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Toys For Tots
(her the past two years the Hogarsburg Volunteer. Fire

Department Station Number 2 and the Akvvesa$ne Marine
Corps League haw gathered toys U)J be delivered free, to
organizations, schools, families and children, heri? at
Akwesan.se and nearby communities. [ •••;. ^.-• .> '-..-.'

Ihe 1!)8(i—87 drive had the HVFD and* the Corps donate, toys
lo the hospitals in Massena, Canton and to Hotel Dieu in Corn-.;
wall other toys have been presented tb Akwesasne,children

at Christmas, an event the Fire Department and Corps hope to
make an annual event. Also planned for this year is a
Christmas party for the community's children.

The HVFD and the Corps appreciate the support of many
Akwesasnenorons including the staff of the North American
Indian Travelling College, Gloria Thompson, Bobby Skidders,
The Island Homemakers and the HVFD Womens Auxiliary con-
sisting of Monica Thompson, Lorraine Gamble, Marilyn Fran-
cis, Rebecca White and Carla Point.

Mohawk Nktipii
States Posit^pii
Commercial |. Bingo

The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs met in session recent-
l\ to dis( nss the commercial bingo issue here. To clarify any
confusion about uhether or not the Niitipn Council approves
of commercial bingo the Chiefs'sent a letter to Jim Rpos of Tell
Cil\. Indiana, an investor in a conmierci.il bingo hall now being
constructed al Ahnawate-Hacquette. ;Ajs a pub'ifc}. service, in-,
diaii lime prints the letter sent to'Mr. [Roos. ;; -'•'.'•:'

Dear \lr. Moos- The Mohawk NationtCouncilbf Chiefs pass-
ed a resolution dated March 29, 1987j stating the following:
The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs

merrial bingo nor does it recognize till
lor a commercial bingo as signed by thr

:Ioes not sanction com-
? sfaten.Tent of. support
:?e bear clanmothers as

binding the nation in any way whatsoever." We feel.that there
is no need lor negotiations on this, issuu; • ;.-• .: :

; •• ' •
. y Sincerely,

Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs

Mohawk Gtiuncil
Supports Nation ill

Tax Fifflht|̂ J:;;,;\
IO: St Regis Mohawk Tribal Council Chiefs y . • : . ' . ' •
I'HOM Mohaw k Council of Akwesasnc . '. . . . ,
DATK: April 15, 1987 | -';-. yyV..-'..,' •.'••
KK- Solidarity of Support for i ronworkers . .•'•;•" -..' •

Hecentlv the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs agreed to
light ihe income tax issue with the {United States (Internal
Ri'M'iuic Service) using ou r historic Sij; Nations Treaties.- This
was done at, the request of many of ou r I r o n w o r k e r s w h o a re
citizens of the Mohawk Nation. • :

; ".'-.' • '•''•',..'"".
As one of the two local governments at Akwesasne'-the

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne passed ta resolution on April 3,
1987 at the monthly meeting. Conside
workers form the nucleus of all trade:
ficial breadw inners, we are request
Mohaw k 1 libal Council also pass a rest
Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs for

Defending the rights of our people e
to paying taxes is something that we \

ring our Mohaiyk Fron-
> and professions, as pf-
ing that the St; Regis
ilution of support to the
their endeavors,
specially when it comes
vish to show to outside

governments that Mohawk's are united in.
The Mohawk Nation Council of Chie

process to the Mohawk I ronworkers
citizen who is working in the
benefit from our treaties.

MOHAWK CO

Open Letter

fs will be explaining the
is- well as any Mohawk
d States who wish; to

Vours in ynitv,
INCJE, 0F AKWESASNE

Michael Mitchell

To
Community

At our March^monthly meeting a mojtiori wa^made from the
floor on the issue of taxes. The issuejof taxes is complex. As
more businesses de\elope at Akwesasne it'is important to
clarify the position, we as a commujnity vyj.ll̂  take on such
things as tax irep sales to non-Indians ftnd Indians alike, tribal
revenues from local businesses that use the special reservation
status, etc. . i . • -r:-"' . ' '••••;..':..-:

A task forte was established to examine all aspects of this
issue and make recommendations to the community and the
Council. This is clearly an area wherp a referendurn will be
held. We have people who volunteered to serve and a meeting .
is being scheduled. '• ' > : - . , .

