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Decision Reserved in
Out of Court Settlement

Chenall School — Mr. Petrick's Kindergarten class
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Decides In Favor Of
Settlement

Syracuse, NY 2/21/H5 Judge Munson decided in favor bf
the proposed Reynolds/Alcoa—Cornwall Island Farmers set-
tlement, which he found to be fair, reasonable and adequate.
Including attorney fees, he will issue an order to: hold.;
dispersement of funds, pending an appeal of the case %
anyone.

An attorney for the Ad-Hoc Committee for Akwesasne
Rights, Scott Rodman, filed a motion before the court to fe-
open the hearing, showing a petition that contained:
signatures of 226 out of 1300 class—action members on Cor-
nwall Island who are dissatisfied with the settlement. They
asked the Court to take this into consideration. , .;."•••

They also mentioned the cultural factor, where Native
Americans are reluctant to come in to the Court, as they feel!
the Court has no jurisdiction. There also were references to.
testimony given by relatives of Lawrence Franc is.. Attorney,
Sachse objected to the petition filed by Attorney Roelrnan,
saying there was new evidence 'which strongly contested
the petition to re-open the hearing...because of the lack of .
legibility (and/or eligibilty) on the affadavits that were ob-
tained on Cornwall Island

Some of the- signatures were obtained at bars, one. was a.
signature of a six-year old son of a Counsellor, also the Wife;
of that Counsellor who no longer resides on Cornwall
Island, signatures of some of the people "were signed by the
same person, signatures obtained from children; it was an
improper petition. - ..

Also testimony was given in the three days, Feb. 7, 11 and
12, before Judge Munson by members of the Ad:Hoc,Com-
mittee, and this testimony was referred to as to the eligibility
of signatures on the petition. Peter Burns, who testified he
has not lived on the Island since 1975, had hfs'signature on
the petition, as well as other members-of his family. -,:

Attorney for Alcoa. Donald Winsom, also objected to the
petition for the motion filed by Attorney Rodman, calling in-
to question the validity of some of the signatures; Attorney
Wilson, for Reynolds, also objected to the petition on" the
same grounds as Attorney Winsom. . . •'••.'•'""

Judge Munson stated: "Over the last 5 years extensive
measures were involved in this case, Attorneys Sachse, Win-
som and Smith have done a tremendous job." Munson said
"The fact is, I think the settlement was fair, reasonable and
adequate." Judge Munson also said: "The fact is, the settler
ment did not include emmissions or controls and Sachse hid:.
tried very hard to get these issues into the settlement." .'-.'

—Dianne Swamp

Mohawk Land Rights Meeting
The first stage of the negotiation process to discuss the

Akwesasne Land Rights was held in Syracuse, N.Y.: on
Wednesday, February 13, 1985. The meeting was attended
by representatives from the Band Council* Mike Mitchell and
Billy Sunday. From the Tribal Council were Allan Terrartce,
Leonard Garrow and Larry Pike, and from the Traditional
Mohawk Council were Loran Thompson, Ron LaFrance and
Jake Swamp. •.• , ; - .

The state representative at the meeting was Robert Batson
as the main negotiator, also at the meeting were about ten"
others who are either in charge or who came from different
departments within the State government; Each person had
the opportunity to introduce themselves and also state who
they represented. ' i -

Two people were chosen at this meeting by all those jrTat-
tendance to be in charge of press releases. Ron LaFranceand
Robert Batson will both be issuing future press releases
about the up-coming meetings and informing the general-
public to the on-going negotiations. -, '
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If Is 40% more acidic than normal, or
moderately acidified precipitation. . .
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The acidity or alkalinity of a substance is
measured on a logarithmic scale from 0 to
14, known as pH. A pH of 7 is neutral,
whereas a pH of 14 is extremely basic adda
pH of 1 is extremely acidic. Due to the
logarithmic nature of the scale, a pH of 4 is
10 times more acidic than a pH of 5 and 100
times more acidic than a pH of 6. Un-
polluted rainwater has a maximum acidity
or minimum pH of 5.6. ;.••••-.
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T?etm State Universityand
^Native American Press

Association
NEWSPAPER SURVEY TO BE CONDUCTED FEB 22-23-

Indian Time will be one of the first Native Newspapers
.surveyed nation-wide by the Journalism Department of Penn
State University, who are conducting the Survey for N A P A
all Akwesasne residents who fill out a questionaire will be
kept confidential, no names will be used, the results will be
open to Indian Time, Penn State Journalism and N A P A ,
for use in formulating better response to community con
cerns. .

