
.in.;
: " ,1

; ' • ' • ' '

•A

1 ) | ;

: : ,1

In

Native American
Contributions To The

World
by Tebanetorens

Ihe Empire State, as you love to call it, was once laced
1>\ mir nails honi Albany to Buffalo, trails that we had trod-
den tor centuries, trails worn so deep by the feet of the Iro-
i|iiois. that thc\ became your roads of travel, as your posses*
sions ate into those of my people. Your roads still traverse
ihe same line of commerce which bound one part of the
long House to the other. Do we. the first holders of this pro-
sperous region, no longer deserve a share in your history?-;
(.lad were \ ou r forefathers to sit down on the threshold of..
ihe Long House Had our forefathers spurned you from it
when the Trench were thundering on the opposite Side-to;
gel a passage through, to drive you into the sea, whatever;
lias been the tale ot the other Indians, the Iroquois might .still
h .ne been a nation , I, too, instead of pleading here for the.'-.
pnv ilege < >l li\ ing w itlun your borders, —I might have had a;
v o u n t i \ ' " Peter Wilson. Cayuga Chief. - , : -.;

William H Newell, one of the greatest authorities on the
Indian and hi^ contr ibut ion to the world and head of the
Amerii an Imh.m Museum, Southampton, N.Y;, says the-.
l« illi >\\ mg > >t Indian (ii ivernment and ifs affect upon.the early
aliens coming in these American shores from Europe. •..'.

We know that ma in Indian socialogical and
philosophy .i! ide.is weic taken to Europe with the first con-;
t.u I made with the American Indian. But after the first 250.
\ ears sultu lent CM lunge had taken place to definitely
establish new i nltiii.il traits which have given birth to new
u.le.is lieieii >l< >ie unknow n in the old world. A discussion 6f
the moral and etlm.il values of Indian culture would require
a \ o l u n i e in Use 11 • . •'.•;.-.•

liulian pohtii al theories as embraced in the League of the
l ioquois are important and .stand out in marked contrast to
'he l uiope.in iheor\ of the divine right of-kings, which
ti. >m ished m I UK >pe ai ihe time of the discovery of America."
I'ht i;nli\idual lights ot man were recognized in; America
'• ing heioie ihe luuope.ins awakened to this political/
piulos,,pii\ Ukas ot ireedom. liberty and equality existed -

•ie eug i .ned m the hearts of the Indians when ;Euro-
>>. <. ie b. • 11--.-«.I < r lo.isted lor daring to speak against the

i i I m i i I i -••' ' - : •'.

e ot the' outstanding differences between the Euro-.
ir.l ihe \meiican Indian was the fact that in America:
d im w.is' pei muted trecdom of thought .while in

im. -pe .in individuals thinking was done, for him by,
,r.i;-.> i.H! and dogmatic leaders. A similar situation still ex- .
i-i- imij- I:- -opie lurojx-.m countries and .even in America
•']•. H ,,u '!,..-. w !i. • w ould shape our opinions if they could. •

ii 'A.I-. tmin (he irocjuois League that we first learned the
i.ie.HHiig '.!' nil.-- democratic ideals. It was here in America
:; .i; 'Ac le.u n>. .: w ha' Ireedom of speech, freedom of wor-
-'•ij- . i]t.ial i ' ; itsent.it ion and constitutional government.
:. .ill: •,i-.-.i:;t I; A as 11oni ihese ancient political philosophers'.
;',.(• ;!u woild ins i 'k iuw Democracy. It was here that real:
• i.r.' MM 11 sMVcd iheii constituents faithfully, without ahy.
• ! " i : : I . I \ : I i . u i I ! : e p e i > p l e , - • ' . • • •.'-'

(,..-< i!p-n ( adw allader Coklen who wrote the first.
\ " ••• • in I.IMI in iir \~2". some So years before the Revolu-
in .!'.M -. W ai lelU us dial these men were elected on the basis

,- ; ih; H meiit. b.-, ,mse ot their honesty and integrity, and
that t!n^ -AS :e usualh the poorest men in the nation; never
k'i.-|'ii!.; m\ ilnng lor themselves, but. distributing all an-:

Millies and monies equalh among the people. "It was in this
!:ist !i;-.ii'i\ that ihec.trU colonists were informed that here;
: \ i - - t ; d a . ' ', i l i e i l e n i i n r a c \ • , 0 •.'

