yard, We are not even taking care of our present generation
and the coming children, who will be born with defects as a
result of gasoline by-products pollution in our ground water.
What is suppose to be a proud people is in reality a sad people-

There are business people claiming rights for sending tax
free products across state lines and international lines, yet
what is connected to those rights? Why can we make these
claims? Whether we can still maintain those rights are for
another time and place to wonder about. Right now I am ask-
ing what is connected to those rights? How and why can we
make those claims? . , .

It is because a government long ago made sure we would
have those claims forever, as long as the river flowed artd the
grass was green. That government was not the United States,
Great Britain, the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne or the St.
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council. That government was the Iro-
quois Confederacy!

What is connected lo those lights? What kind of people tried
to ensure those rights? I am not sure I can say why, maybe a
gifted Nation leader could really respond to those questions.
But, I-know one thing, it was not meant to use those rights to
damage the mother earth. They were not given to us to
deprive our fellow Mohawks. We were suppose to share in the
goodness of the -earth, not flaunt our wealth.

Mohawk People and Non-Indians have used our rights to
make a large amount of money. When their own Mohawk peo-
ple te;ll them to watch it, you are endangering many of our
lights. These people respond by protecting their governments,
who are trying to protect the people.-They tell their employees
under them that the governments are trying to take their jobs
away; What are a few white lies to the employees? I have to

*" keep on bringing in that-money-while the door is still open. I
just cannot stand lo lose all those big dollars rolling into the
cash register. I might not afford to outright buy that next big
car. Heaven forbid, I might have to take out a loan to buy that
next car, or boat! Just like any commoner! I have to hold up my
image of. a high roller! ,

What is even richer is the Mohawk who claims poverty or
thai he or she is barely getting along.. Yet, they own a gas sta-
tion <j»r they own a store selling cigarettes. Lets not be fooled,
many of those stores selling cigarettes are not doing too~l)ad
with those cigarettes running across that International line.
There are many dollars of profit per carton of cigarettes, for
each jcarlon which goes across the border. Everytime the pro-
vinces raise their cigarettes taxes, the business of border
crossing cigarette shipments becomes a bigger money maker,

Lotis of money coming in, lets keep it coming! You never
know, the Slate, Provincial and Federal governments may take
away some of those juicy rights we posess and we won't have
easy money for swimming pools, .cars, trucks and expensive
clothes! Heaven forbid, I might not be able lo afford to wear all
those classy, in style shirts all the time!

What kind of values do these entrepenuers have? Money
values! They certainly have forgotten where they and their
ancestors t:ame from. The anglu-american certainly has suc-
ceeded in assimilating those people. They are all after the
American dream, the almighty dollar. .

Sad commentary about a sad people. What do we have lo
look forward to? Polluted water, polluted and culturally
deprived children. Oh, yeah, the children. Something about
seven generations. -

Some business-people succeeded in driving a wedge into the
Tri-Council during the last twelve months. Some of them did
not even realize what they did until later. Now they are sorry.
More rights are deprived from all three councils working
together in unity. More rights translates into more dollars for
the Mohawk businessmen.

This same group of business people have gone to the Tribal
Government to complain about the Traditional Council and
caused disunity there. Many of the same people have gone to
the Traditional Government to complain about the Tribal
Council and caused disunity there. A rathjer slick political
business machine because, many people are unaware of the
tactics tfiese people use in Tribal Meetings, Traditional
Meetings and in between all these meetings.

When word gets out about some of their tactics, they try to
form their own media source to change the foci's of attention.
The political business machine started off a new newspaper.
Whats next? A new radio station, maybe a television station.
Anything is possible when you have the bucks this business
machine has. Money made off of Mohawk rights. Money not to
be shared with everyone. Only shared with those who help en-
sure more money coming in. Public officials, individuals with
.votes and friends who do favors. .

Another Tribal election this summer. Who is going to try to
buy votes this year? What is at stake? What right is under the
gun this time? What are the big dollars being directed at this
time? How about individual rights?

Individual rights have been stepped on before and they will
be stepped on again. People forget their individual rights have
been crushed when they are starting to make money from
similar pursuits. So what if my water is polluted, I am going to
make some bucks running some cigarettes. I am hooked up to
the waterline, I do not have to worry. Except, if I eat
vegetables from my garden or if I eat a beef cow which grew
up in that nearby area. This fits an increasing number of peo-
ple.

