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Mohawk Sovereignty Over
the St. Lawrence

The Wildlife Conservation By-Law #7, which is a by-law
i'> irguLik' hunting, fishing and trapping in the Akwesasne
i <.-!;i">r\ w .>-, sent to the Minister of Indian Affairs in Ottawa:
i.> 11 i i i \ l i u i i t l i ; i t t h i s b y - l a w h a s h a d i t s t h r e e r e a d i n g s i n
Couiu il. \ meeting was held between representatives from
'.u three Mohawk Councils, representatives from
kahnawake to discuss declaring Mohawk sovereignty Over
the M. Lawrence waters. . . \. '"..

()n Monday, a meeting was held with the Ontario Ministry
"i \ .uural Resources and Conservation Department, whose
M.ih-ments at that time was that the present law that exists
lor them was that they (Ontario) was responsible for every
p.in of onta i io including Indian reservations. From that
point ol vitw -they could and had the right to take action
.igamst illegal tishing and to confiscate nets if found to be il-
legal I smg these law s of the Province, this is what they use
.UK! they i la mi appl ies to Indian people-a lso. ••.'••.

Kind ( cunt i l Chief Mike Mitchell informed these people
is in i he position < >f the Mohawk people which is that we.
ii.i\ e law s toi i mi people and a copy of the wildlife conserva-
>i in bv law was s h o w n to these representat ives. "The Jaws,"
ihe Puixiiuc i-- using is the laws that pertain to their people
! non Indians) ' • . • • : •.- • ":•;,,

1 he i ;IH' that (.hiet Mitchell presented was where many of i
* 'in Mi >haw k men return home and to be able to provide for
:he <ur\ i\al nt their families, they return to the-skills., which v

\ \eu i.iught to them by their grandfathers, which in this in-,
M.IIUV is t'^hing The Council gives-its full support to these
m e n l o r ( o n t i n u i n g t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l s k i l l s . . .. . •. ••-•••

T h e i e is n«i scieni i t ie data available that s h o w s that Indian
people are m any way responsible for the depletion of
iisiiiju- ni the si. I aw renc e River. The results of prior testing.
that was in iu luued by scientists and other electives have
-li.iu n that the use of gill nets by Indian people has nothing
... uo wuii the ucpiciiosi oi the (ishlife. There have beerV iri-
-unces reported b\ the conservation officers of the-abuses
In non Indians who state they are-Indian and have fishirig
lights. This abuse will no longer be tolerated from how on
all our people \\ ill have identification which can be obtained
onl\ through the'"Rand office. These I.D.'s can be obtained
lmm l.lovd. Henediit at tlTc Indian government building
anytime weekdays <•) to -t p.m. This issue of I.D.'s are only a<
protection for our fishermen against the misuses, by rtotv
Indians using our rights. • . , .• ;.•'..•

Concerns of the coTTservation and the environment Of the
nvers that fall in our territories are very important to. the.'
Mohaw k people "The basic problem is to make the Ontario,
Ouebec and the federal governments to recognize that the
Mohawk people do have-a territory which NEVER-was ret
mguished or given away!" stated Mitchell.

Ducks (nl imited is a prime example of projects that are
being initiated tor conservation and environmental pur*
poses. These projects are geared to improve the breeding
gn ninds of ducks, geese, muskrats and_other related wildlife,
\kwesasne has proved to have one of the largest marsh areas
in HaMcrn Canada, and because it falls within our territory jt
v .m benefit the people. The benefits are the environmental
ones, through the employment opportunities the project
w ill provide and the scientific knowledge that can be gained
Irotn these projects . . •• '.-;. -

Islands in the St. Lawrence that are also part of our ter-
i i to i \ . especially Diekerson Island will be declared-'a rare
bird sanctuary. "This is a declaration from the Mohawk: peo-
ple not from the Ontario, Quebec or the federal;
yovernmeiH!" stated Mitchell. The Provinces and the federal.
governments were informed of these conditions that will be
set d o w n and will be cons is ten t wi th the wildl i fe conserva-
tion by-law set out by the Mohawk people . ,: ••'..•."'•',•'•'.

