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Emergency
Service
Directory

AMBULANCE
A . E . T . , . . . . , . . . . , . . 358-21 i f
St. Regis Ambulance .575-2161

F I R E . • " .-"•• . . . ' . ' ? • • ' • • . - • '

H.V.F.D. ; . . . . ,(518)483-1211
If No Answer • . , *... 358-2161

POLICE
St. Regis Police . . . . .575-2000
N.Y. State Troopers . . 483-5000

Why save the Lachine Rapids???
The Shad of the Lachine

Rapids
Chapter nine

The American Shad whose scientific name is Alosa
Sapidissima is not a year round resident of The Lachine
Rapids but are found there for about months' time in early
June. They are residents of The Atlantic Ocean and.only
enter fresh water when they head upstream in huge runs to
fulfill their spawning urges. •' .

During the month of June they run upstream through The
Lachine Rapids in huge schools on their way to their
ancestral spawning grounds. They are said to spawn on hard
clay bottom in waters upstream from The Lachine Rapids.

When the Shad are running, the fishing is simply fantastic!'
They put up a fight that is hard to describe, They peel line off
the reel in heart stopping runs and jump out of jhe water like
(hey were launched out of a rocket launcher. They-are on
their way to their spawning grounds and they have an excep-;
tion.il dedication to fulfill their destiny. Many anglers call
them the poor man's Salmon and they are much akin J o
Salmon fn their habits and in the marvelous fight they put up
when hooked. , ' •' ' :...

Mohawk anglers fish for the Shad with small leadheaded
jugs called Shad Darts, sparsely dressed wet flies and small;
lures such as a MEPPS Black Fury or MEPPS Comet. Cunous-
Iv \\ hen the Shad hits one of these lures they are not feeding
but are just striking out at the lure because it is annoying
them or perhaps they think it is threatening their eggs. Once
the Shad enter fresh water they stop feeding. While the Shad
are in The Atlantic Ocean they feed almost exclusively on
plankton, which are tiny microscopic plants and animals Hy-
ing near the surface of the oceans waters. :•>

For Shad fishing I prefer an ultra-light spinning outfit and
line of from 4 to 6 pounds test. The light tackle gives the fish
.1 chance to really put up a great fight and gives the Shad-
more of a sporting chance. Shad make deljcious eating but
many anglers fish them just for the sport of it and return
most of the Shad they catch to the water to complete their
spawning journey. • .. • • . . . • : •

Shad are particularly susceptible to anglers where, (hey
congregate in holes and slow runs just upstream of riffles,.
where they tend to rest before continuing upstream ,to
spawn. Mohawk anglers fish for Shad around The Lachine
Rapids Islands and upstream along the Kahnawake shoreline/
below the Mercier Bridge. • . . • . ,

The average weight of an American Shad is 3 to 5 pourids.
They attain a maximum weight of around 12 to 13 pxxinds
and the egg laden females are usually heavier then the male
tish. The largest Shad I ever saw caught by Bob Oordner.a
lew years ago, Bob caught the big female Shad on a MEPPS
comet after a 10 minute tussle. \ . •/.

Some Mohawks tell me that in the old days the Shad runs
were truly huge. They say that the present runs,.(which seem
huge to me) are just mere trickles compared to the spawning
runs of IS to 20,years ago. ' • . : •

The Shad arc another victim of white man's pol lu t ion.For- ;
innately pollution can be fought and hopefully the Province
of Quebec seems to be mounting an offensive on pollution.
Yes pollution can be fought, but once a dam is built its there
tor an awfully long time. T int 's why the dam must be stop-
ped. The Shad have been passing unhindered through The
I.achine Rapids for untold millenaim and I believe that it.is
the Creator's will that they shall continue to do so.

lhe Shad are another of the Creator's creatures that de-
pend upon The Lachine Rapids for their very existence.
Their traditional path to their spawning grounds lies through
The Lachine Rapids. If man starts~to tamper with the en*.
\ ironment by building dams across their routes irmight just .
spell doom for this magnificent fish and possibly wipe out an.
entire species. . - . ' • • • • . ' .

For the Shad and for all the other inhabitants"of the rapids
and tor The People of Kahnawake we must stop the damand
SAVE THE LACHINE RAPIDS! . •: ':" . ! •

Watch for Chapter 10 in the next edition which will tell of
the Rock Bass of the Lachine Rapids. ."' .;

by John Viau

SAVE NOW
> / ? :-.

