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Native American
Contributions To The

World
by Tebanetorens

THE CORN HUSKER
Hard by the Indian lodges where the bush •.-.'•••'
Breaks in a clearing, through ill-fashioned'fields, /
She comes to labor, when the first still hush
Of autumn follows large and recent yields. . ' ;

Age in her fingers, hunger in her face,
Her shoulders stooped with weight of work and years,'
But rich in tawny coloring of her race,
She conies afield to strip the purple ears.

And all her thoughts are with the days gone by, : ;
E're might's injustice banished from their lands :
Her people, that to-day unheeded lie, ' • •. : '
Like the dead husks that rustle through her hands.

By Pauline Johnson (Mohawk) :

"VC'c of the Six Nations reserve honour our Indian poetess,
Emily Pauline Johnson. She is more than just a memory for
she lives today in her books which are read throughout the
world. In her life time, her recitations were equally famous;
NX'e are especially proud that she boasted her nationality and
in her native buckskin costume was accepted even byToyak
ty. As a poetess. Miss Johnson was not great, not a Tennyson
nor a Browning, but as Gilbert Parker writes, "Canadian-,
literature would have been the poorer without her contribu-
tion." Mr. Bernard Mcl-voy describes her as, "a literary;,
worker of whom Canada may well be proud."—-Mary
Anderson Longboat, Six Nations Reserve, Ohsweken,
Hodenosauneone. '.''..'.••

"Indian designs and symbols can be used and adapted to,
all phases of a camper's work. Nearly all camp equipment
may be decorated in Indian designs and used to denote

, various meanings that will attract a youthful camper to the -
•idea carrying our motto and words of the camp through
these Indian symbols. It may also be used as a decoration for
tents, buildings, boats, handicrafts, costumes and all articles
that are made in a camp." — A Scouter. '.•"•'•'"•

\X ith the mining and setting of gems they, the Indians,
were as skillful as were the Egyptians. They turned put ex-
cellent ornaments. Many of the turquois, jade, mica and rock:
crystal mines now in use were started by the Indians. The.
turquois mines near Cerrilos, New Mexico, were worked by '
them for hundreds of years before the white man came. In
I vt 1 when Coronado's men visited the mines, they found:
large trees growing in some of the shafts, indicating their
abandonment for over a hundred years. At one time these
mines furnished nearly all the turquois used in the United
States For years they were leased by Tiffany and Co.',,
famous jewelers of New York.

The Indians of New Mexico are skilled in arts and. han-
dicrafts and produce some articles in considerable volume.
Many pueblos make beautiful pottery. Best known for this
work are San Ildefonso and Santa Clara. Silver smithing,
especially by the Navajos. is an expert craft that sends its
products far and wide. Much of this silver work, is set with .
sky-blue turquois, a stone considered by all tribes'to have--.
special significance. Navajo rugs, woven by hand from pat-
terns ne\er set to paper, arc still unique in beauty and'
durability.—Craftsman. • • • -.•"

William B. Newell in his. "Contributions of the American:-'
Indians," says the cralts of the American Indian: .
"Metallurgy: They (Mayas. A/tecs, Peruvians) worked gold,
silver, bronze better than any of the ancient civilizations of
the old world. They were the first people to use and work
platinum. The famous textiles of the Peruvians ha,ve been
Kxugnized by authorities as being the best the world has
ever seen Authorities claim that no race on earth.made
baskets as well as the Porno and other Indian tribes of
California. Their beauu and technique excelled all-others.

Within the last five years the Indians of California have
revealed the secret ot their special product—long lasting
paint Paintings of the Indians have remained bright after a ;
hundred and fifty years of exposure on southern California
cliffs. The secret has just been divulged-to scientists by old
Medicine Men of the Mi**sion Tribes. The base of their col-,,
ored paints i.s oil from seeds of the chilicothe, a wild
cucumber. * : . . .

It is now recognized by high authority that the American
Indians have many painters of great ability. Most of the tribes
displayed fine artistic taste back in pre-Columbian days, and •
even in'historic times. Today they are cultivating it more
than ever. Especially among the southwestern Indians are"
native artists nourishing. Indian art is decorative, colorful*
liveh, significant and dramatic.—Craftsman.

