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Native American
Contributions To *The

World
by Tebanetorens

The Indian sign language, as a means of communication
was used between Boy Scouts from all parts of the world at
the World Scout Jamboree at Birkenhead, England. William
Tompkins Indian sign language expert of San Diego, Calif.,
instructed over 50,000 boys from 42 nations who par-
ticipated. He has already taught American boys and
thousands of Boy Scouts of America are proficient in what
may become their "international language." Sign Language,
Aug., 1929. : .; \:;'-;<

(Moccasin) "I have heard it said that the Indians are flat 1
footed. I have never seen a flat footed Indian or Eskimo in
my life, and I have been with them a great deal. I refer to In-
dians who follow the trail. For these reasons, I favor and
recommend the moccasin with a light sole, as the most prac-
tical footwear for the hunter and hiker. In a moderately level
rolling country there is nothing, to my thinking, to equal the
caregan or rawhide moccasin."—Footgear for the Trail by
Dillan Wallace, Hunting Fishing Mag. Oct., 1929. ..••:•'••-•

• The Algonq-uins gave us the birch bark canoe. The Irb-
quois gave us the game of lacrosse. The Athapascans of the
norhtern forests gave us the tobaggan and the "snowshoe.'.:.'
They also invented the sleeping bag. The Indians of Panama
invented the hammock. . • "•. ' \

"The production of paintings and sculpture (Maya;\inv
dians) compared favorable with the art of Egypt. The iriveri-;
tion of zero centuries before it was independently invented
by the Arabs and the development of an original style of ar-
chitecture characterized by the dominance of vertical rather
than .horizontal surfaces — an architecture whose
possibilities for the crowded cities of the United States are
being utilized by an increasing number of our own ar̂
chitects. Indeed, it is said on high authority that the principle
of the setback which is very conspicuous in our own
skyscrapers, seems to have been originated by the builders
of the characteristic pyramedal temples of middle
America."—America's Buried Past by Gregory Mason, Sat. .
l-vening Post. Jan. 19, 1929. • . >V

"The cowboy chaps or chaparajos were, no doubt in-
spired by the Indian leggings, for they resemble their design*
Indian leggings were made like trousers, for they were devis-
ed to cover the legs only."—E. Yaegar, Counselor Training,
i i ) 3 9 . • ' . . . V •.'=..•'•••': '

(Double ball game) The double ball game, a game much
like lacrosse was invented by the Iroquois Indians. Two
small buckskin bags filled with sand and fastened together •
with a thong, were tossed from player to player with';the
help of forked sticks. The team that managed to get the bags
over the goal one was the winner. The opposing team could
intercept it by catching the bags on their sticks and passing it
in this way to their own goal line.

It was the American Indian who discovered the properties
i>f rubber and were the first to utilize it. The first Spaniards
of Mexico noticed that the inhabitants employed a large
elastic ball for playing certain games.. Certain tribes made
elastic syringe like bottles.

Lacrosse — as the fastest, roughest, most skilled game ever-
known, was invented by the Indians. Lacrosse .helped
develop agility, speed, endurance and durability of Indians.

"In the field of pScience the American Indians were
especially clever. Zero was invented a thousand years before
the Arabs came out with it in the Old World. The Calendar.
System of the Maya Indians was far. superior to our own
system and much more accurate. The first people to develop
the decimal system represented in the Quipu .of the Peru-'
vians were Indians. .This, hundreds of years before the
white." — William B. Newell, Contributions of the American .:
Indians to Civilization. ' ' ' • • • • • ; • > • „ .

