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Sports Section
Salmon River Central Arena

Ice Schedule
Monday — Feb. 1 l th
iJ 2:00 Varsity
^ " North Franklin Hockey

H Hogan Men •
s .^) - 9:30 Fort Men "
Tuesday — Feb. 12th
12-2 Varsity
i (-. NFS Hockey
(' H) North Franklin Figure
Wednesday - Feb. 13th
12-3 Shamrocks
'. *> Public Skating
^ - l o North Franklin Hockey
Thursday — Feb. 14th
12 - > Vasity

t Public Skating
1•> l> Shamrocks
" t̂ * 10.30 Fort Men
Friday — Feb. 15th
i 2 3 Shamrocks
> <><> u North Franklin Hockey
no Ogtlensburg vs. Salmon League Game

I'M 1:30 Hogan Men
Saturday — Feb. 16th
s 1J North Franklin Hockey
i 2 I Tom Smith
1 2 \\ cstsville Boys
2 i Uogan Men over 30
i * NFS Hockey
^ It) Public Staking
Sunday - Feb. 17th
i J North Franlin Hockey •

.! i Public- Skating
t " shamrocks
' lo 30 Hogan Men

Saint Regis, the
Shrouded Nation

H. Lkkers
! he shores of die great rivers have always been the bir-

r'lpl.Kes of great civilizations The Nile, Tigres, Euphrates,
'. .m!/e. Indus, and the Volga have all spawned both nations
.mi.! the concepts which make up the beliefs of the modern
- i it s\. North America is no exception in this regard. Long
'..•iwic the coming of the white race, the mighty St.
; !>'. icnce was the home of a culturally advanced civilization.
i a- ilow of this river had dominated the life and cultures of
•:•• people who lived on its banks. It provided food,
iij.^portation, and inspiration for the budding nation. The
M Lawrence River, with its many tributaries, was rich in
:^h fowl, and game. The people who lived on its deep
.liiuvium grew corn, vegetables, and other food to support
'!K-ii society. It became the basis by which the Mohawks.of.
i'u 11oquois confederacy grew strong.

I he harsh environment made planning and co-operation
•:K only means for the people to survive. Out of theirjieeds
•new a government and concept of government which has
: in used by two great nations of the world. Thomas jeffer-
- >n. when writing the constitution of the United States, used
the Iroquois concept of'a confederacy as a basis for the new
i. public Karl Marx, in "Das Kapital," used the Iroquois con-
uderacy as an example of the early forms of communism. It
:s quite paradoxical that although each of the superpowers
had their stems in a common belief, they cannot get together.*
M ( ' W . • , . ' • ' . ' - ' •

1 he long history of the Iroquois people has bound themto*
the soil, both physical in farming and hunting, and also
culturally. The people of St. Regis say that, "the people do
not make the land, it is the land which makes the.people." In :
many ways we see the current rise of environmental
awareness as the first manipulation of the white race by land.
In the beginning, the immigrants ravaged the land to supply
their physical needs, but now the influences of the land's
spirit is turning the philosophy of growth to one of apprecia-
tu >n This could be the salvation of the western society. This
path will not be an easy path, but will be fraught with pro-
blems; co-operation and planning will be the only path to
survival.

4'Welfare...was not needed, because the.
environment was strong"

The-Mohawk people of St. Regis, like their forefathers,
have depended upon the land and river for food and inspira-
tion. They lived on these lands before either Canada pr
1 nited States existed. Canada owes particular thanks to
these Mohawks, because of their contribution in the great
wars In 1812, Great Britain and the U.S.A. were at war, the
Mohawk people sided with the British and many important
battles were fought. The Iroquois Indian, at the-battle of
Heaver Dam. stopped an invading force of Americans from
sei/.ing all of Southern Ontario. The St. Regis Mohawks were
used as guerilla fighters and scouts at the Battle of Queenstori
Heights. After the peace between Britain and the USA was ;
signed, treaties were made with the Iroquois and Mohawk
nation as "faithful allies." A buffer zone along the St.
I awrence was given to the Mohawks to guard Canada from
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attacks by the United States It could be said that without the
iroquois participation in this war, Canada would not exist to-

' d a y . ; '•••".'•.•; ' " • . • • / . '

Our belief in freedom also led to Mohawk participation in
the first and second world wars Although Indians cannot be
Conscripted into the army, a significant portion of the male
population went to war. The Mohawk nation,,seeing Nazism
was a threat to individual rights, declared war on Germany.
With this declaration, Indian battalions fought in some of the

•..'.•most furious fights in Europe, and later in the Pacific, t h e
''Mohawk" cut of hair, became the symbol of the Allied
•Paratrpopers at Normandy, because they respected the
/Mohawk quality of a warrior. Virtually every family on the
St. Regis reserve lost some member to the war effort.

