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Native American
Contributions To The W<»rJUl

by Tebanetorens
(Our respected elder Tehanetoreris (Ray Padden), visited

with us here at Akwesasne Notes/Indian Time a short while
back. He is still very much the young thinker and idea man,
the spark which ignites other imaginations. To be with him
for even a short while is to be educated by being presented ~

. with many facts and speculations for later analysis. ""
As he was about to head back to his Adirondack moun-

tain home at Onchiota, he presented us with a scrapbook of
clipping of articles he'd written for the Massena, Obseri>er
from April to June, 1945- Though written forty years ago, I
found them to be still of vital enough interest especially for
our young people, to have gotten permission from him to
reprint them as a series in Indian Time. .

Tehanetorens, again we thank you for your unending
contributions to our Mohawk Nation and to all other people
who would listen to the words of one dedicated to the future
unborn of all things within the Creation.)
Introduction

No one race can claim this present-day civilization as its
own. It is a product of the contributions of all of the races-Of
the world. The Red, yellow, black and white races has each
given its share. It is a tragic fact-that the American Indian has
been left in the background as far as facts being taught or be-
ing brought to light pertaining to his contributions..to
mankind. Few people realize how much today's civilization
owes to the gifts it has received from the first. Americans.
The Red Man has contributed as much toward the better-
ment of the world of today as any race has contributed. Yes,
even as much as the white race! This fact has.been kept away
from not only our Indian youth but also from the majority of
white children: Many ignorant people believe that
everything worth-while had to come from Europe but this is:
not true. Our Indian people did contribute many good and-
useful things. In agriculture they were surpassed by no other
race. It is high time that our young people realize, these
things.

The purpose of this booklet is to tell of what early'and
modern historians, explorers, students and scientists had;-to
say of the Indian and of his gifts to the world. They.who.
have lost their culture and history have lost their souls and
we, the American Indian, must never lose our history!; If we
do, we cannot hold our head high. In these pages an attempt
has been made to set forth in order, the history,
achievements, contributions and cultural traits.of the Red
Man of the Americas. It is compiled for the young warriors
and women of the Iroquois Nations of the United States and
Canada in the hopes that they will acquire a fuller knowledge
of Indian customs, contributions and a better understanding ';
of the history and culture of the people 6f the Red Race. If it
shall inspire in its readers a stronger love.and pride of pur In-
dian history and culture it shall not have been written in
vain. ' .•".;. • : •

All the standard histories have been consulted as well as
the yearly reports on Indian affairs. Book of Woodcraft,
Foods America Gave to the World, Indians of New York
State, Century of Dishonor and many other books have been
carefully read. The words of Indian fighters and Indian
friends have been considered as well as missionaries,
modern scientists, anthropologists, archaeologists - and
students of Indian history etc. Every effort has been made to
be impartial. The following words are what other people
saw arid wrote down about our people. They are the words
and records of people who knew the early Indian as well as
the results of studies by students of Indian culture.

The need for this volume is apparent. Many thousands of
intelligent Americans, many thousands of American school
children are strangers to most of the facts concerning the
early Indians which this booklet contains. One of the main
reasons for this condition is the fact that while the American
Indiana gave the white man his stattjn this qaurit^y, sja-eajlled
Indian fighters or Indian exterminators had tHe historians.
Historical scholarship in America has been dominated almost
to the present day by men of New England who Were
especially noted for their brutal treatment of the Indian and
most of them have presented Indian history as might be ex-
pected from their own local and oftentimes selfish point of
view. A wise man. once said, "It sooths conscience to cast'
mud on the character of one whom you have wronged.".
However, these people are fighting a losing fight and there
will come a day when the world will know of the,great
things that the Red Race has done for the betterment of
mankind. When that time comes, the sun will shine again for
our people!—Aren Akweks. . • ;

"We, the first people of America, have just cause to be '
proud of our abundant treasures of historic folk lore, our
gifts to agriculture, science, literature and art, our crafty
powers of warfare followed by permanent peace, our tradi-
tions and ancient customs which create and instill within our ..-
hearts the incentive to hold high the glorious torch of our .
noble forbears" — William Smith, President of the Six Na-
tions. Ohswekan-Hodenosauneono. ."•.'";•• ':•'•• -J-

"To the Indian youth of today, there is a challenge before
you to hold higher than ever the ideals for which the pioneer
Red Man had as his goal. Greater educational and religious
advantages are at your command and may you enrich the
•world in the years to come with the nobles of ideals and let it:
be said of you that you were full of wisdom and full of ho
ours - N. E. Jamieson, Ahswekan-Hodenosauneonq.