(of rubber) "The natives had discovered that besides being
elastic, it was waterproof, and they were making shoes that"
would keep out water. Columbus saw boys on the Islandof
Maiti playing a ball game with rubber balls. In 1731 the Paris
Academy of Science sent La Condamine to investigate rub-
ber. He found the people of Quito waterproofing cloth with
it and the Amazon Indians were making boots which, when
blackened in smoke, looked like leather. _ . :

Most interesting of all they coated bottle shaped moulds,
and when the gum had hardened, they would break the
mould, shaking the pieces out of the neck, leaving an un-
breakable bottle that'would hold liquids. In 1755, the King
of Portugal sent to Brazil several pair of his royal boots tb be "
waterproofed. The Govt. of Para sent him a full suit of rub-
ber clothes."—Goodyear Rubber. . •".'•";;,•'•'J

"The most beautiful and colorful movable home in all-the
world is the teepee of the plains. And it is the nearest to the
ideal canvas dwelling that has ever been devised, for a little'
fire within makes it cozy and warm in winter, the smoke .
Haps provide perfect ventilation, the sides roll up to offer .a
breezy, cool and shady place in summer, and the wide base.
provides a foundation that is impregnable in any gale short
of a cyclone. But more important still is its romantic appeal,
It is full of memories, rich in imagination—its voice .speaks a
poetic language that our youth understands."—Woodcraft
by Bernard Mason, p. 21 . '

The art of dressing skins belongs to the Indians ift all
countries; and the Crows surpass the civilized world in'the
beauty of their skin dressing. The art of tanning is unknown
to them, so far as civilized habits and arts have not been
taught them. Yet the art of dressing skins, so far as we have it
in the civilized world has been (like hundreds of other or-
namental and useful customs which we are practicing),' bor-
rowed from the Indian; without our ever stopping to inquiry
from whence they came, or by whom invented."—North
American Indians by George Catlin, p. ̂ 5 .

(of swimming) "The mode of swimming among the Man-
dans, as well as amongst most of the other tribes, is quite dif-
ferent from that practiced in those parts of the civilized
world, which I have had the pleasure yet to visit. The Indian,
in parting his hands simultaneously under the chin, and mak'
ing the stroke outward, in a horizontal direction, causing a
serious strain upon the chest: throws his body alternately
upon the left and the right side, raising one arm entirejy
above the water and reaching as far forward as he can, tb dip [
it, whilst his whole weight and force are spent upon the one "s
that is passing under him, and like a paddle propelling him
along; whilst this arm is making a half circle, and is being
raised out of the water behind him, the opposite arm is
describing a similar arch in the air over his head, to be dip-
ped in the water as far as he can reach before him, With the
hand turned under, forming a sort of bucket, to act most af-
fectively as it passes in its turn underneath him. By this hold
and powerful mode of swimming, I am quite sure from the
experience I have had, that much of the fatique and strain
upon the breast and spine are avoided, and that a man will
preserve his strength and his breath much longer in this
alternate and rolling motion than he can in the usual mode of
swimming in the polished world."—North American In-
dians, Catlin, p. 97. : '

"The comfortable and easily made moccasin was the first
part of the Indian costume to be adopted by the white man.
Perhaps the first white man. Perhaps the first white men to
wear them were the early French explorers, who. found their
stiff-soled and heavy boots unsuited for woodland.travel by
canoe and snowshoe. Frontiersmen, trappers, and scouts
wore them becuase of the advantages they possessed pyer
the shoe in hunting, for life in the woods and on the plains.
Today they are recognized as the best footwear for campers
and outdoor men. (p. 92). Perhaps the most serviceable,
comfortable and beautiful tent ever devised is the lodge of
our plains Indians, better known by its Dakota name, Tipi. It
is well adapted to the country in which it was invented that

General Sibley used it as a model for the tent that with some
modification is still the standard for our army and whicn\
since the war, has been so popular in summer camps, (p.
1^0), The best known Indian game and one that was played
in one form or another by most of the tribes is lacrosse. The
game has been adopted by us and is one of our popular col-
lege sports. It is the fastest as well as the oldest game we
know. Played under the simple Indian rules, it is an excellent
camp game. "(p. 262). The Book of Indian Crafts and Indian
Lore, J.H. Salomon.