; The great depression of the. 30's was another, tifne in
which the Mohawks proved their concern for the people of
Canada and the United States. The Mohawk people saw star-

Ovation and despair in the faces of the non-Indian. The elders
tin the reserve tell how they gave up jobs off the reserve so
that "your society could.feed your people, we can return, to
the soil for our help." At this time, many people returned to
iiie reserve and made a good living by fishing, hunting, and ;

.farming. Welfare even in time of economic depression was
not neededj because the environment was strong.

V ? The: concept of the Mohawk Nation helped St; Regis
."through"hard times by using internal and external trade. St.

Regis's rich lands and waters supplied fish, milk, cream,
potatoes, corn, meat and other commodities to Oka,
Caughnawaga, and other Mohawk and Iroquois reserves;
Potatoes and corn are still traded between the reserves. In-
ternal trade was used to distribute food types from one part

' of the reserve to the other. ; ' . . • ' ; • ,- ;

' The St. Regis Akwesasne Indian Reserve is located on the
St. Lawrence river. Although there is but one nation, it is ar-
tificially divided between Canada and the United States. .
Within Canada, the two provinces of Quebec and Ontario
lay claim to portions of the reserve, The jay'Treaty-allowed.'

, free cross-border access to the Mohawks. The barter of
goods by the Indians could cause international ami federal
-—provincial incidents. Part of the reserve is geographically V
separated into three regions. Cornwall Island and the other
Islands of the St. Lawrence, St. Regis Village, and Snye. Each
of these areas are-important--because .-of the environments
•they support. :

Cornwall Island is an agricultural and fishing community.
Many hori-Indian people pass through the community
without knowing they have been on Indian reserve, because .
the main international bridge crosses the St. Lawrence here,
Cornwall Island also supports the Mohawk lacrctese stick fac-
tory, one of very few in North America. A school, restaurant,
garage, and a reconstructed Iroquois village are also located
.on the Island.
; St, Regis Village is a small town located on a peninsula bet-
ween the St. Regis and Racquette-Rivers-. 'Quebec lays claim
to this part of the Mohawk nation, but it cannot be reached
by land without having to pass through the United States.
Everyday people who work in Cornwall must cross the
border to go to work. The St. Regis Band Council and the St. .
Regis Environmental Division are located here. Many public
amenities are also located in St. Regis.

: The region known as Snye or Chenail is most noted for its.
marshes and trapping. These marshes are very important to
the economy-, of the reserve. They are also rich in wildlife
potential. Nesting waterfowl, a large population of musk-rats,1—•

'.. and voumerous other species of. Canadian..'wildlife' utilize
these areas. The ecological necessity of this area became ap-
parent when we realized that it is the only vast area of marsh
between Montreal and -Gananpque. Wise Indian manage-
ment techniques have been used to maintain this marsh, and
cattle forage was, until recently, harvested from the marsh to ;
help support the reseryes cattle industry. : ,

The many islands of the region with their associated flora
and fauna, have made the St. Lawrence the playground of
Canada. These islands, property of the St. Regis Band, with
' theiE associate, marsh, support a.large variety of fisjj species.
These fish species are vital to the reserve.Us a food- supply
and are a Valuable tourist resource for both Canada and the
United States, ,'/ ;

The••.'-American" portion of the reserve is an area rich in
• farming, with good stands of .mixed forests!'The- ghost of the
famous white pine forest still remains here. Deer, beaver,
and muskrats once supported an avid trapping and hunting
economy; The pickerel which run-up the Racquette and St.
Regis rivers have long been famous throughput the St.

; Lawrence region. The'Mohawk Longhou.sc of the eastern
gate is situated in Hogansburg. Kanonhsishc, the LongbOuse,
reminds the non-Indian races that the Mohawk language and
culture are not dead. In fact, on all portions of the reserve,
the Mohawk language and culture is still the mainstay of the
community. -^ - . ! • ' . • . . \~.

Although each region of the- reserve is different en-
vironmentally, the spirit o f the Mohawk people binds the

preserve together. As old Indian methods of medicine,
religion, and technology mingle with the western society,
the quality and standards of the Mohawk people expands.
This expansion has been.^possible-because' of the com-
plementary aspects of the new and old ways. !

' T h e P r e s e n t V . . -• ' • • ' - . • ' • ' - ' • - • ' ! . - '•''.'...•'• ' •.'.-. •'''.

