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T REPUINTER BY M RSN OF COMONIL. L FLATUM S SAW FRANCISCO..

“if we pull this o“ we'll

uffalo ,lan at Onondaga
Hai yebn-twas stories

“There was a Jamily ibat betonged to the. Buffalo Clan. They
3 m:ﬁlr ‘robes, ‘There was a time when their

O nmntmm ‘many, the Buffalo Clan was tbe strongest and pro- -
D udest ofa}lm Clans, Tbelr territory streicbed as far as the eye
- conld see: waichoaldn't think of anotber family besides tbeirs

" that was k]l Tbc once proud and strong Buﬂ'alo Clgn now Hved

" -bebind @ fence.

 milhsveeds appeared in the spring to eat, along with ripe, red
© . strawbeérries. Wbatever else the Clan neceded .tbeir Onondaga
" brothers ‘would sbare with tbem, this was the way of the

. Pcmaber Still, there were those who remembered when tbe . :', Buffalo. They were about to turn bach, when they beard the songs

Baffalo roanied the country as far as an eagle’s eye could see.

- - The:women of the Buffalo Clan got restless in the spring. Many
" soere Mnan{ and wisbed to find new bomes for their growing

Jamilies.

"Ity too crowded bere " Let’s Sfind somefresb water ' ‘l.et s ﬂnd ~

. some new; gnen Slelds,’ the Buffalo women whispered. to their
_ - busbands

-, Hstem,
< 'Ne, we can "t go lbrougb the fence. It was put there to protect us

from the people of the No Clan. If we leave bere we will be kllled, '

o “ ‘like the otbers who bave dissappeared before us.’ .
. Tbe iomeén would cease their whispering. For that nigm

" .But :as spring warmed up and the women grew beavier, the . -

S wblaper{ng began again and tben increased. Soon the men’s
. . mind$ grew clouded. They forgot their own warnings. . .
. 'Why A0 we bave 6 stay bebind the fence?’ they asked each otber,

‘Do ipe %ot bélong to the Buffalo Clan? The strongest and oldest of -

O all the Clam'?’ The whisperings went on.
‘One women ivbo was known 1o be extremely strong-wﬂled one

day, gatbered. ber robes together and broke tbrougb the fence.*,

- That ended the whisperings and all debates.
. ‘Follow me,’ she called, ‘We are free!’

"The men of the Buffalo Clan laugbed and said ‘Woman you are

'brave and. strong, but we sball lead.’
., Witha great.deal of laughter and joy, some aof the Buj]‘alo Clan
o gatberpd ‘thelr robes togetber and with one look over tbelr

‘- shoulders, tbey went through the opem'ng to freedom. (And }nto .

. the land ofNo Clan.)

.. - Not all left the fence, of course, some stayed in tbe bomelands.
‘There would always be some wbo stayed in the bomelands.

- “Qur bonte-is bere. Tbere is nothing left for us out there, except

- dealb Stay bere,’ The older wiser Buffalo counseled the younger
. ones. Bm tbe young always bear voices that no one else bears and
. those voices that called were stronger and clearer to them.

“No, Grandfatber Look! I can see green fields down there in the :

Avalley Let’s:go down there. What barm can it do? It’s not far out-

side tbe ferice. Those apple blossoms are sweet and delicate The .

- Crealor provided them for us.’

- 'Young Ones, the men of the No Clan do not tbank tbe Creator. .
He bas, forgonen bouw. He does not bear Motber Earth’s song of life -
‘and creation. He bears the song of death and destruction He'is

. bent on destroylng us all. ’
The young warriors could not would not listen.
Tbe tbunder of the Buﬁalo on the move roared lbrougb the

» " -valley. and tbe. smell of the apple blossoms grew stronger and -

. stroviger. The Bu_[falo men snitled and gave thanks to the Creator.

VTbe svomen gave cries as if winning in the peachstone game and.
" they foo; gave thanks, The cbildren, who bad never seen so many - .

C -apple blossoms in one place, bad a bard time stopping to glve

o tbanks, ‘buit. tbey did. Nor did the Buffalo Clan eat everytbing they

. _saw, but passed the _ﬂrst blossoms, as this too, s the way of the

Peacemaker.” When all customs were observed, the Buﬂalo Clan , ple were bome again.’

ate. And ‘ate.

© Suddenly there was thunder. Not the natural kind that the Buf o
|- falo madewhen they were on the move, not the natural kind. of the

borse . brotber s Booves as they struck the Earth, not the natural

T kind of Thunder People of the western skies; but an- unnatural .
. kind; a sharp, ‘cracking kind, a deathful kind. The strong-willed

, Buﬂ'alo woman fell to ber knees.

b ‘A powerful ‘bee has stung me!' She fell over. ‘Her boy,
" Tioneratoken, rusbéd over and cried, ‘Mama, Mama, get up!’ She

' - did not-bear bim. The otber ivomen of the Clan urged ber to gel up.
- She did not move. Her spirit bad departed. The Buffalo men look-

.. ed at ber and saw the mark the bee bad left; it was a small bole, riot .

" lqrge about the size of an.apple blossom. Dark, rich blood fell on
. Ibe grouml at ber boy’s feet. ‘What kind of bee did this?’ everyone
" wondered, -

Agam the unnatural thunder rang out, sbort and sbarp to lbe ‘

ears. ‘Anotber Buffalo woman, fat with child, fell to the ground.