Clark Wissler (Indians of the United States, pp-. 213, 214.)
says of the Aztecs: "The\ built fine temples, wrought in
gold, jade and turquois. From maguey fiber they made a kind
of paper, upon which they recorded events and Official:
orders, made maps of ;he country, wrote literature, iri--
cluding poetry, and. on occasion rolled tobacco in a piece of
it to make cigarettes. They built roads, though all travel was
on foot, made aqueducts to bring fresh water to their cities,
and constructed floating gardens in a kind of Venice where
small light houses guided the boatmen at night. In their
capital they maintained a zoo, where many birds and strange
animals were kept. A great people, truly, they domesticated
maize, cocoa, and many other useful plants, which later
enriched white men. They played with hollow rubber balls
long before Columbus was born. Thagain, (pp. 293, 294). ",.•

"Copper was used extensively in Peru and Mexico arid
worked in the I'nited States by hammering. All the tribes bet-
ween the I'nited States and Chile were expert m working
gold and silver. In Peru, bronze was made by melting copper
and tin in the same furnace. A visit to a well-stocked museum
will show that the metal workers of these tribes had little to |
learn from Europeans. These pre-Columbian metallurgists.
knew how to draw wire; the finest specimen known has a
diameter of about '0.0008 of aii inch. In the matter of
welding they achieved standards which still excite the-ad-'.:
miration of our own metal workers. Soldering was known;,
The edge of copper tools were hardened by the cold-
hammering process and as a result were harder than soft,.
iron. When this treatment was applied to bronze, it became'
much harder than iron. When it was found that the. pre-
Columbian Indians in South America worked platinum/"pur
metallurgists were puzzled. In the United States the pre-
historic metal workers understood welding and solderingas:
in the old world, but they combined platinum with gold in
an original way. The fine grains of platium were mixed with
gold and heated. By repeated heating and hammering they
produced an alloy of gold and platinum which could be Used
for plating. Again, the New World Metallurgists had a way of
guilding copper, using a gold-copper alloy with a melting
point so low that it could be run over the surface of heated
copper. All of which means that in the Andes country and in
Central America the pre-Columbian metal workers had mad^
discoveries not known to Europeans of the same period and
had achieved most of those by their contemporaries in the
old world. We sometimes hear it said that the Indian lacked
the genius to be an inventor, and the claim put forward that
what does seem to be inventions were in some mysterious
manner brought here, ready-made, from the old world. The
only weakness in this argument is that a list of useful inven-
tions can'be compiled, none of which were known to the
old world." ..•;•'•' - ., I

Seton in telling of the message of the Redman says, (Book*
of Woodcraft, pp. 572, 573) "He sought for the beautiful in
everthijng. He teaches us that, if we have the spirit of beauty
within, we may beautify everything in every office and walk
of our lives. Every weapon, tool, utensil, garment and house;
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Big Stakes Bingo Halt to
Open on Reserve

AKWfeSASNE — Groundwork for a big stakes bingo opera-
tion began last August, and is located on Route 37 adjacent
to Buddy's Truck Stop.

A contract to build and manage the bingo hall was signed
on June 24» 1984. The contract was a management agree-
ment between Guilford White, Buddy Cook and the St Regtf
Mohawk Tribe. The contract will be legal and -binding for 5
years with'the tribe receiving 51% of the profits and
Guilford and Buddy receiving 49%.

At the end of the contract agreement the tribe will be
receiving 70% of the profits then the three parties will either
renegotiate or the share owned by Guilford and Buddy will
be bought by the tribe.

The bingo hall is a large building which will have a seating
capacity of 1,800 people and should generate between 130
and 150 jobs for people on the reserve. Applicants fpr the
job openings may apply at Buddy's or call 358-9551 after
April 9th, .;";•.

The main contractor for the building was Richard Jacobs.
His company took care of the steel, concrete arid carpentry
work the building required. As of this writing the air condi-
tioning, electronics systems, sound system and plumbing
has been installed. Workers have been putting in 10-12 hour
days; 7 days a week in order to meet the proposed opening
bnMaylSth.

Chief Larry Pyke has a wait and see attitude about'the
bingO, but in an interview last week, said "I'm sure there is

.money to be made from the bingo hall for the tribe. This sort
;.pf big stake bingo is working on a reserve in Cherokee,
'South Carolina."

