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Of the Mayas, "No other race in the world, ever approach-

ed them in the complexity, the extent and the beauty of their
stone sculptures. Ihey were thoroughly alive to the ini-
portance of good roads, and built a veritable network of
highways linking their cities with outlying districts.

About their holy cities, splendid roads radiated into the.'.-<
country to enable pilgrims to visit the shrines and temples
with greater ease, and Chitzen Itza and other Mayan Meceas
•were connected by means of high roads with practically,
every town or center of importance in the empire. The prac-
tical side of their nature is also proved by the heights they at-
tained in scientific matters. As I have said; they developed.
and perfected an astounding written language, they devised
a most excellent calendar; they invented an arithmetical
system superior to that of any other race, and their
astronomical and mathematical knowledge was extraor-
dinary. Towers with narrow slits served for their obser-

' vatories, and by means of these, and by use of gigantic sun-
dial-like arrangements of great stone monoliths geometrical-
ly placed, and by what must have been most complex
mathematical problems, they were able to calculate the
movements of the heavenly bodies, to foretell eclipses, to
compute the phases of the moon, the declination of the sun;
the time of the solstices, and in fact every astronomical .event---
of any importance or consequence. They also possessed, an
intimate knowledge of physics and (if geometrical laws arid
theories, and they were marvelously skilled draftsmen."

"In addition to all these attainments, the Mayas had
developed many purely industrial arts. They wove beautiful •
textiles, they possessed wonderful dyes, they made pottery
of the highest quality. They were expert metal workers, arid,
they made paints and pigments of every color that were so
enduring and fast that they have withstood the elements, the :
wear and tear of countless centuries, and are still as bright
and fresh as the day they were laid on." .' .' "' ' .//

The A/tecs established councils, civil and military, for the
trial ot persons charged with crime. A strict and wise system
of laws and courts protected the common citizens. Crinie
and disorder were severely suppressed- From the very
cradle, children were taught courtesy and self control, The
speech used by the Aztec father, when sending!his son out
into the world contains advice which might well be given, to-
dav "Re\ere and salute thy elders," he saidv "and -never..
show them any sign of contempt. Console the poor and -.un-
fortunate with kind words. Do not talk too much arid/never-.
interrupt others live by thy work for thoii shall be the hap-
pier therefore. Never lie when they tellest anyone what has -
been told thcc-icll the simple truth and add nothing thereto.
Be silent in regard to the faults thou seeth in Others.- .-.-;' ' .

The south western regions of North America present, ax
most extensive and interesting field for antiquarian research. .
The long continued existence of powerful, civilized, and
populous races is fully proved by the occurence,,of almost in-
numerable nuns and national relics. Evtfn in the sixteenth
centruy. the Spanish invaders found these regions in the
possession ot .1 highly prosperous, civilized people. Goverri-
inent and soti.il institutions were upon that firm and well .
defined basis which betokened long continuance and strong:
national sentiment In many of the arts and sciences, the sub-.
lugated races were equal, and in others superior to their
Christian conqueror's.' Their public edifices and internal iriv
piovemcnts were on as high a scale, and of as scientific a
character, as those of most European nations of the .
day--The fanatical zeal of Cortez and his successors,
destroyed invaluable records of their history and nationality;. ',
and many ot their most splendid edifices fell before-the
ravages ot war and bigotry, yet numerous structures still exy
ist, though in ruins, attesting the art and industry of their
founders. Pyramids, in great numbers, still rear their.terraced.:
and truncated surfaces through the land. In the City of Tez-
( uco, which is said to have contained a hundred and forty
thousand houses, are the remains of a great pyramid, built of
large masses of basalt, finely polished and curiously •
sculptured in hieroglyphics. Other similar edifices in.the'
neighborhood are composed of brick. The enormous struc-
ture of Cholula, covering a surface twice larger that the great :
Egyptian pyramid, still in its ruins, excites the admiration of
travelers " The House of 1'lovver is a huge pyramid divided
into four terraces, it is between three and four hundred feet
in height, and nearly three miles in circumference.—Eight
miles from the City of Mexico are the two celebrated
pyramids of Teotihuacan, sacred, according to tradition, to ••-
the sun and the moon. The larger has a base nearly seven
hundred feet in length, and is a hundred and eighty feet in :
height. They are faced with stone and covered with a ;
durable cement. These pyramidal structures may:.be
estimated by thousands in the southwestern 'provinces of
this continent •. •'

