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The students of th<- St. Begis Mohawk School have
finished their read-a-thon for the 1987 school year. Pic-
tured above are the winners who participated in the
Treasure Hunt and received a T-shirt for their efforts.

John Kim Hell addressed the students and staff at
Akwesasne Mohawk School. Students listened and asked
questions about his musical career and were invited to
come'up to the piano to play solo's or a duet with John
Bel l . * . ':•.•;•••. .Staff Rhpio

John Kim BeOll
Visits the Students

and Families 0f
Ak wesasner

On Tuesday, April 7, the students Of Akwesasne Mohawk
School were visited by a broad way conductor; John Kim Bell.
He talked easily with the kids, moving among them as they sat
on the door and encouraged them to talk into the mici^phone
when they asked their questions. . . :. . ' , l:;.-""'.'.V';-.•••].

He spent Tuesday morning at the AMS, and in the afternoon i
conducted workshops were held at General Vanier in Corn-
wall. In the evening, a video and audio workshop:was-held for
adults. On Wednesday, he visited the classrooms of GVSS and
that evening a concert was held in the auditorium; by the
students and John Bell.' . V. : ̂ . <"',

Bell is a Mohawk, born on the Caughnawaga. Reserve near
Montreal. His father, Don Eagle (Carl Donald Bell) was a well
known professional wrestler. Thanks to his mother, he was

. exposed at an early age to classical music and was encquraged
to study music. . V '••.'..•'•'•,'••••

"But," Bell points out, "the children's symphony concerts and
piano lessons which I enjoyed as a boy are simply not part of
traditional native culture, so a young Indian boy or girl, even-
today, would not get this exposure and wouldn't receive any
significant encouragement and support from the other
reserve people, the peer group. This is one of the.things the
foundation is trying to change." . . .: :.

Continued on Page 7 • :...' ' / .

Justice Committee
Meets At Com

Building
The Akwesasne Justice Committee met al.fhe Community

Building in Tekahswenkarorens April 14 To discuss how to
convince New York State to support the repeal; jpf federal laws-
that supposedly give the state criminai.and.civil jurisdiction on
regional Indian commiinities-j ' . . .; . . ; . / ' •

I lie Committee, which is composed of representatives from .
the three councils here, also drafted a letter to the director of
the Hm-eau of Indian Affairs, Ross Swimmer, opposing the ter-
mination of federal funding for native judicial systems -for In-
dian reservations in such states as New York,California and
Minnesota. |' . ;'•..'• '•'. .':. /..'. •

I he Committee heard reports from the legislative, police and
court subcommittees including the results of a meeting with
Robert Wells, a professor from St. Layyrence-University. Ac.--'1'
cording to a report given by Angus "Gus" Pyke and Minerva
White, Professor Wells discussed the. options available to
Akwesasne within New York for a native justice system.

The I'nited States Congress in 1948 and 1953 passed federal
laws that gave New York jurisdictional powers over Indians
that have been the subject of great controversy since native
people continue to question and oppose the presence of state
officials on what is claimed to be 'sovereign' territory. The let-
ter to Cuomo will try to retract those laws buf will have to he
accepted anil passed by the St. Regis Tribal Council, the
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and the Mohawk Nation Coun-
cil of Chiefs before it is sent. Support for such a repeal effort
will also be sought from the various native communities
around the state. . ' - ' ' • .'.'.-''' '•': ;•- •''';.v.- ' • ' . - ' . .

The Justice Committee presently consists of Minerva White,
Angus Pyke, Dianne McDonald, Phil Tarbell,Cecilia Square, .
Don Jacobs, Lloyd Benedict, Glen Lazore, Peggy Pyke, Beaver
Barnes, Bern ice Lazore, Wesley Laughing, (Angela Barnes,
Douglas M. George-Kanentiio and John Ransom. Meetings are
held at the Conference Room at the Community Building in
Tekahswenkarorens on the second Tuesday of every month
with the next session scheduled for May 12th! Volunteers:are
welcome to assist the Committee. Please contact Angus1 Pyfce at
3.'58-2272 ext. 239 for more information. . " ; : '

The students read SO books or more. Congratulations to
the students who were successful in the read-a-thon and
a special thank you to the staff for their hard work dur-
ing the read-a-thon. Staff Photo

Chiefs Meet With
State Police

Representatives from the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne,
the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs and the St. Regis
Mohawk Tribal Council met with New York State Police of-
ficials April 9th at the Community Building in
Tekahswenkarorens to discuss the traffic problems here at
Akwesasne.