All these bad memories and other bad things I was not aware
of. What is there to look forward to? Who can I be assured of
selling my vote to this year. Lets check to see what is at stake
this year for the tribal elections. Well, the cigarette retailers do
not want to pay their back taxes to anyone, maybe I will see
who they want to get elected for their interests. The Bingo
halls do not want to be bothered by the governments, lets see
who they want to elect to protect their interests.

i

Mr. John T. Htpeoter
Mr. JohnT. Wheeler, 30yrs.of age, was pronounced dead at

his. home on the Rooseveltown Road on Friday, April 10,1987.
He was born October 31, 1956 in Utica, NY,, the son of

William P. and Christine Edwards Wheeler. He attended
schools in the Utica area and for the past several years has liv-
ed in Utica and Akwesasne. ;: , ,

Survived besides his parents are three brothers: William J. of
Stittville. N.Y., Anthony E. of Wilton, N.Y., and Donald R. of
Akwesasne. Also seven sisters: Mrs. Ernest Patricia Jock of

I Hinkly, N.Y., Mrs. Evelyn Caputo of Utica, NY., Mrs. William
I Darlene Klotz of Lynn, Mass., Mrs. Wendal Dorothy King of
I Rooseveltown, N.Y., Mrs. Leroy Colleen Bero of Akwesasne,
I Miss Maureen Wheeler, of Akwesasne, and Miss Michelle
| Wheeler of Utica, N.Y. ? :
i Calling hours were on Saturday afternoon at four P.M. at the
I home of Mrs. Dorothy King on the Rooseveltown Road and
| continued through Sunday. Funeral Services were held on
I Monday at 11 A.M. at the St. Regis Catholic Church, St Regis,
I Quebec, and burial will be in St. Regis Cemetary In the Spring.
I Arrangements were with the Henderson Funeral Home,
1 Hogansburg, N.Y.

I . Wesley Devon Laughing
I Wesley Devon Laughing, infant son of Rhonda Laughing,
• died April 13 at Burlington Medical Centre, V.T. He was born
Ion March 27, 1987. He was the grandson pf Mr. And Mrs.
I Frank Laughing of Cook Road. Funeral Services took place at
I the family home, Cook Road, on April 14 at 3:00 p.m. with
| Father Thomas Egan officiating. Burial in St. Regis Cemetary in
• the Spring. Arrangements by Henderson Funeral Home,
"Akwesasne, N.Y.•

i

Mr. Louis P. Kaherakeron Jacobs
Mr. Louis P. Kaherakeron Jacobs age 89 of State Road,

Akwesasne died «:45 p.m. Sunday April 19, at the Hotel Dieu
Hospital in "Cornwall, where he had been admitted 4 hrs.
e a r l i e r . . • • • . ' ' . ' . ' . .• •'" ' • .'• " "' • ' . '•••.-.''"•• '••'

Mr. Jacobs was born June 30, 1897 in Hogansburg. He was
the son of Louis &, Louise Martin Jacobs. He attended schools
in Hogansburg. He married Annie W. Wood Nov. 5,1928 in the
St. Regis Catholic Church by Father P. Joseph Bouget. She died
Sept. 2,1985. Surviving are three half brothers: Frank Mitchell
of Cornwall Island, Louis Mitchell of Cornwall Island, Thomas
Mitchell of St. Regis. He is also survived by two half sisters:
Mrs. Ralph Teresa Merrow of East Henrietta, N.Y and Mrs.
Glen Margaret Curry of Leroy, N.V. and several nieces and
nephews. He was pre-deceased by five half sisters and one step
brother/Mrs. Mary Gregory, Mrs. Kate Perovich, Mrs. Jake
Cecelia Lazore, Mrs. Agnus Sharrow.F.lizahfith Mitchell, Peter
Joseph Mitchell. He was also a member of the Saint John the
Baptist Society. •

Friends and family may call at the Kateri Hall in Hogansburg.
The funeral will be held on Wednesday, April 22 at 11:00 a.m.
at the St. Regis Catholic Church. - -

Rev. Thomas Egan will be officiating the mass. Burial will
take, place at the Kateri Cemetary in Hogansburg.

Standard practice by multinational corporations, protect
your interests in those elections. Buy American, buy votes!