"They (Inca Indians) built immense walls of enormous
stones which often weighed many tons and had twenty or
more faces, so perfectly cut and fitted together that everi to/
day a knife blade cannot be inserted between them. They
erected suspension bridges across terrific canyons and anf
chored the studpendous fiber cables to holes cut through
solid rock buttresses. They walled up tremendous ravines
with gigantic masses of masonry and they drove huge tun-
nels through mountains. Ihey constructed a road over,two
thousand miles in length through the most broken, rugged
lands and inaccessible portions of the Andes. In many places ".
this was surfaced with asphalt, and portions of the highway
are still in use. even by motor cars. Vast masses of stone,
huge blocks weighing scores of tons were quarried, cut, and
moved for miles across rivers and over mountains, and \
whole mountain, tops were leveled, hewn into chambers,
seats, sculptures, and fortresses. Verrill, The American In-
dian, p. 4o. • • • ;... • •'• '',.-.

Speaking of the American Indian Verill says'."Many/h'aye1.
held high public offices, and many have shown that in in-
telligence, ability and in every other way the Indian;is: the
equal of the Caucasian." • : : ^ . ;

"Of all the American Indian races the Incans were the
most highly cultured and centuries before they were con- ,
quered and their empire was destroyed by Pizarro and his •.
Spaniards, they had attained a civilization that in many ways
was superior to that of the European nations. They had ac-
complished amazing feats of engineering Which have riever
been excelled even by men of today. On hand looms they
wove textiles which no modern machines can equal. They
had established a strange complex form of republieart-
communistic-imperial government which was as remarkable
and unique as it was perfect. They had carried out the
greatest irrigation system in the world. They had developed
and cultivated a vast number of vegetables, fruits and useful
plants and had domesticated a vast number of wild animals,
and finally they far excelled the Europeans in their surgical -•
and dental skill."—Otis W. Barrett, Foods America Grave the
World, p. 25 . . . / . • -'••••.' :••'-:-'-

Among the ancient, Indian civilizations, education was
highly organized. Education was divided into primary and
secondary grades. In painting the Aztecs reached a high .<
state. It was employed upon their beautiful ceramic; ware :
and also upon parchment and cloth. Elaborate maps,
records, writings and codices were done upon sheets of par-
chment, papyrus, cloth and skins. In painting they excelled
any of the civilizations of the old world. The Aztec religion
in many ways was superior to that of the Greeks or Romans.
At the time of the arrival of the Spaniards it was. rapidly
evolving into a worship of one supreme god.

"Ancient civilizations flourished in Peru and Central
America when Spain, England, in fact all of the Europe was a

-wilderness arid the white race were naked, cay^hdwel
savages, "̂ —Burr Andrews.
"Architecturally this temple of the Sun (Pre'lncan) is one;
of the most remarkable buildings in the entire world. Ms,i.
built of immense blocks of amazingly fitted stone, no two of
which are exactly alike in size or shape, but which are so ac>
curately designed and cut. that the circular interior with fts
radii is mathematically and geometrically perfect- No
engineer of our times, equipped with the most modern ap--;
piiances arid mathematical tables, could excel the Work of
the long vanished designers and artisans who constructed
this remarkable temple." The incan and Pre-IncatnSi Verrill,
p . 3 0 3 . - "•'• .-• '"' • • " -.' • • • • ' . • ' . • • ' • • • • " ••'. - - • ' . -

"Everywhere, throughout Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and
even over the borders in Brazil and Chile, are scattered the
ruins and remains of civilized people of whom nothing is
definitely known. Over an area of over one /million square
miles there is scarcely a square^mile that does riot Contain
evidences of once having been inhabited by races wh.0
reached a high state of culture, and rnany of whom perform-

; ed almost incredible feats of engineering. Everywhere
among the Andes ranges and upon the deserts, are the ruins
of temples, palaces, great cities, immense walls, massive for--'
tresses, as well as hundreds of thousands of graves and
tombs containing millions of mummies.""Verrill, ;pld Civ. of
New.World, p. 245. / :
, Maya books ori medicine, astronomy, chronology,
geology, and theology! Maya books of native paper, folded
into narrow pages like the books of the Siamese. Books that
rustled as they opened arid closed like an. accQrdiah! Father
Larida, the historian of the invasion of Yucatan, saw them ,
piled them, burned them! When only their ashes, were left,
he made the historical note: "The Maya priests wrote books
about their various sciences and imparted their knowledge
to those whom they considered worthy of enlightenment,
We found a great number of their books, but because there
was nothing in them that had not some superstition or
falsehood of the devil, we burned them all, at which the
hatives were marvelously sorry and distressed.
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Peru: Large-Scale
f 'disappearance'' and Killing

of t)etainees in Peruvian
Emergency Zone

More than 1,000 men, women and children have "disap-
peared" after being seized by troops or police since a remote
area of Peru was placed under military rule two year's ago,
Amnesty International said today (Tuesday, January 22;
1985): . ,. '• ••. ' -....•: . . ;. " ,

Hundreds of others are known to have been killed in
custody, often after, torture, the worldwide human rights
movement said in a new report.

