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Native American
Contributions To The

World
by Tebanetorens

"Handiwork.of American aborigines exerts an influence
upon modern art products as Indian names give a»tone to
American geographical nomenclature. The shapes and
figures excite the fancy as do the quaint designs covering an
oriental rug. For us the religious ideas that inspired the
makers, and the original possessors of these things have
evaporated, but the beauty, harmony and proportion they
retain are as effective as ever. A great collection of Indian art
is a storehouse of ideas, motives and suggestions, and much
use can be made of it. Not only are these designs suggestive
for all woven work, textiles and needle work, but decorators
and painters of every kind may find them,useful. Some of the
tribes had fretwork as beautiful as the classic Greek form;-:

"There are hundreds of designs that can be imitated with
splendid effect in border work, crocheting,.embroidering,
etc. The beauty of the Navajo blankets is known.
everywhere, and it is a great credit to a tribe unfamiliar with
white civilization to have produced a form of art work that
white men have set themselves to imitate." Such imitation is
a kind of apology to the originial artists.for having.called:
them barbarians or savages. Many of the Indian-weaving pat-
terns are very beautiful as well as original. The red artists
have shown the depth of their genius and adapting the:
mechanism put into their hands by the whites to their artistic
ideas instead of adapting the ideas to the machines. :

"Indian beadwork is famous all over the world. Pueblo,
pottery is another form of native Indian art that comes to us
like a seed full of germinal power. Both the shapes, and col-
ors employed are valuable models. Among the uses that have
already been made of t-hese suggestions from the redrnah's
mind are the decorations of tableware, parlor tables, stands,.
cups and saucers, bowls, pitchers, candlesticks, work,
tables, trays, mugs, match boxes, pepper pots, bedroom fur*
niture and many other things. We are doing a little/belated
justice to the original possessors, we turn the current of their
artistic tradition into the broader channel which our life af-
fords. It is an inheritance from them, the Redman,, which we
are just beginning to appreciate. It will give the tinge to our
yrt, as the Susquehanna River takes a little richer color from
the darker waters of the Lackawanna."—Miss E. Caste,
noted art teacher. • : : '

AH. Verrill in his, "Old Civilizations fo the New World/" !

(p. 58) says of the Central American Indians, "Their ceramics
were of the highest quality; they executed marvelous
stonework and sculptures they were experts in working
gold, silver, copper and other metals; they cut and.carved'
the most refractory of gem stones, and in some of their, arts
they have no superiors, if indeed equals among .modern
civilized races," and again (p.54), "not only did these pre
historic races execute the most amazing sculptures in hard
stone, often in such materials as rock crystal, agate,..jasper,
jade and obsidian, but they apparently did so-with ease and
rapidity. In some instances they seem, judging by ap-
pearances, to have and carved hard rocks from the mere
pleasure of doing it, or to test their skill, much as a small boy
uses his new jacknife." Of the Aztecs, (p. l6l). "In their car-
vings on shells, bones, wood and stone the Aztecs exhibited
a skill and refinement that has never been excelled, and rid
material was too refractory for the Aztec artizans to carve.
and engrave. In the North American Museum of Natural
History and in the British Museum are masses of clear quartz
crystal carved into the forms of human skulls, human and
animal heads, and other shapes, as perfectly modeled'arid
cut, and as highly polished, even in the smallest and deepest
recesses, as though done by the most skilled modern
lapidist. Jade, agate, topaz, sapphire, quartz, amethyst and:

practically every precious and semiprecious stone known to
Mexico was carved, cut, polished and perforated with ap-
parent ease by the Aztecs. Many of these gems are so small
and the work upon them so minute that it seems impossible
that it could have been done without the aid of a lens." \

Julian H. Salomon (The Book oj Indian Crafts and Indian
Lore, p. XVII)says"ln recent years there has been a renewed:
and growing interests in the American Indian and with it a
realization of the contribution to American art, music arid
drama that he has already made. This has led to an effort to
preserve some of his arts and crafts that still'-remain,'', and
again, (p.3) "In the empires of the Mayans, Inca's and Aztecs,.:
Indian civilization reached its highest development. This
civilization, which was destroyed by the Spaniards, produc-
ed some fine carved monuments, huge pyramids, and great
cities with remarkable stone buildings. Many of these have
recently been excavated, and an interesting result of the ex-
plorations is that architects are. now considering ways in
which Mayan designs may be adapted for use in the erection
of sky-scrapers in New York and Pittsburg. Thus the oldest
American architecture may contribute toward the develop-
ment of the newest." , . : -

Mohawks of the St. Regis Reservation, New York State and
Canada still furnishes the commercial world with most of its
sweetgrass and ash splint baskets. • : ..