At the April monthly meeting the ijrjotion was again made
from the floor thai there would be: no taxes, paid on the
Akwesasne Reservation. Since this matter was already taken
into consideration this motion will be}forwarded to the Task
Force for their consideration. . [ • ; ' . ' ' . v

The Tribal Council does support the initiatives of the
Mohawk Council of Chiefs in this supp irt of.the Mohawk:. Iron-
workers on their personal income taxes issue with the Internal
Revenue Service. -. !-.'•• • " ' y - - ' - ' v ' ' -̂  '

Chief Julius D. Herne
Chief Rosemary Bonaparte

Chjlef Breiitda LaFrance

Mohawks To Pjantt
Tree Of Peabe

Jake Swamp, Wolf clan Chief of the Mpnawk Nation at
Akwesasne, will plant a Tree of Peace at the State University of
New York, Piattsburgh on Friday, April 24, 1987.

The tree planting will be at 3:00 p.m. in front of Kehoe Hall,
S.U.N.Y. Piattsburgh as part of an effort by the university's
commemoration of the recent International year of Peace as
proclaimed by the United Nations. - ; • : • ; ;

Also part of the event will be a 4:30 presentation at Trinity
Park, Piattsburgh. . / -y..-. ,i; y ' -y - •

This event is brought to you courtesy of AKVVEKON, the
university's Native student organization.

Tribal Council Passes
Resolution Saying No
Taxes At Akwesasne
By a vote of 69 to 38 the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council

/passed a resolution April 4th to forbid the collection of'taxes at
Akwesasne.

The motion, introduced by Guilford White and seconded by
Eli Tarbell, stated that "There will be no imposition or collec-
tion of taxes on the St. Regis Mohawk Indian Reservation."

Tribal Administrator Saka Pembleton expressed her support
for the effort to exempt native workers from federal and stale
taxes but said she did not have the information on how to go
about doing .so. Pembleton noted that Barbara Barnes was the
secretary for ihe Mohawk Nation Council and thai the tradi-
tional chiefs had been working on the tax issue with informa-
tion and. forms available on claiming exemption from the Na-
tion Council.
. A second motion, also introduced by Mr. White and second-

ed by Harold 'Tarbell, to have the Tribal Council go on record
as being opposed to federal laxes.imposed on Indian workers
anywhere in. the United States and to support whatever the
April 4 Mohawk assembly at Tsikanalaien (Cornwall) did to
fight federal and state laxes was also passed by a vole of l().(J'to
u . ' " ' ' • ' - ' • •' • •

.The members at the monthly meeting held in
. Tekahswenkarorens also-passed by a vote of !)(> lo 0 a resolu-

tion to permit the Tribal'Council io apply for a federal giant
: aimed al improving tribal government. The motion was made
.-by-Emily Tarhell and seconded by Phil Tarbeli. An identical
proposal submitted by the Tribe in Ihe past secured $17(>\()[)()

• for tribal operations.
The Tribe's Tobacco Policy was referred to the Judicial (,'otn-

•mittee for review'and recommendations. 'The Council noted
that there wtis a potential legal problem with the Tribe being a
direct parly to the licensing of the'retailers; The Council is
seeking to have the Policy subject to a public referendum.

Tribal Chief Julius Herne told the people at the meeting that
he had not sent a letter of apology lo Canadian Indian Affairs

. Minister William Mcknight as he was required lo do in a
resolution passed at a tribal meeting in March. Chief Rosemary
Bonaparte read a letter from Mcknight dated March 28 which
stated that his powers were restricted lo the 'Canadian' side of
Akwesasne. McKniglK urged Heine to work wilh ihe Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne of Akwesasne to resolve his differences
\yith thai government.

Herne's apology was supposed lo have resulted from a
telegram he sen I McKnighl February 2nd protesting ihe
Mohawk Council-of Akwesasne's "interferance" in tribal af-
fairs. Chiefs Bonaparte and Lafrance told Ihe people dial (hey
had informed Mcknight on March 17 thai the telegram Hernu
sent was on his own initiative and "contrary to tribal policy."
flonaparle and La'france said in I heir letter that ihe -community
did not support Herne as evidenced by the resolution passed

.jun .March'.-" condemning his actions. The two chiefs called
Herne "irresponsible" and said they reinforce their demands
that Heine withdraw his telegram.