; The true scale of the abuses by government forces in the
mountainous southern area is not yet known, said the
report ' •
. The massive atrocities started after the launch of a military
campaign against the Sendero Lurnirtoso ("Shining Path")

.guerrilla moverhent, itself responsible for scores of
:execution-style killings and torture of civilians.

Since then, killings of captives by government-forces have
become so established that relatives of the "disappeared"
have learned to search roadside dumping grounds where
bodies regularly turn up, often'mutilated beyond recogni-
tion. The victims found in these dumps arid in mass graves
are usually naked, marked by torture, and with, single gun-
shot wounds to the head, said the report.

; Human fights violations on this scale are unprecedented in
modem Peru, Amnesty International said, They have been
inflicted mainly on peasants, local leaders arid young people
in the Ayacucho Emergency Zone, established at the end of

• 1982. The zone comprised 13 of Peru's more than 140 pro-
yirices at the time the report went to press.

Peru's Attorney:General, the Public Ministry he.heads, arid
some judges have tried to protect the rights of the local peo-
ple and have uncovered some of the abuses, but have been
unable to halt them, the report said; Government pro-
secutors in the area have protested publicly against the arm-
ed forces' obstruction of their investigations.

Amnesty International has told the government that it con-
demns killing or torture of prisoners by the guerrillas;."and'
recognizes the need to prevent and punish such crimes, but
that government action must be within internationally ac-
cepted human rights standards:

The report includes basic information on 1,005 reported
"disappearances" known to Amnesty International. It notes
that the movement also knows of more than 400 cases of in-
dividuals named as having been detained and later found
dead. All these are from the emergency zone, they have no
parallel elsewhere in Peru. ,

Despite the remoteness of the area, AmnestyHnfernatiohal
— as well as local human rights groups and Peruvian officials
:~*~ have amassed abundant evidence of the abuses and of the
existence of unmarked mass graves and of dumping grounds
in areas under military control,

^ Local people provided the evidence, often by travelling-to
the capital of the emergency zone, Ayacucho, or the national
capital, Lima. Documents and testimonies have come direct-
ly from families and community repf@entatiVest from;
Church, professional, trade union arid human rights

: organizations, and from lawyers! Hundreds: of victims'
relatives have filled out questionaires based on a form
prepared by the United Nations Working Group on Enforced
or involuntary Disappearances. ; ; : .-•'
;. ;tn February 1984, Dr. Zegarra Dongo,outgoing Ayaeucho
Chief Prosecutor, told the press that his staff had received
1,500 formal complaints of prisoners' "disappearances" in
the previous 14 months.

The Interior Ministry has said that in the 18 months Up to
the middle of 1984, 2,000 alleged guerrillas were killed and
more than 1,600 civilians wece alleged to have been killed by
guerrillas. There is evidence that both categories include
many civilians detained and killed by government forces,
Amnesty International said.

Security patrols have raided schools as well as villages and
homes to take away victims, the report said, All young peo-
ple appear to be suspect — and so liable to f*disa^pejMS|nce"
-—in areas where the guerrillas ate active, it said- AiiWesty
International has documentation on 76 children and
teenagers under 18 who have "disappeared".

Relatives of the "disappeared" report bemg:,thrcat)ei)ed
with death by soldiers when they look fortheic|ovp(iJ1?nesiat
known dumping grounds, which are always neac inain ,
roads, regularly patrolled by troops or poBee. Many <# the
bodies are blindfolded and bound
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L-R William "Buster"Mitchell, Mrs, Margaret Ransom and
Alex Ransom, Photo taken at the surprise dinner held in
honor of Mrs Margaret Ransom for 20 years of dedicated
service to the St Regis Mohawk School.