: At the present time it is not known what the admission
prices .vsrtll be or the prizes. After the grand opening, the
managers will be able to tell how many people will actually
turn..out for the bingo and they will then be able to regulate
admission prices and prizes. Whoever wins prizes will not be
liable for taxes, since they will have won it on the St: Regis
Indian Reservation. :

This big stakes bingo will be similar to one that was set up
art Cornwall Island early last summer and was: voted out by
Indians on the Canadian side of the reserve in a referendum
vote.

Cinclv;Ter ranee

^Thompson's Rebuild
Ahnawate Corner Store

'•; AHNAWATE.-r Paul and Hilda Thompson have rebuilt the
Ahnawate Corner Store which was damaged;by'fire-'on
February 23, 1985. They have reopened for business on Fri-
day, March 29th. .'•''.••: . ,

Paul would like to thank the Hpgansburg Volunteer Fire
Department whose quick action saved most of the building.
Paul said 'Twill also be making a $200.00 donation to the
Hogansburg Volunteer Fire department. The firemen were
at the scene of the fire within 12 minutes. Frank Lacerenza or
someone else from the Fire Department can come. over.and
pickup my donation."

.After the fire and smoke damaged part of the building was
cleaned out. The Thompsons decided,that they Could save
the building. The fire and smoke damaged areas.have been
repaired and the building has been rewired, The store will
Offer basically the same merchandise that it did prior, to the

...flr^-;:;':V-: •-:<•• •••';-:'" • • Cindy Terrance

Conference Goal is Good
Network for the iroquois

-.--'• More Irpquois news in more Iroquois homesi is thei-goal of;
a group of pative American .communicators frorn,thrpughj>«A
New Yb;rk and Canada, who will gather at the Native
American Center for the Living Arts, Aprilll and 12.

Participants in the first Iroquois -Communications Conr
fererie'e will focus on building stronger communications
within the Iroquois community, and a number of Other-
social problems faced by native Americans* said conference
Coordinator Tim Johnson.

• 'Over the past several hundred years, there hits..been a real
breakup of the Iroquois community. Some of the causes
have been political; economic, and social," said Tini
Johnson, who has a bachelor's degree in communications
from the State University of New York at Buffalo. Johnson is

: also a photographer at the Niagara Gazette.
"There's been a fragmentation, one of the biggest pro-

blems is that it's left a lot of people with a lack of identity
We've been so innu.ndated with the outside media, in both
the 'United States and Canada, there hasn't been enough rein-
forcement of who we are. We see a real need for building up
communication resources."

There are an estimated 10,00(Tnative people in the Niagara
region, with:one of the largest populations of Iroquoisi con-
centrated in the state, Johnson said. The Iroquois Con-
federacy consists of six nations of the: Seneca, Qneida,
Cayuga, Onondaga, Mohawk and Tuscarora.

- K Although . there are currently about a dozen native
American newsletters, there is a need for networking. Ways
to improve the flow of information will be discussed at the
conference, as well as the special educational needs of the
native people.

;.-': "One of the biggest problems is alcoholism — some feel it
has social beginnings, due to the fact that native people
aren't getting the proper encouragement to succeed in to-
day's society," said Johnson.

The center received a 17,800 grant form the New York
, State Council for Humanities for the conference, which will
feature presentations, funding sources, photography, net-
working, art, photo journalism and other related subjects
. Guest speakers will include Simon Brascoupe, Senior Ad-
visor Indigenous Policy, Ottawa, Quebec, Lenore KeeShig-
Tobias, of the Sweetgrass Magazine; and Richard LaCourse, a
member of the board of directors of the Native American
Press Association.

the public is welcome to attend the free conference,
which will run from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. both Thursday and Fri-
day, April 11 and 12, Johnson said.

"It will be good for them to be aware, ' he said
More information about registering for the conference

may be obtained at the Native American Center
Reprinted from NIAGARA GAZETTE, March 9, 1985

—he has taught us how to make beautiful. His songs, stones,
dances, ceremonies, his sytem of etiquette and courtesy,
were expressed in his daily life that proved his mind, and if»
the making of beautiful tents, blankets, baskets and canoes,
he has easily led the world. These things were mere expres-
sions of his broad creed that the Great Spirit is in everything,
everywhere, all the time."

