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Protesters picketing opening of commerical bingo on
Sunday, May 26th. Photo: Cindy Terraace

Two Days of Protest
The Grand Opening of the Bingo Palace was marred by

the Akwesasne people, whose voices weren't listened to by
the Tribal leadership. A public referendum was held on May
23, 1985 and at that vote 380 voted they didn't want com-
mercialized bingo in Akwesasne with 24 people saying yes
they did. Another major issue was the speakeasies, the peo-
ple who didn't want speakeasies in .Akwesasne were 375
with l~! people'who voted yes they wanted speakeasies to
stay. The Tribal leadership called the referendum as not
valid, not following proper procedures. Statements were
made by the Tribal leaders to the national and local media
that the referendum would not have any effect on their deci-
sion and the bingo at Buddy's Truck Stop complefc had their
tribal sanction. • ' ••. : • ••

Because of the leaderships refusal to allow valid concerns
for the health and peace of Akwesasne to be heard and
discussed, people of Akwesasne moved to openjy and
peaceably protest their points. This weekend protest had its
effect tin the grand opening. The amount of people that was
expected by the management of the bingo palace failed to
show up. The attendance was worst on Sunday then it was
on the first day. The question now is will the leadership
listen, or will they continue to turn a deaf ear to the concerns
that many Akwesasne people have about what happens to
the community. •

The people that are, opposed to the high stakes bingo, ven-
ture had expressed their concerns of how to control these
hundreds of people that are coming into the community.
What effect will they have on the health and what types of
damage will they do to the environment. There is also the
concern that the bingo venture will influence, criminal
••!•' nienis into the community. Some of the protestors have
stated that they will not give up until the doors to the bingo
hall is closed. . . . . : , -

On Sunday May 26th, two chartered buses with bingo
players were slightly detained as a tractor kept breaking
down along Route 37, which is the main highway through
Mohawk Territory. The people against.the high stakes bingo
venture took advantage of the situation and walked along
side the buses to show the bingo players their signs of pro-
tests. The New York State Police also walked along side the
people and direct the traffic slow down.

The questions' now are how long will each side hold out,
will the bingo continue, will the protests continue, will there
be a compromise? Just another quiet weekend in Akwesasne.

Dianne Swamp

Gesso Thomas Places 1st at
Niagara Falls Pow-Wow

NIAGARA FALLS—Gesso Thomas and the Standing Arrow
Singers received trophies and prize money after entering
competition at the 4th Annual Niagara Falls 'Turtle' Pow-
Wow which was held on May 18th and 19th in Niagara Falls.

The Standing Arrow Singers were the host drum for the
pow wow Gesso Thomas took first place for the Men's
Traditional Dance competition. Gesso received a trophy and
$1,150 for his performance. There were 200 dancers at the
pow wow competing in various categories for the dance
competitions. , •

The Standing Arrow Singers also took 2nd place in the
drum competition. 15 entrants from different reserves and
areas competed in this competition. The Standing Arrow
Singers received a trophy and $500 as the second place
prize. The Red Earth Singers from Tama, Iowa placed first
and the Smoky Town Singers from Onomtnee, Wisconsin
took third place. .

Cindy Terrance

Acid Rain Index
From Huntington

Forest, N.y.
From Akwesasne

(Station A)
Dec. 5-12
Dec. 13-19
Dec. 20-27
Dec. 28-Jan.2
Jan. 3- 9
Jan. 10-19
Jan. 16-22
Jan. 23-30
Feb. 2- 6
Feb. 11-15
Feb. 20-27
Feb. 27-Mar.6
Mar. 6-13
Mar. 14-19
Mar. 2 7-Apr. 1
Apr.7-Apr. 13
Apr. 28-May 4

5.11
4.06
4.71
4.53
4.27
4.18
4.37
4.12
4.32
4.36
4.24
4.59
4.06
4.36
4.41
3.87
4.30