The Mohawk People withstood nitfny attacks, the European
diseases and the European military.attacks. Yet.they always
protected themselves, their children, their rights and their
mother earth. Now the attack is from within. Its own people
are attacking. Their own people ate attacking their rights and
their vital mother earth. Their own people are now attacking
their values. I'.} .-.,.'••

' "' • .'..• '•' '• • ' •••;• V - . ' • ' . • " - . ': . ' -.: • S i g n e d ,
..''••'-.'• ;.'.•.- A disillusioned Mohawk

- E d i t o r : ' . ' • • - • • • • '• ':- ' • • . ' . . • • ' . - • "'-';_ . . •'

The front page of I.T. 5 *7 is covered with stories about the
revolt against taxes. Even your editorial is about taxes. For
once, all Akwesasnenorons seem united! All are against taxes!
Well, I consider this a most fitting and proper stand to take, if
you believe in the basic and essential sovereignty of the Six Na-
tions. But you can't have your cake, and eat if too! You can't
have sovereignty, and dependency too. For example, the front
page, column 2 story is headlined: 'Tribal Council Passes
Resolution Saying No Taxes At Akwesasne" and the first line of
the paragraph of this story reads; "Tribal Administrator Saka
Pembleton expressed her support for the effort to exempt
native workers from federal and state taxes...."

But! paragraph 5 reads: "The members of the monthly
meeting held in Tekahswenkarorens also passed, by a vote of
96 tot), a resolution to permit the Tribal Council to apply for a
federal grant aimed at improving Tribal government! The mo-
tion was made by Emily Tarbell and seconded by Phil Tarbell.
An identical proposal submitted by the Tribe in the past
secured $176,000. for tribal operations."

This dichotomy must be resolved! You can't demand
sovereignty and freedom from taxes, and at the same time
keep milking the federal government] *

May our Grandfathers, (the Thunders) guide and guard you!
Charles Colcord

Penobscot/Passamaquoddy

Tuscaroras Outlaw
Gaitibliiig

EDITORS NOTE: The following notice was received by the
Mohawk Nation from the Tuscaroras who are experiencing a
situation similar to that ofAkwesasne, Like here, the Tuscaroras
are anticipating great legal problems over this issue.
Ta-Do-Da-Ho
Chief Leon Shenondoah :

Haudenosaunee Grand Council : ,
Onondaga Nation
B o x 2 7 0 " ••:••' ' • • ' • • • • . ' - • . : • • ' < ' : : - " • : .'-•.'. • - . '

via: Nedrow, NY 13120
G r e e t i n g s : \ - . . ' • ' • •' "• ' '-/, . .-... ; . . : . ' ' ' . " • • . . • • • • '

The tuscarora.Chiefs in Council recognizing that commer-
cial gambling and wagering have had a destructive influence
on many societies and cultures, and being concerned over the
impact that commerical gambling may have on the well-being
of our children, coming generations and the harmony of our
Nation, reaffirmed a NO gambling law passed by the
Tuscarora Chiefs in Council in 1885 with action taken on the
attached notice. Action was taken by the Chiefs in Council,
A p r i l 1 , 1 9 8 7 : • • - - • • . - • : • : • • ' - | ' . : • • ; .;:,:,••: :^;/::''•'"' •"'•.• .

May you and our Brother Haudenosaunee support us in this
very important matter. I •> /

Oneh! , Chief Leo R.Henry, Clerk
Tuscarora Nation

Lam3,
THE TUSCAROHA NATION CHIEFS IN COUNCIL

HEREBY REAFFIRM AN ANTI-GAMBLING LAW FOR THE
TUSCARORA NATION: COMMERCIAL GAMBLING AND
WAGERING IN ANY FORM, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO BINGO, BINGO JACK, BLACK JACK,
PULL—TABS, SLOT MACHINES, CRAPS AND BOOKJktAK-
ING, ARE PROHIBITED WITHIN THE GEOGRAPHICAL
BOUNDARIES OF THE TUSCARORA NATION.

. . ! : : <3toe
•• . : . ' • • . ' . < • • • ' • Chief Leo R.Henry, p e r k
;'. • , ;." / - '•• '^• :!.;,,;,-^o,1 TtwearbpraNation

Tuscarora Nation ZOOS ML Hope Boad '•** Wr Lewbton, New
York 14092. ' • . ; - . - . _ - ; . '