"It is now being generally accepted that the Indian in his
distinctive racial characteristics is possessed of certain assets
which may form the basis fo his resources One of the first >
resources of our present day Indian, therefore, is the fitdt*
that he is a Indian. That racially he is the direct heir of anart,
a culture, a way of life, that made Us oWn unique contribu-
tion to the conquest of a continent in the centuries befdfe'
the white man came—That which is fundamentatin " '
a handcraft is possessed of a beauty eternal* and no
the white man has introduced since his arrivaUias
beautiful those arts of which the Indian has beew1

the master, The an expression and cj *
gaining increased emphasis within our Ii
mg given to instruction in the older In]
a revival of Indian art. "^-Greatest of i
Willard W. Beatty, Director of Indian Ed
" . • ' • • • • : - . ' . ' " • •• • / - A " ' " - 1 !
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Francis Jock, Akwesasne Fisherman getting his nets
ready for morning fishing trip. Photos Dianne Swamp

i ^ i
Some of the sure sighs of spring here in Akwesasne is easi-

ly seen by the activities of the Akwesasneronon, such as
Francis can be seen early each morning leaving the shores of
the village of St Regis on his way out to check on his nets in
the St. Lawrence River; Since the ice is gone Francis is usual-
ly one of the first fishermen to venture out into the still very
cold waters of the St. Lawrence to harvest his catch for the

. . d a y . •• •''.••: • ' ' • • ' . . - • ' • - ; ;"••.'. [ ' -. • '

Francis has been making a living at tishing since he moved
back to the community in 1961. He said he learned a lot
about fishing from the Elders some oT whom are no longer
with us. Francis said, "they taught me all the tricks of fishing
like .where are some of the best fishing places and how to
take care of the fish so thiit we put back what we don't use.
This is important to the "fiver and to the fishermen."

.The catch for today was, several northern pikes, and a
couple of walleyes. Francis says it's a little early but he
should be caKhing more as the weather warms up a bit, and
the different types of,fish start to run. There will be trout,
perch and sturgeon to chose.from.

As the weather warms up you just have to ride around
Riv£r Road to see some of the fishermen by the shores and
you will be able to visit with them and hear some good ole
fish stores while .you. buy fish from them.

— Dianne Swamp

Motfe Nicknames!
Joe Crabs, Gobsc, G;L, Rochester, Motai, Goakes, Morocco,
Gullah, Sonny, So dirk, Head, Maday, Uncle ChiChi, Muzz,
Popney, Fez, Tiriy, Nik Maleti, Junebal, Baren, Fish, Johnny
Baker, Little Moe, BooBoo Shey, Juice, Sap, Sambo,
Wolfman, Mac, Mpocbie, Peanuts, Animal, Juddie, Ship
Wreck, Dolly, Hubbs, Bingo, Slick, Ketchup, Bemadine,
Shafty, Shaft, 88, Batman, Humidy, Gee guts, Schneeman,

••Snowball, Bear Cat, Frosty, T-bags, Go yuks, Chief,
BpnecTusher, Honeybee, Jai, Btmes, Donuts, #8, Bonehead,
Dingy, Beamer/Saippn, Stan the man, Pee Wee, Buggsey,.
Brand X, Gentle Ben, Jake the Snake, Buff, Duke, Snaily,
Nips, Buckskin,1 Sinhes, Butchie, Inchworm, FishwOrm,
Mud, Sea, Biscuit, Jet, Sauce, Becks, Miff, Loophole, Fuzzy,
Fluff, Pebbles, Bam, FlOssi, GeeGee, Oko, Washington,
Keesie, Big Di, Gussie, Pooh, Cal, Swade, Cow Eyes, Lumox,
Dinny dp ha, Dumper; Lenint, Ox and JR., Oka Dick,
Dodgadeese, Spoptfaty,.Julio, Social, Friday, Gay Ray/Nun-
ny, Rot, McDuck, J^r-Bear, Murdock, Buck, Luck, Dit, Toe,
John across the field, Ness, Doodlebug, Monster Man, Hawk,
Rosie, Spoorier, Ry Ry, C.B., Baby and Lucy.
Here are more nicknames as your requested. Bin what we
really would like to know' is how people acquired these
names. So if you know a story behind a name, please submit
it to INDIAN TIME!
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Learn At Home —
for Helping Children

The often asked question in many homes M *
"What can we do now? " Fortunately, there * « £ » *
ways parents can keep their elementary school and
preschool-aged children busy and learning, _ .