May2O-May24 5.9
May25-May26 5.3

April 13
April 22
April 29

4.0
5.3
5.7

pH
The acidity or alkalinity of a substance is measured on a logarithmic
scale from 0 to 14 ,,known as pH. A pH of 7 to neutral, whereas a pH
of 14 is extrememly acidic. Due to the logarithmic nature of the
scale, a pH of 4 is 10 times more acidic, than a pH of 6. Unpolluted'
rainwater has a -maximum acidity-or fnirUmum pH of 5.6, -. :

Peaceful Protest Held During
Opening of Bingo Games

AKWESASNE—The concerned residents who are opposing
the bingo operations held a peaceful demonstration and pro-
test prior to the opening of the bingo hall on Saturday and
$unday, May 25 th and 26th. The group detained: buses that
were on their way to the bingo hall for about an hour by the
crowd of people who opposed the opening of the bingo hall
On Saturday, May 25th, the bingo hall had 950 seats filled for
the bingo. The seating capacity for the hall is 1800. Sunday's
crowd was only 450 people. Owners of the hall felt that
because of the protesters, people were leary of going to the
bingo. Players for the bingo games pay an average off 50 to
get a chance to win part of the $120,000 that was awarded
overthe week-end.

—Cindy Tefrance

Dinner Held for CKON Radio
Staff and Board Members

AKWESASNE — The Sheltered Workshop:indi treatment
Day Center Program provided a dinner for tfip board
members and staff of CKON Radio on Thursday May 23rd-
The dinner was held by students who are attending the Daily
Living Skills Program to show their appreciation for funds
the program received from the CKON radio bingo.

The Sheltered Workshop and Treatment Center was one
of six non-profit organizations which received proceeds
from the CKON radio bingo on May 13th. The CKON radio
bingo is aired every Tuesday night at 8 p.m, on FM 97.3

Ginger Gray, Peggy Montour, Kerri Mantour and assistant
director Diane Cook prepared the dinner^ J£2tj*eritt<; :MQ«-
tour, Carol Thompson aiid^Gei^ieve Tatb l̂Ka
with the dinner. . ' :

Twenty-four people attended the dinner, many of the peo-
ple were from CKON Radio staff, and also representatives
from the St. Regis Mohawk Health Services were pjresent.
From the funds received from the radio bingo, the program
purchased much needed kitchen equipment and food.

At this time, there are three students enrolled in the Daily
Living Skills program. Eric Herne is the director of the pro-
gram, Diane Cook is the assistant. Their program serves duel
purposes for the students who are either physically or men-
tally handicapped. The students first enter the Daily Living
Skills Program which is run by Diane. Here they learn dif-
ferent skills, receive education along with job training: to
prepare themselves for jobs. Eric Herne arranges jobs and
tries to provide jobs for the students after they have corn",
pleted the Daily Living Skills Program. The program is equip-
ped for handling six students, at this time there are only
three. Anyone interested in enrolling in the program should
contact Eric or Diane at the Community Building. :.

Cindy Terrance

Three Years

Sub-Chief Three Years

Chief Two Years

>-Chief Two Years

T&>al Clerk

WESASNE J t On Saturday June 1st elections will be
at tjnt Tribal Council. Enrolled members will be able to
from f> a.m.1 until 5 p.m. There are eight positions that

be voted on and they are:
Candidates
Rosemary Bonaparte
Thelbert Bigtree
Warren Connors
Larry Thompson
Andy Cook
Julius "Speed" Herne
Brenda LaFrance
Reginald White
Carol Herne

Ibf the candidates. Reginald White has previously held the
ition of Chief. Julius 'Speed' Herne has been the sub-chief
the last two months, filling in for Allen Terrance. Allen

tly took a leave of absence and Speed as his sub-chief
d the position. Speed ran for the position of Chief twice

ir|jthe past but was defeated both tunes. Thelbert Bigtree ran
against Leonard Garrow for the position of chief in 1982,
a§d was defeated by a narrow margin in that election.