- “Then men looked. 10 the skies, but the women looked 10 the busbes '
L wbere the noise came from. There, croucbed bldlng was a man oj‘_ oo

. lbe No Clan

¥ ALENTINE

nlgb! At ﬂrsl the men of the Bujfalo Clan would nol. .

_ them 10 come bowme and they did. bub, pa,
- right. ls everyone ready for bed?”’ Kim nodded and tbe three of
. tbem wem upslairs to bed.

'Stop uudlng yoarbns. mnmlommm A
mmofNoaaucowmmme He sent

- mwmcomuﬂmmmmwﬂwu Sbc
'-mo,fcaaownanam:pimm :

. Things began 1o look desperate. “This man does #ot understand
us. How can wsﬁoplmuﬁ'om sending bis bees? We must stop bim
Jrom Rilling our people.’ The chief Warrior whose duty it (s to pro-
tect the Clan, muumcbcmmmmmmus The
luuug ues mm oou ‘and sm; bim. - -

Tbe Warrlors began singing the songs ' that they learned wbeu

. "
"Life bebind. the fence wasn’t all bad. Food was plentifui and. '8¢y Jound their purpose (n Ufe; {8 was aiso their dewth song. Thelr

N w&m wdg mrby -Their bomes swere comfortable. Sweet, green.*.' same. Their voices were “n_n””pmmc,“mr”w Wlndwbo

.'.tooh pity on the Buffalo Clan.

‘voices joined togetber, each song different, yet some bow tbe

: rry these songs 10 the men of Onondags,’ the Wind was told.
‘l’be men Jrom Onondaga were searcbing for their brotbers, the

“ of the Buffalo carried by the Wind. They followed tbe Wind back to

~ tbeé place of death.

. With extreme dismay, the men from Onoudaga saw the bodies.of
tbe Buffalo whose spirits bad departed. They were about to ask the
Buffaio to return bome when one young warrior rusbed toward
the busbes. A sharp crack rang out and the young Buffalo fell

- Motber Earth beéld out ber arms and welcomed the brave young
- warrior bome. The Onondagas saw the man ﬁ‘om No Clan biding

ity the busbes with bis gun.
_‘Stop shooting tbe Buffalo!’ they demnded
‘They attacked me,’ be answered back,’ I'tl kill them all.’
- ‘Stop shooting and we’ll tell them to go bome.”
" The man from No Clan laugbed. ‘You ilalk to these dumb

7. animals? bab! You ain’t never going to get them bome. The only

tb!ng they understand is tbis.’ He beld up bis gun and sbook i1.
The men of Omondaga bad patience, tbis, also, fis ibe
Peacemahcr s svay. They turned their backs on the man from No

*  Clan. Tbey knew be would not understand mmg dealt with blm

Jor two bundred years aiready.
< ‘Go bome, brothérs. Go bome to your Gmndfatbers They are

. waiting to welcome you back. There is nothing for you bere, but

dealb Go back.’ -
‘What you say is right. Onondaga brotbers. ‘We- already bave

s many mourning songs to sing. We bave many motberiess children,
" siow.. This man of No Clan does not understand us. We will go

bome.’ They, t0o, turned their backs on the man of No Clan and
went bome. They did not see bis eyes bug out in wonder. They did

" not see bim standing tbere speecbless. Thetr bearts were too full of
© . sorrow, their eyes too full of tears, their ears too full of mourning

songs.
‘The Buffalo went back to tbeir bomekmd. When they reacbed the

. fence, they found the spot the stronged-willed woman bad knocked
.. -down. There was tbe Old Grandfatber Cblef walling, ‘Welcome
‘ back ‘young ones.’

Onie by one, the people began jumping through the fence, the
cblldren, the women and tbe warriors, until all that was leff was

. the young motberless boy, Tioneratoken, Tioneratoken was (00
. [ young to jump tbrough the fence ‘svitbout the belp bis motber
.. would bave given bim. He ran up and down the fence looking for a

spot 10 fjump through. No luck, be couldn’t find an opening. All the

., heople on the otber side of tbe fence siood genily giving en-
- couragement, gently giving advice. Try as be might, be could not
" find a way into the fence. He stood looking disparagingly at bis

people 5o far away and yet there tbey were, just on tbe otber side of
the fence. His beart filled with despair, be was about to cry, when

.. suddenly be was airborne, flying over the fence. He landed on the

otberside, unburt, but extremely puzzled. Al first, be thougbt that
the Creator had seen- bis dilemma and bad given bim wings, but

. then be beard the deep grumbllng laugb of the old Grandfatber

Cbief
" A threw. you over.”
Tbe grandfatber Cbief. jumped over the fence and tbe Buffalo

‘Hat yebn-twas was sitting by the stove bold{ng bis young son Cha

'Adeyb-beyt in bis arms. His wife, Kim bad just come bome from tbe
- bospital where sbe was a first year resident. Sbhe looked tlred
- “He’s asleep.*’ Hai yebn-twas wbispered.

. “"What did you do, tell bim one of your stories?’’ Kim smiled as

"~ sbe.sipped some cold coffee.

" ‘‘Yeab, I was just telling bim about bow we brought the Buffalo
bome the last time tbey left the fence. Remember that? A couple of
years ago?”’

“They gave you guys a good chbase. Too bad that White 2Zuy bad

- . to sboot those Jemales. How did you men geét them to come back
' anyway?”

'Cha deyb-beyt’s eyes popped open and be said, ‘‘They just asked
bub?”’ “‘Yeab, you're

Nancy Jubnson
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