There will be future meet ings be tween the three uni ted
Mohawk Councils and governmental officials to further
d i s c u s s i h c s t ; i s s u e s a n d o t h e r r e l a t e d c o n c e r n s - . ; . . - • • •

Dianne Swamp

Acid Rain Index
From Huntington Forest, N.Y.
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L o w e s t p H r e a d i n g . • ' •
s i n c e F e b . o f 1 9 8 4 : : : .
w h e n t h e y s t a r t e d . • '
t h e r e a d i n g . . •.'-".'•'•• :':.-..:"-.. J

90 X more acidic than normal
p H ; • ; . • . - • • . •'; ":'':-'': '••

The acidity or alkalinity of a substance is measured on a logarithmic
scale from o to 14, known as pH. A pH of 7 is neutral, whereas a pH
of .14 is extrememly acidic. Due to the logarithmic nature of the
scale, a pH of 4 is 10 times more acidic than a pH of 6. UnpOllntcd.
rainwater has a maximum acidity or minimum pH of 5.6' ?••••

1M: Richard, Dave, Louie, Phillip, John &
Mary Thompson taken November 1957.

u. Photo Courtesy of Phillip Thompson family

Tribal Meeting Saturday
April 5, 19B5

AKWESASNE — The monthly Tribal Meeting began at ap
proximately 10:10 a.m. with sixteen people present
Leonard Garrow and Allan Terrance were not present, so
Julius 'Speed' Herne and Carl Tarbelt acted on their behalf
Carol Herne read the minutes from the previous meeting,
and the meeting for April 5th proceeded with topics A\hich
included: •.'.••.'•.'

; : 1. Land Claims .••'{.'•'•"
. 2. Delinquent Water Bills :

3. Indian Burial Grounds
-: 4. HUD Homes

5. Budget cuts/JOM/A Trip to Washington, D,C.
The first topic was Land Claims. Larry Pyke reported what

the chiefs had done at the meeting with the representatives
frorn the St. Regis Band Council and the Traditionai Council
on the reserve. Larry Pyke said there was a meeting on
March 29th with Bob Batson. Larry said -'Leonardand I will
represent the Tribal Council, Mike Mjtcheil, and Billy Sunday
Will represent the St. Regis Band Councirand Ron LaFrance
and Doug George will represent the Traditional Council for
the meetings concerning land claims. Speed Herne felt the
Judges decision in favor of the Oneida Land Claims issue
gave the people of the St. Regis a "big boost." Speed attend-
ed three meetings concerning Land Claims. There will also
be a professor from St. Lawrence University: at the tribal

Dr, WelchrHe will be „
The next Land Claims meeting will be in Syracuse at the end
o f A p r i l : ;..'• ,.'-'.:•.•• • ' . . ' - ' • ] .'••:'•'-• '.'•/•• .

. .The next topic of discussion was Deliquent Water Bills
Speed Herne said, "there are at present $3,000:00 worth of
unpaid water bills. The water for the people that haven't
paid their bills will be shut off on April 15th,

•Indian Burial Grounds was the third subject on the agen-
da: There was a letter from Dr. Gail S. Schaffer, the secretary
Of state from Albany, N.Y. who said that there will be a
meeting jn Albany on April 16, 1985, concerning the Indian
Burial Grounds. Some one from the Tribal Councils ill at-
tend the meeting.

The fourth subject that was discussed at the meeting was
the HUD homes. Mike Cook who was at a meeting in
Washington,D.C. said.that it looked promising that the tribe
^buld receive funds for 30 new homes. A plan of action for
the houses will be formulated at a meeting this May. Applica-
tions for the homes are still being taken. If you Want tp apply
for a HUD home, see Helen Laughing. Mikealso commuted
on tWo workshops that will be coming up in April arid May,
lj: Oh April 27th the Health Services will besponsoring/a
Akwesasne Awareness Day. This workshop1 will emphasis
Alcohol Awareness and Child Abuse. Speakers from ; the
police departments and representatives from th.e-St. Regis
Band Council as well as the Health Services will be at the-
workshop. •.•'•-': "•.•,/': •".•;'••
2). Rita Swamp^will be having a Child Sexual Ajjtise clinic oh
May 7th. The workshop will include speakers from the
Qgdensburg Phsychiatric Hospital. Ontario Provincial Police
and other Police agencies. . .r-.-:\V\: '
Mike also mentioned that the Health Services will be in for a
"Bad year" next year. He also stated that the funds for JOM
have not come in yet. ;

•The final topic for discussion for the day was the trip that
Leonard Garrow, Larry Pyke, and Speed Herne made when
they went to Washington. Speed met with Lincoln White
and Louis Bruce for a briefing on Indian Education. It was
also mentioned that he and Leonard had meetings for three
days concerning the United/South arid Eastern Tribes
Leonard Garrow is the head of this organization. "Wesley Laf-
fin received an A & A Grarit. There is a movie at the library
about the S'.E. tribes, concerning what they are doing.