"Canada and the United States have reason to be proud of
the craft work of the North American Indian. Master craft-
smanship is to be seen in the museums act as historical in*
termediaries between the past and the present. It is claimed
that one cannot understand the present until he has studied
the past. Deep and imperishable are the roots these priceless
arts and crafts have in the life of the red race who findin the
beauties of nature, freedom, peace, inspiration and motives
for some of the finest, natural, artistic expressions the world
has ever discovered." Indian Arts and Crafts' by N.E.'
Jameison, p.4.

"An examination of the collections in any American
museum quickly reveals the great wealth of design which
these people had. Many of these designs are found to be
graceful and ingenious. It is possible that American design
may become distinctive through a study of Indian art motifs
and an application of them to modern decorative purppses."
Indian How Book, Arthur Parker, p.89. , ; •

"No old world potentate, not even "Solomon in all his
glory," was ever surrounded with such a pomp of riches as
the precious metals, gems, and treasures of art possessed by
the rulers of the Incas, the Aztecs, and the Mayas." (8). They,
(Ecuador Indians) were among the most clever and
remarkable of goldsmiths; many of their beautifully wrought
gold beads were smaller than the head of a corrirhoh pin, the
chased ornamentation being visible only through a magnify-
ing glass." (p. 29). "No pottery can compare with the
polychrome ware from about Nasca, and the immense,.
highly decorated jars or arybals, sometimes four fee1* in
height, are marvels of the potter's art and skill. In wood-
carrying the Incas also attained a highly artistic develop-
ment, noticeable especially in the woodwork which is
decorated by enamel or lacquer designs which superficially
resemble the finest cloisonne work. In textiles they also ex-
celled all other American races, and their wonderfully finely
woven, beautifully colored, and artistically designed woolen
and cotton fabrics have no equals anywhere and cannot be
imitated by machine. They had invented scales and balances,
made mirrors and had reached the pinnacle of perfection in
many civilized industries and arts. : ' .

"The Mayans and Mexican Indians had cotton SO flne:that
the Spaniards took it for silk and cotton so strong that it was
used for armor. The best modern commercial varieties of
cotton are the so-called Sea Island and the misnamed Egyp-
tian varieties. Both of them were developed by the American
Indian"—Native American Food by Gregory Mason, Nat.
Hist. Mag., p. 312, April, 1936. :

Salli Benedict <2lo$eja
Woman of the.Y&W} •

MONTGOMERY ALABAMA — The board of advisors of the
Outstanding Young Women of American awards •program
announced that Salli Benedict will be included, in the 198*
edition of OUTStANDING YOUNG WOMEN OF AMERICA-

the program is designed to honor and encourage excep-
tional young women across the United States who .have
distinguished themselves in their homes, their professions,
and their communities. These accomplishihents are the
results of dedication, service and leadership. These are
qualities that deserve to be recognized and remembered, ;

the individuals are being honored riot only for their pro-
fessional accomplishments but for importantcontributions
to their communities, states and nations as;well- Salli will be.
included in the prestigious annual awards volume of
OUtStANDING YOUNG WOMEN OF AMERICA, along ,
with 30.000 other young women of Arherica.
SALLI (KAWENNOTAKIE) BENEDICT, MOHAWK,
•- •', -..-•-•.•' ' '• ' W O L F C L A N . ; : , ' . " . - V ,;" . - . ; • : -;;;

