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INDIAN TIME
...Networking

Iroquois Communities |
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people;
and eventually all Iroquois communities. ..'...-,
Our editorial policy is this: ..'/.";; |
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and informa-
tion from all sides and view points to properly represent all
people of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with
the facts, nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials Of
letters of people who wish to comment On community
issues, as long as these articles are not inflammatory, or
hateful. If someone insists on putting their feet in their
mouth, we may help them by printing their wOrds. Other-
wise, look on INDIAN TIME as a community service. We can
disagree on principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same problems. So"IN-
DIAN TIME is here, to inform you, possible entertain you,
and help your group or family, and to pay respect to com-
munity people. . . ;:

Niawen-kowa!

PRINTED AT:
Winchester Print, Winchester,, Ontario : -,

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535 . ..;.;
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road

• • •

Press Release

• • • •

* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE *
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for Indian
Time have increased as follows:
U . S . A . S 3 3 . O O / y e a r • : . '. ;••• '•
Canada $40.00/year •
Subscriptions for a 3 month or 6 month term are negotiable.
A gift subscription is a great way to keep your relatives that
live away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at
home. ' • ' - . " ' • ••'./••''•'•'.

Don't miss an issue! Subscribe Now!
Send your check or money order to:
INDIAN TIME • \ '•''•'• -'
P.O. Box 196 . . .
Mohawk Nation . " . ' •;•;.
via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196

INDIAN TIME
P.O. Box 196

Mohawk Nation
Roosevcliown, NY. 13683-0196

D New Subscription
• Renew Subscription
H Gift Subscription

H USA 1 Year $33.00
j CANADA 1 Year 940.00

NAME:.

ADDRESS:.

CITY/STATE:

ZIP + 4:

Please Acknowledge Gift From:

We Tbanh You For Your Support
—The Timekeeper*

LOOK FOR
INDIAN TIME newspaper
at this new location —
Powless Store at
Onondaga!

'Newspaper carrier*
earn their own

spending money.
358-9535

x^x .

*********** A D V E R T I S I N G * •••• * * * * •* * •*•*••'
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY'
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES TO

BREACH THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE..WE RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT
ARE BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES. ]• '•'•/,-

THE TIMEKEEPERS:
Mark, RoseAnn, Debbie, Marianne, Helen, Diarine,;
Mary, Cindy, Liz, Marie and contributors: Alex
Jacobs & Ray Fadden.

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR IT!
Ahnawate Corner Store — Racquette Point Rd.
Wil-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island ' ,,: •
Boots Fuel — Cornwall Island :.
Hammills Store — Rooseveltown
Boots Grocery & Gas Station — Cornwall island V
Buddy's Truck Stop — Rt. 37 Racquette Rd. . ...
Akwesasne Museum — Library/Cultural Center
Bears Den — Hogansburg
Senior Citizens Center — Community Bldg. Complex ..
Harry's Market — Hogansburg
Akwesasne Mobil Gas Station — Hogansburg
Buckshots — St. Regis Village .'. .'
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye ., :
Mohawk Video — Rt. 37 Racquette Road . ., . >.
Dave Hall's Grocery — St. Regis . ';,;'
J & L Foodliner -- Hogansburg . • : ','.
Fish's IGA — Fort Covington •-...'•.•.•;
Farquhar's Hardware — Fort Covington , . ;..?•
Country Corner Store — State Road ^
Fountains General Store — Ft. Covington \
CAN'T FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call
us and we can route our carriers to your location. Or if you
know of other outlets who would be willing to sell our
paper, tfieir names or numbers would be appreciated... Calllj
358-9531 and ask for Rosie. . \ .

The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefe in session Maj^6,
1985 unanimously passed a resolution whereby a?
to recognize the will of the people of Akwesasne
commercial bingo as expressed in the May 23rd rej

On May 10th the Mohawk people presented
Councils of Akwesasne with a petition signed by over
community members which asked for a meeting of the "
Councils to discuss the commerical bingo operations:
munity members met with representatives of the
Councils on May 11th at the St. Regis Community Hair;

I Representatives came from the St. Regis Band Council and
1 the Traditional Council but the Mohawk Tribal Council was
not represented by an official Council Chief.