\ V h i f l l M S o l URGE CAPACITY
^ X AUTOMATIC WASHERS

Model LA5500XM
AUTOMATIC WASHER

WITH:
• 4 Automatic Cycles:

REGULAR/HEAVY, PERMA-
NENT PRESS, KNITS/
GENTLE & SOAK

• Water Temperature Control
with 3 Wash/Rinse Selec-
tions: HOT/COLD, WARM/
COLD & COLD/COLD

• 3 Water Level Selections:
EXTRA SMALL, MEDIUM &
LARGE

• Super SURGILATOR "
Agitator

• 2 Wash & 2 Spin Speeds
• AVAILABLE IN PLATINUM &

TOAST

ON SALE FOR

$41900
A tA l -

DOWNTOWN
MASSENA
315-764-0200

Conclusion •
St. Regis

The Shouded Nation
Cbnt'4.from 3#3 by H. Lickers

Today, a culturally •& environtrientaUy
• damaged society ,

. The Saunders-Moses Dam, an engineering delight, and the
Beauharriois Control Dam have trapped the fish resource in a
large pond. The fishermen have said that the large fish runs
9xe smaller now, and the sturgeon, once abundant,'are now
'declining because they cannot freely range the river.

However , the government denies that this is happening; for-
tyvyears of experience is negated by a few weeks of "scien-
tific" study. •.'•"•

.The Mohawk trappers have complained that the once
abundant marshes are decreasing, and floating down the
river. The culprit there has been acknowledged as the
gradual rise of the water levels in the pond. The initial shock
of Seaway construction drowned villages and towns, but it
also decreased the sizes "of the islands and seriously
disrupted the marsh environments. After construction,
Water level regulations have allowed water levels to increase
as-much as a foot since 1954-1955. A change of even a few
inches over a long period of time has been known to destroy

; the typha beds, one of the major marsh components. With
.the gradual destruction of the marsh, larval fish forms-suffer,
waterfowl suffer, and the environment suffers: These actions
•culminate in the wholesale ruination of the Mohawk way of
l J F / ' ' ' • ' • ' ' ' '
: : The movement of ships through the Seaway has led to
mishaps and oil spills. In 1975, an oil spilt threatened our
reserve, but it was luckily contained within mid-channel.
Ships have run aground on the shoals in this tricky part of
the Seaway. Once stable islands are being eroded away by
the wave action of ships. In order to assist the ocean going

. ships dredging is necessary, but with dredging, and disposal,
'valuable spawning beds are lost. Areas of the river once fjsh-
'ed are now useless to both anglers and Indian fishermen;

.-, Public opinion has now turned against the Indian, as the
main reason for the decline in fisheries.

In 1976, the St. Regis Environmental Division was born
out of the mercury controversy at the White Dog and Grassy

: Narrows reserves. After months of searching, and our own
fish samples, we found that mercury levels in fish made it im.-
posible for our people to eat this natural resource. The Sf.
Regis Band Council as a responsible government, informed
the people that fish could no longer be eaten, and that these
fish were a threat to their health. And, as if this wasn't
enough, it was also found that both Mirex and PCB's had
contaminated our fish stocks.

In.meetings with our band, government and industrial of-
ficials continue to shift the blame from one to another. In an
Ontario Ministry of the Environment report, we have found
that the only one chloralkali plant using mercury in its pro-
cess will still be in operation in, 1978, This one plant can be
found.in Cornwall. The industry states that they are in com-
pliance with all environmental laws concerning mercury,
but still our fish are laden with the metal. :

: In the late 1977, the Ministry of the Environment stated in
a news release that mercury levels had decreased in the St.
Lawrence between 1970-1975, and the Mohawk people re-
joiced. Their jubilation was short lived, because the analysis
of our fish survey showed that mercury levels had increased
from 1975^1976. Further investigation of the government :

".report showed a lack of statistical evidence to prove their
statements; In 1978, the St. Regis Environmental Division
hopes to do another fish survey along the St. Lawrence river.;

; We can only hope that the mercury levels are decreasing.
The contamination of the St. Lawrence by mercury,

Mirex, and PCB's is not the only problem with water quality.
Effluent ffprn industry and municipal sewage make the St.
Lawrence an open sewer, not fit for recreational use. A re-
cent study by the Ministry of the Environment^ in coopera-
tion with St. Lawrence College; found high levels of strep-
tococcici fecal and totalcoliforms in the river. We have been
advised that the river is not fit for swimming and our
children must use a Cornwall pool; this is a disgraceful situa-
tion; our chilren can see a beautiful river, but can riot use it.

