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INDIAN TIME "
...Networking ^

Iroquois Communities ^ i
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne, Mohawk people
and eventually all Iroquois communities. . ; :;
Our editorial policy is this: •'..,.;:'•'[
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and informa-
tion from all sides and view points to properly represent all
people of Akwesasne. You can help us by presenting us with
the facts, nothing but the facts. We will prirtt the editorials or
letters of people who wish to comment on community

Guest Editorial
LAND RIGHTS

The native community here at Akwesasne is n<n»r in";
situation of either great prosperity or permanent*'f
tionalism. The land claims issue can mean thousands <
will return to us along with millions of dollars in<
t i o n ; • - ' • . ' . ' ' • • • • ' . ' , Si

There are those few who would have everything spjjt into
individual shares. On the whole, however, it seems that the
people want to work together as a community for the good
of all and the security of our future generations

The meetings with the state of New York and the l£s.

I
* * •

t
.;.. [ -

' .!< ' i t .

If someone insists on putting their feet in their,
mouth, we may help them by printing their words. Other-
wise, look on INDIAN TIME as a community service. We cari
disagree on principle and agree to disagree in general, but we.
have to live together and we face the same problems. So IN-
DIAN TIME is here, to inform you, possible entertain you,
and help your group or family, and to pay respect to com-
munity people. . '":'•'.':'•:'•

Niawen-kowa1.

PRINTED AT:
Winchester Print, Winchester, Ontar io :

ALL INQUIRIES: }:\
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535
Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road "'•;-:

*********** ADVERTISING * * * * * * * * * * f"
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM ANY
GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT WISHES TO
REACH THE COMMUNITY OF AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT
ARE BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE IN GENERAL. (518) 358-9531 FOR RATES. : - \ . v ' -

THE TIMEKEEPERS:
Mark, Peter, RoseAnn, Debbie, Marianne, Helein,;
Dianne, Mary, Cindy, and contributors: Alex
Jacobs, John Fadden, Dave McDonald, ;

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets^LOOK FOR IT! ;
Ahnawate Corner Store — Ricquette Point Rd. .:
W'il-Jays Grocery — Cornwall Island
Boots Fuel — Cornwall Island . . ~
Hammills Store — Rooseveltown ; . •'
Hoots Grocery & Gas Station — Cornwall Island ']'
Buddy's Truck Stop — Rt. 37 Racquette Rd. : ..
Akwesasne Museum — Library/Cultural Center • .'• ;:
Bears Den — Hogansburg : ' :

Senior Citizens Center — Community Bldg. Complex ':'.'•.-.,'
Harry's Market — Hogansburg . ..:
Akwesasne Mobil Gas Station — Hogansburg - . .;
Buckshots — St. Regis Village \ - :
Mitchell's Grocery — Snye •••'.'}'•
Mohawk Video — Rt. 37 Racquette Road . ;.'
Dave Hall's Grocery — St. Regis . " • •
J & I. Foodliner — Hogansburg . ".... '•[.".
Fish's 1GA — Fort Covington -• •'"
Farquhar's Hardware — Fort Covington : . ...-.-;
(Country Corner Store — State Road ,..
Fountains General Store — Ft. Covington .
CAN'T FIND INDIAN TIME IN YOUR AREA? Simply call
us and we can route our carriers to your location.-Or if yOii
know of other outlets who would be willing to seli .oj j j
paper, their .names or numbers would be appreciated. Call

• 358-9531 and ask for Rosie. \ . .-;,:-^

* NOTE * NOTE * NOTE *
Due to the postage increase, subscription rates for Indian
Time have increased as follows: :: •:..-
U.S.A. S33.OO/year '•:'•. '/.;' •'".•'••
Canada $40.00/year , : .
Subscriptions for a 3 month or 6 month term are negotiable.
A gift subscription is a great way to keep yOur relatives that
live away informed and up-to-date on what's happening at
home. ."••;. :'

Don't miss an issue! Subscribe Now! \":'-
Send your check or money order to:
INDIAN TIME . .'•••'
P.O. Box 196 • . • ; ; • ''.J^yf.
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claim is much stronger We will definitely get more than.we
had expected before that decision Your negotiators need
your ideas if they are to handle this great responsibility cor-
rectly.