Lieutenant Jim Ryan, commander of the Canton and
Massena State Police barracks, and Sargeant John Raleigh of
the Massena-detachment expressed their concerns about the
many drivers^ here at Akwesasne who speed on Route 37.

The police referred to the incident April' 7 when an
Akwesasne youth failed to stop for a trooper in Nikentsiake
(Massena) NA'. which initiated a high speed chase that reached
speeds of on>j hundred miles an hour. Sgt. Raleigh explained
the chase by police by noting the Akwesasne vehicle had swit-
ched license plates on the car and had dark tint on the win-
dows so the pursuing officers could not make an identification
of the operator and had to assume that person was fleeing
from the sceie of a crime.
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he could understand why the driver would run
s uninsured, unregistered, had switched plates
.1 no valid operator's license, as proved to be the
men were obligated to take both the vehicle and
roads.
Way of knowing, because of the tinted windows,

was an Indian," Raleigh said, "It was only wl^'ii
the back roads lhat we figured I hey-were from
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of the ditched drivers angry enough to swear
nt against the speeder resulting in a felony count
iidangermenl brought against lhat individual
has not been released because of possible voulh.
is). ' .
said the felony charge would go to the district al-
iklin County and them possibly to the grand jury
t. .Reckless endangermenl in the first degree1 is a
y and punishable by a term of imprisonment of

Pat Thomas, the new administrator for the Akwesasne
Home for the Aged. Photo: Tina Sundav

•New- Administrator
for the Akwesasne
Home for the Aged

Pat Thomas is the new administrator for the Akwesasne
Home for the Aged.

Pat was interviewed for the position on April 1 and began
her first (jlay April 2nd. Since Pat became administrator
there have been many renovations started; including carpeting
the walkway (more therapeutic for the residents), a patient
therapy program and a complete nurses station.

A new cook has been hired, Mary Francis, and the nutrition
aid, Leann3 Jock are working with Karen Fishbeck of the St.
Regis Health Serives to create a nutrition program based on
the needs af the patients.

Long range plans include building a domiciliary in Snye
and nursing homes in St. Regis and Cornwall Island.
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of New York Division of Alcoholism and Alcohol
seritly searching for concerned Mohawks to serve
ary board that would assist the state in coming up
hat would tackle what is deemed a critical social
American Indians.

ear, an officialwith the Alcoholism Division, sent
tive leaders across the region asking them to either
on the advisory board directly or nominate com-

munity members experienced in substance abuse treatment to
work with the state.

The proposed advisory board would create a "formal state-
ing process to document the alcoholism service
live American communities."

The advisory board is expected to meet sometime this month
to begin this project that is scheduled to take six months with
several sess ions between now and July. Akwesasne native Kal-
ly Martin has been selected by the state to serve as the staff
d f the proposed project.

vesasne residents asked to work on the project are
rance, Ron LaFrance, Rosemary Bonaparte and
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Lakota performer Floyd YVesterman and internationally
acclaimed folk singer Pet*; Seeger at the Akwesjasne

Notes Benefit Concert in Albany, N.¥, Photo: Tina Sunday

Notes Benefit Concert Held In Albany
A benefit concert featuring such performers as Pete Seeger,

Floyd Westerman and the Standing Arrow Singers was held in
Albany, NY on April 11 for the continent's leading native
newspaper, Akwesasne Notes. .

The concert attracted hundreds of people from throughout
the region filling Chancellors Hall in the State Education
Building. Many people from Akwesasne also made the long trip
south to listen to four and a half hours, of native and folk
music.

The concert was organized by Hank Hazelton and Greg
jjannell of R.A.I.N. and Jack Wandell, of the NYS Dept of
education, ah residents of thenlbany area avid long time sup
porters of native people. Also instrumental in the production
of the concert was Poncho of the Adirondack region. Brian
Cole, of Anitasne road here at Akwesasne, acted as master of
ceremonies for the event which raised around five thousand
dollars.

