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INDIAN TIME
...Networking , y'

Iroquois Communities f
.. is a communi ty paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people
and eventually all Iroquois communit ies. ;-•.:' -.'V'-V
Our editorial pol icy is this: ; ~
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and informa-
tion from all sides and v iew points to properly represent all
people of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with
the facts, nothing but the facts. We will print the editorials or
letters of people w h o wish to c o m m e n t o n communi ty
issues, as long as these articles are not inflammatory, or
hatefu l . If someone insists on putting their feet in their
mouth, we may help them by printing their words. Other-
wise, look on INDIAN TIME as a communi ty service. We can
disagree on principle and agree to disagree in general, but w e
have to live together and w e face the same problems. So IN-
DIAN TIME is here, to inform you, possible entertain you ,
and help your group or family, and to pay respect to c o m -
munity people. '"••'.. :

Niawen'kowa!

PRINTED AT:
Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontario

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535 "••.•',;••••
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road : c

Editorial

*********** ADVERTISING • • • • • . * * * * * •
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES TO
REACH THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT
ARE BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES. ? ' , '

THE TIMEKEEPERS:
Mark, Peter, RoseAnn, Debbie, Marianne, Helen,
Dianne, Mary, Cindy, and contributors: Alex
Jacobs, John Fadden, Dave McDonald, ;

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR IT!
Ahnawate Corner Store — Racquette Point Rd. ••;''-•
Wil-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island ; :
Boots Fuel — Cornwall Island
Hammills Store — Rooseveltown V
Boots Grocery & Gas Station — Cornwall Island ."•.•••.
Buddy's Truck Stop — Rt. 37 Racquette Rd. ;:
Akwesasne Museum — Library/Cultural Center
Bears Den — Hogansburg v
Senior Citizens Center — Community Bldg. Complex .
Harry's Market — Hogansburg
Akwesasne Mobil Gas Station — Hogansburg '.'!
Buckshots — St. Regis Village . . '
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye •'..'. \
Mohawk Video — Rt. 37 Racquette Road •'•••.•••
Dave Hall's Grocery — St. Regis
J & L Foodliner — Hogansburg , .-..-.'.•"•'
Fish's IGA — Fort Covington j
Farquhar's Hardware — Fort Covington
Country Corner Store — State Road
Fountains General Store — Ft. Covington
CAN'T FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call
us and we can route our carriers to your location. Or if you
know of other outlets who would be willing tp sell pur
paper, their names or numbers would be appreciated.''C^*
358-9531 and ask for Rosie. :

* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE *
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for Indian;
Time have increased as follows: .
U.S.A. J33.OO/year * . •
Canada $40.OO/year \
Subscriptions for a 3 month or 6 month term are negotiable.
A gift subscription is a great way to keep your relatives that
live away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at
home. :

Don't miss an issue! Subscribe Now!
Send your check or money order to: . - .
INDIAN TIME -
P.O. Box 196 .-—••:
Mohawk Nation \ .••;•'..
via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683-0196 , • >.

INDIAN TIME
P.O. Box 196

Mohawk Nation
Rooscvcliown, NY. 1.4683-0196

D New Subscription
• Renew Subscription
Cl Gift Subscription

D USA 1 Year >33.OO
O CANADA 1 Year >40.00

NAME:.

ADDRESS:.

CITY/STATE:

ZIP + 4:.

Please Acknowledge Gift From:

We Thank You For Your Support
—Tb* TimeKeepert

LOOK FOR
INDIAN TIME newspaper
at this new location —
Powless Store at
Onondaga!

earn weir
spending money.

358-95*3

•-;•; -What Toxic Dump?
£, In the recent news media there have been news

from the General Motors plant stating
V VOLUNTARILY cleanup their dump site
b EPA and the State there is a possibility of*
in the dump site to the public health and to the
i j There has been a sort of agreement a^to a study to _
ir ducted by the GM plant, which will cost over I l,OO0#pb
..and take over a year for the results.

Tr Here we go again, Akwesasne, be ready to listen to the
i [j bureaucratic runaround that we usually get, Remember it is
^ going to be the GM plant who is going to conduct this study.
u Of course we will be assured by their company that the

^i report will be known to the community and that thig Study
[0 WILL NOT be biased/It's not that we don't trust them...but
n i we and the future of our children is at stake here and we*
|u should have some type of safe guard for our peoples con-
r cerns in this case. What we should have is one, two or even
^ more people involved with this study. This non-biased team
n1 would work right along with the GM study team. It would be

beneficial to all parties concerned if GM contracted the three
Councils so that an agreement of action could be worked
out.