I - urdei to illusiiate t inther how the Indians lived under
, i . ' id, i Midi as iins I will list m the following paragraphs;
- .in i 'is[, ims w hi. h were a part of the everyday -existence''.
> ; these people, and at the same time call the attention to the ';
ie.uk-! to the fait that present day "Americans" are doing-;•
these same things which were strange to them before com-
mg to the land "i ihe free and the home of the brave. Die-,;.
i.itois w ere nnkuow n among the Iroquois. No man could tell .
.mother what he should do. Hven the sachems and Chiefs ;
suggested but ne\ er e ommanded or insisted too strongly. To--.
do such a !hi"^ would immediately lower. them in the
esiunain >n • >t the people and cause their removal from office,- ".

We i i Minn1! t' igether was a famous phrase of the Iroquois•-..''•
. md e \e i \ man was allowed freedom of expression -^-;
i ,i i\ ei nineu: had a i entral seat where representatives of the
-eseial nation- met to discuss state matters and where
iiii.iiiiinuu- decisions only were rendered.-A single dissen-
ting \ ote vlel'eaied legislative- action. There was: "absolute /
harmonv and the greatest d e c o r u m Observed in their great
councils i nn'nhntiun.s of the American. Indians td .

\Unlcin ( inlrjation. William H. Newell.

Mabel Powers author and lecturer, says the following'of
the i entral amis ol the Iroquois Confederacy, "During the
H>ih e enturs there lived in the territory now known as-New
York. .md extending to the lower Susquehanna river, five
powertul lighting tribes, Mohawks, Onondagas, Cayugas,
(>neidas and Vneeas At this time there came among these :

tribes a great peace-maker, named Deganawida, who
brought to these- warring people the idea of uniting into a'-.
I eague <>t Nations to stop lor all time the shedding of blood
b\ \ iolence. AU^\ b\ means of laws of justice, brotherhood,,
and common well-being to establish peace among
themselves, tor all who |oined the League became as fathers
and mothers, brothers and sisters. The purpose of ' the; ;
League \\ as to be accomplished by applying three principles; .
sanity ot, miikl And health ol body; righteousness and justice
in though1, speech and conduct; physical strength and.
spiritual power attained through sacred ceremonial life."

hec sidiis must be- unanimous in the Federal Council com-
pi >sed 'I I1' c hieis. some of whom were women.Each nation .-
was I'ictependcnl: yet all were bound together for the Com-
mon uood by lepresentatives sent from each to the council:
Chiefs ;i,u't h .ne unlimited tolerance and "patience.. They ;
must ha\e health ot mmd and body; evil must not lodge'.'in
their mincK Tlics must have one mind, one soul and one
tongue All se-r-\ eel without compensation. The League gave
women unusual rights and privileges. No chief could be
nominated without their consent and they could depose any.
ch id neglectful of duty. Mothers could forbid their sons go-.
mg on the warpath, and no nation could declare war on
another nation without the consent of the women. Some
tuen ty fise nations eventually joined the league. To Over-
come the military spirit of the age by pacific means, and to
achieve a lasting peace among themselves was; a great '••ac-
complishment. The Five Nations never again waged war,
again among themselves; but through stress of conditions
that arose-hitcr they became tragically involved in wars of
defense to preserve their Tree of Peace. The Indians achiev-.
ed a Peace League — in America that persisted for three cen-
turies. - • ' ; ; -••-.' "•••'

Dr. lohn Imlcy says of this League: "The Iroquois achiev-
ed a social and political organizaiton that has never been
equalled or surpassed in its working value of justice,.
democracy, and brotherhood of spirit." The Indian as
Peace-Maker. Mabel Powers. "-O'-.