That meeting resulted in a request from the community
[for the three Councils to meet with the bingo investors in
[order to obtain further information.

On May 13th the three Councils and some bingo investors,
iGuilford White and Buddy Cook, met to raise the concerns
expressed by the community According-to Traditional
Chief, Loran Thompson, "The meeting was for informa-
tional purposes only and no decisions were reached."

Approximately 200 community members again met orf
May 16th with the Councils of Akwesasne, the St. Regis Band
Council and the Traditional Council. A Mohawk Tribal
Council Chief was present in a non-official capacity. The
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the information,
received at the closed meeting of May 13th. Although some
Of the questions were answered, many moreconcerns arose
over the vagueness of the contract. A referendum vote was
called for and seconded on the question of commerical

j bingo operations at Akwesanse. .
The referendum was held on May 23rd with 380 voting

"no" to commerical bingo, 25 "yes" and 3 spoiled votes. :
The Mohawk Nation Council believes that the May 23rd

I referendum was conducted in a fair, objective manner with
Ithe voting open to all adult residents of Akwesasne. The
Council also believes that this was the first true democratic
expression of the people's will regarding commerical bingo
at Akwesasne. The peoples decision must be given respect

[and must form the basis upon which a peaceful resolution of
(this matter might be achieved.

Wolf Clan

Bear Clan

Turtle Clan

Editorial
People's Referendum

It sure is a confusing time for many people here in
[Akwesasne. There's that big question of why two of the
three councils don't want the people to voice their feelings
on the bingo issue. Then there's one council which hasn't
made any kind of statement as to their position on the issue
of-the Mohawk Bingo Palace and the issue of the speakeasies.
What happened to the unity that our three councils have
been working on. Weren't we working towards being one
community without allowing the border to interfere in our

i internal unity? •-'..-".,< ,
1 In June of 1984, the Tribal Council held a meeting and at
this meeting they held a referendum, 58 people voted in
favor of the Mohawk Bingo Palace and 4 against, On May 23
after people in the community were informed there was a

[public referendum, where the TOTAl community h a d ^
J chance to participate in, to be able to voice their'concern
labout two issues; The Commercial Bingo -^ The
, Speakeasies. The Akwesasne People had a charice to say
J what they wanted or didn't want in our.community. The

number of people who didn't want commercial bingo in
Akwesasne was 380 with 24 who wanted bingO; Then there
was 375 people who didn't want speakeasies in Akwesasne
and 27 people who did.

Not valid, Not following proper procedures, this May 23
referendum is a negative vote which Will riot affect the deci-
sion that was made by the Tribal Council. Question: why
was 58 vote decision taken as community approval and the

VMsiy 23, 380 vote TOTAL community decision not valid; :
the question here is "who will listen to 580 peoples

voices that are concerned about what is happening to our
community." . ;
; There has always been many controversies in Akwesasne,

but the leadership is making a big mistake when they start
telling the eommunity they have NO say in the issues that af-
fect all of us. All lines of comriiunicatlon must remain open
between the three councils arid the people must have the op-
portunity to have their input. It is unhealthy for.a communi-
ty when there is no participation. There will always be dis-
sent in any issue, isn-t it better when everyone has a chance
to have a say in what happens in our community?

Giving the people all the facts, letting them think about
the issue and deciding what is best for the entire community,
isn't this what the three councils are working towards?
Those 408 people that came out for the May 23 referendum
have to be commended for going to the ballot box and say-
ing what they wanted. Even the 24 people.who wanted the:
bingo ventures, and those 27 people jvho Wanted
speakeasies, The whole point of the referendum was for peo-
ple to say what they wanted, for the entire community to
come out from all parts of Akwesane because we are a total
community.

