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INDIAN TIME
...Networking j

Iroquois Communities
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people
and eventually all Iroquois communities:
Our editorial policy is this: 0
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and informa-
tion from all sides and view points to properly represent all,
people of Akwesasne. f̂ou can help us by presenting Us with.
the facts, nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials or
letters of people who wish to comment on community
issues, as long as these articles are noninflammatory, .or-
hateful. If someone insists on putting their feet in their;
mouth, we may help them by printing their words. Other-
wise, look on INDIAN TIME as a community service. We can
disagree on principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same problems. SQ IN-
DIAN TIME is here, to inform you, possible entertain you,
and help your group or family, and to pay respect to cOrii-
munity people. v .
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PRINTED AT:
Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontario

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535 . . ,'
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road

*********** ADVERTISING * * * * * * * * *
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES T O
REACH THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE,
THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT
ARE BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES.
THE TIMEKEEPERS:
Mark, RoseAnn, Debbie, Marianne, Helen, Dianne,
Mary, Cindy, Liz, Marie and contributors: Alex
Jacobs, Peter Blue Cloud, John Fadden, ,t>aye
McDonald and the Akwesasne Museum.

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR IT! ^
Ahnawate Corner Store — Racquette Point Rd.
Wil-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island .
Boots Fuel — Cornwall Island ;.
Hammills Store — Rooseveltown , '.'•••..
Boots Grocery & Gas Station — Cornwall Island :

Buddy's Truck Stop — Rt. 37 Racquette Rd. . ;
Akwesasne Museum — Library/Cultural Center ,
Bears Den — Hogansburg . ;.:-"
Senior Citizens Center — Community Bldg. Complex
Harry's Market — Hogansburg
Akwesasne Mobil Gas Station — Hogansburg •
Buckshots — St. Regis Village.
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye •'••..,•:
Mohawk Video — Rt. 37 Racquette Road "•'.•'";
Dave Hall's Grocery — St. Regis ' .-'•:•.'.•}
J & L Food l iner— Hogansburg ••••/•:
Fish's IGA — Fort Covington .-
Farquhar 's Hardware — Fort Covington ,:
Country Corner Store — State Road
Fountains General Store — Ft. Covington • i
CAN'T FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply calji
us and we can route our carriers to your location. Or if you,
know of other outlets who would be willing to sell Our
paper, their names or numbers would be appreciated. Gall
358-9531 and ask for Rosie.

Editorial
^ Mohawk people are never to be underestimated In any of
V their activities, we always managed to be the first to break
L new ground or are willing to find alternatives to what other

people may call standard behavior. In the history of
Akwesasne's elective system theie has never been a woman

r candidate, now the people have that choice. W01 there be a
l woman sitting with the men chiefs of the elective system?
^ 1985 will very well be an interesting year in the elective
u system politics.

^ Native women have never been so active in the political
L structure but there has come a time when it seems that thp
",• time is right for the change whether it is a good choice, has
Lu yet to be seen, but in the elective system it would be very In-
^ teresting to see such a dramatic change: Many'of the
i Mohawk men are prone to leave Akwesasne because the ma-
TJjority of work in the construction industry and they have to
4 travel far to gain employment. The men who live in the con^
n; munity are usually the lucky few who can obtain work in the
•jj community or in the nearby plants, and these are the men
r, who are elected officials whether it is for the elective system,
«4 Traditional System or the Elected Band Council.
]' Rosemary Bonaparte will be running against Thelbert
.ii Bigtree for the position for Chief for a three year term, which
pi was the position Leonard Garrow held Another woman can-
Jdidate for the position of the Sub-Chief two year term is

E Brenda LaFrance who will run against Reginald White, This
position was previously held by Julius "Speed" Herne who

[1 is presently running for the two year term of Chief position;
^•previously held by Allan Terrance.
Hj Akwesasne is ready for Women leaders but the real ques-
•"jtion here is "Is the Elective System ready for women
p leaders?" ; ' - ' • • : . • • ' . •;• ; . • ' ••",-• ",_ }'._••_
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* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE V
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for Indian
Time have increased as follows: ' .-.' c.
U.S.A. $33.OO/year •'-•••;
Canada $40.00/year • ' :
Subscriptions for a 3 month or 6 month term are negotiable.
A gift subscription is a great way to keep your relatives that
live away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at
home. '.';.