Meanwhile, as the study is taking place we still have to live
with the fact that our drinking water has been found to be
contaminated by PCB's and a variety of other contaminants.
We all. know there is a problem here with the toxic dump so
why not cleanup instead of studying if there is a problem of
cpntamjnation. ,

Back in 1983 this GM dumpsite was placed on the United
States Environmental Protection Agency's list of priorty tox-
ic areas to be cleaned up. While it took two years for the GM
plant to decide a "voluntarily clean-up*' of its dump site,
now we have to wait for maybe another few- years while
they (GM) studies what the problem is and if there |s one,
and to come up with alternatives for disposal.-

There are two ways of disposal for PCB's, one is to dump
l\ the contaminated material on someone else's property, and
7| the second way is to incinerate the contamination thereby
U causing pollution to the air. Frankly, the first method is
;i perhaps the better, only we should have the corporation
j heads and those who tend to see no problem at this dump
yi take the soil and spread it around their homes. Another
!/strong suggestion would be for the contaminated soil be

taken and spread around the governmental building so that
these officials can understand what we live with, and pur
concern about the health of our community. ;

— Dianne Swamp
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of Assistance
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Guest Editorial
AKWESASNE — The present work on Route 3? shall
hopefully provide Akwesasne's residents and visitors with a
safer road that will have room for motor vehicles, bicycles
and pedestrians which it does not now have.

It is hoped that the wider highway will not be an excuse
for heavier, faster traffic with its increased probabilities of
|,accidents and destruction of property. The reason the com '
munity is permitting the construction is for a safer communi-
ty.; ••: '• •• " •: '.• , • ' , -=>, ' •:•''"••'

The most striking part of the roadwork is the cutting down,
of a large number of trees. In some cases it might be argued
that the chainsaws are perhaps a little too eager to clear the;,
area of maples, elms, poplars and conifers. , '

The people have allowed this because of the prpmise to
replant the yards and fields with smaller trees. It takes years
for the saplings to mature and it might be quite some time
before we once again enjoy a rostd bordered by shade tress.
Since there is no guarantee the saplings will reach maturity jt
would be wise for the state to plant nê w trees at a ratio of
four or five saplings for -every-matuW>-«rfe destroyed.

Let us. not forget that* guiding principle andvule for•
people ik to*pr̂ sferve* fhe llndifof *irtilrf|l(iiCrafions. While
pur grandchildren will appreciate Rouble 37 i s it Mil be they
would definitely like to live to see this generation's trees. '-

;••."-'."••' '• • - . ' • . • • ' ' • ' • ' . . ' - • . . . • ••'•'.—*. D o u g G e o r g e

Letters
i^ Concerned B

at Racquette Point
May 3, 1985

Greetings Akwesasne Residents:
The residents and property owners of Racquette Point,
Akwesasne Mohawk Territory, met ori the evening of May 1,
IP'discuss the proposed construction of a resort bh the Point
by Guilford White-and his non-Indian associates.
After much discussion jt was decided by the people that
because the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council could not
guarantee this resort would be operated freerfrpm alcohol or
drug abuse or undesirable aliens, we must stand opposed to
any attempt to build such a facility on Racquette Point Or any

vpther place in Akwesasne,
We feel the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council did not ade-
quately consider the will of the Akwesasne people in failing
to have this resort subject to a public hearing. While, we
xespect the property rights of our Mohawk relatives we feel
that since this resort will effect all of us, it must be approved
fey the people.

have many families at Racquette Point. We feel the in-
crease in traffic, the introduction of thousands of strangers
to Akwesasne because of this resort and the demands upon
pur natural resources will change the peaceful lives we now
enjoy here.
We also oppose any attempt to have one of our neighbours,
Raymond Sawyer, deprived of his land. We feel that while
his sister might indeed have a will giving her the land she: did
willingly abandon the land and surrendered her rights as a
Mohawk. By virtue of his many years on Racquette Point as a
responsible resident we pledge our support for Mr. Sawyer.
We feel that since the resort will be an integral part of the
proposed new commercial bingo hall on Route 37 in that it
will house the players the bingo hall itself must be approved
by the Akwesasne people.
We therefore request the following actions be taken, by all
three Mohawk Councils.
a A public meeting and referendum on whether or npt com-
mercial bingo will be permitted at Akwesaspe.
b. A referendum on the location of the Guilford White resort
at Akwesasne. --
c. A public meeting of alt three Mohawk Councils to consider
zoning laws that would protect pur peopteV homes and