"The I'nited States probably inherited the central idea of"..,
its consti tut ion, a federation of independent states, from the '
Indians. Hack in the 16th century, the great Iroquois
statesman and prophet, Deganawide, established a sucessful .'
League of Nations, which he intended to embrace all .'';•'•'•/.
peoples on earth, and his ideas, passed on by colonial of-
ficials to the framers of the Constitution and then1, through
Woodrow Wilson, to the world, may be the roots of the pre-
sent League Organization. There is abundant evidence, that .
colonial officials of New York, Massachusetts and Virginia
had come in contact with the Iroquois League and, at least
unconsciously absorbed some of its principles. .. '

?Jt" •Mr'-:M.'".ljJr' Vc Tr ^h
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Trailer Fire
x>n Hilltop Drive

ST; REGIS-~pn Friday evening, February 15th, Shirley
Phillips reported a fire to the Malone Fire Control Center.
The office received the call at 9:24 p.m. The fire-was.-at the

-.residence of Mary Garrow, Hilltop Drive, St. Regis, Quebec.
The Hogansburg Volunteer Fire Department answered.the
call. A fire truck from Station 2 (Snye) and a truck from Sta
tion 3 (Cornwall Island) stood by. The firemen Quickly ex-
tinguished the blaze. Luckily, Mary was not at home at the
time of the fire. The Garrow residence received Ore, smoke
and heat damage to the living room area. The rest of the
trailer received smoke and heat damage. :

• ' : : • / . : ; ' • ' • { ' • • • • . • • • • • : ' •' - ; . ' - • • •••• , ' • ' . ' - r C ; T ;

Snowsnake Tournament
•;.'• The Woodland Indian Cultural Centre extends a warm
weiebme to join us for our 12th annual Snowsnake Tourna-
ment On; February 23 & 24, 1985.at- 184 Mohawk Street,
Brandford, Ontario. There will be no alternate dates this
:yea-r;;:; - ; •',. " .•.. '. - •' -.-' ' v ' . . . " : • .,..-'

Snowsnake is. a traditional native game and our tourna-
ment provides an exhilarating example of the skill and cc>m-
petition of the sport.
; There are two divisions, a mens division which begins pa-
ly at 1:00 p.m. both days and a school tournament on Satur-
day dnly beginninng at 11:00 a.m.

In addition tq the tournament a.discussion/demoiistrator
to discuss air aspects of the sport (will be available) in the
rnviseurn. A mini film festival including the film "Race of the
Snowsnake", plus crafts and native and Canadian cuisine.
Admission, for the museum only is 81.00 Adults, S .50
-Children, so dress warm and come out and join us in the
.•celebration of fun and tradition. ;

for further information contact: Sadie Buck, The Museum
of' the Woodland Indian Cultural Educational Centre, 18.4
Mohawk Stree, P.O. Box 1506, Brant ford, OntarioN3T 5V6.
For the story, of Snowsnake, see page 7.

: They conducted their-negotiations with the tribes under
the League Constitution. It Is known that as early as 1758 the
Iroquois Council suggested to Sir William Johnson, Colonial
agent for the northern Indians, that the British colonies
adopt their form of government to put an.end of squabbles
among themselves. When the Constitution actually was
adopted it embodied principles similar to/ those of
Deganawida and without precedent elsewhere. The connec-
tion netween the two systems appear to be more than a mere
possibility.

/When the Constitution, wits written its framers Jiad before
them something unknown in the Old WOrld^-a group of in-
dependent political organizations brought into, a secure
whole without sacrificing their independence,
pegana.wida's concept of a blood sisterhood of tribes" was

'-..transformed into a symbolic sisterhood of states... Essential
principles of the British political structure were incorporated
ih this framework. Deganaweda organized the five warlike
Iroquois-speaking tribes into a sisterhood, so that there was

va/'real or assumed blood relationship between all individuals.
His idea was the gradual adoption of other tribes and
peoplesT-eventually the whole world—as sister peoples.