Please co-operate with the purvey team by filling out the
questionaire when the people come to your house The
survey team will include Penn State people and Akwesasne
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Valentine Birthday
••/••.•.Mary "'•bh wa rie wa thon tha' Thomas was born on

February 14, 1901 in the village of St Regis where she has
resided all her life. Mary has two sons, Levi who resides in
'Kanawake and John who resides in Syracuse N Y Mary also

{ has two grandchildren and tw o great-grandchildren
V • Mary is one of Akwesasne s finest basketweavers She
makes all kinds of sweetgrass baskets of various sizes Some
of her basketry is on display with the Akwesasne Museum,

When asked what would be the major changes that she has
seen over the years, she replied, 'I've seen lots of changes
over the years and I've seen a lot of things in my time The.
children aren't what they used to be, now they stay out late'
at night. It surprises me that parents allow their kids to stay .
put and that they don't tell the children to stay at home in /
the evening." ^
:: Congratulations and Birthday wishes from all your friendjS;:

and relatives. / ^

Photo.- Mary 'On tea rie wa thaniha^Thomasicelebraiesher
184th birthday at the Senior Citizens Center, mtzrywas born
pn.Februaxy 14, 1901. i

Membership Committee
.;••.'••:•:[ :;••' V R e p o r t

On Saturday, February 15, 1985, the St. Regis Mohawk
Tribal Membership Committee held a meeting at the Com-
munity Building with approximately 25 persons in atten-
dance. The membership committee has seven members and
their goals are to examine the current rules of membership

'.."to. the Tribal Council rolls and to change the requirements to
those: rules if needed. The results will be brought up in a
referendum vote in June, 1985, •.' ".•'.

It is important to note that while these co.mmirtee
members are working toward revising the roll requirements
they need input from the community. If it is possible, plan to
;attend and give information to help the commijttee pn what
you would want to be included. The committee has worked
four and a half months on this project in a series of mini
meetings with Julius "Speed" Herne being appointed by the
Tribal, Council to chair the committee meetings.

•-}'- The issues that the committee are working on arethe dou-
ble mother standard, duo membership, women? rights, as of
yet there are no eligibility guildlines arid these are areas that
has to be looked into, , ;.'/•;",: :

Community can watch for notice in the upedmirig issues
of Indian Time and announcements on CKCtN radio to be in-
formed of the next meeting. Please plan-to attend theŜ e im-
portant meetings, its your future thats being decided.
Anyone wishing for more information or would like to make
suggestions can contact Julius "Speed" Herne.

Special Notice from the
Animal Disease Project

. Over the past two months the animal monitoring of 1985,
the animal disease project has acquired Kelly Mitchell and
Tyler Sunday an Animal Disease Investigators to assist the St.
Regis Police Department. We will be endeavoring to in-
vestigate all animal occurances reported to the police by the
St. Regis Health Representatives.

: January to February 12, 1985
15 animal occurances in Quebec
Animals Tested

. 5 foxes-r-5. positive
4 dogs -r 1 positive
2 cats — negative
• I cow — negative

In all six cases of rabies, all medical and police procedures
were followed. It has been necessary to
during this period. In order to avoid. '\g&M&$$l!$&& »*tjua-
tions, it is necessary for all Reserve Res]

Ad Hoc Committee Holds
Press Conference

The members of the Ad Hoc Committee for Akwesasne.
Rights held a press conference at the Snye Recreation Hall on
Saturday, February 15, 1985. Dr. Robert Pritheard, the com-
mittee's spokesman with Attorney, Scott Rodman, Lawrence
Francis and Esther Thompson, wife of one of the farmers
who is included in the out-of-court settlement again stated
their reasons for opposing the $650,000 settlement, which
will be decided «in Thursday, February 21, at the court
Building in Syracuse, N.Y.