"We, therefore, of this League (Indian Defense League of
America) pledge to continue these fundamental principles in
government and conduct of life of its members, that w i m
the present and modern age may never forget the.nobler
ideals of our ancient people and to glean from modern
civilization all that is good and of interests to the needs of
our people." — I.D.L.O.A. '_' ./.•'.•

"A nation that loses its national character or becomes
loose in national honor is sure on its way to destruction.^' -—
Words of the wise. , , '•-

"Truth is truth, no matter whom it hurts and a historian's .
duty is to print the truth." — H. Sipe, historian of PA. ;/"

Jasper Hill, a noted chief of the Lenni Lenape says, concer-
ning the culture of our people: "There are many distinctions
that I could claim for my people, but I am satisfied With one
of them — the fact that the history of America began With us.
We are the possessors of a wonderful and beautiful legacy..:
We are of this continent as are the mountains and the hills,
the buffalo andxhe beavers. Our bodies are formed of the
dust of the bones of our ancestors — and yet we are today a
people pitied and crushed. For that reason our own loye and
heritage has been dispoiled. We are being assimilated
gradually by the white race. Our greatest achievement today
is but a shadow of that which we realized yesterday. Truly,
we have lost almost all of our treasures. . >. : '-'-t

"When the reign of the Redskin was supreme; when he
was lord over all this new world; he was indeed a happy
man. — For him, the earth and universe were a library and
his books, the stones, the lakes, the rivers, the trees, the
flowers, the pastures, the sun, the moon,; the stars. With
these he shaped his cultural being, from these he received
the beautiful inspirations for composing his songs and
ceremonials. The fish, the animals, the birds, taught him to
be courageous and faithful. • '

"But this liberty and happy life has now vanished and the
fire in the hearth of the Redskin has been extinguished. We
should light anew this fire, it should not be allowed to die
out forever, because when my people have; forgotten the
music that our ancestors chanted and danced, when the -
monotonous sound of the Indian tom-tom has faded away,
when the stridulations of a strange music Corrupts the
melodies of the chant and the songs of the flutc-irthen, truly
we will be a forgotten people. : :

 v

"When we are unable to relate the hcrbic deeds of our
great nobles, chieftains, sages, prophets and Warriors, when
the Indian mother cannot lull her children affectioriaUy in
her arms and against her breast, then the wh|»c man shall

Around
December 19, 1984 : " < ;

While travelling around the "Rezz" I do raeet some
nice people and taking their pictures is a futft^thing ti
Hope you all enjoyed the holidays as Grah<Jma Nancy
ind her grandaughter Amber Lee King are doing on this
December day. It's always a good time to visit
neighbors and seeing the new additions to their families^ •

December 19, 1984 - V .
'•While wandering around St. Regis Village looking for a

story to write about,' 'a stop was made to visit the St. Re$*s
Village School. The school's students were presenting tf#ir
Annual Christmas Play. Thinking it Would be fun to take pic-
tures of the Kindergarten students singing carols or to see
some of the cute things that are bound to happen during ffiis
type of presentation, as the different grades went through
t h e i r p l a y . - • ' • - . .". • - . - • •• '-, - ."•-•' ; ; . ;..•.- .".: •... . .-••...•

Ms. Lois Thomas' class did a presentation about"-an Indian
Time Reporter who was wandering around the village of St.
Regis looking for something to write about so,..she wwjjc
about snbwflakes." Well, the portrayal dbne by Ms. Lisa
Lazbre was".in my opinion very weir done* perhaps excellent,
if I were a theatre critic,-this performance would defiriiteijy
rate a 9 on a'scale of 10. !