Salli Benedict has been the director of the: Akwesasne
Museum for the past three and one half yearsvShe is a board
member of the Regional Conference of Historical Agencies,
as well as a board member of the Akwesasne Communica-
tions Society. She is a panelist for Dialogue 2, Museum arid
Arts Organization Texas, (National). She is also a panelist for ;
the New York State Council of the Arts- She is a published
poet and writer of short fiction. Her work has been publish-
ed in three anthologies the (Gathering the Spirits; Earth
Power Coming and the Cultural Resource Journal). She has
written 2 childrens books and illustrated .nine?. She is a
talented sculptress hoping to exhibit her work in New York
State and around New York City. Salli is also the consulting
editor for AKWEKON magazine. The staff at Indian Time
woufd like to extend our congratulations to Salli fx>r receiv-
ing this award and would like to commend her for her
dedicated work and outstanding achievehient within our
community, '

: i: : Cindy Terrance

Native People
Everywhere

• .William B. Newell in his list of Indian inventions makes the
following notes * "Pervuvian Indians wove beautiful cotton
and vicuna wool fabrics 3,000 to 4,000 years ago One of the
outstanding new world inventions is the use of cotton, as a
textile fabric. It was cultivated and used as such among the
Indians of the southwest and also by the Peruvians and
Mayans." ^
" T h e Indian had also appealed to the artist, both in-
dividually, and by reason of his prehistoric experience Tfie
number of painters, engravers, and sculptors who have
taken their subjects from the realm of aboriginal thought and
action in legion. Modern architecture and design has also
received contributions from the Indian It has been asserted
that the set-back feature of the skyscraper was influenced by*
the Mayan temples. Many of the gums and resins, ornamental
timbers and dry woods now used in furniture making, and
other arts are a debt to the" previous knowledge <W%CK-J
perimentation of the Indian/' and again " the Indian;
discovered and developed a number of (
among these was that made from the
from southern Mexico; which was
<>n the nopal or prickly pear cactus, Another i
also the result of domestication, was anil Qr,Aroe<
In central America the Indian used
rnurex shell fish and a purple dye ' —/.
iributionto Civilization by Everett £, \
Statistical Research.

Dene Nation Rejects Nuclear Reactor
Yeliowknife, N.W.t. (Feb. 22, 1985) — The Dene Nation is
pressuring the NWT Legislative Assembly to reject any pro-
posed use of nuclear reactors in the north.

A letter to all MLA's this week outlines the organization's
opposition to the possible installation of Slowpoke 3 reac-
tors in selected northern communities. It is backed up by a
unanimous resolution passed by the Dene Chiefs earlier this
year. Reasons for Dene opposition include environmental
and. health concerns related to the high grade, uraniunV used ;

.as fuel, and the equally dangerous waste products, they also
oppose the connections between such so-called "peaceful"
uses of nuclear power and the making of nuc|ear/we^p<>n^..;
; "Our people have already been unknowingly exposed tc>
the risks associated with abandoned uranium mining wastes
at Port Radium and Ray Rock. Even now we're having trou-
ble getting the remaining problems recognized and a, clean
up underway, t h e uranium used in the Slqwpbke 3 is eririchr
ed and very high grade and would have to be transported
across our land regularly both before and after its use. in the
reactors, that is unacceptable to us." Dene Nation Vice-
President John Bekale said today. Bekale also noted that an
AECL spokesperson at Whiteshell, Manitoba, where
Slowpokes are in use, has confirmed that this is in fact
"bomb-grade" uranium, unlike what is presently used in:
Caridu reactors in Ontario, The spokesperson called it "pret-
ty hot stuff." : • ;.

t h e Dene Nation hope to persuade; the Legislative
Assembly,to put a stop to the still experimental proposal by
AECL before it gets any more advanced; And further to see
increased research funds diverted from nuclear energy to
alternative sources such as wind, and solar energy.

Resolut ion #6
Leadership Meeting, Fort Frankl in, N.W.T.