Two women are running in the elections this year; They
ace running for the positions of chief and sub-chief.
Rosemary Bonaparte is running against Thelbert Bigtree for
the pXJSitipn of chief f0r three years. Brenda LaFrance is run-
nirig against Reginald White for the office of sub-chief for
tiaro years. Ttjtis is an unprecedented change from previous
electionsj, It is the first time that women have been
np|ninatedfor the positions of chief and sub-chief.

— Cindy Terrance

Thelbert Bigtree and family, candidate for Chief for
three year term. Photo: Cindy Terrance

T&elbert Bigtree
TThelbert Bigtree is running for the position of chief for 3

years against Rosemary Bonaparte. Thelbert is married to
Marlene Berd and they have five children; Shari 13, Tricia
11, SharlaB^Oren 5 and Ohhontsiiosta 2. Thelbert has been
employed by Alcoa for the past five and half years: Thelbert
had these comments for the press, "Myself, Larry Thomp-
son, Brenda LaFrance and Andy Cook have issued
statements (Together Today For Our Children Tomorrow)
Which was previously published in the last issue (Vol. 3, No.
10} of IndianTime, which I feel explains my views on cer-
tain issues; I believe the future of this community lies in
unification of the three governments to achieve our overall
goals. The people dfthe community must be consulted on
all issues which Wiili have long term effects on our lives and
bur future generations. If I am elected Chief, I would like to
distribute more poorer back to the people, the people should
have more say in major decisions which directly affect them.
I would like to try and bring about more UNITY between the
three factions^The issues like the referendum for the com-
mercial bingo arid the speakeasies affect the whole reserva-
tion.'' V —Cindy Terrance

Mohawk Bingo Palace Opens
The Mbtovirls JBingp Palace opened its doors at 3pm, May

25 th to offer thousands of dollars in prizes to bingo players
from all 6ver.-'the courttry. The opening ceremonies were
hosted by MsJ Minerva White and people and press were in-
vited to attend; the festivities. Tribal Leaders, Leonard Gar-
row, Larry Pyke and Julius Herne along with their wives
were on hand for the Grand Opening. Guilford White and
other investors, Gary Palmer, Don Jacobs and Emmette
Munley, were at the opening. Basil "Buddy" Cook was out
of towrf.

Guilford White stated "this bingo venture will help the
community, the Tribe benefits by receiving 51 % or $10,000
every month as their share of the profits, this can be used

Vocational Rehabilitation Living Skills Program, 1st
row L-R: Peggy Montour and Kerri Mofttour. 2n4fOW
L-R Ginger Gray and Assistant Director Diane Cook>

^ Photo: OwtyTowjuice

Akwesasne Freedom School
Fundraiser a Success

AKWESASNE—The Akwesasne Freedom
approximately $3,000 from their Bowt-A-1
held at the Bowl-mor Lanes (Pappy's) luf"
day, April 27th. .

There were sixteen participants in thel
money has not been collected as y ^ j "
ders said. "I felt that we had a great W

has raised
which 1«w

onSatur-

and participants really went all out w|
and everything. I'm hoping to havcai
we had such a success with this one/'

Pyke, Guilford
Palace, sad

it'ribbon cutting

Rosemary Bonaparte, candidate for Chief for three
year term. Photo: DUaae Swamp

Rosemary Bonaparte
Rosemary Bonaparte's election theme is "Time to Work

Together". Rosemary is a well known member of the
Akwesasne community. She has and is currently involved in-
many community organizations and services to the
Akwesasne people. Rosemary was one of the originial
members of the Akwesasne Library and Cultural Center. She
was the recording secretary for the monthly Tribal meetings,
and she was also chairman of the 1984 Christmas Basket
Drive. In 1983 and October of 1985, Rosemary was the co-
fchairperson for the Native Career Fair.

