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Legion Post #1479
Gives Donations

Hogansburg Volunteer Fire Station #1 threatened by
St. Regis River Flooding December 1984.

. Photo: Dianne Swamp

Floods Threaten Akwesasne Residents
December 29, 1984

Akwesasne s riverside residents were prepared to evacuate
their homes Saturday evening as_the frigid waters of.the St'.»
Regis River overflowed its banksfThe flooding was caused
by the unusually high temperatures combined wkh the \
heavy rainfall which contributed to the thawing^of the snow
and ice in our area. The whole county was declared a "state
of emergency" which meant that the volunteer firemen:
could evacuate the residents whose homes were affected by
the flooding. The residents were alerted to the possibility
and were ready. The Hogansburg volunteer firemen kept
close watch by measuring the water level and by keeping in
contact with residents at all times. ; t

As the evening wore on the Volunteer Firemen from Sta-
tion #1 had to evacuate their building which is located right
beside the Si Regis River. George and Susan Bero whose
home has become a flood's favorite place had their hags
packed again. Their home was flooded when Hogansburg..
had the other great flood of 1982. • • '.'••• \ -'--':'.

Ms. Mae Cook who has her home at the end of the Mose
Cook Road ended up literally in knee-deep water when she
returned to check on her home. Her car slid dowiian icy hill
and went into a new stream that the flood had created, Ms.
Cook waded -through to her home. She was helped by her
neighbors and the Hogansburg firemen to evacuate her.
home as it became apparent that it would be better for her
safety. By the time the firemen had Ms. Cook'Out, huge
chunks ot ice and water had her vehicle .surrounded.

Within a matter of a few hours the sheets of ice had travell-
ed and piled up around the Leonard Swamp's home. Causing
his residence to become an island. Leonard and his son Allan.;
were trapped by the raging waters and ice for approximately
five hours 'iKfosc the water flfcvally ̂ wtnt•• xfatypn-. *Tiie
Hogansburg firemen kept in constant contact withtheillby ,
telephone which amazingly kept working during the flood.
Leonard had sent the rest of the family members away, from
the house when lie noticed the ice breaking and;starti.ng tu :

jam around the property. — . •.." • r̂

'•'•; Once the dam was opened dtfon river and relieved
pressure of the jammed ice, the river vine logged and
water level went right down in a matter of minutes In
wake the flood had left huge boulders and sheets ot ice

-.the'once used hay fields. There were other objects left in
fields like someone else's',picnic.tible and tht ciushcd
mains of a hay mower, s

Mother nature sure left its mark on Akwesasnt tot 198$
It'll be a while before the. authorities estimate the dam igts <>1
this flood, not only for the residents of Akwesasne but f«i
that total area that was affet'fed. *

Public Relations Officer Ivan Jock visits the Head
Start Program to present the American Legion's dona-
tion to Director Rosalie Jacobs. Children in
foreground from left] Wendall King Jr.T Kaherawaks
Thompson, Lorel Thompson, Sohahlio Boots, Alaina
Jacobs, and Adam Lor an. photo: Dianne Swamp

The Head Start Progrtm w is the iccipieiit ot S 150.00 from
the Andrew W Cook legion Post *1 i"9ot Hogansburg. The
check was ghen to ttiL Ducctoi ot the lie id start Program,
Rosalie lucobs h\ Amcric in legion Public Ri lit ions Officer
fwujoik fhc monc\ w is m ide i\ ul il">le when the Legion,
sponsored a daticc tor the piogi im w ith M ithew "Ardvark"
Herije dohating his time to be DJ tor this event. The pro-
^e"e.dvVv\'ei"e: then .given to the Head Start' for. needed
/classroomsupplies.
;:%lie Legion also: gave a fifty' dollar check to the
£ariwenlya>yi'Newsletter put out by the Akwesasne Library.

is Carol White, and her assistants arc
obs'and-Beatrice Cole. The Newslet-

• comes olft'eyery twtJ weeks, and the money they receiv-
yvill h.el|y with some of the postage costs of the newsletter. r

s .is just a small part ot the community
: ^ M ^ i ^ ^ M ^ ^ ^ : « f ! ( K " - ' A n i e r i c a n Legion get involved
*^t^ ' -$$ l&W^)f t^ wovfc' t-hat am i

Hogansburg bridge — water level almost reachingtop
of the abutements. Photo: Dianne Sw*mp

:\;i't>innii:i'n1ty;re^cfyc.sifH;tter*pr<)granis and services.

Barge Destroyed by
Fire in Rapids

Investigators have still not determined the cause of a fire
which, last week, destroyed a barge which was• carrying.out ,
drilling operations in the Lachine Rapids, as part of Arcrtipel
feasability studies. .. •" W.'--".