June 18-23, 1984
RE: Nuclear Power Plants in Denendeh

WHEREAS it has come to the attention of the Dene that
there is some possibility that Nuclear Power Plants might be
used generating electricity for communities in the North,

AND WHEREAS Nuclear Power Plants have numerous life
threatening environmental and health problems associated
with them;

AND WHEREAS the Dene are willing to consider alter
native energy to ensure the protection of Dene Land and its
people; ' . . . - •

THEREFORE BE I t RESOLVED t H A t the Dene adament
ly oppose any proposal for the building of any form of
Nuclear Power. Plants in -the North or anywhere else in
Canada;

BE I t FURtHER RESOLVED tHA t the Dene call on the
Government of the N.W.T. to support the Dene on this mat
ter.
MOVED BY: Chief Joe Rabesca
SECONDED BY: Dolphus Lennie
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
This 20th Day of June, 1984.
For mote information: John Bekale (403) 873-4081

Note of Thanks
Marion Ann Benedict Herne

I wish to express our sincere and heart felt thanks to all
our friends and neighbours of their many acts of kindness
extended to us during our recent bereavement in the loss of
a dear sister and wife. To all charitable donations, mass offer-
ings, messages of sympathy and food, we are truly grateful.
Special thanks to Dr. Bahou, Dr. Goswanic, the Massena
Memorial Hospital, the Vermont Medical Center in Burl-
ington, Medical Clinic in Hogansburg, staff and nurses,
Father Thomas F. Egan, Father Robert L. Flcig and
Donaldson Funeral Home.

these acts of kindness will never be forgotten.
Wayne Herne and Benedict Family

The Greenhouse project with Katsltslanoron Thomp-
son and her corn plant and Nlioieren Perkins with her
tomato plant with Willy Laughing looking on.

, ..;.: Photo: Dlanne Swamp

^ Project
At the Freedom School one of the many things the

students learn about is how to grow their own gardens from
the very beginning; Starting with the seeds and how to start
up the plaints, t h e children learn by doing and with the help
and guidance provided by the teachers and tony Barnes,
who is in charge of the greenhouse, they all take part in the
garden project. Later when the seedlings are big enough and
the time comes for planting, these plants along with others
will be placed in the school's garden in back of the school
grounds, \ • ' " • _ ' •

Last year the students planted enough produce to furnish
their cabbage dinner fundraising project which is part of the
self-sufficiency plan for the children to learn how to take
care of their school system. In learning how to plant and
sharing in their duties the students learn what self
sufficiency is:aU about, first hand.

t h e whole:point to this project is to show how each and
every persbrihas a place and duty in the whole cycle of. life.
With this learning by sharing experience the student grows
to be responsible to themselves and to their community. The
students at the Freed()m School are very lucky to be able to
gain thiskjnd of experience in this community.

• ; : . —Dianne Swamp

St. Regis Girl Struck by Car
HOGANSBURG -~ Pam Tammy Lazore, 14, of St. Regis,.
Quebec was struck by a car on the St. Regis Road at 1:50 a.m.
on the fnqrning of April 5, 1985.

A car driven by Adam Bigtree, 18, of Hogansburg, was
northbound on St. Regis Road when he swerved to the right
to avoid hitting an unidentified male who was lying on the
road. He then struck Miss Lazore who was walking on the
west shoulder of the road. According to the Massena State
Police report, the unidentified male then fled the scene on

• ' f o o t - . . :•: r ' • ' : • • •:•- ; . • • : . . • . • • ' • . . ' • . .

. Miss Lazore was taken to the Hotel Dieu Hospital in Corn-
wall, pntario by the Akwesasne Emergency Team who
responded to the call. She sustained a broken pelvis and a
broken left leg; She was in the intensive care unti for three
days.but is rlow listed in stable condition.

Adam Bigtree was charged with driving without a license,
^^insur^dvPperatiqn of a motor vehicle, unregistered vehi-

cle, uninspected motor vehicle and failure to keep right.
Bigtr-ee will appear in front of Town Justice Kurt Smith, on
April <rl(kh to be arraigned on the charges.

Friends,a!re::asked to write to Tammy who will be in the
hospital for overdone month. Her address is; Tammy Lazore,
Room 459, Hotel Djeu Hospital, Cornwall, Ontario K6H 5T3

— Cindy Terrance

Fainiliar Faces
The following people have been identified which appeared
in the last issue of Indian Time (Vol. 3 No. 7).
A. Bruce Jackson
B. Raymond Swamp
C. "Bunny" Arquette
D Joseph McDonald .
E Eddie Grav
(Credit goes to Francis Crce who could name them all.)