*Note to Lisa, there's a lot to write about snowfiakes!
. * « » « • * • « • * • « * • * • * . * * » • * * * • * * • * • • * • • * * * * * * * * * • «• * • • . • * * * *

December 30, 1984
'Mother.Nature sure left her mark on bur .community.this-

year, as we witnessed one of'natures handiworks with the
flooding Of the;St; Regis River. The St. Regis waters calmness
today sure was a relieved sight as I walked along the shore
checking but how the last night's flooding looked:in'the
clear daylight. • . . ' ; • " . - , ,

It-was-such' a nice day it was hard-to believe that such a
disaster had even struck the area. But there were huge sheets

|.:"bf ice, chunks'.of ice left in the-fie Ids" and. lots of debris on the
sides .-.of the river banks. This certainly will be ;i year to;
remember. /

: . '•• - . ' "• - - .' • .' • . - ' • + • '

January 4, 1985 • • ' • ' >
-•'/•• Indoor Track Meet

Salmon river had it's first track meet at St. Lawrence
University in 'Canton, N.Y. It was quite noticeabie that the
track team isn't as large as last year's teiim,' but they do have
the same enthusiasm to win for their rcurii.

The boys sprint relay team with K'am •members, Curtis
White, Glen Swamp, Tim Papineau and Jim Martin .'shim's,

.promise. The girls sprint relay team with,members Gina
Jpnes, Marion Jones,"-Sarah Swamp and Mary Belli Ellsworth
•came in first place in their heat. Another ix-lay team to watch
tor arc: Theresa Conncrs, Akat Ransom, Dcanu Oakcs and
Debbie Lauwri. There's a track meet even- Friday in January,
hope to see you all out there next time
• • ' . . - • - . - - - . Dianne Si

have definitely strangled us and we will no longer be deserv-
ing of the designation'American Indians.'

"When the time comes that we know not how the white
-.Corru -squash, potatoes, tomatoes and,Wbaccc» axe,sown,

•'," then,' we shaHhave abandoned the celebration b'f the'sac'fed
fiesta pf love — our bodies shall disintegrate and bur spirits
will be lost in the void,

"When my people have forgotten completely their
^beautiful arts and crafts, their symbols, their pictographs and

their sign language — then, we will deserve to be called an
indolent poeple. . '

"When we are not able to commune with.the animals, the
birds, the trees, the flowers, and the herbs — then,:indeed,
we will constitute a degenerated people.

"When we have abandoned completely our native
language to adopt one which is strange; when we nb longer

. venerate the,Gceat Spirit — then, we will be a wre,tche4a'41

ignoble people. . . . v |
"When my people begin to look with indifference: upoi.

their custurnes made from the feathers of eagles; when their
garments made from the skin of the deer and their beautiful-
ly embroidered beaded sandals are riot seen in their
ceremonials, then they may be considered as traitors, for
they would dishonor their country and their race.

"When my people lose their great respect for the sacred
Hipe of Peace; when they have forgotten how to coin fort the
heart and the troubled mind with the purified incense of In-

: dian tobacco or Kinnikinnick, then, truly, we shall be con-
: sidered a society of imbeciles. ;

"When we h^ve abandoned air that is ours; when we no
longer commune with nature; when, we have lost all. which

.; Kitche Manitou, the Great Spirit, God, bequeathed to us,
then we shall be lifeless Indians; Our hearts Will be empty
although we may walk in populous cities with much gold
'and silver jingling in our pockets and we will be, in actual
fact, walking mummies.

"But all this should not come to pass, because we have riot
yet fulfilled our mission on this earth. We must make^our
people happy again and offer consolation for their loneliness

wand misery. Then, perhaps, in a day not too far away, when
we extricate ourselves from the dimness and ashes of the
past, we wiHSarise as a new people,

'"this, is my message for the thirty million Indians of pure
, blood who live in the Americas."