The founders of the League of the Iroquois did hot limit
thescopeof this federation to the Five Iroquoian Tribes, but
proposed for themselves and their posterity the great task of
gradually bringing under this form of government all the
known tribes of men, not as subject peoples but as con-
federates/This is the more remarkable in view of the fact that
this wasan age of fierce tribalism, whose creed was that no
person had any rights of life or property outside of the tribe
to whose jurisdiction he or she belonged.
: : Ii was the central teaching of Deganawida that out of the
union of a common motherhood and a common-fatherhood
arose a common daughtership of all women and sonship of

fall men and the rich fellowship of all mankind. Deganawida;
Was certainly an historical figure and was a genius, at
Statecraft." Such are the conclusions of Dr. JiN.B, Hewitt of
the Bureau of American Ethnology, who has Compiled a col-
lection of every available scrap of evidence concerning the
League of the Iroquois, which he believes willbe a notewor-
thy addition to the px)litical history of the w()rld-

: Dr. Ciark Wissler says of the iroquois, "The written Con-
stitution (of Iroquois) was admired by colonial statesmen
because it gave each tribe almost, complete, independence

••but ax the same time bound it to respect the wishes of others,
(p. 11) and again, students of politics and government have
found much, to admire in the working of the league^ There is
some historical evidence that knowledge of the League in-
fluenced the colonies in their first efforts to form a Con-
federacy and later to write a Constitution,, Anyway, it ap-
pears that about 1744 Connecticut and Pennsylvania
negotiated with certain Indians to adjust land claims, during
which proceedings an Oneida Chief suggested to the Col-
onial delegates that since the League had worked so well
•with the Iroquois, something similar be set up to govern the
relations of the colonies. There is some evidence to indicate
that at another conference in Albany, in 1775, an froqXiois
Speaker made a similar, suggestion." Indians of the United
Statesr(p, 112). - ' - - " . • .. . , '.-

Dr. E. A. Bates, anthropologist, Cornell University says of
the Iroquois government, "The political System of the Iro-
qtipis was built up around the dominant idea that all men
iwere equal in justice! They sat equ-distant from one another
in common council." Again, we have many contributiipns
from it (Iroq, Govt.) in our own political Government, for
Washington, Jefferson, and Hamilton, as well as Franklin, all
khew the fundamentals in this brotherhood of
rnen."-r-Cornell Rural School Leaflet, Teachers Number,
Yol: 19, No. 1, Sept. 1925.
•-•; The eagle, emblem of the Iroquois Confederation, became
the national emblem of the United States and the arrows held
in its claws were first used by the Iroquois to symbolize the
unity of the League of the Iroquois Nation
April 1945

Photo Credit: Cindy Tcrrance

Car Accident on Loran Hill
AKWESASNE—On'/Sunday, February 17th, there was a two
car accident at 8:20 a.m. on Loran's Hill in Akwesasne. A car
driven by Louis J.Jacobs, 26 from St. Regis, Qeubec swerved
into the right lane hitting a car operated by Scott Terrance,
26, of Robsseveltown.

The Jacobs, vehicle was travelling at a high rate of speed
going east on Route.37- After the collision the Jacobs vehicle
spun around twice and came to rest 80 feet from the scene of
impact. Jacobs who-was not wearing a seat belt and was
ejected frorn,his vehicle. Jacobs is in Hotel Dieu Hospital,
Cornwall suffering from laceratons to the face and a bump
on the head. Scott Terrance, driver of the other vehicle was
wearing a seat belt and was not hurt. Both vehicles received
extensive damage and are considered totalled. Trooper Pad-
dock from the Malone New York State Police stated "charges
are pending upon completion of my report."

: ' • ' •• " " '• • / • • • • • • ' . . ' • - ' - ' . — C . T . -

" P u t t i n g On The Hits"
Lip Sync Contest

SNYE-^On. friday evening, February 15th the grade 6
graduating class fromChenail School held a Lip Sync Contest
which was a huge success. The contest was open to any and
all entrants, from the reserve.

Mr. Terrance Gartier who has been teaching.at the Chenail
School for the past ten years was skeptical about the contest
at first, Cartier teaches grades 5 and 6. The contest was divid-
ed into two grptips. The Junior level was for entrants aged

. 7~12 and the Intermediate level was for.children 13 and over.
Each contestant was responsible for their own make-up,

dress and performance. They were judged on appearance,
originality and lip sync: Drums, guitars and an organ were
provided by the School. Tint Benedict, age 11 and grade 6
student said "I really-enjoyed the contest and I wasn't ner-
vous at all. My two girlfriends and I practiced.in my cellar,
and my grahdritpther (Theresa Sunday) made my skirt. I had
fun frosting my hair, putting on make-up and wearing all
kinds of jewelry,"

The grade six class is raising money for a class trip to
Niagara Falls and Canada's Wonderland. The Lip Sync con-
test made $437.00 towards their goal of $1400. They have,
made $1080.00..'.so far by having bake sales, selling candy
bars and holding raffles. .