For the St. Regis Akwesasne Band Council the negotiators,
are Mike Mitchell and Billy Sunday For the St Regis
Mohawk Tribal Council they are Larty Pyke and Leonard
Garrow. Speaking for the Mohawk Nation are Ron LaFrance
and Doug George-Kanentuo They are to express the wishes
of the people.

The three councils can work together to develop a system
to manage the new land areas They can make the money
compensation into an investment Fund aimed at securing
100% employment for Akwesasne We can have a communi-
ty college, a hospital, a sports complex, a fine arts center
Our culture can be made stronger We can be an example as
to the good things native people can accomplish

Prosperity does not have to mean a more. complicated,
lifestyle but could be a simple, clean society that gives our
children disciplinet meaning and cultural strength.

The choice is before us. The opportunity wilj notcome
this way again in our life times. Through informed opinions
and serious, cautious negotiations we can-give otirchildrena
secure future. It is the best we shall do. '••'.'•
CUSTOMS-CANADIAN versus CUSTOMS
M O H A W K •••• \ " •_•.••; ::;-'•':-:;/.':::'':'•;

In the recent move to establish a working relationship
amongst all three Akwesasne Mohawk Councils there
develops the thought that the international borderbetnyeert
the U.S. and Canada dissecting the community is perhaps
meaningless,. Those who think this way are correct.

The Akwesasne community was originally one, without
distinction between the US.A, or Canada. Not until the War
of 1812 did these outside authorities enforce the border
along the 45th degree of latitude. There is no; formal agree-
ment between .the Mohawks and Canada or the U.S.
whereby the native people allow themselves to be cut in
h a l f . /. ' ; :' • . ' • . • • • • . • •;';.;.-: •..:::..:-:.:. : v \

From that small war fought so long ago in the timeof our
great-great-great-great grandparents, the stubborn people of
AkweSasne have protested the casual way irt which our
rights as a .native nation have been tossed aside by the.
faceless federal authorities in Ottawa and Washington.

During the Prohibition era of the 1920's many of cnir peo^
pie smuggled alcohol from Canada to the U.S. where it Was
outlawed. Many a small fortune was made this way but the
risks were substantial as quite a few were caught and jailed.

Thirty years ago the St. Lawrence Seaway was being
dredged out of our section of the river. Bridges were plann-
ed high enough to allow the ocean steamers to pass beneath:.
The bridges would connect on Cornwall Island to neatly Cut
that district in two. ;

The St. Regis Band Council agreed to allow the construc-
tion of the bridges only if all North American Indians were
allowed to pass free from the tolls and that no Canadian
Customs complex would be built on the Island. As everyone
knows, the Customs is exactly where it should not be;

Not content to simply defy the clearly stated;wishes of the
community^e Camdian g o v e r ^
border crossrrig lights'altogetHer b^^ taxingr'fjrtdian goods
brought from the U.S. In 1968 we proved we were not
altogether passive and blocked traffic passing over Cornwall
Island. We won that round when the Customs agreed not to
force their laws upon us. ' . . . •.'•;'-:
. Now it seems that the recent wave of drug smuggling and
illegal alien transports by some members of our community
have provoked the Canadian Customs into action; They do
riot believe we are controlling the smugglers, they believe,
as we do, that these drug smugglers do great harm .and must
he stopped; They are willing to risk our anger to stop these
criminals. The problem arises when innocent Mohawks are
pulled over and checked.

the Customs officials did meet last week with a Mohawk
delegation. They agreed to consider ways to solve the smug-
gling epidemic. One idea is to offer rewards for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of smugglers. The other
is tb have our police make the arrests and evict the convicted
ones from Akwesasne. "'.'/•/

Again the root.of the problem is a few Mohawk risking our
special, battled for rights in order to make money by abusing
those rights. How long can we allow this to go on? -V

, — Doug George T Kanentiio

Letter to the Editors
Dfear Indian Time:
r I was very impressed with your most recent issue of In-

dian Time, March 22, 1985. It looks like this issue took a |{»
Of hard work to gather, edit, typeset, layout and prgariize.

I am pleased to see the breadth of topics tha| Ind^ah Time
is covering and the positive self-image that this paper Can in-
jpire. This issue truly represented the activity of our com-
munity. Keep up the good work

Our community is lucky to have given birth to such a vital
contributor.