Don't miss an issuel Subscribe Now! \ ;
Send your check or money order to:
INDIAN TIME
P.O. Box 196 :
Mohawk Nation :

via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196 ; .
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State Acts to Block Bid by
, Museum to Move its Indian

Artifacts to Texas
The world's largest collection of American Indian artifacts

is shaping up as the prize in a tug-of-war between New York
state officials and a New York City museum, with a Texas ty-
coon on the sidelines.

State Attorney General Robert Abrams yesterday sub-
[ poenaed any records of the Museum of the American Indian
] relating to plans to move its collection of more than a million
artifacts from New York City to Dallas. Abrams vowed to

I block the move, which museum officials have supported.
A lawyer for the State Education Department said the State

I Board of Regents would have to review the museum's
I charter to determine whether it would permit such amove,

But a spokeswoman for H. Ross Perot, chairman pf the
I Board of Electonic Data Systems Corp. in Dallas, who would
[finance the move, said Perot doesn't want to get involved in
| a -legal battle with New York officials.

Spokeswoman Penny Pasquesi said Perot's offer of\t70
I million to relocate the Indian collection is "pretty much cpn-
|tingent on a move to Texas. " , :

"I really don't think (Perot) would contest it if New York
I (officials) tried to keep the musuem in New York State," she
[ sa id . • • .. . - ' . • • • ' • . . ' • ' . • " ' • • • • .•'••' • ' • " ••• - •' ••, '.

Pasquesi said the offer from Perot was made in response to
| a request for help from museum trustee Charles Simon* who
lives in New York City. Perot, a reported biljionaire> agreed
to finance the move because he is a scholaf of ̂ ntericaiJ,

[History and a patron tof the arts, she said/ '" : "-' '.•& ''••> '•?'.''
Former Rochester-area congressman Barber Conable,

| chairman of the Indian museum's board of trustees, did not
| return a reporter's telephone calls yesterday, Conable last
I week voted with all but one other board member to con-
tinue talks with Perot about moving the collection to Texas,

Locally, historian and Indian scholar Sheldon Fisher Of
•Victor has proposed that the portion of the museum collec-
tion dealing with Northeastern Indians be moved to Gan-
nagaro, the site of a major 17th century Seneca Indian settle-
ment near Victor and a state historic site.

; Fisher said the museum collection, which includes several
objects from Gannagaro, could be divided into two parts,
with the artifacts pertaining to Northeastern Indians placed
in a museum at Gannagaro. The remainder could be rrioved
to Texas, he said.

At Fisher's prompting, the board of directors of the Finger
Lakes Association yesterday supported the idea of
establishing a regional Indian museum at Gannagaro.
Association Executive Director Conrad Tunrjey. said such a
facility would be a strong tourist attraction and valuable
educational resource for the area. ; ,
;X5avid Fishlow, Abrams' deputy press, secretary, saitf

rumors reached his office two weeks ago that the museum
was considering a move to Texas.

At that time, he said Abrams sent Conable a letter saying
the museum could not be moved without State $uprerhe
Court order, because ithad been created by a 19l6trust that
.required it to be maintained in New York City for the benefit
of residents of New York State.

"The attorney general has a specific statutory resppnsibll-
ty for enforcing the terms of the trust and intends to carry it
but," Fishlow said. "It is our understanidng that the letter
Mr. Abrams sent to Mr. Conable was never brought to the
board's attention, but was treated as a private cor-
respondence, although it was meant as a: formal notice." ..

' /Fishlow "said Abrams yesterday issued subpoenaes for the
museum's financial records, resolutions of the board of
directors, and any reports and memos dealing with a poten-
tial move out of state. .,-.•[

;, Should tne museum board attempt to move the collection
without obtaining court permission, Pishlow said, Abrams
would seek an induction to block it.