Mr. Cartier is anxiously anticipating having another Lip
Sync contest, at. the-end of May. The grade six class would
like to extend thanks.to all who made the event such a suc-

p ; . , ; . . . :
the judges were R()byn Sunday, Donnajocko and Clayton'

'Red* Thompson. Mr. Petrick and Richard David helped with
the lighting. A special thanks goes to Randy Mitchell for help-
ing with the sound-

All the contestants performed individually or in, groups.
•Prizes were awarded to the following: :

JUNIOR PRIZES,
1st — $2'.5rChrissie Lazore - Bonnie Tyler -Total Eclipse of
the Heart (individual)
2nd — $ 15. Rollanda Jackson - Denice Williams - Let's Hear
it for the Boys (individual)
3>rd r- -110. Curtis Thomas - Reckless - Breakdancing (group)
INTERMEDIATE PRIZES
1st ^ $25. Faith.Thomas.-- Boy George - I'll Tumble For Ya
(individual) j' ,
2nd..— $15. Agiies Sharrow - Prince - Let's Go Crazy (in-
dividual) '
3rd'.+-';$ 10.. Sandy Jackson, Mike Oakes, Ralph Skidders,
Randv Mitchell1 Helix : Gimme Good Loving (group)

Newborn problems linked to
•• ' ; - ' . ; ; ' : : , ' ' • ; ; ;

 v ' P C B s - • •< ••. -;". _:

COLLEGE PARK, Md.—The infants of mothef who ate Lake
Michigan fish contaminated with toxic PCBs have poor mus-
cle control...and slowed emotional responses, according to a
team of psychologists.. The mothers, from the area around
Grand Rapids and Muskegon, ate an average of two to three
rrieals per month Of salmon, trout or other fish for 16 years.

PCBs are man-rnade chemicals onee used in products such
as transformers and plastics, their manufacture has been
halted since 1979, but because they do not decompose in
the environment^ those still in use remain a threat to
humans. Animal,• studies indicate they may cause cancer and

; birth defects. Michigan health officials currently recommend
that people eat no more than half a pound per week of fish
from;.polluted Lake Michigan and that children, pregnant
women, ahd; women of child-bearing age eat none.

Greta Fein of the University of Maryland and co-workers
*frorn Wayne State University and the University of Michigan
compared 342 newborhs of women who ate contaminated
fish to 71 babies of women who ate none. Because these
were sport fish, caught by friends or family members, the
women's recall of consumption is probably reliable, says
Fein, Furthennpre; the level of PCBs in the women's blood
paralled their reports.

Forty-two percent of babies exposed to PGBs had sluggish
emotional responses, and 11 percent had poor muscle con-
trol, compared, with 17 percent and three percent, respec-
tively, of urtexposed rtewborrts, says Fein, Exposed babies
also tended ti> be premature, weigh less, and have .smaller
head circumferences. The infants of women with the highest
PC3 levels were the most affected.

In previous studies, the newborns-of Japanese women
who ate heavily PCB contaminated rice oil showed an in-
creased incidence" of metal retardation and motor dif-
ficulties. This, however, is the first study to examine the ef-
fects of chronic low-level PCB consumption in humans. Fein
stresses, "There's not much we can say^ about what this
means for the children's development. We just don't know
thejong-lterrn cpnsequences of these signs."

TsiTso
Read up a little on those "Sanctuary" people. Papers make

them sound like another bunch of trouble-makers, but if you
look closely you'll find some dedicated people. Many of
them are members of religious orders. What (hey are doing is
very simple and very "American", that is, what once was
considered to be American: helping people escape from
countries where their lives and the lives of their families are
threatened.