Margaret Ransom Honored
at Retirement Dinner

A surprise tribute and dinner was held for Ms. Margaret
Ransom at the Lighthouse Restaurant on Route 57, Massena
on Friday, February 1st, 1985. Ms. Ransom had worked in
the Cafeteria at; the Mohawk School in Hogansburg for the
last twerity years. The dinner was attended by Ms. Ransom's
co-workers and the teachers of the Mohawk School. The din-
ner was a surprise which was a closely guarded secret for the
last week, everyone kept quiet about the dinner. The only
thing that Margaret knew was that a few of her co-workers

•'and-members'of her family were going to have a dinner at
the Lighthouse Restaurant. Margaret said "it was a big sur-
prise" when she walked into the restaurant and saw; all her
friends from the Mohawk School.

Margaret had worked at the Highland Nursing Home in
Massena before she came to work at the St. Regis Mohawk
Schoiil: Margaret grew upon Basil's Island" which is located
between HOpkins Point and Summerstown. She went to
school at the convent boarding school which was located
behind the St. Regis Mohawk School in Hogansburg. In
1939, Margaret married Alex Ransom and they reside at River
Road, Akwesasne. They have seven children, Ivan, Joyce
and Angus of Akwesasne, Betty of California, Harold-of

• Washington and both Phyllis and Pat of Mississippi, Margaret
and Alex also have twelve grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. .

Margaret and. Alex plan to visit their daughters in M.ississipr.
pi in the near future. Some of-Margaret's favorite pastimes
arc going;'on shopping trips, garage sales and auctions.

-"' Soriie. of the".comments that Margaret's co-workers said
'•about her weftr "Margaret has been a close pal, a lOyal co-
worker and friend to me all the years we worked together."
This was a tribute which came from Ann Tcnance.

AtidreyMcElwain. Cafeteria Manager, had this to say about
, Margaret, "Margiirct has been very dedicated to her job. She

is so kind and patient to every child she is in contact with; at
all times. Personally, she has not only been a co-worker, but
my. friend; und confident." Principal William 'Buster- Mit-
chell presented Margaret with a pair of unusual hook ends.
Some ,of Margaret's co-workers had a pair of her shoes
bronzed and made into bookends to be presented to.her in
memory of thus occasion. Aside from the kidding from her
co-workers and staff from the St. Regis Mohawk School,
Margaret will be truly missed, and'everyone wishes nothing
but the best for her.'Have a very happy and healthy retire-
nient, from iill your inahy friends.
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Around the Rezz
by Dianne Swamp

FITNESS PROGRAM —. Frank David, Manager of CKON
radio .station totalled his vehicle on Cornwall Island, Sunday,
January 27th, 1985. Frank Was on his way to the radio sta-
tion slowly driving his Datsun oil the icy Island road when it
sjid into a tree. Frank was unhurt in the mishap/and he was
alone when it happened,

Frank is now on a.fitness program, everyday Frank jogs to
work, luckily he lives only a quarter mile from the station,
just Wave when you see him jogging down the Cornwall
IslandRoad..
GROUND HOG DAY — Another European custom check-
ed out-.by Indian Time reporter. According to this custom
the grqundhog/woodchuck is supposed to wake up on this
day, February 2nd from its wintery sleep and predict' our
weather. The ground hog sticks out its head and if it see its
shadow it gets scared and goes back in the hole, thereby
predicting six more weeks of winter weather.

But on the other hand, if the day is cloudy and the ground
hog doesn't see its shadow then spring is just around the cor-
ner. Of course you cannot get a true scientist to admit to this
custom as having any truth to it.

Bundled up against the cold as best I could, ^ventured out
into the nearby field looking for the residence of Mr. and
Mrs. G. Hog, of course -I didn't do my homework, I didn't
know what a ground hog looks like and i didn't think of the
type of dwelling to look for, Oh well, I figured if that ground
hogs know when it is February 2nd, then they (MrTand Mrs.
G. Hog)..would.'know that Indian Time wanted to get their
prediction, before the next deadline.

Welt, they weren't home so on my-way hack I happen to
stop at the niail box and what do you think, I received a post
card froni Florida signed 'Having a great time wish you were
here," Mr. arid Mrs. G. Hog.

Here's a couple of friends from the Akwesasne Freedom
School at: Racquette Point. Just had to share their smiles with
you^ Misty Lazore daughter of Dyan Lazore and James David,
son of Frank David. Judging from their expressions they are
enjoying-•'their classes at the Feedom School.