— Jasper Hill, Delaware:

Native People
Everywhere

;Vi";" : •-.:•. ..-•; • -. C h i l e ^ ^
Government Forces Search Shantytowns,

Detain Residents
Amnesty International continues to monitor recent human

rights violations in Chile. Following imposition iofa state of
siege irt early November, Chilean troops have conducted
roundups of shanty town residents in the region Of Chile's
capital city, Santiago. Residents and church officials claim
that government forces have searched shantytown houses,
usually made of wood slats with tin roofs, in attempt ^to
locate people considered to be "subversive" and to uncover
weapon supplies. Widescale protests against government
policies have taken place in many shantytowns Some
spurees report that troops have placed rhoussands of people
freim shantytowns in short-term detention,
i , Uniformed police arrested Juan Antonio Aquirre
Ballesteros, a 23-year-old resident of a Santiago shantytown,
on September 4. During a 4 day period in early September,
police arrested six Chileans living on the outskirts of the
capital city. They released two of them after a-short deten-
tion and charged three with violating the counrry's Aitns
Control Law. Juan Aquirre was not charged. Following fi^e
days of detention, a military prosecutor questioned the t l t#e
and dismissed the charges. He also ordered personne^tifa
local medical institute to examine the physicaMrt|unes N̂fey
had xecently incurred. The men claimed tha^poUCf )̂ >rtuRid
ih<jm during detention. „ <. ?„

juan Aquirre has not been released A Sani
Agpeal rejected a petition, filed ojn.'h^ behjaj
Minister of the Interior and reprjescatatrve^oJF
forces denied that police ha.d detained h|m.
been unable to determine " " * ' "

Ms. NaacyKiag with grandaughter Amber Lee King,
enjoying the Winter Season. Photo: Dianne Swamp

Ms. Lois Thomas' class at the St. Regis Village School
performance about "Indian Time Reporter."

'. Photo: Dianne Swamp

St. Regis River takes new route through Leo Swamp's
hay field in the aftermath of flooding. Photo: Dianne
Ŝ

Leroy Swamp receiving the John P. Cook Athletic
Award for most valuable Player, also he was named to
the All Northern 1st team (Northern Athletic Con-
ference Award) with coach Dave White.

':'.•'•' Photo: Dianne Swamp

Salmon River Central School
Student of the Month

Leroy Swamp, grade 12 was chosen student of the month
in December, Leroy's parents are Dianne and Herman
Swamp of TarbeH ROad, Akwesasne.

Leroy was nominated for his remarkable soccer skills this
past season; He was named to the 1st team All-Northern.

Leroy's activities include Mohawk Club, Lacrosse, and he
has a 10 wks. average of S3, He also works part-time at the
Bears Den Truckstop in Hogansburg.

This fall Leroy did a fine job as a Tri-Captain of the Boys
Varsity Soccer Team which posted a record of 10-7-1. Leroy
enjoyed a terrific Season himself, and the development of his
individualsoecer skills after just two seasons is remarkable.
Opposing coaches recognized this rapid development and
Leroy's name;;was among the first mentioned at the Coaches'
All Northern Selection meeting when Leroy was named.to.
the First Team.; Leroy's soccer talents were further praised at
the Annual Salmon River Soccer Banquet when he was
awaircted the John P, Cook Most Valuable Player Award. He,is
capable of. playing any position on the soccer field and in
fact he did play fullback, halfback, as well as forward this
season '-'O-..-'. : • • .. - ',—-. - - ' • . ; • • ' :
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TsiTso

Landfill/Incineration
Many municipal landfill sites are being forced to close

down. A proposal hav been offered by Ogdensburg for an la-
c^eratt)^ which would handle waste disposal for surroun-
ding cotHmutttties, Thts could be a solution to the problem

' ••-- ij Slf ies Which must inevitably pollute the
t means "of filtering the outpourings from

£ri, incinerator must be looked into.
Ution for another is not a solution.
It from incmeratitui?
feasible, it might be the answer to

>bsal problem. Are the councils look-

Jc -J.Jc Mr
' " '-' '*"a 't i^''- 'i J l'•}'•"• ''"'

M, ' i ,

TsiTso
I guess I'm sort of like you. A sit by the woodstove

oldtimer. But it's sure different from the old days now, with
our own radio station and newspaper.