Chief Lafranc'e said that she had gone to Ottawa to speak
with Mcknight and was fold by an assistant that the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs would not get involved in an "internal"
Akwesasne -matter. Herne's telegram would be returned lo ihe
Tribal Council with the result that Indian Afffairs would lake;
the position that no message was ever received.

Herne sent a letter to McKnighl March-26 refilling Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne Chief Mike Mitchell's reply to his

..February 2nd telegram refusing an apology with a series of
"documents" supposedly proving his claims that Mitchell had
infringed on Tribal authority.

When asked why he did not follow Ihe March 7 resolution
which forbade any currespoiulanee leaving the tribal chiefs
without at least two chiefs signing Herne responding by saying
that, "I think it was a good letter, a good packet, the informa-
tion was right there. If he (Mcknight) wants to send it back
that's his thing. I would hope the community would back me
on this."

Chief Mitchell responded lo Herne by sending a letter to the
Tribe on April 4 stating that he would consider Home's accusa-
tions as. a personal opinion with the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne believing that the community "had seen enough of
this type of leadership" and* would work at developing good
relations and meeting with the Tribe "at the earliest possible
date."

Former Tribal Chief Leonar.d Garrow expressed his support
fpr Bonaparte's call for putting an end to the entire matter say-
ing "if a mistake's been made let's let this thing lav."

Benefit Concert for
AKWESASNE NOTES

A journal for native and natural peoples
Pete Seeger; Floyd Westernian; Poncho; Becky Hill; Joanne

' . ' - . ' Shenandoah; Elario Soto;
Opening prayer by Chief Jake Swamp, Mohawk Nation,
~ Wolf Clan

Saturday April 11, 1987 — 7:30 P.M.
' . : " . - • • • • • AT

Chancellor Hall; State Education Building; Hawk St. and
Washington Ave.; Albany, New York

Donation: $10.00

A.I'.IV. Inacler Gvar^v llrasnuis listens lo Mulrqnuy t^all conferpnee a "failure .

Erasmus Rakes Mulroney
Conference Collap

Assembly of First Nations President Georges Erasmuscalled
Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney's effort at securing a
constitutional amendment to protect Indian rights a "failure"
at the First Ministers Conference held in Ottawa March 26-2?.

The Conference was mandated by Ihe federal government
as part of the agreement resulting from the signing of the
Canadian constitution in 1982 and was the last one scheduled
lo discuss native rights.

Representatives from a number of native organizations were
present along with nine of Ihe ten Canadian provincial
premiers but sonic Indian groups were not in attendance.

Absent from the mooting wore the Prairie Treaty Nations
Alliance, the Coalition of First Nations and the Association of
Iroquois and Allied Indians. Also absent was-Quebec premier
Robert Bourassa.

Erasmus accused Prime Minister Mulroney of bad fa.ilIT by
not being committed to a constitutional .amendment that
would recognize the native right to self-government.

Erasmus argued that Indian people had their own forms of
government long before Ihe arrival of the European lo
America. The native groups present at the session were asking
for nothing .except that Canada recognize an historical fact,
that Indians had a right to self-government which came from
their own people and not from Canadian government.

se
Metis leader Jim Siiclair blasted Saskatchewan premier

Grant pevine as acting
self-government while
national Corporations,
hypocritical when the
much money on India
Devine's election to of
program.

Sinclair also forcast t
Klan now that Indians

I'holo: Sh«-Hev

Over

like a racist by
selling huge tracts of land lo multi
Sinclair criticised Devinje as being

premier compl lined of spending too

hat could have

denying native people

ns by saying Mulroney had "bought"
ice with a billitn dollar farm subsidy

ie rise of racist groups like Ihe Ku-.Klux
were denied the protection of-a con-

meant stronger nativestitutional amendment
governments,

British Columbia premier William Vaî  Der Zann was also at-
tacked by Sinclair as bi straying the many Indian soldiers who
had died in Europe to free his home country, the Netherlands,
because lie was against freedom for Indians.