TsiTso
Since 1 started writing this column I often think of how I

used to climb them instead. Like so many other Mohawk
men, I was a "boomer," going from place to place following
the jobs. Some anthro once wrote about us as the "new
hunters" bringing home the bacon from ironwork instead of
stalking deer. Of course he neglected to mention the fact that
most of our former hunting grounds were long ago cleared
of everything to make room for anthros and others of his
kind. But I don't want to dwell on that and get all upset. Hell,
there's all kinds of other things to get upset about, right?

Anyway, like I was saying, I travelled around quite a bit,
always keeping rivy ear to the ground and my eyes watching.
And I'm still doing the same thing, but now I do a lot of it
through books arid magazines and newspapers. And my
general conclusion (which might be a real good name for an
actual army general) is that things are getting crazier and
crazier daily.

Take for instance the insanity of the Star Wars plans of the
USA- What they try to call a "defensive deterent". Satellites
armed with bombs or lasers? And as a postscript by some
scientist is the fact that when the boom-booms begin the
communications systems will be one of the first things
knocked out, which means that the computers will be on
their own, Then that old science fiction of machines gone
mad will be a reality. It's already happened, computers giv-
ing the word for fighters to scramble and missiles to arm.
And the build-up goes on. And who's thinking of the
children? Reagan? Not likely!

Then I see an ad for your ashes to be orbited in space after
death. And it seems that they're getting a lot of takers, too! I
laugh, thinking about it. Then I don't laugh 1 asl think a little
more about it. Isn't it the final cop-out? To leave the Earth?
And those dreamers and actual planners who wish to migrate
to others planets: what are they really up to? They left
Europe .with a dream and plan for FREEDOM, too, and look
what happened. They tore apart a continent and a people in
their illusion of seeking so-called Freedom. The real truth
behind them from their cave-crawling days to now is greed,
envy and more greed. We know that, don't we? For aren't a
few of us suffering from the same disease?

It's an awful lot like the promise of certain religions:
heaven after death, a better afterlife, etc. If you're gonna
move to a new house tomorrow, you seldom take the time
to fix-up the one you're living in, do you? So if you're gonna
takeoff for a new planet tomorrow, why you might as well
finish the job of messing this one up, right? And believe me, I
think we're, doing a real great job of destroying this world
we live on.

Me, I don't want to be cremated, or even buried too deep.
I want to be a good rich compost which will feed some other
life forms quickly. Also, I try as best I can to live without har-
ming other things around me. The balance with nature
within the Creation we speak about is pretty hard for anyone
to achieve'anymore, Blif an attempt, no matter how tiny, is
at least something to try for.

Tread about forestry plans to quote: "Harvest more trees",
unquote in the State'Of New York. No mention of the fact
that many trees are dying from acid rain. Economic growth
is the catch-all phrase. Hell, doesn't everyone want a job?
And even the good guys fighting for acid rain legislation, I
bet they rush here and there in their brave pursuit in cars and
jets which are emitting just as much pollution, if not more,
than the smokestacks are.

Ah, we're all such fine people, aren't we' Did we give-
three bucks to aid, the starving Ethiopians, then line-up
drooling at the Safeway meat counter for a big juicy steak,
"might as wellgimme five pounds of pork chops as long as
I'ni here anyway!" I'm not being self-righteous, either,
because I'm just as guilty as the next person. And 1 guess
that's what-I'm trying to get across, that we're all guilty of
having a hand in the destruction of this Earth. And why's
that, if not the fact that were not trying hard enough?

I think of the many prophesies of our different Indian peo-
ple. Many speak of the purification time. And many begin
by predicting the death of plants and animals and the souring
of water. Some even predict a final battle which sounds an
awful lot like a nuclear war. At the rate the earth is dying
right now, maybe we won't even need that final war. Should
we all wrap ourselves in a coccoon and close our eyes and
just wait for whatever happens?

Do I sound like a doom-crier? Do my words piss you off
and you wish maybe I'd write about the snow and ice and
calm? Are you saying, "Hey, TsiTso, dummy-up!"

Probably arid mostly it's the confusion right now in this
world Hell, I could just take it easy, no problem there, I've
had my life, ain't I? But the thing is, 1 was raised on a living
philosophy, as opposed to a dream, and that philosophy
directed that I always look seven generations ahead. And
basically, that's all I'm asking: why aren't we truly looking
ahead? Because I don't think^we are anymore. Do the elected
councils operi their meetings by reminding themselves of the
Children, the ones here now and the ones to come? Do you?

And none of this is anger, as such. What I'm doing is ques-
tioning myself through you. And in the meantime I sit by this
window looking out at the river. And you know what? It still
looks very beautiful.

Your old friend,
" TsiTso

James
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