Esther Thompson is one of the members of the Ad Hoc
Committee and wife of one of the farmers who had signed
the settlement agreement, Mr. James Thompson. Mrs,
Thompson does hot agree to the settlement because it does
not include controls of the fluoride emissions. Mrs. Thomp-
son Stated "The issue of the toxic flouride emissions from
;the Alcoa and Reynolds plants has been completely ignored.
When we Were in court I told the Reynolds lawyer that the
land was polluted and my ten children and twenty-two
grandchildren can'tuse the land." "What can 1 tell them, so I
told the lawyers, even if you gave me *1 million I wouldn't

• . t a k e - i t ; " / v ^ P - , ' ' • . • • • ' - . . ' •": .- - • • . • • • ' . ' • "•

who was the Band Chief when the law
aid "I think we had a fair hearing; but

cf here is the pollution. When the flsn are
' ivfc a choice whjether to eat it or n/Dt. with

We have no choice, we breathe it. The
to fight-it." Lawrence said be was

jto;be back in the court whenjudge Howard
G. Munson gives his decision *
. According;;.itp the Ad Hoc Attorney Scott Rodman if the

Judge's decision isn't favorable they will appeal the decision.
: Attorney Scott said '-it is a hearing to decide if the settlement
is fair, adequa t̂e and reasonable."

The spokesman for the Ad Hoc Committee is Dr. Robert
Prithcatd fromi Syracuse, N.Y. who is helping the members
of the committee in the battle to oppose the out-ot-court set-
tlement. He has Stated that the committee opposes, the settle-
ment for two reasons: one, there is no emissions control and
second, btecause rip where in the desent degree is there,
anything about the toxic emission of the plants.

The Ad Hoc Committee members were allowed by Judge
Miinson W state their reasons for their opposition to the set-
tlement on February 7, 1 l^and the 12. Only Judge Munson's
decision will tell what the next move will be by the Ad.Hoc
Coirimitteev who are concerned with the flouride emissions
over the Akwesasne Community.

: , Dianne Swamp ,

Native^ American Center for
^ Inc.

Niagara Falls, New York..*The Native American Center for
the Living Arts will be conducting a Native American Poet
Search for UNPUBLISHED Native American Poets. The.
search consist of Native American poets submitting works
they feel should be viewed by a panel of poets; Poets are asIT
ed to submit 2-5 poems which best represents their work.
The Native American Center for the Living Arts will begin ac-
cepting work after February 7th until March 22nd. The panel
will review work and select one poet to read at The Turtle
on April 12, and to be published in the Greenfield Review's
next poetry publication.

Thereto no age limit on poets, requirement is that the poet
was never published. The gist of this search is to give an un-
published poet his first working reading, and his work
published j&a well known publication. The poet will also be
feature^
Quarterly.

tot the'
expenses

«>r tA
American

work in our in-hour tabloid, the Turtle

:'s reading he will be brought to The Turtle, all
toreadon April 12 th.

w|sh|hg to submit work, send to: Native
Search, ATTNi Bruce King, NACLA, 25 Rain-,._* Search, TT Brc

bow Mai}, Niagara Falls, NY, 14303.

thc
(1) Restrict movement of animals td y<
(2) Acquire all necessary inoculations for yt>uf

. veterinary as soon as possible;, ' J

0 ) Report any strange animal tx
Representatives, or the St. Regis
Animal Disease Investigators, -Kx&y'ffljk
iPhone^S^OOQ. ; • . ' j ' . ^ .

Your continued help jn ti

,*Ncw York...The Native American Center for
^w^Ube opening a new play, LAND SALE, by
-"', HANAY pEIOQAMAH, at the Turtle on

nfy pi, 198§. The play will be directed by
J-%i and wti$ be performed by the Turtle's

p |f«DIAN TIME THEATRE,
i with the issue of land, its im-

jishing that leads to
1 the impact of

family. The

Judge Howard B. Munson reserved decision in the out-of-
court settlement case between the Alcoa and Reynolds plants
of Massena versus the Cornwall Island Farmers, until
February 21, 1985 at 2 pm.

The out-of-court settlement is to cover damages to the cat-
tle on Cornwall Island from the fluoride emissions. Twelve
farmers from Cornwall Island stand to receive 1650,000 in
the settlement, which wili be used to upgrade their cattle,
buy hay, pay for consultants who wHI help the farmers with
the management of their cattle and for the legal fees owed to
Attorney Harry Sashse's legal firm which has handled this
case since February, 1980.

Three days of lengthy testimony given by the members of
Ad Hoc Committee for Akwesasne Rights, which is the group
opposing the settlement headed by ex-Band Councii Chief
Lawrence Francis. It was stressed throughout the pro-
ceedings that the settlement had nothing to do with any
future health claims that could be brought to court. The last
health claim was dismissed without prejudice because of the
Mt. Sanat Health Study which showed-inconclusive evidence
of health damage related to the fluoride emissions from the
plants. The settlement agreement was only for the damages
that were found in the cattle which belonged to the Corn-
wall island farmers.

