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The 25-mile-long northern interc^p-
(or sewer was opened in June 1984.
The completion of this sewer super-
cedes the treatment plant by three
years. So, at present, it pours out an
average of 212 million gallons of ux\-
treated sewage per day into the St.
Lawrence River and will do so until
the first part of the plant is ready in
June 1987. (This represents a daily vol-
ume that would fill about 12,600 rail-
way tanker cars.) With this incredible
release of raw sewage, the initial phase
ot Montreal's long-awaited treatment
system may be doing more harm than
good. How did this come about7

In 1975, the municipal, "provincial
and federal governments signed a pact
to allot S460 million to build the inter-
ceptor and treatment system for the
northern watershed of the island by
N84 However; in 1977, the newly
•.•lee ted Parti Quebecois government
imposed a three-'year moratorium on
new construction projects. Since con-
iracts were already awarded for the
sewer, the construction of the northern
interceptor sewer continued, but the
building of the treatment plant was
delayed.

Many felt that the province was suf-
fering from an acute case of "post-
Olympic drought" and simply did not
have the money available for such an
undertaking. In any event, the MUC
was stuck with a completed sewer
three years before the treatment plant
would be available. The issue was
whether to go ahead and use the com-
pleted interceptor system "sans
traitement."

In the fall of 1982, a public hearing
hosted by le conseil consultatif de l'en-
vironnement (CCE), an advisory com-
mittee of the Quebec MOE, was held
on the issue of sewage treatment in
Quebec. Three major concerns were
discussed: whether or not sewer p ro
jects should be subjected to environ-
mental impact studies; whether wastes
should be discharged from interceptor .
sewers before being treated; and what
should happen in the case ot
Montreal's proposal to i*e the nor-

then1 interceptor sewer.

The majority of the presentations at
the hearing concentrated on the Monr
treal situation. The MUG proposal in-
volved diverting the wastes being
released by 40 small sewers into Rivi-
ere des Prairies^ oh the north side of
the island, to one large iewer, at the
eastern tip of the island, emptying into
the St; tawfertce.What was of con-
cern was the potential n a t i v e effect
that 212 million gallons ot raw sewage
discharging each day from one pipe
would have on the south shore com-
munities located downstream of the
island. •.-.-.-:. • .

The MUC and the MOE both ar-
gued, on: the basis of hydrological
studies, that the effluent would not
cross the.river channel and affect the
drinking water intakes of downstream
municipalities, bispersion and dilu-
tion studies were presented to support
their opinion. '•'....

The most" fervent objections raised
were by the citizens of Varennes, a
community 12 miles downstream of
the island."What good/does it do to
take an obvious pollution problem
from' one area and. transfer it to
another?" asked Maurice Provost,' a
Varennes city councillor.

In the end, the CCE recommended
'not using the northern interceptor
sewer without a treatment plant be-
cause of the "many environmental dis-
advantages and unknowns." But the
mandate of the: council is only ad-
visory, and the MOE decided to go
ahead anyway. At the same time as the
northern interceptor was made opera-
tional plans to begin construction of
the southern interceptor were made
p u b l i c . ^ ,•.•'•'•...''••••' • . *'.•"'•"'. :

The government, however, realized
the concern surrounding the issue and
established a twprmembcr surveillance
committee to observe the ongoing im-
pact downstream. /

, After only two months the commit-
tee repoirted,that the,sewage outflow
was quite distinct, following the nor-
thern border of the river channel for.
mites; The sewage is not crosstt^, the.
X-,. er to affect the south shore c-> •:• ng.
water intakes as had been i : -'d.
However, extremely high fecal i-
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form counts, much more concentrated
than expected, were found"

At testing sites six miles down-
stream from the discharge pipe,
concentrations were 120,000 per ̂
millilitre sample of water taken. (The
MOE prohibits swimming when
counts are more than 200.) Further
rapid sedimentation buildup was
found downstream of He St. Therese
and He St Evers, which are at the
northeast end of Montreal Island

At the 19&2 CCE public hearing, the
MUC stressed the environmental ben-
efits of diverting sewage from the
Riviere des Prairies to the St. Law-
rence. But many say that the decision
was made on the basis of other mo-
tives. 'The MUC could not wait (to
use the northern interceptor sewer) un-
til .the sewage treatment facility was
ready, "says MOE official Louise Ray-
mond. "The warranties on expensive
equipment.particularly concerning the
main pumping station, would have ex-
pired without being tested,"

Bruce Walker of STOP felt that the :
provincial government had spent a!
large sum of money without seeing;,
any return. "To justify this kind of in- ':•*...
vestment with the public, they must'
have felt it necessary to use the.equip- •'.;
ment as soon as possible,'1 he stated.

'The provincial, government has a^
history of granting money for mega-?
sewer systems while placing the treat-
ment process on the back burner," said
Daniel Green of la societe pour yairicre
la pollution, a Montreal environmen-
tal group. "In this instance municipal
ties are happy to follow the province.
Any delay is a plus because they know
once these plants are built the)' will
have to assume the cdstfy operating
budgets themselves."

The provincial government made
the initial decision to delay the con-
struction of the treatment plant

Therefore, it was uilikely that it
would turn around ai td penalize the
MUC for using the siwer without a
treatment plant in pt<
already 1$ evidence of
remains to be seen wh it condition the
downstream environment will be

terns

ce. Since there
deterioration it

in
three years down the i oad.

'This is not an additional load of
sewage, just the location has been
changed," said Dr. Patrick Kenniff,
one of the two members of the surveil-
lance committee. "Granted, there have
already been changes in the quality of
the river that have affected its recrea-
tional use. Remember this is not a per-
manent solution."