Well, us Indians know better than to believe that bit about
America beinga refuge for oppressed people, don't we? And
that is what the Sanctuary people are doing, trying to save
oppressed people. In this case it happens to be people from
Central and South America. And it also happens to be people
with dark skins. And as you and I know, America doesn't
really want dark skinned people. It's all automated now. I
mean the factories and fields and all those jobs which once
demanded so-called minority people.

If you read Native People Everywhere in Indian Time, you
can find out what's happening to too many people around
the world. And in Central and South America, it's a matter of
Indians being killed. Sure, it's still going on, the murder of
our people.

Back when the. Guatemala Indians had'to flee their coun-
try, I was really wishing that we, the Six Nations Con-
federacy, had a big enough land base to have invited them to
come and stay with us. I still feel this. Wouldn't it be
something to be able to invite all those Indians being
murdered, to come and live under the Tree of Peace until
they could return to their own lands and homes?

And when you look at the repression and genocide, you'll
usually find some dictatorship supported either by the
U.S.A. or the U.S.S.R.And who supplies the weapons for the
killing and the money to feed those armies? You guessed it!

It all breaks down to the on-going insanity which controls
so much of the world. Those two super powers (so-called)
are tearing apart the earth and the people and everything
else, under the pretense of Democracy, Socialism, Com-
munism or whatever the latestism happens to be. The roots
go back to monarchy, for those governments are controlled
by corporations which represent the dreams of too many: an
empire with kings, queens, and even a lew princesses
thrown in. Yes, and they have their own horde-of wealth,
but it ain't in their dragon-guarded dungeons anymore. No,
now it's known as "financial investment '

You know why they don't have dragons guarding their
gold anymore? Because they don't need them! They have
long since become their own dragons. Accumulating wealth
means becoming greedy, which leads to jealousy of others
who might be almost as wealthy as yourself. So you get
yourself an army and go fight to get their wealth.

Look! There's still standing forests in Central and South
America. Lefs get them! Hell, those Indians don't need
them! And that's what they do! And believe me, they justify
it to:them$elvesrqt»tte easily. Anything not being used is be-
ing "wasted", to their minds.

Which could easily take us to our own Indian lands which
hold great stores of oi}> coal, uranium, timber and many
other resources. Watch out! Take every step very cautiously,
cause those people out there want what we have!

And most of all let's watch ourselves as individuals and as
nations. There are many among us right now who have
taken the formula of those others: that wealth equals power.
The only;power derived from wealth is a bigger TV set and
ego. And wealth is an all-consuming passion once it takes
root. -

I'm not saying we should go back to yesterday. That's not
practical. But what we should do is re-evaluate our own
heritage. What was given to us as a-people under the Great
Law? What surpassed the concept of singular wealth was the
welfare of all the people. The persons held in highest esteem
were those who dedicated themselves to their people, their
nation. When food was abundant, everyone ate equally well
Food was stored for winter, and if lean times came, the peo-
ple shared. That is truly a common heritage: sharing.

It might be a good idea for someone who thoroughly
understands the Great Law of Peace, to take it from the
beginning, and break it down into the context of today. For
the Great Law is still the best working system of govern-
ment) for and by people, in existence.

Dear TsiTso,
I am wondering if you can help me out. An on-going war

with our young people is happening.
:they seem to be; fighting a lot lately at the Corner of

Hogansburg.
I wish some of the parents involved would do something

about it before an accident happens.
. . . :'•'-.•• Frustrated

Dear Fox TsiTso,
Recently there has been a lot of fights going on at the four

corners at Hogan. Air the young kids are making this place in-
to an arena.

Our kids are.out there fighting in the evening. Some of
these kids belong to friends of mine. What should we do, tell
the parents, talk to the kids and will they listen?

This problem could get very serious because of the traffic;
what if someone gets hit by a car.

: . What can we do?
Concerned Parent'
(I'm not going to comtnent on this. I hope that parents will
respond. Let's hear from those directly concerned.

' • ' • . • • • ' • " ' • * ' TsiTso

Mohawk Assembly of God

SUNDAY
10:00 School of the Bible
Children & Adult Classes
11:00 Morning Worship Services
Nightly Home Bible Studies

Everyone Welcome

Rev. J.E. Maracle
518-358-2456
One Block off Htvy. 37

Box 339 Akwesasne,
Mohawk Nation 13655