In their haste to stamp out the civilization of the Indian,
the Europeans deprived themselves of many valuable things
that the Indian could have com ributed to the development
Of the country. How important have been our losses in this
respect may never by known. Typical of the situation, was
the discovery made July, 1937, by archaeologists workingiin
Pueblo ruins in Arizona, that coal was used as fuel by Indians
of the southwest as far back as 1100 A.D Yet cbal In America
has been known tb the White man for only about 150 years.
: :The test of time and the ingenuity of the white man have
found nothing of comparable size superior to the Indian

; jriibdel of a watercraft, the canoe, be it for pleasure or for ser-
vice on stream, river, lake, or ocean bay. The modern canoe
of canvas is still patterned after the canoe of the Indian"..

"The Jesuit drawings of the corncribs of our Indian
farmers (Iroquois) their shape and their elevation stboye
ground for ventilation and protection from rodents, show
clearly our indebtedness to the Indian,"—New York In-
dians, E.A. Bates, Part II.

Vthe custom of caching vegetables in the ground is, of
course, one now followed by white people genreally.*'—
Iroquois Use of Maize, Parker, p. 36.

"In Northeastern North America the whites followed the
Indian in making ropes and strings from Indian hemp and
the bark of leatherwood.

"In aboriginal America irrigation was practiced from
Arizona to Chili. In the Salt River Valley there Were about a
hundred and fifty miles of main irrigation ditches and some
of them have been incorporated into the modern systems. In
Peru irrigation was carried out on a scale scarcely equalled
by modern people. The remains of the aqueduct system of
the inca empires show genius and organization which we of
today may well respect." — American Indian Contributions
to .modern Civilization by E.E, Edwards, Associate
Agricultural Economist.
. The boja for capturing Llama and other wild beasts is an
invention of the Argentine Indians. Eskimos of th«s north also

'use bolas for capturing caribou. .
Every type of snowshoe used today was invented by some

tribe of Indians. The Cree Indians of the far north were the
best snowshoe makers of all Indians. .

Pipes, cigars, cigarettes, snuff and pipe filters are all Indian
inventions and were known in America long before the
white man came to these shores.

Suspensions bridges, cantelever bridges and pontoon
bridges were used by/the Peruvian peoples of the Andes
Mountain country.
•}Mcat drying: is entirely an Indian method of preserving

meat. Most of the Indian tribes dried meat, fishf berries, arid.
other products.
Traps: The Indians invented hundreds of traps and snares us-
ed later by white trappers. The deadfall is an Indian irivfen-
t i b n . ':."• ' • ' • ' • .- ' , . • • • ' '.'-• \ i ; ••,'•: • '. •
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Credit Union Manager Jerry Thomas and winners of
the Easter coloring contest Jennifer Cook and Natasha
Arquette, Pfaoto: Cindy Terrance

Winners of Easter
Coloring Contest

AKWESASNE — The Easter Coloring Contest held by the
St. Regis Mohawk Federal Credit Union received over 150
entries for the contest. Jerry Thomas,. manager of the St.
Regis Federal Credit Union handed out prizes for the contest
on April 17th. The judging was done anonymously.

; Natasha Arquette, three year old daughter Of Karen and
Allen Arquette, St. Regis Road won first prize for the three
year old division. Natasha won a wheel barrow,
v, Jennifer Cook won first prize for the four year bid divi-
sion. She won a stuffed rabbit. Jennifer is the daughter of
Harry and Wanda Cook, St. Regis Road.

Five and six year old winners wonlarge stuffed rabbits,
Seyen, eight, nine, and ten year old winners won $5;00 each.