The people of Akwesasne are amazing, always controver-
sial, and always looking for a better way to insure a safe, iand
healthy future for our children. Don't ever give up on your
dreams and hopes for the future, Akwesasne

>\ Dianne Swamp

letters to the

To the Editors
It is unfortunate that this community has lost another pro-

mising young person due to irresponsible bar owners and
Operators,

Most bars are regulated, but as we all know, several
establishments within our territory are operating illegally
and in an uncontrolled manner. These places have been the
source of many car accidents, assaults to individuals and rap-
ing of bur young women.

The people's referendum which was held on May 23rd in-
dicated an overwhelming opposition to the speakeasies. Out
leadership are now responsible for carrying out the demands
of the people whether it is closing or regulating such illegal
establishments, in addition, our leaders need to meet with
Outside bar owners to express the concerns Of the families of
Akwesasne and request that these owners be more responsi-
ble toward our Native patrons.

We as a community must do everything in our power to
prevent the senseless deaths of our young j^eople. Many of
our young will become the leaders of die-future. It i& our
responsiblity to ensure that these voting people survive to
become our leaders.
Qnen,
Katatiakwas
Brenda LaFrance
Community Member ;,

to the Editors
hail operations at Buddy's maybe

' 1 hardship in light of the bad turn
and Sunday opening Memorial Day

V ^ y h a v e happened is that the high-stakes
bingo Investor* may have received poor or unsound political
advice^ from the Tribal officials and other interested parties
for allowing die bingo operation to build on the reservation.
It should be remembered that at several Tribal meetings, the
issue of the referendum was addressed by those attending
the session, only to have their comments cast aside and their
motions not entertained. With the wisdom of hindsight, the
politicans should have listened to these people, and held a
referendum on this matter in the first place. The backlash
from the bingo operation without the consent of the people
has resulted «te
1. Strong negative publicity by the media
2. Deep grassroots reservation resentment
3. Great promise of severe financial loss
4. An underlying threat and fear of more serious far-reaching
consequences

There are also others who have expressed a profound
dislike at the notion that the future bingo operations may ex-
tend their influence and become involved with the Tribal
rnake, up pfotir reservation community.
$ d t e ' ' ' ' '"p ! ,

The recent referendum regarding commercial high-stakes
bihgo alsb; adjressed another important concern to
Akwesasne residents: illegal blind pigs or speakeasies. This
thorn-iti-the-Side to Akwesasne residents was aptly brought
home about two weeks ago when one of the off-duty St.
Regis Akwesiisne Policeman accidently collided with
another vehicle on Route 37. Both vehicles were damaged
substanially. The other car's driver was substanially shaken
and re/ceived medical attention. It was reported that prior to
the accident theoff-duty policeman was seen at a local illegal
speakeasy.

Another accident occurred on the Brockway Road and
Drum Street area in which a person died. He was reportedly
seen at a local Illegal speakeasy.

How much longer must this continue?
How many more accidents and deaths does Akwesasne

need to endure that are speakeasy related?
Will our politicans address this matter? Or will they con-

tinue to procrastinate? What about "Tribal integrity?"
What about the Indian resident referendum on May 23rd?
These issues are in the minds of Akwesasne residents and

our present political Tribar officials seem to be doing
nothing, just upsetting their constituents. Maybe if they
don't do anything, the problem might go away!!

—-Kahionhaktakia
Wolf Clan, Akwesasne

Dear Indian Time:
We have heard of your plans to produce Indian Time

weekly for a three-week series. We realize that this will be a
lot of work for all of you who are involved in producing our
finest community paper.

We hope that in the midst of all of this extra work that you
know that the community here at Akwesasne commends
your efforts to cover the news at Akwesasne and keep our
people informed*

We also would like you to know that your fine work does
not go unnoticed: Time Keepers you are the best.