Judge Howard G. Munson allowed Scott Rodman, At-
torney for the Ad Hoc Committee to put approximately
twelve people on the stand, the first was Lawrence Francis.
Mr. Francis gave a history of the farming background of his
family and of other members of the community and the ef-
fects the pollution has had on crops and cattle in Akwesasne.
The two major concerns that the members of the Ad Hoc
Committee members had, which Mr. Francis stressed are:
that there were no stipulations in the settlement agreement
which would lower the emissions of fluoride from the plants
and the other concern was the amount of the legal fee that
was to be paid to Harry Sashse, Attorney for the Band Coun-
cil. • • ; • • • • • : . • • •

All of the Ad Hoc witnesses expressed the same concerns.
The witnesses were George Delormie, Elijah Benedict, Mary
White, Esther Thompson, Andy Square, Luke Thompson
and Debbie Seymour, Out of all these witnesses only one
person was actually a member named in the class suit. He
was Elijah Benedict, Cornwall Island farmer. The rest of the
witnesses were sons, wives, daughters, or related somehow
to the farmers from Cornwall Island. The nitsljdrity of̂  the
testimony that these witnesses gave also expressed the same
eraispions control concerns that, had^been earlier given by
Lawrence Fralncis. These witnesses gave their farming
background and stated that crop failures had to do with the
fluoride emissions. The validity of their testimony will be
weighed by Judge Munson when he gives his decision on the
out-of-court settlement agreement.

Attorney Sashse, Band Council lawyer on behalf of the
Cornwall Island farmers gave his summation as to why they
agreed to accept the settlement, Attorneys Smith and Win-
som for Alcoa and the Reynolds plants of Massena also gave
their summation as to why they were willing to pay the out-
of-court settlement of 1650,000. Scott Rodman, Attorney for
the Ad Hoe Committee gave his statement as to why they op-
posed the settlement agreement. Judge Howard Munson will
decide if the settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate for
all concerned in this case.
: Dianne Swamp

Rabid Fox Killed in St. Regis
Village

..'• A three month old husky, named Max, belonging to Laurie
King in the Village of St. Regis, had to be destroyed after the
pup was attacked by a rabid fox. The incident took place oh
the evening of February 12, 1985, at the residence of Annie
King. The dog kept barking and crying and was causing such
a disturbance that Richard Garrow, Laurie's boyfriend went
to check on the pup and found a fox attacking the pup.

Richard beat the fox with the butt end of a BB gun and
knocked the fox unconscience for a minute and giving the
puppy a chance to escape. The puppy ran on the porch and
when the fox came to, it chased the pup onto the porch.
This time Richard used a hockey stick to kill the fox. The St.
Regis Police were called and they sent the fox carcass to the
lab to be checked, meanwhile the puppy was destroyed
because of the high probability of its' being infected by the
fpx, . . - • -;;

: : •
On Thursday morning, February 14, the test results con-

firmed that the fox was indeed rabid. Both Richard Garrow
and Laurie King will have to undergo the rabies inoculation
series, because they handled the puppy that was bitten by
the fox.

If at any time you or anyone comes into contact with an
animal that is highly suspected to be infected, it is of the ut-
most importance to your health and safety to contact the
authorities as soon as possible, so that you can be advised as
what to dp in such a situation. Randy Hart has suggested that
all owners of pets should keep watch as to any unusual
behavior. If one animal attacks another or if a fox is involved
then there would be a probability of rabies then the animal
will have to be destroyed.

Another suggestion from the Animal Disease Investigators,
Kelly Mitchell and Tyler Sunday is that if anyone shoots a fox
to try not to destroy the head of the animal for this is the part
that is sent to the lab for testing. Gall 575-2000 and ask for
Kelly or Tyler for more information.

rbasic issue of land concerning Native Americans is interna^
tionai. It affects indigenous peoples throughout this
hemisphere. — ;

INDIAN TIME THEATRE is in its third year at The Turtle
and will be the second time working with a new play, at first
being WHISPERS FROM THE OTHER SIDE by Bruce King,
in the summer of 1982, . • -

LAND SALE, at The Turtle, March 23 and 24, 7:30 p.m.
performances. Admission is 1300 per person. Special pric.es
for groups available. For more information contact: Bruce
King, NACLA, 25 Rainbow Mall, Niagara Falls, NY, H303, or
call {716) 284-2427. ,