Cindy Terrance

Prayers for Peace
A bilingual, ecumenical gathering of believers will join

together to offer to God a gift of prayer on Sunday, May 26th
ait the Civic Complex in Cornwall,

The purpose of this event is to create a positive awareness
of the importance of praying, for peace In the world. It is
hoped that other communities in Canada will follow the ex-
ample and create 'prayers for peace' events of a similar
n a t u r e * -.; "•-•' ; - ' . - • • • • . ' • • ' . ' • ' . . ' • - . • - / ^ i :'.••'•'''.'••

The programme of songs and prayers will feature a presen-
tation of the lessons of the Rosary that arc offered in the
Joyful . Mysteries—humility, charity, love* bbediencei
sacrifice. A multi-cultural candlelight procession of children
is planned. People from the St. Regis Reserve will participate
in the choir and the procession,

Bishop Eugene LaRocque >of the diocese of Alexandria-
Cornwall has given his enthusiastic support of this project.

The project's coordinator, Joan Levy-Earle of Nativity
Parish in Cornwall, is hoping that there will be full represen-
tation from all faiths, and that at least 100 members of the
clergy will participate in the opening procession. Cardinal C.
Emmett Carter of Toronto has been invited, as well as
several area Bishops.

Groups are expected to be attending from Kingston, Ot-
tawa, Montreal, and Three Rivers A sell-out of the 4,000
tickets is expected, -* '

The programme will begin at 2:00 p.m. and" last approx-
imately 2 hours. Tickets will be sold at $2.00 each % ad-
vance ($2.50 at the door), Proceeds from ticket sales wUI be
given to the Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario, to Ot-
tawa, so that children of all faiths will benefit., „ t <"

For advance tickets and more information, please <$$ta£t
Bernice Lazore, Joanne Reyome or Elaine Cook, '* \

Listen In
listen In is a new-column designed with young people in
mind. This column will offer an outlet for teens to ask the
questions they , may hesitate to ask their parents.
Adolescence, is a very trying time indeed, filled with new ac-
Syitie* In school, new body, new way of thinking and new
Information. The developmental task of sorting through all
of these and more can be quite confusing at times.

One of the questions that I have heard is, "Why does my
boyfriend use me?'1 There are several reasons or this, one is
that he feels (from his frame of reference) that he is expected
to perform sexually. This is not entirely his fault because of
the influence of media, peers, society and his desire to be a
"Man". On the other hand, the girl is allowing this to happen
fot a variety :6f; reasons. One very important reason is her
low self-esteem. What is self-esteem or self-concept? This is
what the girl feels about herself. Self-esteem has been given
by parents and other adult figures through childhood
messages. Childhood messages is a name given to how we
saw life as it should be, and myself, as I ought to be. These
messages (also recognized as shoulds and oughts) come from
the influence Of significant authority figures early in our
lives. Some; of these messages are seen: (when children
observe how parents treat each other,' they interpret (this is
the way husbands and wives ought to be); some are heard:
("You're such atklutfc'1), sortie are felt.- (a disapproving scowl
for improper behavior); and some are a combination.

The girl in this situation heeds to build up her self-esteem.
She feels she is being used because of a conflict in how she
feels about herself and the behavior of her and her
boyfriend. Learning to say, "no" is the beginning. It is never
too late to begin. It is not important that you excel in.,
everything you do, but to feel good about the effort you
have put into it, A relationship built on sex, soon falls apart.
Sex without love is totally devoid of value. And teenage sex
with Or without love will serve only to alter the course of a
relationship. .

Getting through adolscence doesn't mean that all the work
is finished. As a young adult you are faced with more tasks
that are more complex because they will now involve two
adults who are able to think in the abstract. Abstract thinking
is the ability to.see the grey areas; not all things are black and
white, cut and dry.
.' Write down your questions arid mail it to:
LISTEN IN
CommunityBuilding
Hogansburg, N.Y. 13655

O R ' • ••'• •;'. . . v • • . ' . • • ,

Indian Time, Listen In
P.O. Box 196
Mohawk Î atih
via Robseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196
No need to sign your name!