: Yours truly,
Sally Benedict, & The Akwesasne Museum Staff

Comments from Candidates
Continued from front page

Andy Cook
Andy Cook resides on State Road and is married to Irene

Thompson; They have two children; Derek 13 arid
Stephanie10. Andy is employed by the St. Lawrence Seaway
as a lineman and he has worked there for the past three and a
half years, Andy has lived on the St. Regis Reservation all of
his life with the exception, of the time he has spent in the ser-
vice, Andy.said; "I'm a firm believer in the platform we have
Issued in Indian Time concerning issues facing our reserva-
tion. We must work together as a whole community, not
three governments. The. meetings that the three govern-
ments have had are a step in the right direction. If I am
elected, I will work for the people and do what the people

; w a n t ! " : - ' . . V ' - ' : ' ; ' " - : . ;•• • " '. ' .'• ' •
\ . ' —Cindy Terrance

Julius 'Speed* Herne
Julius 'Speed' Herne is married to Carol Terrance and has

lived on the reserve all his life-with the exception of twenty
years that he spent in the U.S. Navy. He has done construc-
tion work before joining the Navy and while he was enlisted.
While enlisted in the Navy Speed gained experience there
that he feels benefited him and the reserve. Speed has also
been the director of die Young Adult Conservation Corps.
He has also been active in community service as a leader of
h Boy Scour^roop in Hogansburg. He is also a member of

> 4mer^ar)vX«gion Post 1479. Speed lias represented the
! in numerous meetings in Albany concerning housing.

* rworkmg on the enrollment committee for the
' ~ :d said, "I'm looking forward to working

•parteif we arc voted into office on June
Bonaparte Is the best choice that we
made, to, fill a chiefs position. The

iromen must tie heard and I know of no
[ that they will be, then to elect

Larry Thompson
Larry Thompson stated he's in ftiB agreement with running
mates Thclbert Bigtrec, Andy Cook and Brenda LaFrance.
No photo available. • • ' « . . " „
• .*•• ' . • . ' • • ' —Dianne Swamp

Warren Gonners
Unavailable for comment at this writing.

Photo: Dianne Swamp

Brenda LaFrance
Brenda is well known in the Akwesasne community for

her eommunity involvement and committment to helping
Akwesasne to be better place. Brenda is currently working
for the Band Council as Band Administrator. She is now
challenging Reginald White for the Tribal Council position
of Sub-Chief for the two year term.

Brenda was; asked why she decided to run for the sub-
chief position and she replied, "I felt it was time for a change
in the community and I want to help the community." As to
the question of "how do you feel about the historical aspect
of being one of the women candidates for the Tribal elec-
tions?" Brenda stated, "I feel that voters should not be in-
fluenced by the gender of the candidate. People should vote
for the candidate who's position expresses the voters view
points; regardless of whether it is a man or a woman. There
has been much publicity on the fact that two women are run-
ning for office, 'history' it is called. Voters must take this
with caution and must listen to the positions of the can-
didates because that is what is most important. Granted,
historically, Iroquois women have been active in politics,
these women had a futuristic approach to leader selection.
Any leader selected must make decisions based on the
welfare of future generations."
Question: "What is yOur feeling towards opposing Reginald
White for the sub-chief position."
Brenda.- "Reginald White was in office in 1979 when all the
trouble broke out, and people are concerned that those
issues not happen again. I don't think the people want so-
meone who stand for that. "

On the issues of commercial bingos, speakeasies, and
economic development, Brenda stated, "These are issues
that should be placed before the community of Akwesasne
in a referendum. -If the community wants bingo then it
should be regulated, we should be prepared for this. As for
the speakeasies, the young kids are going to these places, if
the referendum show that people want these closed then we
close theni, if the people want them open then we regulated
them. My personal opinion is that we close them down. We
should be considering big businesses that preserves land and
not cause problems in our society, the investors should be
from within the community, not from the outside. There are
many other issues that should be included, such as the law
enforcement, the three councils have to sit down and have
one system for the entire community, and form one peace
keeping force. The people need to take responsibility to look
after each other, care for one another. The four people that
are running realize that the 'Power is the People', the policy
makers make the decisions, but the major issues goes before
the people. It is the responsibility of the leaders to go to the
people for a referendum, regardless of our own opinions.
Nia wen.'

— Dianne Swamp

Reginald White
Reginald White, running against Brenda LaFrance for the

two year term as sub-chief stated, "When I am elected then
I'll have something to say. Right now I have no comment."

-» Dianne Swamp