Yours truly,
; J Salli Benedict,

Museum Director

Beware of Imposters
MALONE — Niagara Mohawk Power Corp, today reminded
area residents that all of its employees carry a, color-photo
identification card and if residents are approached by
anyone representing themselves as a MM'ktajMoyee, ask to
see this card before allowing entrance into their home.

Dave Werner, NM's local manager $a{d,?'Rc<ently a group
Of individuals have approached senior citia^^jh^Jme areas
of our service territory to gain access to
ing they were from Niagara MoKawk. gb , . „ „ „ . . ,
tile imposters say the persoh's elertric or gas met& is
malfunctioning and the person is due auca4fi rj&md, At this
point, the homeowner is asked to make
rency." Niagara Mohawk does not male
customers* homes; the manager* pQSedt^

"If anyone comes to your home ""
Niagara Mohawk employee,"?!
their identification before allow

"If they don't have it, don't"
Mohawk manager added. '""*— •-
vehicle and call your local

that many bands will
, Tjic actual opportuni-
ct to the availability of

adequate hOttsiflgBadfofllcr facilities as is the present situa-
tion.
People wishing; irj[ have status and band membership
restored or'8eawt%flrst-tlme registration of status will be re-
quired toappl^^^ie©epartrrtent of Indun Affairs.
They will be asked to provide sufficient information to assist
in confirming rtfen^ra^bility in accordance with the criteria
set out in the revved fndiqn Act Restoration of rights or
first-time registration Of status will be effective immediately
on acceptance by l V Registrar that the applicant is eligible.
fn most cases the process should be completed in a matter of
weeks, although" processing time may depend on the rate at
which applications are received

Individuals who were registered as Indians and band
members and subsequently lost these rights due to
discriminiatton or unfair enfranchisement under the Indian
Act will be eligible for restoration of status and band
membership This Includes
1) Women who were deleted from the Register upon mar-
riage to a non-Indian><S 12)iXb) and S 14),
li) Children of women i) who,were deleted from the Register
with them,
in) Individuals deleted from the Register at the age of majori-
ty because'their mother and paternal grandmother were not
Canadian Indians by birth-(S 12(iXiv)),
iv) Illegitimate children of Indian women who were deleted
from the Register upon proof of non Indun " paternity
( ( ) ) ,
v) persons who voluntarily enfranchised in order to: enlist in
the Armed Fofcjps*'receive'--a university degree, enter the
clergy, or tq pWaiij or maintain a job;
vi); the spoiisejand .children of persons in iv) who were en-
franchised with them; •
(NOTjE: the references above are to the present Act. It is
stipulated however that those individuals who lost status for
the same Reasons under earlier versions of the Act will also
beetigible for reinstatement.)
First generation descendants of those eligible for restoration
(as noted above) will be: eligible for first-time registration of
Indian status. • .
Future Registration of Status
It is proposed that in future Indian status under the Indian
Act will be determined by the federally appointed Registrar
in accordance with non-discriminatory registration criteria.
The current regime for federal registration of status and band
membership (Sections 11 and 12. of the Indian Act) would be
replaced by new provisioris dealing, only with status under
the Aci. Eligibility for^registration under the Indian Act
would be as follows:
(a) o those registered or. entitled to be registered when the

• amendments come into force;
6 members of bands which may be created in the future;
o those'who. lost status through discrimination or unfair

enfranchisement in the past; and
(b) b persons both of whose parents is included in (a).
According;to this plan, persons in (a) can pass on their status
no matter Whbrn they marry. Persons in (b) can do so only if
they marry $omebne who is also registered.
Band Determination of Membership
the proposed amendments would enable bands to deter-
mine their own membership. Under the present Act registra-
tion of status automatically confers band membership on an
individual. The membership power would be broad, subject
O n l y t t ) : / ; f . ' .••' .'. '.'•"•:' ; ' / , ' • • ' . ' . ' • ' ' " •