Museum Director Roland Force said the museum was
established in 1916 by George Gustay Heye, who turned
from engineering to collecting Indian artifacts as a young
man in 1896. He founded the museum and directed it until
two years before his death in 1957

The museum has fallen on hard times in the past several
years, according to Force. Its *4 million endowment pro-
vides only $350,000 annually in interest income, and the rest
Of the museum's budget must be raised by "beating the
bushes," he said.

Located at Broadway and 155th St far from the city's main
museum district, the museum is in a neighborhood noted for
its high crime rate, so visitors are relatively few

•\:- Further, Force said, only 4 percent of the museum's vast
collection can be displayed at the present site. Most of the
rest is stored some 20 miles away from the main building. A
research library is located in a third site.

Force said the museum board had been negotiating with
Perot since last November and favored moving the collec-
tion to a new site in Dallas. Artifacts would Still be available
fb> special exhibits in New York and elsewhere, Force said.

"Our museum is far out of touch with modem museum
science. The displays are dusty, dirty and crowded. Most
h|ve been in place for some 20 years. We lust don't have the
space or the resources to do anything withjtftem, and in this

Hunkering Down
COMMUNICATION

Iroquois people need to communicate with each other at
this, critical juncture in the Confederacy and individual com-
munites, and now more than ever. LAND RIGHTS is the
issue what with the Supreme Court voting 5-4 in favor of the
Qneidas right to the land. Iroquois people are on the verge
of a total sett-out in which we trade in our lands for back rent
and go into "business" hoping for the best or using REASON
to solve the sensitive issues of Land Management and
Resource Management, Indian jurisdiction and law on Indian
land, and developing Trade and Commerce within our lands
according to the:'£evcn Generations philosophy, not any get
rich quick: scheme-
•People do stand to get rich and it's lawyers, land

'speculators, outside investors who become "controlling in-
rterests/' all types of land-sharks ready to steal the wealth
from Indiansibefojre pur resources can be re-invested in the
future of our; generatioiis. It's happening right now

;wherever Indians ''win" in courts and in decisions and
negotiations,!greedy speculators are ready to move under
the prp-business Reagan regime to take what is ours, and
there are Iodian people who will gladly GIVE them what.
they ask for a quick profit. Without Resource and Commerce
Management,, the tax agencies will have both feet in the
door, with mismanagement of land and back-rent plus in-
terest the "professional" Indian-baiters will have more fuel
for their fire to abolish Indian Law and Indian Land. Right
now* in the disguise of this "Professionalism," legal types,,
anthropologists, professors, journalists, right and left wing
fanatics, leisure type environmentalists, are all going about
their REVISIONIST work in re-mythologizing America and
what AmericaLdid to its original peoples and saying it's
alright because we were savages anyway and riot noble
redmen and the fight of conquest was right to begin with.
Legal teams ate attacking those Indians who have no land
base by saying they are hoUonger Indians, they have no land,
no language, no culture. It is now impossible that this same
strategy can arid will be applied to all Indian Nations, down
the ro?d if the current trend continues of get-rich-quick
schemes over Management and Reason and Unity.

''Professionalism" is a creed that holds that people are ig-
norant and not Capable of deciding issues. The masses of
people are; ignorant in only in that they do not have the pro-
per information to make sound judgements and this is the
fault of the same "professionals" who care only about their
jobs, positions, titles arid reputations. The masses often rebel
against this.intellectual posturing and re-enforce themselves
through their pnly outlet in mass media and pop cultures or
sub-cultures, it's a catch-2 2 syndrome because there are
"professionals" who control the mass media and pop-
culture apparatus through media corporations and advertis-
ing and co-opting the heart of folk or popular trends, into
passing; trends where style wins out over substance.