Well, I got a complaint, too, one that made me mad
enough to write you about it. 1 was walking down State Road
and almost got done in by a speeding semi truck is what I'm
mad about. Two of them passed each other right where I
was walking and of course the one closest to me pulled my
way when they passed. Ain't it time to set a decent speed
limit through our lands and enforce it? Look at all the ac-
cidents we have here, and some of them so tragic, too. Hell,
the speed limit on State should be 25 through our land.
What's the rush anyway? If they got to get some place at a
certain time, why in hell don't they leave earlier?

And when I see all those loads of wood going by, I get mad
all over again. That's our wood from our mountains, isn't it?
How come we don't have a big piece of land in the Adiron-
dacks for our own use?

I live in the village and just now sitting before dawn wat-
ched a.ship speeding by. And I know all about the erosion
caused by their wake. Why can't we have one of those little
electric camera things that measure speed. Record a
speeding ship, the exact time it passed and get a ticket to the
next lock. Charge them with speeding, causing erosion and
disturbing the peace of the Mohawk Nation. How about that,
TsiTso? Hey, wouldn't it be worth it just to see Peter Sunday-
taking out after a big ship in a speedboat? Charge them $500,
hell, they're lots bigger than a semi.

You knowv 1 feel better just writing this letter to you. 1
sure,hope you print it.

Niaweii tanon oncn.
. : Sok'ah re

Sok'ah re, Sekon ise out.
Like the young people say. Right On! I agree ivfth you all

the way. What do you say, you councils?
.-.- ? TsiTso

TsiTso
Thinking of leadership and all the hassles involved, I

remembered you once talking about common sense and
oldtime practicality.

1 don't much like some of the bad things happening
around here, like a small group trying to impose their own
ideas through force and shouting and pushing people
around. And of course the off-reservation papers right away
come running to supposedly "cover the story", and so using
such words as; "dissidents/opposition/factions", etc. Kind
of makes us Mohawks look like fools, don't it?

So me,-I started thinking in terms, of a building site. You
got a super, several foremen and gang bosses, right?
Everybody <on a~job's gbc something U) dOi and ntrijiahcr
how unimportant it.may seem, it's necessary to the whole.

If you can't handle a gang to jump a guy derrick, then you
work in the gang as part Of the crew. That's what I did and I
didn't mind a bit. I didn't want the. responsibility of the
whole crew because I could do without all those worries.
When you're up on the iron, it's work enough just watching
your own self; -

So, hbw about it, all you men and women out there. Let's
get it together and-start working as a team.

There's sure lots to be done.
,••' -._. - - Saristatsi

Saristatsi, ;i

Thevpebple who put this paper together read your letter.
Matter, of fact you gave them some ideas about doing an
editorial. Which makes your point that each of u.s has
something to contribute.

And as long as I had the ears of the Indian Time editors, we
got to talking about the young people and how so few of
them responded to our request for input,

So I suggested they do something along the lines of the
logo contest that CKON did. And as long as they're doing
such coverage on Acid Rain, how about single frame car-
toons 4x5 inches on that subject? 1 even offered to con-
tribute three hamburgers with all the dressing and fries
(gravy optional) at the Bear's Den for the cartoons picked by
Indian Time.

One editor said probably more people read me than the
editorials,-so why don't I also invite all the teachers of our
children to get the students to do drawings of their ideas on
what acid rain looks like? What they want at the paper is to
get young people involved. The children's page should be
justtthat: by children, Poetry, short stories and lots of draw-
ings:

Come to think about it, how about us adults? Why don't
we submit some drawings, too? Hey, Buddy, you gonna con-
tribute a couple hamburger-fries as prizes?

Max your gravy stay hot,
• " " ' TsiTso

Notice hoW the days are getting longer? That keeps up and
maybe some day we won't have anymore nights, huh?

St. Regis Mohawk
Federal Credit Union

COMMUNITY BUILDING—ST. REGIS RESERVE
HOGANSBURG, NEW YORK

Just Arrived!
Money Market Certificates Paying 8%

Coming Soon — IRA 'S
HOURS -r Mbri-Tues-Wed 8 a.m. to 4 p.m
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AHNAWATE
CORNER STORE
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Tax Free Cigarettes
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