The next tribal meeting will be on May 4th 1985 .The
Tribal Caucus, nominations for chief and sub-chief will be
on May 18, 1985. Tribal members are urged to attend the
monthly meetings in order jo have a say in what goes on
-nrifrHin iht* t-rirml o n v p r n m p n t - .- ... ••"•*: . • ;." - "'the tribal government.

Cindy Terrance

;WESASNE -*- The Mohawk Nation. Council of Chiefs
authorized a lieense for CKON radio (F.M.

hicjh will permit them to broadcast in air space within
wk Territory for the next five years.
JK" radio is located on Cornwall Island and has been

for the past seven months.
it Nation Chief Jake SWamp stated "This is part of

tebuilding oftr nation efforts. We have to start taking
rol of our otyri affairs We must start exercising our
reign status, and get used to doing for ourselves, be it
munications education or other areas. A few years back

^ould.have never thought we would have our own radio
ion There is a need for other nations to start radio sta-
is What, we do here will have an affect on other nations."

^The operation of CKON radio must conform to rules and
-Tjfegutatlons determined by the Mohawk Nation Council of
Chiefs and Cianmothers as well as the Akwesasne Com-
munications Society

The authorization of the license set a precedent at
Akwesasne because'this is the first time a radio station has
gone through ihe Mohawk Nation for a license. Radio sta-
tions located In Canada are usually licensed by the CRTC.
(Canadian Radio Tele Communications-Canada. • , •

Julius 'Speed' Herne
New Acting Tribal

Representative
Effective at 10 a m on April 15, 1985, Julius 'Speed' Herne

became the new acting Tribal Representative. Allan Terrance
resigned his position which he had been elected to in June of
1984 This vacancy w<u> filled by Mr. Herne who was the
sub-chief for Allan Terrance Mr' Herne will serve out the
re&t of the term of this office which is to expire in June of
1987 The position was a three year elected term.

On May 18, 1985 at 10 «i m there will be a caucus held at
the Community Building for nominations for the elections of
the folk)wing positions
One positions of sub-chief for three years held by Carl
T^rbell
One position for three years for Clerk held by Carol Ter-,
ranee Herne
One position now vacant for sub for term to expire in 1987
ojeviou!»ly held by Julttts Herne.

Ho^i^tHe^K0»>lnations caucus, the elections will be.
rtefd on June 1st at the community building. - r

Julius 'Speed' Herne has been involved in the political
stene since 1977 when he returned to Akwesasne. Juiius says
everyone has seen him in one.office or another, and he is
\ erv active When asked how the first days oft>ffice was like
Speed said ' I've been in office two days and its been a hectic
two days 1 want all the Mohawk Nation people to know that
if they want to speak to me feel free to do so." People can
re.ich Speed at the Community Building any week day at

2272 ext 207 or stop in between 9~to 4 p.m.

\

Akwesasne Fish Story
Question; Where's the best fishing spot?

The answer from my friends down by the St Lawrence
River was "In my uncle's fish box1

L-R, Bruce Boots, Danny Thompson, Nelson Boots and Dar-
ren Francis

First Acid Rain Monitoring
Station: Akwesasne

With the help of Glen Harris and some of the students
from the Environmental Studies Department of St Lawrence
University, Akwesasne now has its first Acid Ram monitoring
station We have installed this monitoring station (Station A)
right next d6o* to our Akwesasne Notes/Indian Time offices
on Raquette RoftU Road
. The proces^jyery simple, merely a cedar post, a plastic
funnel, tube ajftijwo/plastic bottles Readings are taken by
soaking tadicaffiP sticks in collected samples of rain water
The ends of thO'sticks change color and the color is matched
to a chart toindlcate,;pH readings. Readings are from 4 0-70
Remember that ̂ 6 i£ the maximum acidity (normal) in un-
polluted rainWPtr " "

Glen has<«»qfeccd tasapply us enough materials to set up
six flionitaHsm stations; 'We'd like to see 4hese scattered
around AlrMsMtqe, so that we cart compare the different
areas We, tgofe to j^bve Station A to the Akweesasne