So what is the long-awaited answer
to Montreal's water woes? Well, it
goes something like this. By 1990, two
large interceptor sewers following the
nbfthertt 4nd 'southern perimeters of
the island will replace the 125 outfalls
that released fdw sewage, into Mon-
treal's waterways for years. Con-
struction of the southern interceptor
seweY and the expansion of the treat-
ment facilities to serve the more heav-
ily populated and industrial southern
half of the island are "supposed to be"
completed by this date.

: A t the plant, which will be in the
east end of Montreal, a physical/
chernicalprocess will.remove 80 per-

. cent of the suspended solids and phos-
phates, 95 percent of the coliform
bacteria arid 6fJ percent of the bio-
logical oxygen demand. As was men-
tioned abpye,"an estimated 700 million
gallons will be treated daily. The
building of this plant is forcing the
MUC to establish its first ever munici-
pal bylaw for industrial discharge into
sanitary seWers. It should be in place
sqmetirnethis year.

The province will be picking up the
majority of the$1.5-billion tab, part of a
larger MOE spending program (Oper-

••' -Excavation site of the new main pumping station for Montreal's as yet unfinished
$cwage treatment facility. Photo by MUC.

ation Eau Propre) initiated in order to
install sewage treatment in communi-
ties across Quebec. A total of $6 bil-
lion in capital grants has been made
available — $4.5 billion to the muni-
cipalities, $1 billion to industry and
$500 million to the farmers of the
province.

Despite recent efforts by both the
MUC and the Quebec government to
solve some of their water problems,
the nagging question still remains '—
what took so long?

The primordial state of Montreal's
drinking water/sewage treatment situ-
ation has been more a function, of
habit than ignorance, Cartier no doubt
realized that the easiest way to get rid
of ones wastes was to set up camp on
the shores of a swift flowing river and

let the current take care of the
problem.

Until very recently, that way of
thinking has dominated the actions of
municipalities and industries along the

. St. Lawrence. As such, Montreal has
added to as well as inherited its unen-
viable water pollution problems.

Now, with the Quebec govern-
ment's program for sewage treatment
in full swing, enforceable drinking
water legislation in place and a world
class sewage treatment plant being
constructed, there can Only be room
for optimism. AIT one can say is, its
about time.
Daniel Tierney is a Montreal freelance
writer and a former researcher with
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920-B CARLETON
CORNWALL, ONT. K6H 6B9

TEL. 938-7745

B & D Small Engines
—Sales and Service^

MARINER OUTBOARD MOTORS
JONSERED & OLYMPYK CHAIN SAWS

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

DUKE DECOSTE BOBBEADRY

SAND • GRAVEL • FILL DIRT • TOP SOIL
FROGTOWN ROAD

HOGANSBURG, NEW YORK 13655
PHONE 358-4388 A

ELfc -UT_J.Tr_ 3fc 2Jt

THE ;
OPTICAL SHOP
• Economy, Designer &

Children's Frames
• Pbotograys & Tints
• All Insurances Accepted

159 Main St., Massena
(915)769-6253

Potsdam Plaza, Potsdam
(315)265-3540

(518)483-1110

I
\ Superior Glass \
\ Complete Glass Service k
J Vinyl Replacement Windows J

S • • • . • • ' • • • • • %

^ 185 Elm Street, Malone, NY 12953 ^
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THE M.E. AVERY COMPANY

| MILL SUPPLIES
i WFLDINC, SUPPLIES
| MEDICAL OXYGEN & SUPPLIES
• l-IRE•& SAFETY EQUIPMENT

| Established 1911
| 6 Railroad Street Telephone 769-2477
I MASSENA, NEW YORK 13662 :
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Fish's
IGA

Chateaugay St.
Ft. Covington. NY

RICK

ELLIS
ORO CHATEAUGAY STREET

FT. CXjyiNGTOlHi NY 129(37
548-358^2256/2257

Federal Credit Union H
t":- COMMUNITY BUILDING—ST REGIS RESERVE :i|^

: j J HOGANSBURG, NEW YORK %
W*. Just Arrived! $$.
p Money Market Certificates Paying 8% $•:

Coming Soon — IRA'sj ; : : : : : HOURS-^ Mon-Tues-Wed 8 a.m. to 4 p m
§$i — Thurs-Fri 9 a.m. to 5 pm

O and A Garage

Batteries & Tires
15 minute oil change
tune-ups, and general

repairs

S & $ Fabrics
Route 37 Hbgansburg

Next Door to LBM Lumber

No Sales Tax
Canadian exchange — 20%

-Hours-
Mon.-Wed. 10 ?un-6 pm

Thurs, & Fri. 10 am~8 pm
Sat. 10am-5 pm

Certified Mechanic on Duty

518-358-4415 St. Regis Rd.
Hogansburg, NY

Phone 358-4353

' t , ' > .

J i r Jh >u ",: •; :Jr :Mr

Building Materials & Supplies
Route 37

Hogansburg, New York 13655
Open Monday-Saturday, 8-5 p.m.

Phone 518-358-2259

MOHAWK VIDEO

Now at its new location on Route 37
across from the American Legion in Hogansburg

SONY-TV's & VCR's
& STEREO SYSTEMS, BETA & VHS

CASSETTE MOVIE RENTALS,
DISC MOVIE RENTALS

• NEW HOURS *

Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Phone 518-358-2619
John Ransom & Hollis White Proprietors

^ V ^ . Dodge
Trucks <<Thank You

America"

Direct from Lee Iacocca & Stan Sabin
S& S Auto Sales, Inc.

West Main St.
Malone, NY 12953

•y or *85
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Phone 518-483-2500
See S & S Auto for Details

Larry, Charlie, or Bill
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