Erasmus and Sinclair were given loud cheers and long ap-
plauses by the many Indians present at the conference. It was
evident, some native, observers said; that Mulroney did not
want an amendment because he only set aside less than 90
minutes for actual negotiations. , ;
: Joining Saskatchewan and B.C. in opposing". native self-

government was Alberta, Manitoba, and Quebec, The
strongest defender of Indians was New Brunswick premier
Richard Hatfield.

Ironworkers Gather
To Fight Taxes

An assembly of over 400 ironworkers and other wage
earners gathered -in Tsiskanataien (Cornwall, Ontario) April to
begin organizing to light the U.S. attempt to collect income
laxes from Iroquois citizens.

In a strong statement of support for the Mohawk Nation
Council of Chiefs the ironworkers agreed to work with the
Council to insure that the treaty rights of the Iroquois people
exempting them from taxes were upheld,

Mark George, an Onondaga, told the workers that he had
been fighting the U.S. 'Internal Revenue Service tor seven
years- He had been threatened, bullied and harrassed by the
IRS but in the end he won his lax exemption battle because he
used'Iroquois treaty rights as a defense. -

George noted that, as an example, he made about $60,000 in
1984 of which the IRS said he owed the U.S. government
$9,000 plus over $1,000 in penalties.

"I contacted a Syracuse University law professor who told
me my fight was a good one,'' George said. "He showed me
where* the law books were and 1 began to look into my treaty
rights."

George continued, "I argued the Internal Revenue Service
does not have the right to extinquish our treaty rights. As part
of our treaties with the United States we are exempt from
taxes. Congress has no right to do away with our treaties."

The result of George's fight was the IRS sending him a re-
fund check for over $10,000.

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Chief Mike Mitchell voiced
strong support for the Mohawk Nation stating that he was a
citizen of the Nation and urged the workers to put aside their
differences and help the traditional chiefs defend Mohawk
rights.

Chief Mitchell looked around the room, noting that leaders
from all three Akwesasne councils were present to show the
workers that there was indeed unity on this issue. Mitchell
also drew attention to the large Kahnawake delegation in at-
tendance including chiefs Joe Norton, Billy t w o Rivers and
Joseph Curotte. ' " ' - ; .

Mitchell said his council had passed a resolution April 3rd to
support the Mohawk Nation in its battle with the IRS.

Kahnawake Chief Norton pledged the elected council's sup-
port saying, "We at Kahnawake will train people to provide the
tax services as quickly as possible. The more we move ahead

the more they (IRS) will back off. There Was nothing we could
do before but as a group, as Mohawk Nation citizens it can be
done. You ironworkers will have to do it aqd we will support
y o u . " - - ' • " . ' . • ' ' '. . ' - ' • • - • ' . . ; ' . . ' • ' • " • ' •

Brenda LaFrance of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
said the Council would pass a resolution to support the fight
against taxation. LaFrance urged the workers to "Stick
together" saving that they must stand up for the children who
willcome after.them. ..•"•'--.• •'•/'••

Mohawk Nation Council Chief Ron LaFrance cautioned the
workers to be aware of an American nation•-*•* wide attempt to
extinquish Indian rights with the organizers of this movement
having, set a ten year agenda to put into elective office politi-
cians who will introduce legislation putting art end to any
special status Indians have.

Ron LaFrance said that the workers must be prepared to
fight this mpvement which already has tens of thousands of
supporters in Wisconsin and New York. "Spread the word"
LaFrance urged, "Talk to each other, educate our people to the
i s s u e s . " . . . . - - - • ; . •• " ' • - . • - " :• \ •''.•.••'•'• - ' • • " - .

Ken Kane, Jimmy Kane and A«*t Montour were selected to
receive all financial contributions io the Mohawk Nation from
kahnawake but Montour said they would accept money
orders and checks only so that cpmpieteTWSordsof all inoney
could be made. ' \ ; • '•",•' ' ." '-• '

"The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs does not ger any (U.S.
or Canadian) government grants so the Council needs financial
support." Chief Mitchell said. The address of the Mohawk Na-.
tion Council is: P.O. Box 196, Mohawk Nation, Rooseveltown,
NiY. 13683.
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