The fire, which broke out at approximately 2:00 aim.
destroyed all the equipment on the barge which was in the
St. Lawrence River, opposite Gagne street at the time.; :.

Experts who were hired by LaSalle police 'and..Hydro-
Quebec, who had ordered the work, are attempting to deter-
mine the cause of the fire which could be of criminal origin,
according to Lieutenant Raoul Mongeau of police station -2.1..
in LaSalle. . .'.-•' '. . .'• ;. .. .-. .

The preliminary report seems to indicate this, Mr. Gitles
Morin, a spokesman for Hydro-Quebec declared, since fuel
containers and clothing were found on the barge, following
the fire, while crew members insist that these items were:not
there at 5:00 p.m. of the previous day. •'. . '•••:"••

The barge, which has a estimated value of 150,000 was
rented by Terratech, a firm which was carrying out drilling
work to analyze the quality of the soil for Hydro-Quebec-

The provincial government Has asked Hydro-Quebec to
continue its studies concerning the production of electricity
from the Lachine Rapids, and this aspect of Archipel. has
created a great deal of controversy among both,environmen-
talists and the Mohawk Indians. . . . •'•'••• - : y. ,-;.'..
Cordner and "Black ser ies"

This incident is the third of "a Black series", to hit Hydro-
Quebec in the last two\months, if we may use the term coin-
ed by Mr. Morin. • • . . ; . : ; ; :;.; •

Acid Rain Index
From Huntlngton Forest, N*Y.
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P H - . : • - , • • . : . ' / • • • • : - .

The acidity or alkalinity of a substance is
measured on a logarithmic scale frptn Q to
14, known as pH. A pH of 7 is neutral,
whereas a pH of 14 is extremely basic arid a
pH of 1 is extremely acidic. Due to the
logarithmic nature of the scale, a pH of 4 is
10 times more acidic than a pH of 5 aijd -|00.
times more acidic than a :pH.,of; .6.-tin-
polluted rainwater has a maxiqium acidity
or minimum pH of 5.6

Late in September, another barge accidently overturned
•:-and-the seven -persons on board were saved through the t

rapid intervention of Mr. Roger Hebert( a resident of LaSalle.
Then, three weeks ago, municipal councillor Robert Cord-

ner of LaSalle and three Mohawk Indians from the
Kahnawake reserve cut loose the buoys which Jlydro-
Quebec had placed in the river.

Mr. Cordner insists that he has been hired as a guide ahd,
that he could do nothing to stop them since "three big In-
dians " had ordered him to steer the boat or jump into the '

' w a t e r . . . , . . " •. ' ' • . -. • ' ' "• . •• - - . , - y : ̂ - ' - ' • ' . '

• The Mohawks had claimed earlier that the southern half of
the of the river is their own preserve, as well as part of
Chateauguay and Cote Ste Catherine. According to Mr. Cord
tier, the buoys which were cut loose were':all'On the south
side of the river; ; , . • : -

Mr. Cordner greatly doubts that last week's fire was ;< case
of arson since there was a heavy fog that night, which would
have made a boat trip to the barge eyen more hazardous.

Instead, he believes that carelessness on the part of the
crews working for Archipel was the cause,
(From Kahnawcike Environment #I(i: Reprinted from "Le
Messager". Dec. 4. 1984) - •; ! • ' / :

Groundwater/briiakittg
',•••:": ; / • ' . . . • . • w a t e r . ^ y ; : ; ; - . ; • : • • • / ; • • • • : ; • ;

Randy Hart of the Tribal office'sEnvironmentalHealth
Dept. is almost ready to release the results of well-testing
which has been going on since 1982. The main testingarea,
are ten wells on Racquette Point. The resufts s^Vfaffiare'Bot
good. There are a variety of pollutants In evidence; ;•••:-

Randy stressed that people shouldn'tbe alarmed until iftir- ,
ther studies can reveal the extent and sources of these
pollutants, An accidental spilling c
left near a well could conceivably a«
of that well. Even the pipe casings used by^hedrilfef Tribal Community Building during

NOTICE
At the iast monthly tribal meeting there was a lot of con-

cern .expressed' regarding the reconstruction Of Route 37.
First, we like to caution people not to take information from
any person as being factual, unless this person is in a position
(DepUofTfransportation) to know what's going on. A lot of
information is being passed along to landowners along
Route 37 that is not entirely true. •;.•••,
Q<iestibii:;LsR()ute 37 going U) be widened?

When Uealmg with this question the general rule is this,
D.O.T. will not exceed 20 ft, from the center of the road,
this will include a paved shoulder. The amount, of footage
presently^vafies from 18 ft. to 19 ft. from the center of the
road;""Once the main road and shoulder is paved, there is still
ditelVwork to toe clone. .
Quest.ipn:rWhy do the shoulders have to be paved?