. j e c u r i t y . . ' : ' . • • • . . , • . • . • ' >y ^ 1 -

In conclusion, we feel that the people mus
permanent forum such as a referendum,J
the people to express their will as to the,fet#e
m u n i t y . • ;.•' "

BAL
Quebec
Baltimore,
lost his
Maryland
hosi

tYLAND -^"A resident from Chenail,
(while working on a construction site in
* two months ago. Chester Thompson
9b in an accident while working in

w,f.nirtg of March and he has been in the
I for,thV|Mist eight weeks.

Although 5)lmey Thompson (Chester's mother) received
some assfctance;from the St. Regis Band Council last month
the functt <Sph/ covered the cost of her transportation to
Maryland". Shirley said, "Chester is suppose to be released
from the hospital next week and I don't know where I'm go-
ing to get the money for him to come home. He has filed for
compensation but he has not heard anything from them."

Shirley works at Chlco's Mobile Station in Hogansburg,
anyone who wishes to donate money to Shirley for Chester's
trip back home can contact her at the Mobile Station.
Nia-Wen.

Cindy Terrance

St. Regis Mohawk Tribal
Council News Release

The St. Regis Mohawk Tnbe is wary about the decision by
General Motors to conduct the Remedial Investiga-
tion/Feasibility Study at tneir Central Foundry site.

We are troubled because GM has not shown any concern
fpr our community in the'past. Attempts to meet with GM of-
ficials haveib^ei^urttuccessful. GM was invited to a May 14,
1982 meeting with the New York State Department of En-
yiromenl^l £prweryation. They declined stating:
"Since there is as yet no agreement on the closure plans bet-
weenGNl after the State Agertcies and there is no proof that
the Indians are being affected by the sludge deposits; there is
no purpose to involving them in the closure planning."

GM was: ihyited to the August 1982 meeting of the St.
Lawrence Coiipty Eriyiromental Management Council. Again
they decline^ stating.- - .
"Since we; •have: ho reason to believe our operations at the
Massena, New Yprk plant are causing a health problem for
anyone, we will continue our present course of action."

We question whether GM can conduct an objective study.
We wonder how they determined we are not being affected
by their dumpsite or that they are not causing a health pro-
blem .fpr anyone when the only study they conducted was
on site. .And that Study indicated contamination of the
grpundwater irpm PCBs and phenols.

The Tribal public water system has its intake pipe about
two miles downstream from the site. Over 30 homes on Rac-
quette Point (the part of the Reservation near the dumpsite)
use groundwater as their drinking water source. Fish is a
staple ori the Reservation. The surface water, groundwater
and biota are all potential migratory paths the contaminants
could take in polluting the Reservation. We find it hard to
believe that GM keeps stating their sludge deposits are not"
causing a health problem for anyone when the extent of con-
taminant migration has not been determined.

in the late 1970's GM hired an consultant firm, Dames and
Moore, tp conduct an RI/FS at their Central Foundry site. In
1981, Dames arid Moore presented a report to GM. The
report recommended the construction of an impervious
cover cppuled with scavenger wells to lower the ground-

. water level below the sludge deposits. GM used this report
during negotiations with the DEC on cleanup of the site. The
DEC decided GM's solution did not adequately address the
problem. As a result, DEC could not reach agreement with
GM on the consent order.

We are. Concerned that GM will try to duplicate the results
the^Dames and Moore report, which we think was inade-

t: f :. _ ;
:egardifeg the consent order agreement between EPA and
1, bur comments^were directed towards maxinrtizing the

irticipation of the Tribe in this project. We requested:
:i»iTo have a representative attend the various meetings that
>fillbeheld.
'2.' jfhe, opportunity tp split sample during all sampling
epispdeis^oil and water sampling episodes).
$i. ̂ dpl^ofal l sampling results.
Ceppie'sbf all reports related to the project.
5. Thpiut in; Ibcating the well clusters on the Reservation.
6:.To reserve the right to collect additional water samples
out of the well clusters beyond the two proposed sampling
- e p i s o d e s ^ / '••"•-•:.'•"••'. . " " . " ' • • . " '.- ' " • ' • ' • •
*f. One }veek!s notice before any activities are conducted on
the Reservation.