(a) approval by a majority of band electors of the assumption
of membership Control and of membership rules;
(b) :protecd6ntif the acquired rights of existing band
members br'itho^e' • who'/are eligfble t<)',have their, band
membership restored; • '
Bands will be able to establish their own criteria for eligibili-
ty to become ̂  band meriiber. The federal government will
have no role in this process. Disputes concerning eligibility
for.band membership would be resolvable, if necessary,
through the courts. It is expected that many bands will also
establish local appeal processes as part of their menibership

' ' a ) d e s . • '•:'.'•':-;.•;•. • • • • . ' - • _ ,': ' ' • . ' • '

The Indian Act will place no restiction on who a band can
bring into its. membership. All band members will be equal
with regard to the band activities governed by the Indian
>tt7 such as biand elections, land surrenders, and land
holdings. Indian Act provisions relating to individuals (eg,
wills and personal tax exemptions) will continue to apply to
Indians only. ; v
During the first 2 years or until a band adopts, its'own
membership codej the only persons eligible to be added to
the band membership lists would be children born after the
amendments come into effect, both of whose parents were
aiready members of the same band.
For bands which dpnot opt to exercise this power, member-
ship will be determined and administered by the federal
giyvernment. In Such cases, Indian status will automatically
confer banfd niemb'erhip as is the present situation. In the
case of bands which do not act within two years to assume
control of their membership the federal government will
assume control. First generation descendants of those
restored to band membership would then become band
members automatically. Bands could still take control of
their membership ^t a later, time. Bands who manage their
own ^mehilbership: may return this responsibility to the
federal governmentat anytime, with the approval of a ma1

jority of the band electors.
Impact of Amendments on Federal Funding for Status
Indians and Bands
The government of Canada funds a broad range of programs
and services for status Indians living off and on reserve. Peo-
ple who have their status and band membership restored or
are eligible for first-time registration as a result of the propos-
ed amendments will be fully entitled to benefit from these
programs in accordance with existing program criteria and
priorities. Restoration of status and first-time registration will
not have a detrimental impact on the quality or availability of
programs and services for existing individual Indians and In-
dian bands.
The new funding requirements resulting from the amend-
ments cannot be determined ahead of time* They depend on
such factors as hpw many people apply for status under the
Indian Act; how many people decide to return to reserve;
the particular needs of such people for programs such as
education, health, welfare, and housing? and when people
decide toretunn-It is anticipated that likely no more than ap-
fetOXlmately 7qOQ'l4fiOQ (10% to 20% of people directly

?° Eligible for bsjnd? membership and their first generation
D y *descehdam(5$ will return to reserve. Reintegration would oc-
t n ' • ' - • - - number Of years.

Off reserve and on reserve
' amsare offered to status Indians liv-

education assistance (provid-
l noh^RS îred hea/th services benefits (pro-
" ' "* j'tfor status Indians residing on

: of programs such as education,
* ̂ economic development, local
••*• - These programs,

are del ivered t o individuals
tjfmffim, health, educa-
- - ^ ^ Tity needs (hous-

^Jt- >U~ JJc ••'!, \t 'I, 3 / r " " J I r - ^ f g -

in the number ofr

mSnhyw community. Funding aUocations are also^ased on
the overall availability of funds as wel as expenditure
SSirftiSEstablished by each community. Increased Remand
for community-based programs resulting from, the integra-
tion of people restored to band membership w ill betaken in-
to account in adjusting program levels. The objective w.ll be
to ensure that the overall situation of a community regar-
ding its housing, infrastructure, school facilities and other
community services will not become worse because of in̂

ation, post-

T^daSnally, the federal government has only accepted
direct funding responsibility for status Jndiaps, mainly for
on-reserve programs. Consistent with this policy no funds
will be provided with respect to people whom bands may
accept as band members who are not also registered as status
Indians under the Indian Act. The minor children of people
who are entitled to have their membership restored will be
entitled to benefit from federally funded programs because
of their Indian status. This would apply whether or not a
band accepts these minor children as band members.