Presently", the shoulders amount to nothing more than dirt
and graVel. D^O.T. wants to pave the shoulders so that when
a motorist %Shts to turn off, he can do so without disrupting
the flow of traffic,

Also, a payed shoulder will act as a walkway for people
-whowalk; along side of the road.
Question: po'.a'ny trees have to be ciit-and telephone poles
movedPTTf so, why?
, Yes, many trees have to be cut and approximately 65

telephone poles have to be moved. Presently, many trees
and poles are already in the ditch work area. They have to be
removeda^d relocated to the outside this work area. D.O.T.
will replace *lttree's with new sapplings about 5 or 6 inches
in diameter. -\. ".' • '

Any telephone poles that have to be relocated, the lan-
downer will, be compensated twenty-five dollars by New
YoVk Telephone (Indian Time Vol. 2 #36, November 16,
L 9 8 4 ) ; , : ; : ; ' ;•. ;.-.'•. ' ' . ' ; . • . • . , • _ =
Questions; Why hasn't this been brought to the public's at-
tention thr<H$b meetings?

This tqpjc was an item on the monthly tribal meeting agen-
da in;Ap^t^fjl^84 and July of 1984. ' : :

Charles tyinman,..Regional Director of D O T . made ar-
»-^^..ii.--_i.i.-..j.i Council whereby tw-elve of their per-

$ ,50

Oavid Pykc Memorial
Scholarship

In the first annual David A. Pyke (Roxy) memorial scholar-
ship, an award of 1300.00 will be given to a student with
potential for continuing on their education after high school.
This Will be determined by filling out the following informa-"
tipn:
(1) be a Native American.
(2) have a copy of grades sent. .
(3) 2 letters of recommendation (from a teacher, advisor, etc.
but not a relative.)
(4) Name and address of college, also a letter of acceptance.
(5) short essay (less than 500 words), on Educational and
future plans.

This information should be mailed or delivered to:
The PYKE's
136 Pyke Rd.
Hogansburg, NY 13655
by or before May 1st, 1985. AHinformation will be reviewed
and a student selected by May 15th, 1985.

Ms. Fern Chisholm Retires
A hottbr reception was given for Ms. Fem Chisholm at the

Akwesasne Mohawk School on Cornwall Island December
19, 1984. The dinner was hosted by the Cornwall Island
School Committee and Ms. Chishoim's class served the food
to the many guests who attended the occasion. Akwesasne's
Community Leaders ahd some-of-the. members-of Ms.
Chishoim's first class of 1939 were present. This first class of
I9.59;\vas-:ncld-at the one room school at St. Regis Island.

Ms. Chisholm is well known in the community as teacher
and wife of Mr. Colin Chisholm who was a co-owner of the
Cornwall island Lacrosse Factory. Ms. Chisholm taught in
our community for the last forty-five years. The honor din-
ner was given to Ms.-Chisholm. in recognition of all those
years that she dedicated to teaching.

Ms. Alma Ransom who was one of Ms. Chishoim's St.
Regis Island students acted as MC for the evening festivities,
stating that Ms. Chisholm had taught three'generations while
in Akwesasne, These were represented by Mrs. Esther David

•Mitchell.'her son Mike 1vlitche.l1,.and his son Randy Mitchell.
According to Band Council Chief Mike Mitchell; Ms.
Chisho+m really taught four generations because she taught
his Grandfather William David how to write his name. Mike
Mitchell reinembereti that his grandfather said that aU a per

; stHVUiwctlifdfuget -.(HWg in ^{e w:ift-K?*n«iW.!*<*•»>'vtvrtwrfets-
name. Things sure have changed since tl*e. first, time Ms.
Chisholm came to our community. .

"Life on the Island was simple back in those days, "
remarked Beatrice Francis I^i/ore, student of the 1939 class.
•'The people who lived on the Island lived there year round
and grew their own foods and lived very well because they
were as self-sufficient as you can get. Life on the Island was
good, everyone knew how to help each other, not like today
where everything is money, stated Mrs. La/ore, as she
reminisced about those times.

be the source.
The most disturbing find, is the movement of

pollutants underground. Such moyeinent•••.••.njiist
i d d d if i b l ^ ^ t h i ^ r i i '

tbe

July brlastito"rtriier. Notices were put up to invite the' public
to atteri^:these.sessions. The.se sessions were a one-to7one

DO;T, personnel so that landowners can
monitored and traced, if possibiq.to-their^ origins'.1' :, ftndc^t;ekac)tly how this construction affects them.