Money and profits are the biggest trend, Indians did quite
well without money and profits for thousands of years,
Euro-American .civilization has controlled the world scene
for a fraction of that time and they are phasing themselves
put of existence along with the natural resources and the
natural law'of balances, The future of this Euro-American
trend is an International Order where the masses of people

. are workers sharing common problems and the whole com-
munist philosophy can easily be co-opted into some kind of
spcialisrii fpr air workers to keep the Machine in order, and
the new aristocracy, pf course, are those who control the
profits that the Workers create. '
, this top-heavy structure is to be built on a pile of bones,
many Indian skeletons buried in its foundations, and with no
sinew arid fresh blood to hold this structure together, it will
collapse in a Nudear Winter or a killing spree with the rich as
the main course. Reagan talks of a Second American Revol-
tion but no one seems to remember that the first American
Revolution was for rich, land-owning, slave-owning,
business white inert; The good of that first revoltuion was on
paper only, the ideals (of which we all know were stolen and
twisted from the Iroquois and Indian self-reliance) never
balances With the business of profit-making. .

The fresh bidpd mentioned above refers to the ingenuity
of cultures and grassroots folk who can solve local-regional
problems, and when those issues are in hand, the global
issues could disappear, since the pnly people concerned
about "global issues" are the super-powers and those still
stuck in the colonialist mentality of stealing resources and
killing'people or relocating people to get at those resources;
The inbred and static Euro-American civilization constantly
needs fresh ideas and innovations, only to re-create the
universe of natural resources into artificial intelligence and
chemical substances, which are easier to "control" in legal
patents but they have no idea how to control the
mismanagement Pf these chemicals and the technology that
created them, or the philosophy that guide them. '

America is riot bad, the land is rich, the people are stub-
born and need meaning to their work. The people who re-
create a universe into money and guarded urban aristocratic
ghettos are sick and their money keeps them infected with
the disease. They need us more than we need them, but time
is running out in that equation.

In science; Darwinism or the Theory of Evolution is being
attacked 0$ rethought and this also puts in jeopardy the cor-
ralafies;-'of Reagans Social Darwinism that holds only the
strong surviyei only those that control will survive, leaving .
the unbusinesslike to suffer and breeding greed and control
of power in the youth who have never known poverty or
basic survival; The new thinking on evolution points to uni-
que arid local evolution over a broad and global concealed
genetic or^er. To this observer that seems to point to unique
cultures and indigenous, ingenious solutions solved by sim-
ple natural law and the complex inter-relationships are the
hiddesn Order: through-put the globe.

Those Who aie successful will survive, and success may or
may not./h^ye>:anything to do with business-sense or
abstract knowledge of economically or socially blinding
theory; Success is havirig your house in order, a meaning to
"work, naturaj values Over artifical trends, and sound founda-
Uons. Thisb^iance seems essentially break-even not profit-
makirigt and those who* can reason can create a slim margin
of success Where we all can have a little left over to re-invest
in the future. Success is surviving with meaning, not in the
destruction p{'life for passirig greed. The individual is not
sick but society has become a basket-case and Reagan is
delivering a eulogy right now. and we all can be his
pallbearers arid die with money in our pockets.

1! < M L ' i : ' i ' ' , 'i.

cial support,
square feet of display and storage
the first to say he could satisfy our
(Source: Democrat & ^'
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The Inuit Women's
Association

x - f by Joan Riggs
"There is a real need for women to get involved in the

process of development in the North, The Inuit culture is
undergoing too many political and social adjustments for
women to ignore. Changes made on the outside always hit
home. Therefore they arc always felt by women.

With this sentiment in mind and a quiet determination, In
uit women have built the Inuit Women's Association (IWA)
into a national organization whose overall objective is to
"encourage women to contribute and participate in the
development and improvement of their society at all levels. '

A Brief History
The idea/or an organization for Inuit women grew out of

a recommendation made in Pangnirtung that the time was
right for Inuit women to represent themselves. The large
numbers of non-Inuit native women in the Native Women's
Association of Canada had hindered Inuit women's voices
from being heard. And the predominantly male or mixed In-
uit organizations were of great value but did not always ad-
dress those issues that were of pressing importance to Inuit
women.