At present all is not well with the Mohawks of the St. Regis
/reserve. The technology of the western society has eroded
the environment to such an extent that the cultural and en-
vironmental foundation-of our society has been .seriously .
damaged. One of the first disruptions was the largest
technical 'project ever undertaken in/Canada and! the United
States. The St. Lawrence Seaway is-of great benefit to the in-
dustrial community of Canada and the United States, r ? u t .
damaged the environment which supports the Mohawk peo-

: ' i O \ ' ' • ' : ' " • ' ' ' '
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The Mohawk people, were fold that jobs on the Seaway
would make our people rich, but this was a boom and bust
economy. Much like the pipeline stories of today, and their
effects on Northern communities, the St. Regis Indians were
probably the original people to feel such effects. Young men
foresodk the traplines and fishing to make big money on
steel, but now are looking for ways to regain the old en- .
vifonmental arts. It has not taken 30 years of concerted ef-
fort to regain these old skills. A fisherman is not trained over-
night; it takes years of-living on the river to feel the ebb and
flow of the ffsh runs. But the Seaway also disturbed the fish
runs, and sinews 1054', modified the marsh environments by
raising the water levels.

(This article:&/f'jwan'd in 'The Rezz" )ieirs/>af>er hi ll)H(>.)

To be continued in the next issue of I.T. (Vol. 3, No. 4)

The Museum of the American
Indian News

"So the Spirit Flotys" brings Native American artists and
artisans to theMuseum to demonstrate traditional and con-
temporary art forms. The program also features an artistrin-
residence and a display case for continually changing ex-
hibitsi of contemporary Native American art^
The schedule for visiting artists is as follows: . . . - . -

FEBRUARY 19-20 ' ; • . ' _
Tammy Tarbelj (Mohawk) Potter

MARCH 26-3b
David Bradley (Ojibway) Painter

APRIL 23-26 "•••-
Mazatl Galihda (Nahuatl) Musical Instruments of Pre-

Columbian Mexico and Meso-America
MAY 14-18

AdamvFortunate Eagle (Ojibway) Ceremonial Pipes and
Sculptures : :
Contact: Elizabeth A. Beim, Director of Public Relations, or
Mdry B. KeiK Assistant (212) 283-2420.

* ECHO THRIFT SHOP
LADIES: Are you Interested lo saving money on clothes?
Stylish yet reasonably priced Jeans, stretch pants,
dresses, skirts, sweaters, blouses, shoes, coats, jackets,
bats, boots, nightgowns and robes, maternity clothes,
scarves, Jewelry (new or old) and more...or perhaps you
have clothes you'd like to sell. If so stop in at ECHO
THRIFT SHOP located hi Hogansburg at the first house
behind Chico's mobll station.

phone 358-2302
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The Burden Basket
When asked, "Ju s t what j S night, anyway?"

Coyote closed his eyes,
placed his burden basket over his' head
and began-making the sounds of hoot owl.

"So, that is night!"
his nephew ventured,
eyeing his uncle doubtfully.

"No, nephew," Coyote said,
removing the burden basket from his head,
"that is someone .trying to show night
in. a. foolish way."

"Well, then," nephew began, but
Coyote quickly picked up a big stick
and hit/his, nephew over, thie head.

Nephew fell and sat on the ground stunned.
After recovering somewhat,
he reached for the burden basket
and drew it over himself.

Nephew's younger brother
had watched all this in silence. -

Coyote had long since gone his way.
It was growing dark,

the sky was an emptiness,
a blackness filled all space to bursting.

Younger brother thought to lift the basket
to see if his brother was all right. —

The-stars of the Sky Path.spilled out.
He dropped the basket,

but curiosity won out,
and again he, lifted it,
— and the moon was within,
eclipsed by the basket's rim.

He raised the basket further
and the moon tumbled out
and went rolling into space.

He lookedjnside the basket and saw
that darkest night now lived
in the basket.
His brother wasn't within.

So this is why
they make burden baskets,
he thought, sitting down
and drawing the basket

over his head.

Sparkling Clean Distilled Water
For Your Family

For more information.-
Andy & Irene Cook

" - •. . ' • • ' : ' Rt. 37 ' : -..
Akwesasne N. Y. 13655

(5 IB) 358-2982

Route 37, St. Regis Mohawk Reservation

Restaurant
Garage

Trij*
Lounge ^

New Snack Bar in Garage

Telephone:
358-9905 Restaurant
358-9518 Truck Stop
Garage Open 2 4 Hours

THE M.E. AVERY COMPANY

MILL SUPPLIES
WELDING SUPPLIES

MEDICAL QXYGEN & SUPPLIES
FIRE & SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Established 1911
6 Railroad Street Telephone 769-2477

MASSENA, NEW YQR% 13662

Chateaugay St,
Ft. Cqvington. NY

! < M > >\< '!, ' ( , M i ' I , J l . " h

COMPANY Mohawk Assembly of God

SUNDAY
10:00 School of the Bible
Children & Adutt Classes
11:00 Morning Worship Services
Nightly Home Bible Studies

Everyone Welcome
Rev. J,E. Maracle
518-353-2456
One Block off Hwy. 37

bo* 399 Akwawme.
MMwwk Nttton 15655
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