: also need locations on Cornwall
Sjtatte Road, Shye, St Regis
^45e good to have these sta-

Tribal meeting held
Lawrence Pyke and Carl

tions all
Our first reading-

W»4~ '
HKWM

yotfng people can participate
12*h, after three days collection

r 3Jas it was a much brighter color

[ was 4.4, and that's pretty acidic

WOLF CLAN CHIEF, Jake Swamp presents CKON
Radio Director Dennis Nicholas with License which
will permit them to operate. Photo: Cindy Terrance

Onondagas Evict Ron Jones
The Onondaga Nation Council unanimously elected to

remove Ron Jones from the community after lohg delibera-
tion when Jones became involved in an armed confrontation
with members of the national government last week.

The eviction occurred April 14th when the warriors of
Onondaga, acting with full community approval, went to the
Jones residence to assist him in packing his belongings and
to escort him off Onpndaga. Several of Jones children were
allowed to remain in the community along with his wife.

At a public meeting on April 14th, it was observed by a
number of Onondagas that Jones had been a disruptive ele-
ment there for many years and had in the past threatened in-
dividuals and families with violence. Last week Jones had
shoved a rifle into the stomach of a Clanmother While his
sons assaulted an Ohondaga Faithkeeper.

The latest dispute between Jones and the Onondaga Na-
tion Council arose when Jones attempted to clear land off In-
terstate 81 for the construction of a commercial bingo hall in
defiance of the Council's ruling that the bingo operation was
forbidden. :

< C ifirig *Y(kte«ce -tf»al the +>t»g<iMga«*es are; co»ft«eied with
organized crime, tr\e Council voided a leasing agreement
signed between a Texas group, Onondagan Alpheus Logan
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Jones was hired by the
Texas company to^clear the building site.

Jones had threatened armed resistance and had in fact shot
at other Onondagas in the past. He had also been involved in
an assault against an Onondaga youth resulting in possible
permanent physical injury to the youth.

The eviction was accomplished without incident when
Jones agreed to leave peacefully but refused to appear before
an assembly of the Onondaga people to hear the final
removal order. ^

It was observed by a number of Onondagas that these type
of incidents could possibly be to the advantage of the U.S.
federal government since it threatened the^ecurity of the
only native nation in North America completely independent
from the U.S.

— Doug George - Kanentiio

N.y. Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic

Preservation
Greetings ; .

The enclosed document is the Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation s proposed guidelines pertaining
to the designation of Indian Burial Grounds ID0PKR-41-
84-00002-P. Also attached are the comments of a trusted
friend of R.AJ.N.'s.

I encourage you to read and voice your feelings on any or
all of the sections. Also read very carefully the conclusion at
the end of the comments on page 5. . v

Please note the State of New York does not contact the
Grand Council at all in reference to the burial sites. I
believe that in finding any burial grounds the Grand Coun-
cil Haudenoshuee (Six Nations) should be one of the first to
be notified and that the Grand Council should have part in
the final determinations. I believe one of the reasons the
guidelines are so wrong on behalf of the; Native American
people is that the Grand Council was never asked to submit
Or participate in the drawing up of the guidelines,

I trust that you will address as many points as possible
but, if you do nothing else, please suggest that the Grand
Council be at feast involved in the decision making.

: Peace to you,
• ' ' ' . : signed

Georgette Tefoe
''.;•• Active Member R.A.I.N.

PROSPOSED RULE MAKING HEARINGS SCHEDULED
Desiged of Indian Burial Grounds.
I.D. No. PKR-41-84-00002-P
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE State Ad-
minstrative Procedure Act, NOTICE is hereby given of the
following proposed rule:
Proposed action: Addition of new Par 429 to TJtle 9
NYCRR.
Statutory authority: Indian Law, section 12-a; Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservaton Law, section 309,
subd. (8) ,
Subject: Designation of Indian burial grounds.
Purpose: To provide a mechanism whereby the Commis-
sioner of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation shall
designate Indian Burial grounds asplaces oi historic Interest.
Text of propsed rule: Subchapter M of Chapter I of Subti-
tle 9 NVCRR is amended by adding a new Part 429 to fead as
f o l l o w s : -:;' - • . • . - . • . • •-. .'"• • " " . ' - , • - V . ' " - ."••."
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