In 1980, after consistent pushing from Inuit women, the
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada (ITC) passed a resolution suppor-
ting the establishment of a committee of Inuit women. Mary
Sillett, formally of the Inuit Committee on National Issues
(ICNI), took on the responsibility for finding the funds for
the groundwork to be done. A grant was received from
Secretary of State and in 1981, Jeela Moss-Davies was hired
to travel to each region in the North, visiting councils and
the media to determine how much support there was for an
Inuit women's association. She also travelled to Greenland
to explore what women had done there. The response was a
resounding yes... Inuit women wanted their own organiza-
tion. Ms. Moss-Davies, by this time totally committed to the
idea of an organization, began the task of co-ordinating a
founding meeting.

The founding meeting was held in Frobisner Bay, NWT in
March 1983. Twenty-six women gathered to elect a board of
directors, select regional representatives and discuss the
direction- and aims of the organization, jeela Moss-Davies
was elected the first President of the Inuit Women's Associa-
tion. During this .meeting, many resolutions were passed
relating to a vast number Pf issues, including the establish-
ment pf an office for the association.

After the founding meeting, women's committees were
started in communities across the Arctic. It was time to coor-
dinate the work that was being done at the local level. It
became the task of the president to put together a solid
organizational base in Ottawa where most of the lobbying
for changes would occur. Negotiations with Secretary of
State were.started to ensure that the Inuit Women's Associa-
tion was given core.funding in order to act as the official
representative for Inuit women in Canada.

By April 1, 1984, the organization was officially establish-
ed; IWA was incorporated and core funding was received.
But the work had again just begun...

IWA's office is now established in Ottawa in the same
building as ITC and ICNI. Four people, including the Presi-
dent, work in the Ottawa office and two liason workers for
the Arctic will soon be hired.

IWA's Affiliations
Numerous projects are being planned and worked on and

IWA is busy establishing itself as the official representative
for Inuit wpmen. Some of our jxirnary affiliations are;!
* Inuit Committee on Constitutional Issues — we receive
mortey to do constitutional work related to Inuit women.
* Inuit Tapirisat of Canada — a resolution was passed to
make IWA the body responsible for health issues.
* Baffin Region Inuit Association — we have a seat on the
board of directors.
* NWT Status of Women — we have a seat.

. We also have seats on various other health, constitutional
and women's cornmittees. But, most importantly, Inuit
women's committees continue to flourish in the Arctic.

The Issues
Issues concerning Inuit women have been consistent

throughout the past ten years. At the founding meeting the
priorities indentified were social, health, parenting, educa-
tional arid training programs, employment and cultural
issues. It was not an unfamiliar list from the priorities
established at the 1975 meeting in Pangnirtung.

Today many of these issues are being actively dealt with
and additional ones have arisen which concern us.

Some of the things we are presently involved in are: con-
stitutional research, health, producing a parenting resource
book, adoptions, midwifery, the justice system, sitting on a
Department of the Solicitor General advisory committee on
"Women in Conflict with the Law," putting out a newletter
four times a year and training new employees for IWA.

Our primary project, at present, is planning a conference
on Inuit women and economic development, In the winter
of 1985, two delegates from each Inuit community as well as
resource people will meet for one week to discuss such
issues as how to start a small business, economic develop-
ment, daycare, family planning and midwifery.
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Freedom School busy planting. Dianne Swamp

Planting Time at the
Freedom School

It's planting time at the Akwesasne Freedom School,
although it looks like its all work, there was run after the
planting was done. Tony Barnes of Ahnawateh showed the
students of the Freedom School how to plant their potatoes.
Other vegetables and the corn was planted earlier and the*
corn was already about two inches above the ground.

The students took their shoes off and rolled up their
sleeves as the prepared for the work. They only took about
twenty minutes to get their garden done. Later they went to
the river to wash, and since it was such a nice day, their
teacher let them stay and they were able to play dodge ball in
the nearby field. •
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