Familiar Faces
The following, people have beeri identified in the last issue of
INDIAN TI^E, Vol, 3, No. 8
They are:
(a) Ray Fadden
(b) Theresa LaFrance
(c) Marilyn.Jackson".
(d) Patti Smoke
(e) Arthur Tarbell
NOTE: In Vol. 3, No, 7 Marshall Garrow.was incorrectly
identified as Joseph McDonald. Sorry boys!

' •./.. A k w e s a s n e . ..;-:,',..
?"•'?:;;*;:<$ffc^ Drrama '.," V \ j

The St. Regis Band Council Self-Government Judicial
System, which is constantly undergoing changes and
upgrading itself, has on Thursday, April 25th held a mock
trial. This trial was held at the St. Regis Recreation Hall and
the public wasinvited and encouraged to attend. The people
had the chance to actually witness the proceedings of a real
co.urtroqnviri action, arid they also had the opportunity to
question the why's of the legal proceedings.

Band Council Crown Attorney Micha Menzer was the
courtroom observer and counsel in this case. Mr. Menzer
would stop the proceedings and given his observations on
the trial arid the people werfe able to participate by questions
about the, presentation. It was certainly another first for
Akwesasne pebple to be able to participate and question the
on-goings of a criminal case.

Here is the list of the "actors" and the rotes they played in.
this courtroom drama:
Mr. Smith r.Mike Mitchell, Mrs. Smith * Yvonne Leaf, Defense
Attorney - Rita Dejeriais (herself), Prosecutor - Vuk Kovinich
(himself), Judge - John Sharrow (himself), Witness - Henry
GreenV& Kelly Mitchell, Witness Mr. Ellis - Moochie, Ar-
resting Constable - Louie Mitchell, Observer>LegaI Counsel

'•—? Micha Menzer,
SYNOPSIS—SUMMARY OF OFFENSE

On Monday evening, the 31st of December 1984, Mr. and
Mrs. Smith were hosting a private party at 10 Cherry St., in
the village of St. Regis, Quebec. A quarrel erupted between
the Smiths' which resulted in Mrs. Smith being struck ift the
face by her husband. The fight was stopped by the guests,
and Mrs. Smith imrnediately phoned the police headquarters
requesting a Police Patrol be sent to her home.

At; 10:55 p.m^Constables arrived at the Smith homeland
were met by; the complainant, whom had a bump and
bruises on her forehead. She demanded that her drunken
husband be taken.away. The accused, Mr. Smith was located
iri the residence. When approached by the Officers, he was
uncooperative arid quickly ordered them out or he would
shoot thern; The accused was then placed under arrest for
assault, and a short scuffle ensued when the accused at-
temped to flee. He was taken into custody and taken to
Police Headquarters.

On January Ist* 1985 at 12:00 p.m. the accused was releas-
ed from custody with a summons to appear on Feb. 14th in
the District Court in St. Regis.

; MOCKTRIAL
On Feb.,;l4th, the accused Mr. Smith appeared before

Judge John Sharrow with his lawyer Ms. RIM Dajenais, who
entered her client's plea of not guilty rd the charges of
assault. Mrs. Smith also was in the Courtroom with her head
in bandages and bruises on her face. It shoijld also be men-
tioned that the defendant Mr. Smith also appeared with his
arm in a cast. The arresting officer, Louie Mitchell, gave his
report Of the events of the night of arrest. Witnesses for the
defense and for the prosecution appeared on the stand to
give testimony to the night in question.

While different testimony was given , the observer, Micha
Menzer stopped the proceedings to question and answer
what was taking place.

The Judge John Sharrow found the defendant Mr Smith
guilty as charged and fined him $200. plus one year proba-
tion, In these types of criminal cases, the fine and sentence is
up to the judge. In most cases the Judge can force the couple
to seek hap from a counselling program. Or the Judge can
have the defendant in this case work out time with a social
service agency.