The St; Regis Tribal Counil will continue to work for a
Cleaner eriivitdnment. Through the EPA, the cleanup process
will be ihiaccprdanee with federal regulations for hazardous
w a s t e s i t e s . ; • ' •.' •.-"• :• ' • ' \ -•

If the community •has any questions, please feel free to
contact the Environmental Healh Office, Community
Building.

^ Bingo Hall Major Topic

AKWESASNE --- On Saturday, May 4th, the monthly Tribal
meeting was held at the Tribal Council, beginning at 10 a.m.
with 150 people present. Carol Terrance, Tribal Clerk, read
the; minutes from the; previous meeting held on April 5th
With the firsrtppic of discussion being LAND CLAIMS. Chief
Leomrd Harrow informed the people that he and represen-
tatives of the three Councils had attended a meeting in
Syracuse on Apr^ 29th. Leonard said the three Councils were
developing a strategy which they would use in court. Since
the St Regis Band Council is suing with the other two Coun-
cils, this wilt enable the Mohawk people to lay claim to Bar-
nhart Island and other islands in the St. Lawrence river. In-
cluded in this parcel of land is the Tower Dam which makes
this, piece of land a very expensive piece of real estate. Claim-
ing this section of land will put the Mohawk people in "line"
for revenues generated from the power dam. The value of
the land at this time is not known, although a previous ap-
praisal Of the land was 157 million and the value is much
higher now. ^

Chief Gafrow said, "There will be no negotiations for the
town of Hogansburg and east Hogansburg, we want that
land back." Claims are also being made for a half a mile on
each side, of the Grass River which will include the Snell
Locks. Negotiations for the land claims are only in the
preliminary stages. The three Councils -have had five
meetings between themselves in which they are developing
their plan that they will use in coUrt. The representatives
frorftthe tiwec Councils are only a negotiating team, the final
settlement qfiU be agreed upon by the Mohawk people. Bar-
bara Barnes (Who has attended the majority of the meetings
said, "AH of the tpree Councils are working together to do
the be$>fbffq4f(people.",
,The second topic of the meeting was the HUD HOMES.

Chief <y«mvw ,b stilt waiting for the final word from
itfng the award the tribe would receive

>pf the HUD honaes. Bureaucratic red tape
die presentation of the award- Speed

that applications can still be filled out for
JUughings office.

nda was the STATUS OF THE
it the resort from the tribe for a

a clown payment of $ U ,000. and
paid to the tribe over the next

been put into a high yield in-
there until the tribe decides

; ' i . ' i ;
 j; ( u

*r,,'jf . . . . ' . ' i •< , - . . « ! • , . ' ! , • ' i ; i

Women's
Fourth Annual Conference of

Latin American
Caribbean Women

Will be held to Toronto from 17th tO 19th, May 1985.
PREVIOUS GATHERINGS (the 1981 Conference in Regina,
that of 1982 in Winnipeg and Montreal in 1983) have outlin-
ed the basic principles of this meeting, which are expressed^
within the framework of a democratic society, in the com-
plete development of the individual on the basis of:
— The defense and promotion of Human Rights
— The struggle for peace
— The defense of the complete rights of women.
— Quebec and Canada's Women and solidarity
OBJECTIVES:
1. To connect organizations of Latin American women with
similar Canadian organizations and with women's organiza-
tions in Latin America and the Caribbean.
2. To develop strategies aiming to resolve common pro-
blems.
3. To promote joint activities aiming to improve women's
participation in all areas of society.
THEMES OF THE CONFERENCE:
1. Human Rights and Women:

— The effect on women's organizations and on women as
individuals in situations of the suspension of human rights.

—The effects of exile.
— The return from exile.