Nikwasi Celebration &
festival of Festivals

FRANKLIN, NC — The spirit of the great athlete, Jim Thorpe,
will inspire runners of many Indian nations on June 21, as
the Jim Thorpe Invitational Relay leads off the annual
Nikwasi Celebration and Festival of Festivals in Franklin,
North Carolina.

three days of activities will offer a stimulating and
generous, sampling of American life, from the traditions of
the native Indian tribes to the ethnic heritage of Scottish and
German emigrants, and the pioneer culture of the Ap-
palachian south. Festival goers will be entertained by
bagpipe players in colorful clan costumes, the tribal dance of
the Cherokees, the fast fingers of the mountain fiddler, top-
tapping doggers and ballad singing along with the best
mountain crafts and cooking that Western North Carolina
has to offer.

Begun as a showcase for the many popular festival of
Western North Carolina and North Georgia, the Festival of
Festivals gained a new dimension last year with the addition
of the Nikwasi Celebration. The event drew ten Native
American tribes together for the first time for games, danc-
ing, exhibitions, and fellowship.

This year, with the Mayor and the Town of Franklin serv-
ing as hosts, the celebration promises to be larger and more
spectacular than ever. Ninety-four tribes from throughout
the United States have been invited to participate in the
festivities, which will feature a fancy war dance competition
and a blowgun contest, in addition to the Jim Thorpe race.

Carl Thorpe, the son of the great Olympian, will award a
1600 purse to the winners of the relay, held as a tribute to his
father, the race will originate in Cherokee and Finish at the
Nikwasi Mound in Franklin, a distance of 35 miles.
: Nikwasi was the ancient sacred town of the Cherokees.
the word meant "The Center," symbolic of the importance
of the village in the Cherokee Nation. The old town of
Nifcwasi was situated along the Little Tennessee River, sur-
rounding a mound which has been preserved on Franklin's
East Main Street. This mound, and the townhouse which
stood on its summit, was the site of numerous mythic and
historic events. •

Legend has long claimed that it is the home of an invisible
people who guarded the village during several battles which
occurred here. The town was finally destroyed by the British
in 1761, but the mound endured and is now listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

the day, of the Jim thorpe Relay will end with a Chiefs'
Banquet, paying tribute to Jim Thorpe and the Eastern Band
of the Cherokee Indians and the tribe's Principal Chief,
Robert Youngdeer.

The next two days, June 22 and 23, will be filled with ex-
citement as the Festival of Festivals and the Nikwasi Celebra-
tion give visitors a rare chance to experience in one place the
traditions of various Indian tribes as well as bagpipe players,
mountain, fiddlecs^cloggers and balladpers, and the best of
Appalachian traditional crafts and cooking. A balloon ascen-
sion will be featured this year from the "Freedom Aloft"
festival, twenty of the region's major festivals will provide
representative entertainment, giving visitors the opportunity
to sample each event and schedule future outings around
their favorites.
. Betty Gideon, Executive Director of the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce, which sponsors the- annual
festivities, stressed the educational and cultural value of the
program, as well as its entertainment potential.

1 'this is a chance to sample the great diversity of American
life," she said, " the Chamber is proud to host a festival of
this magnitude. And we're sure that visitors will discover
that Western North Carolina is unsurpassed as a vacation
spot. Not only do we have great natural beauty, but many
unique forms of professional entertainment."

Last year's festival drew 10,000 visitors, a figure that is ex-
pected to be topped this year.
For information and registration contact:
Betty Gideon, Show Chairperson
Post office Box 180
Franklin, N.C. 28734
(704)524-3161

More
Familiar Faces

A. B.

Mr 1 r J I ) i

How many can you-name?
Check the next issue of In-
dian time for positive I.D.
Give us a call at 358-9535 if
you Can identify these peo-
ple. How about searching
your photo albums for some
familiar faces you would like
to share? E..

-1 I,

L-A'i-iSd, * *