The dumpsites around our reseryaUonjMsrn^ightbd a jiia- XJiiesjratji^jDdes the D.O.T. have a right-of-way?
jor source of pollution. Core samples-must b^^ke^tt from
sites for study- The mounds of riy^r biStt^ni ^oi|§ ;̂iel̂ ;bV; the
St. Lawrence Seaway Pro jec tcbu i^ is©^
contamination. Again, core samples " " " ' '—'-*1-- • •

There is pollution in ourdrirjking
clean drinking water.mustt
a solution for now. Hand-dug,-'jj
are cleaner than the deep
these shallow wells, or
yoirs could be planned.

We suggest water beift
and Randy said that it might
idea> if you think al?out'it,'••>}.'y VMSK;

What it all gets down t o ' 1 5 ^ ^ ^ ^
should begin right nowxps
We asked if Randy worjkfcd;
Band office's En\
exchange informationahi
a sort of EnvironrneriM|il{#!
out" three counclte,;
work with. The recent
out chasing dogs,; He
one was solved ' '" ' '"'*'

A lot of studies need to.*bc
conduct these studies^
with immediate &p&

Ih;it8|.-a,/-fhte^be.sold 2,000 acres of land to the State of
•."N.e^:^<5iFkv;.^lvfa.ey\iii-'this sale was a right-of-way 66 feet
^ideWfc^ujg^'tjtelength of^the reservation. This was signed.

vbx;:P^t!^^|^^ Francis, and Thomas

:ct is that this treaty is an illegaltrea-
;^rtant to I()ok at this subject in reality

Sure the treaty is illegal and it's
Reality of the situation is that D.O.T.

^ _ , -.ijd they can turn around and hand us
:rll[rWii»iance, rather than negotiate principle,

is that We do not have the
\ and fill poth()les in the spr-

rGouncils can generate resources
irselveJs but until that day arrives

on January 23, 1985 at
|or this meeting will be

p.m. — 9:00 p.m.
lhave representatives to
V discussion to provide
, So, please make an ef-

R$GIS MOHAWK TRIBE
ifchtef Leonard V Garrow

Chief Lawrence A Pyke
F. Tewaoce

Ms. Fern Chisholm
' Photo: Dianne Swamp

MC, Mrs. Alma Hansom stared "We-are very lucky that
Fern decided to teach Indian students". She will always re-
main our friend, she did a positive job for all the Mohawks
whose lives she has touched, we thank you.-"

Some of the students that Ms. Chisholm taught were
Esther David Mitchell, John David, Rose David Thompson,
Tony Davids Noali and Teddy Thompson, Beatrice Arquette,
Grace Mitchell Chubb, Helen Francis Cole, Margorie Francis
King, Mary Ella Stellcn; Roman and Andrew Mitchell just to
name a few of the 1939 St. Regis Island Class.

1984 students Holly and Leslie Papineau presented Ms.
Chisholm with a painting done by Harold "Gesso" Thomas,
the painting is of the Akwesasne Mohawk School. "We want
t<> say Niawen from the students <)f Akwesasne." Lois
Thomas presented a plaque, she stated, "f«««-PSC local 267
and all the teachers we give this plaque for all your
devotion." The Plaque reads, "In appreciation forCo'in and
Fern Chisholm 1928 and 1939." There were many other
gifts from the people and from the different organizations
that Ms. Chisholm came to know in her many years of ser-
vice to our people. . .
., In honor of the Chisholms' there will he a trophy called
**The Chishulitt Award" to go to the highest achievement of
itiyi Akwesasne Mohawk Student who^ works toward that
a w a r d / • . • ' . . - . . . ' •' - • - . " • . ' • . - ' , • ' ' • . - '•'••

Ms. Chisholm told of a couple:. <rf ex|X'rience« she had
when first crossing the river in a row btrnt to get to the

"school on Si. Regis Island. Ms. Chisholm remembered,
"while* crossing the river in the cold, tny clothes became
'Completely covered with icev this,^vasn't bad but my new
brown ha( had shrunk!" She also remembers Alex Thomp-
son who really knew the river and he was always (he one to
jisk if it was safe to cross. He used to say "teacher, ice good
come b-ack at three" He really lenew the rjver and--the. ice.-'
c o n d i t i o n s . . , ; • .... ' ' ' / ,"•" ; ' . ' : ! ? . -. •-.'.^'' •••'•'. • -

Ms. <:hishotm closed with this remark, "I must stop to
thank everyone who catnc jtt't celebrate .the\t»cc:iKs'jt»n-of my
retirement. Sincere thanks for the gifts and the delicious
meal,.I will always hold dear the^opk* of Akwcsasne."

• * ? ; • ,
Suant/t

' t :T^J t::;. j ~~'
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