The activities that follow are designed to develop bas c
skills and knowledge in reading, writing, science, arithmetic
and social studies. . ' • . *e th#-
1. KITCHEN ALPHABET HUNT — Find letters of the
alphabet around the kitchen on soup cans, cereal roxes, anu
such. Track down five As or three C's, and work up to more
difficult ones . . ••>/:'i«,H**
2. ALPHABET OLYMPICS — Print captiai letters on 25 tnaex
cards and small letters on another set of 26 cards. Then put
the scrambled letters in order, read the letters aloud, and
name words that start with the letters. Start with sman
groups of letters and work up to all 26. f
3 READ AND DO — Everybody gets a written list of things
to read and do. For example: gather up a stack or
newspapers, fold them three times, and tie the bundle with a
string. Tasks can be far-fetched or practical chores that need
doing around the house.
4 SENSE BOXES — For a taste box/include small containers
Of vinegar, salt, and sugar; for a touch box, cotton, a stone, a
piece of smooth glass (without sharp edges), and sandpaper;
and for a smell box, an assortment of kitchen condiments
and spices. Then blindfold children before they guess the
contents of boxes. •. • .
5. PHOTO SERIES — Clip four or five photographs from
newspapers or magazines. Then pool photos and take turns
arranging them to illustrate a made-up story told either on
paper or aloud. .
6. PAPER HOUSES — Sift through newspapers and
magazines for pictures of furniture that belongs in different
rooms. Then divide a large newspaper sheet into sections
labeled living room, bedroom, dining room, and sp on. Paste
in pictures of the furniture that fits into different rooms.
7. MEASURE UP — How tall is the lamp? How long is this
room? Use rulers, yardsticks, tape rules, string - anything
that can measure. Measure in metric as well as inches and
feet and yards. Record results of measuring expeditions on
paper to share with the others,
8. TELEPHONITIS — Combine reading and math skills by
looking up the telephone numbers of friends and relatives in
the directory. Then add up the total of the digits next to the
names.
9. LIQUID LEARNING. — Partly fill the tub or sink with
water and add some plastic containers of various sizes —
cup, pint, quart, and gallon. How many pints in a quart?
How many quarts in a gallon? It's not necessary to memorize
all the measures - just explore the concept.
10. WEIGH IN — Bring out the bathroom scale and start
weighing - anything and everything. Begin by venturing
guesses about what different things weigh - anything from
the children themselves to the wastebasket or a stack of
newspapers.
11. THERMOMETER FUN — Use whatever indoor and out-
door thermometers you have around the house. What
temperature is it in the room? What happens when you.put
the thermometer in the refrigerator? In the freezer? In the
sun?
12. MECHANICAL MYSTERIES — Go down into the base-
ment and take a look at the furnace. How does it work? What
are all those pipes for? Take a look at the plumbing pipes and
where they lead, too. Then peek beneath the hood of the
family car. What are the main engine parts and what do they
do?
13. PLANTS AND LIGHT — Cover the leaves on one side of a
sun-loving plant with a piece of aluminum foil. Keep the
covering in place for a week. What do the leaves look like

, when you take off the foil? What do the other leaves look
\ l i k e ? ' - - ' i '••"•'••' ; •;'•.' ' • " ' • ' ! •

14. NEWS MAP — Post a world map next to the TV set to
look up locales discussed-in the news. Keep an atlas and an
almanac nearby, too, to learn more about intriguing places.
15. CURRENT EVENTS BOARD — Clip magazine and
newspaper photos depicting news events and post the items
pn the board, changing them daily or weekly. Photos can be
taped or pinned onto a bulletin board or to a piece of burlap
or oilcloth.

Some projects are geared for children as young as four,
others more appropriate for ten-year-olds. Have youngsters
tackle whatever activities they are ready for and interested

• . « " • • • • • . ' • • • • - . ' • . • • • ' • .

Source: Home & School Institute, Washington, D.C.
Presented by St. Regis Adolescent Pregnancy/Parent Pro-
gram, 358-2272 ext 224.

Familiar
Faces

A.

I

c.

B.

How many can you name?
Check the next issue of In-,
dian Time for positive I.D.
Give us a call at 358-9535 if
you can identify these peo-
ple. How about searching
your photo albums for some
familiar faces you would like
to share. Our thanks to Clara
Sharrpw for sharing these
photos. •'-'..