However, the biggest problem with which the Mohawks
are faced is the problem of fluoride contamination. In 1959,

Jthe Reynolds Metals Company of. Massena, New York,
started producing aluminum on the south shore of the St;
Lawrence river. Cheap electric power, obtained from the
Saunders-Moses Power Dam is used to Vun this plant,
fluoride was the industrial waste which the company emp-
tied into the atmosphere. At this time the company had no
pollution control devices and pumped out over 300
Ibs./hour Of this contaminant. Since the prevailing wind
direction blows the fluoride onto Cornwall Island 70-80 per

: cent of the time, it wasn't long before environmental damage
;xyas noticed by the Mohawk people. . '

St. Regis Mohawk
Federal Credit Union

COMMUNITY BUILDING—ST. REGIS RESERVE
HOGANSBURG, NEW YORK

Just Arrived!
Money Market Certificates Paying 8%

Coming Soon — IF A>"
HOURS — Mon-Tucs^Wed 8 a.m. to 4 p.m

— ThursrFfi 9 a.m. lo 5 p.m.

ROUNDPOINT
CONSTRUCTION

-•• MIL CORNWALL ISLAND, ONTARIO.
- * T O P S O I L . •'.' •.••.•.•• -::. ••• '.!-.-: - •

*CRUSHEtySTO
'•• •• 'EXCAVATING

*HAULING i/-^-:'• ^• -^, ;:•:-: •;.;::

•SEPTICTANKS :>:'•:;? V
^ 'DOZING AND TRUCKIN

97-3 FM
.'Communication Society

RADIO BINGO
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT

RULES; MUST BE 18 YRS OF AGE AND OVER
MUST BE A RESIDENT OF AKWESASNE
MUST BRING IN YOUR CARD TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE
WHEN YOU GET A BINGO CALL 1 (613) 938-0401 or 938-0591 AND GIVE US
YOUR CARD NUMBER AND THE SERIAL NUMBER, YOUR CARD WILL THEN BE
VERIFIED.
YOU CAN CLAIM YOUR PRIZE ON THURSDAY AT THE RADIO STATION AFTER

. • • ' • • V • • . 1 : 0 0 • • ' • " . • • ' : ' . - ' • • ',/ '• • • ' . • " - • • • • • • . • • • • ' ' • • • ' • •

re THE LINE IS BUSY KEEP TRYING.
BINGO STARTS AT 8'oclock SHARP!!

GAMES: THERE WIÎ L BE 10 REGULAR GAMES OF $50.00 each, 1 JACK POT GAME OF
• • • •;• • • " . : : ; . . ' • • • • ' . $ 5 O Q ' . p o . . • • . ' • . • . . • • • ' • ' • • ' • • • • • . • ' • " • • . •••• ' . . • . • • • • '

PRICE OF CARDS ARE $1.00 DOLLAR EACH, AVAILABLE AT MOST LOCAL MERCHANTS
STRAIGHT LINE GAMES AND FOUR OUTSIDE CORNER'S ONLY.

P u r p o s e ' : ; ' . ' • : ' ' ' • . ' • - . • • • ' . " ' . -" • • ' • • • • . • • ' • . . • • . .

1) To assist in the general maintenance of day to day operation of the Community radio station at CKON 97.3
FM on Cornwall Island.

2) To suppliment the operations of the charitable organizations at Akwesasne.

3) To promote local Native business at Akwesasne.

4) To provide a source of entertainment for the infermed, the elderly, and those who cannot otherwise par-
ticipate in Community Bingo.

5) To provide a source of part time employment for those who are needed to operate this community activi-
* y - • • • ; • • • / . , • • • . - : • , • ' . - . •: • ; . . ' . ' ' • • : : : .

6) To offer a source of entertainment in both Mohawk and English.

7) To provide local talent within this radion time slot.

8) To foster a sense of togetherness among the people of Akwesasne.

9) To provide an alternative within the Community that promotes self-sufficiency and maintenance of ser-
vice organizations. . : "

10) To provide from time to time through remote broadcasting, a benefit bingo for the service organizations
who use Bingo as a fund raiser activity as a way to expand their audience.