Also featured as part of The show were local preforming ar-
tists Dave Back and Jed Highwater of Akwesasne. The Stan-
ding Arrow Singers, consisting of Mitch Chubb, Gesso
Thomas, John Thomas, Allan Jock and Alfie Whitecrow
started the performance with Indian big drum songs. They

were followed by Lakota singer Floyd Westerman who was
joined by Pete Seeger. Other artists appearing at the con-
cert were Becky Hill of the Shinnecock Nation, Midge John of
the Senecas, Elario Soto of the Incas and Joanne Shenandoah
from the Oneidas. The Adirondack singer and poet Poncho
gave a moving tribute to Ray Fadden by singing a special song
to the Mohawk historian and conservationist who, along with
his family,.was in attendance.

Mr. Seeger was given a painting by the Mohawk artist John
Fadden as a token of appreciation from the staff of Akwesasne

, Notes with Saka Pembletqn; former business manager of
Ndtes, doing the actual presentation on behalfof all current
and past notes employees. \
:. Assisting Mr, Hazelton and Mr. WendaU in what was describ-

ed as a "moving and exciting" series of performances were
Marilyn Yunich, Greg Scannell, Ray Bolyea.Cy Griffin and
Louis Cook of WSLU Radio engineering the sound for the con-
cert. Akwesasne's local station, CKON, had Dave Back present
as performer and engineer with station manager Jake Swamp
giving the welcoming address on behalf of the Mohawk people
and Akwesasne Notes. \

St. Regis Rescue Unit Director Gail General and student
Louie Barnes at the Wheeler homestead with State Police
investigators in the background. staff Photo

Suicide Ruled Cause
of Death of

Akwesasne Man
Franklin County Coroner Larry Spaulding ruled the death of

Ahnawate resident John Wheeler, 30, was a suicide caused by
the penetration of a .22 caliber bullet into the head.

The death was reported to the New York State Police April
10 after the St. Regis Rescue Unit was called to the scene by
the Wheeler family. Upon examination of the scene of the
death at the Wheeler home the troopers called both a Bureau
Criminal Investigation officer and the Franklin County Cor-
oner to Help determine the exact circumstances of Wheeler's
demise.

Coroner Spaulding did an autopsy April 10 and determined
the cause of death as a bullet fired from a rifle but the police
could not find the weapon at the Wheeler home. When the in-
vestigators questioned family members they found out that
the rifle was removed from the scene allegedly by Leroy Bero,
29, a brother-in-law of John Wheeler.

A trooper spokesman said they had determined that the rifle
was hidden by Bero because he wanted to spare his father-in-
law, William Wheeler, unnecessary grief. Bero was charged by
the state police with obstructing governmental administration,
a misdemeanor.
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Brian Boots, is the brave student at Akwesasne
Mohawk School willing to put his head in a guillotine for
the magician. Brian stole the show with his act of
bravery and willingly holds, his ears so that he doesn't
lose them! The students and teachers enjoyed the magic
presentation and were amazed by the show. St*ff Photo

Studente of
Akwesasne Treated

to a
Magic Slip

On Monday, April 6 at the Akwesasne Mohawk School, Corn-
wall, Island and Tuesday, April 7 at Snye School with St. Regis
Village School as guests, the students watched a magic show
and slide presentation of Canadian History.

The Canadian Museum of Magic offers a totally new and uni-
que program in the education of young people to the worlds of
literature, history and art, through their study in magic It is
hard to find an educated adult that has not heard of the Scot-
tish Lock Ness Monster, the Great Pyramids of Egypt, the
Fillers of Stonehenge or the Lucky Leprechauns of Ireland.
Why? because of die fascination of magic! '

The travelling show consisted of a narrative presentation of
a collection of magical slides of geography, art and literature
taken by the curators while on tour throughout the country.

A 10 minute viewing of collected artifacts from the Canadian
Museum of Magic encased in plexiglass for easy viewing. This
segment of the program has proven to be the moat educational
for the children. The most popular part of the program proved
to, be the 30 minute, live theatrical presentation complete with
costumes, illusions, appearing doves, ducks, rabbits, myttory
a n d e x c i t e m e n t . • ;::•>-•••-.-';>•'•'• •', ; : ' k ! v - : • • • ' ' . ' " v s . ' ^ • • • - • : :.-: ••.". ,