Objectives:
1. To publicize the present situation of human rights in Latin
America and its effects on women.
2. To encourage the recognition of the right to live in one's
country.
3. To suggest lines of action in favor of the reunification of
families.
II. Women's Rights. A comparative study of women's posi-
tion in Canada and Latin America.
— Changes which have occurred in the traditional roles of
women in modern society.
— Women and social and political change.
— Working women and union rights. *
Objectives: <

— To learn about women's situation at work.
— To encourage the development of programmes design-

ed tOrimprove women's participation in employment.
•'— To enhance women's participation in society.

III. Women and the Struggle for Peace.
Objectives:
1. To promote a positive attitude towards the struggle for
peace and against the arms race.
2. To involve Latin American women actively in efforts for
peaces .
PARTICIPANTS- s
International: Representatives of well-known women's
organizations of Chile, Argentina, Guatemala, Peru,
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Cuba, Uruguay, Colombia and Haiti
have promised to participate in seminars, workshop discus-
sions and round tables.
National
— Women Teacher's Association of Ontario
—* Women's Interchurch Council of Canada /
— Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin
America
— Ontario Native Women's Association
—T Congress of Canadian Women

— National- Action Committee on the Status of Women
— Women's Action for Peace .
— International'Women's Day Committee
— OXFAM Canada
— Working Women's Community Centre
— Gross Cultural Communication Centre

- Centre fpr Spanish Speaking Peoples
— Toronto Action for Chile
Latin American Organizations:
— Peru Support Group
— AMES Support Group
— AMPES (El Salvadors progressive women's association)
— Latin American women's collective
— Committee for Human Rights in Colombia
— Toronto Guatemala Support Solidarity Group
— "Lourdes Pinto" association of Uruguayan women
— "Ad Mapu" Chile Native Women (Mapuche) .
Contact: Committee Organizer, P.O. Box 5730, Sta. A,
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1P2

The fourth topic on the agenda was BILLS H.R. 1920 and
S. 902 which are presently in front of the United States
Senate. If passed these bills would enable the U.S. govern-
ment to control the bingo halls on reservations across the
U.S. At this point in the meeting the bingo hall at Buddy's
Truck Stop was discussed. Many of the people at the meeting
are against the bingo hall opening up. The bingo hall is
scheduled to open on May 25th. Barbara Barnes mentioned
that a show called 20/20 was shown over television nation-
wide. The movie showed that with high stakes bingo opera-
tions there was an increase of racketeers and other non-
Indians controlling the reservations. Many of the people
were concerned as to who was backing the bingo hall at
Buddy's and wanted to know if there was any 'Mafia' money
going into the hall. Buddy Cook and Guilford White then ad-
dressed the people and stated, "Everything for this opera-
tion is above board and legal. We will make money for the
tribe and do it legally."

Loran Thompson wanted to know what happened to the
: contract and working relationship that the tribe, had with

Billy's Bingo Hall. The tribal Council revoked Billy's license
to operate and he is still operating his bingo hall. The tribal
Council government was unable to close Billy's down and
the N.Y.S. Police would not do anything to close him down
because they do not want to come on the reservation. At this
point Speed Herne said there was a need for a law enforce-
ment agency on the reserve, He said, "We need Judicial con-
trol to push tor our sovereignty. Sometimes, we're hopeless
and helpless. When the time comes for law enforcement,
something has to be done." The bingo haU at Buddy's will
give 110,000 to the tribe or 25% ofthe profits. Leonard also
said that the profits from the bingo hall did not have any
priorities for their use. The books for the bingo hall opera-
tions will be open to any tribal member. Buddy Cook said
that seven or eight months from now the profits from the
hall would be used tp start a shopping center, Loran Thomp-
son said, "In 1978 the Oneidas were to start a bingo hall to
make money, at that Grand Council meeting, they decided
that gambling was no grounds to stand on for sovereignty '
Charlie Terrance took the, floor and said, "Let's hot forget
we're all looking for our economic development which we
have needed for years and years. The government cuts make
it impossible to run our programs. Let's get a base to work
on. We had an opportunity to make money for this reserva-
tion with the Dross plant, and that got voted but. We all have
to look at this with an open mind. You all have your own
opinions. Think of the rest of the reservation and our future,
we must progress not regress." Loran Thompson asked,
"What would people do around hone if the government cut
all of their funds?^They have become dependent on these
funds. What did they give us? We must protect our children
and our rights. What about the SPEAKEASYs' that are all
around the reservation, can we keep our children away from
them? I feel the bingo hall in the long run will take away our

/Continued on Page 10)