The farmers who are most affected started to complain
about cattle losses. Vegetation susceptible to fluoride
poisoning began to disappear from the Island environment.
The people, did not know that fluoride was the problem until
1969 when the Ministry of the Environment in Cornwall
stated its concern over fluoride contamination. In 1971, Na-
tional Health and Welfare also voiced general concern, but
still no concrete evidence was produced to show fluoride ef:

- f e c t s . . • - . • / ' . . / • • ' • • • - — • ' • ' • • . •

In 1973,.Reynolds Metals Company installed a 17,8 million
dollar pollutipnrcontrol device and fluoride was reduced to
75 lbs./hour. But still the agriculture of Cornwall Island

^decreased. In:-February of 1973, the St. Regis^ Band Council
passed a resolution to investigate fluoride contamination.
Various experts in the field were consulted, both from the
federal government and private institutions. In most cases
these; consultants de-emphasized the effects of fluoride On
the environment However, as the cattle, vegetation, and en-
vironment continued lo degrade, the St. Regis Band Council
decided that a closer look must be given^o the problem.

On June 23th and 29th of 1977, the Air Pollution Advisory
Board of the International Joint Commission met in Massena,
New York, aMhe prompting of the St. Regis Band Council to
discuss the fluoride problem. All parties in the problem were
present. As each of the presentations were made, it became
apparent that the fluoride problem was of little concern
when compared to the industrial, economic, and political
situation; The Mohawk people felt they had been betrayed
by the Canadian government. The Band Council saw that in-
ternational negotiations would take too long to save the
Mohawk ..people of Cornwall Island;

The formation of the St. Regis Environment Division in
1976 gave the Bandf Council its own means of investigating
the problem. Cattle studies were carried out by Dr. L. Krook
of Cornell University. These studies confirmed the farmers'
fear of fluoride poisoning. Vegetation studies by Dr. C.C.
GordOrt of the University of Montana provided concrete
evidence of vegetation levels and damage. The Agricultural
Economic Research Council of Canada did a study of our

. agricultural economics, and demonstrated the loss of the
reserve's economic basis.

Chateaugay St.
Ft, Covjngton. NY m,

• Q.

In spite of all this evidence, the Canadian government has
been'reluctant to fund an epidemiological study to clarify
the health effects of fluoride and the other contaminants.on
our people. The government has prolonged the negotiations
with the St. Regis Band. So, while the government argues
with the Band over pseudo-legal problems, Reynolds Metals
happily continues to emit tons of fluoride onto the reserve.
The people continue to suffer at the hands of industry. As
the research continues, it has become increasingly apparent
that fluoride is destroying our people. Most recently, Dr.
Bertram Carnow, an epidemiologist of worldwide reputa-
tion from the University of Illinois, has stated that a hazard to
human health exists on the reserve.

As -.industrialization jn the area, expands,.'future problems
loom on the horizon. Nuclear power plants are proposed for
the St. Lawrence basin. And. "765kv liners are starting to criss
cross our lands. And the very rain which falls from the sky
has been acidified by industrial pollutants;

Even though the problem of pollution seem insurmoun-
table, the St. Regis Band Council is moving to help
themselves. St. Regis Operation Survival Fund (S.O.S.) has
been set up as a non-profit organization to raise funds from
private individuals and other organizations. The funds will
be used to finance health studies and assist UvS in our struggle
•against pollution. This type of struggle will be of benefit of
all people, not just our own.

Although the problem of pollution make the future of the
Mohawk bleak, we believe that the St. Regis Reserve's poten-
tial is great; The days of rich farming, good air, and fine fish
will return to the reserve, only if we are willing to fight to-
day. Environmental protection must be. the battle cry of our
people. We, the Mohawk people, will not stand quietly by as
the environment arid our culture is lost. You can expect to
hear from us in the future.

"FOR THE EARTH IS OUR MOTHER,
AND SHE WEEPS"

(Henry Lickers is-a-graduate 0/ Trent University and Acting
Director of ttte St. Regis Akwesasne Environmental Divi-
sion. The Division's "Operation Survival" is appealing to
the public for financial support to continue its work. Con-
tact the Division at Box 69, -S7. Regis, Quebec, HOM^IAO.)

We're the Problem Solvers

uhar's
Hardware

358^2536
Water Street,
Fprt Covington, NY

i^f^rt ft'^Vfit^ riijjWij-rifflSTg^'

Lumber-
Prices—

315-384-4222
most orders to accommodate the

of St. Rc|i$ Reserve. •
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' :

OPti> Mon. - Sat. 8 am to 5

BOOTS FUEL
Located on Cornwall Island

w offering a free chance
to win 12O.00 worth of
gas every week.

' Stop in & filler-up.''

owner John Boots Phone (613) 933-1095
for Home Deliveries
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