Sotne of Rosemary's educational and work background in-
cludes being a Notary Public since 1969 and being a legal
secretary for 13 years. She has also worked with the New
York State Division of Youth as a Youth Counsellor for two

- years. Rosemary is a graduate of Mater Dei College and is a
St. Lawrence University graduate.

'. One of the major concerns that Rosemary felt that should
be addressed was that the Tribal Council be open and that
the leadershp should listen to the concerns that are express-
ed by the people. Rosemary h4s 'always been available to
people whenever they wanted help. If she" has information
on how to solve or find alternatives, then she gave people
those options. .

Rosemary said,''I felt honored by being nominated for the
elections and people have been telling me their glad I am
running. Being a woman candidate is not an issue to the
Akweasrie people, the only ones it is an issue with is the out-
side media." She also stated, "It is important that the people
in the community know what is happening and the meetings
should be open so people know. There should be an agenda
published before the meetings so people know what will be
discussed and can think about the items then be informed
when they go to the meetings."

As for the bingo issue, Rosemary stated, "1 don't see a
detrimental effect with the bingo, the bingo is good for the
community, we just have to be on top of it because pro-
grams that are funded by the government are being cut and
this is a way to get outside investment to help our
econ6my,": On the protest that went on this weekend
Rosemary said "this can be resolved by open communica-
tion, we have to listen to the concerns that people have, the
opposition might have valid reasons."

"I see the need for a tribal code, which would define the
roles of the chiefs, the three councils, and to have a judicial
system, all of which would have to be acceptable to the peo-
ple. They definitely have to be involved and be able to say if
this Would be what they want. We should also maintain the
respect and integrity of the Tribal Council. I look forward to
the elections and the outcome on Saturday."

—Dianne Swamp
towards the community programs that the government is
cutting back on;" The information given out by the bingo
palace literature states that $ 120,000 will be given out as
prizes in its first weekend of operations. The cost to the
players to gain entry to these prizes come in packages of
$50.00, $75.00 and $100.00. There is a brand new
Oldsmobite that was given out as a door prize the first night,
also baskets full of money, $500.00 went to Lucy White from
State Road, as one of the door prizes given out..

Guilford had hoped the bingo hail to be full but estimated
that there was approximately 900 people in attendance. In-
side the palace there are rows of tables for the players, a
huge kitchen staff to serve the people with waiters and
waitresses travelling back and forth among the tables so that
the players can keep playing without being interrupted.
Other workers travel amongst the players setting Nevada
Tickets, ranging from $1.00 to the $5.00 tickets, a person
can also buy extra bingo cards from the workers. All this so a
person stays right at their seats.

There is a security force provided by the bingo palace, this
is headed by Warren Connors. Connors and his security staff
will provide an escort for winners to their homes if re-
quested but only for area residents. According to Guilford,
this service couldn't be provided for people coming in from
a/distance.

As the opening ceremonies recognition, was given to the
Construction workers who put up the building and a plague
wiU be hung. Brad Bonaparte was recognized for drawing
the Mohawk Bingo Palace logo. Mae Bigtree as the most avid
bingo player on the "Rezz", she received a free bingo
package for the opening 'games. Leonard Garrow received

'recognition for his participation and help in getting the
Bingo Palace under way. Speeches was given by Leonard
Garrow and Guilford White then the ribbon cutting
ceremony was done and the doors opened to the awaiting
crowd of bingo players who had already started to assemble
outside. —

One bingo player stated "I've been to bingo halls at Buf-
falo and now I want to try mis one, my children didn't want
me to come because of the situation here but I know you In-
dians wouldn't hurt me." Afterwards another bingo player
who won $1,000 yelled'"My God I Just Won $1,000."

that's how it was during opening night at the Mohawk
Bingo Palace, bingo players oblivious to anything going out-
side just concentrating on making that big win.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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