This ended the Akwesasne courtroom drama but the Band
Council shouM; be commended on their efforts in making

e. and in bringing about a better
the Judicial system can work in our

community. , i
to the 'Actors' performances, I would
' that they under NO circumstances

to look for work in Hollywood!
. Dianne Swamp

Construction on the Cole-Caldwell Twin Bridges
• ' . . Photos Cindy Terrance

Cole — Caldwell Twin
Bridges Being Repaired

RACQUETTE POINT — The Cole-Caldwell twin bridges
which span the Racquette River are in great need of repair.
Work started oh the bridges the second week of April.
Motorists and residents of Akwesasne and surrounding areas
will have to bear with the detours and double lane traffic
over the bridge until the first week of September. The
foreman .of the crew working on the bridge estimated that
the -work should be /completed by the first week of
September.

The foreman, Tom Larock, has a seven man crew working
On the bridge at this time. The crew is working on the south
bound span of the bridge at the present time. After the work
is completed on this span of the bridge they will start work
on the opposite side of the bridge. The crew works for the
Schicael Construction Company from Malone, New York,
they have been reinforcing the piers and adding an addi-
tional set of girders on the bridge which will make it safer.
The steel will be painted then the crew will be finished.

A bridge in Connecticut with the exact same design col-
lapsed last year. The New York State Department of
Transportation did not want another accident to happen
here, so they ordered work to be done on the bridge

The Cole-Caldwell twin bridges were erected in 1963 and
are dedicated to Francis Cole and Michael William Caldwell,
two Mohawk ironworkers who lost their lives during the
construction of the bridges.

. ; • • : . ' • Cindy Terrance

Streets of St. Regis
to be Renamed

ST. REGIS —r One of the next Band Council Resolutions that
will be brought before the St. Regis Band Council will be to

> rename the streets of St. Regis with Mohawk names.
Frahkie Benedict, Councillor said, "This will make com-

plications for the Hydro Quebec and Bell Telephone. It is
not a simple process." The.matter will go before the Band
Council at the next general meeting which will be on Satur-
day, April 27th at 10 a.m. at the St. Regis Recreation Hall.

; Cindy Terrance

Conservation Officers receive new boat. Chief Mike
Mitchell, Chief of Police Pete Sunday, Kelly Mitchell
and Tyler Sunday. PhotOi Cindy Terrance

Band Council Launches
New Conservation Boat

ST* REGIS — The St. Regis Band Council purchased a boat
for their conservation officers as j ine of the ways to proceed
iri enforcing by-laws which were passed by the Council. On
Thursday, April 25th, the Band Council officially launched a
boat for the conservation department. Officers for the con-
servation department are Tyler Sunday and ̂ Celly Mitchell
who were officially appointed in October of 1984.

The conservation officers patrol the water ways three
miles west of Ganananoque Ontario on the Ceder Point,
Quebec and all the water ways surrounding the islands; The
conservation officers also are responsible for checking
hunters and fishermen to see that they have the special per-
mits.required by the Band Council. Anyone who violates the
rules set m the wildlife conservation by-laws can be sub-
jected to appearance tickets which are punishable with fines
and/or imprisonment.

Chief Mike Mitchell stated, "In order to establish our
sovereignty over the St. Lawrence River we had to have a
boat which would be used by the conservation officers. The
conservation officers could not use the police departments
boat because they are governed by laws and regulations of
the Ontario and Quebec Provincial Police."

According to Mitchell a number of men from the reserve
are resorting to the river as a means of supporting
themsevles and their families due to the low employment in
the areas. : / . _

The speed boat has a 140 horse power Suzuki engine and
is 18 feet long. The boat was purchased with funds from
Island revenues.

Chief Mike Mitchell, Chief of Police Pete Sunday, Conser-
vation Officers Tyler Sunday and Kelly Mitchell and Coun-
cillors Louis Oakes, Dave Benedict, Bobby Skidders and
Lloyd Benedict were present for the official bunching of the
b o a t . •• . • •.-•.." :1; • -.. •'.• • • ; • • ' . ' • / " ( • • ' ; ' , ' • - ' . '•. ' '. .. ••

-r Cindy Terrance