Integration of new reserve residents
Most on-reserve programs are currently administered direct
ly by bands. DIAND will maintain close contact with bands
to assure that funding is adjusted in accordance with chang-
ing needs and circumstances, taking account of the availabili-
ty of funds. This will help to ensure a smooth integration
process. >
The integration of individuals into a community will be
managed by bands in accordance with their established
priorities and management practices. For example, new
band members will likely not be given any special
preference regarding the allocation of housing. If there is a
waiting list for housing, as currently the case on many
reserves^ new band members would be placed on that list in
the same way as any other band member seeking housing, in
some cases this may mean that the actual return to-reserve
will have to be delayed until community resources can be
adequately, adjusted to accomodate the increased popula-
tion.
Lands
On many reserves there is only a limited amount of land
available for such essential purposes as housing, infrastruc
ture and schools. Restoration of band membership may
result in further pressure on the land base in these com
munities. DIAND currently provides funds to expand
reserves to meet essential needs. Requests resulting from
restoration of band membership rights will be considered us-
ing the current criteria. Increases in funding for additions to
reserves wilt be considered, as requjred, to provide for
possible increases in the amount of land required as a result

•'. of the amendments.
The objective of the government is to ensure that people
restored to status can enjoy the full range of programs and
services to which they, as status Indians, are entitled. This
will be accomplished without harming the current situation
in which individual Indians and communities find
themselves.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Historically; Indian status and band membership have nor
malty derived from one's father or husband according to the
provisions of the Indian Act.
In the Lavell case (1973), Jeannette Lavell contended that the
equality provisions in the Canadian Bill of Rights rendered

y Section 12 (1) (b) of the Indian Act invalid. The Supreme
Court Of Canada found that the Bill of Rights did not in
validate Section 12 (1) (b).
Since that time, however, pressure to remove sexual
discrimination from the Indian Act has been building.
INTERNATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
In July 1981, the United Nations Committee on Human
Rights found in the Sandra Lovelace case that Canada was in
contravention of Section 27 the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, since the Indian Act^prevented some Indian
women from enjoying their culture in community with the
band into which they were born. Since that time, other
similar cases have been referred to the United Nations Com-
mittee on Human Rights, and similar rulings can be an
ticipated unless the Indian Act is amended.
In addition, Canada has ratified the International Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination
Against Women, which provides further impetus for adop
ting the proposed amendments.
EXEMPTIONS FROM DISCRIMINATORY SECTIONS
OF THE ACT
In the summer of 1980, it was announced that, pending a
revision to the Indian Act, and for the bands who so re

. quested, the Governor-in-Council would be asked to
remove from operation for those bands, the sections that
discriminate against Indian women and children. As of the
present, 111 Bands have requested exemptions from Section
12(1) (b), and 313. from Section 12 (1) (a) (iv).
THE CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
Section 15 (1) of the Constitution Act, 1982, a key part of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, guarantees
equality between men and women before the law. The /«-
•dtan Act should therefore be amended to bring it to confor-
mity with the Charter by April 17, 1985, when Section 15
comes into force,
PREVIOUS PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION OF
ISSUE
In September 1982, the House of Commons Sub-Committee
on Indian Women and the Indian Act recommended thai:
(a) no one should lose or gain status or band membership as a
result of marriage;
(b) children having at least one Indian parent should be en
titled to status under the Indian Act and band membership

\ - a n d - .- - ' : .-• • • • ' • • . ' • - • •• • . '

(c) women who lost their status under the Indian Act and
band membership have these restored along with their first
generation children.
The Report of the Special Committee on Indian Self
government ('Penner Report", November 1983) emphasiz
ed the right of each Indian First Nation government to deter
mine its membership. The Committee recommended the use
of a general list as a means of recognizing the Indian status of
individuals not included in the membership of Indian na

. . t i o n s . ' - . " " . . • ' -'i . ' • .. • ' .-' v.

The last attempt to resolve this issue, Bill C-47, failed
A£n°W8h the Bill passed i n the House of Commons on June
29, 1984, the last sitting day of the last Parliament,
unanimous consent to dcaj with it in the Senate that day was
denied. Thus Bill C-47 died on the Senate Order Paper with
the dissolution of Parliament for the election.
Bill C-47 provided for a non-discriminatory regime for
federal determination of status and membership. Reinstate
ment as a matter of right, was to be made ayailable to all
who lost status and their children. Status would take effect
on application, and band membership would follow within a
maximum of 2 years. •
Future entitlement was to be based oh having at least one
quarter status Indian ancestry. Some safeguards for band
funds were proposed. No provision was included for band
control of membership.

.'• £• '
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