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Dolly McDonald Jacobs, local control study Co-
ordinator with Dr. Margot LaBrasseur and children
from the Day Care at the Old Cornwall Island School.

Photo: Cindy Terrance

LOCAL CONTROL STUDY
ST. REGIS — At the request of Local Control Study Co-

ordinator, Dolly McDonald Jacobs of the St. Regis Band
Council, Dr. Margot LaBrasseur, a Chippewa Indian from
Northern Michigan, spent the week oF March 18th to March
22nd visiting schools on the reserve in St. Regis, Cheriail an&
Cornwall Island. Margot has a Ph.D., from the Pennsylvania.
State University in Curriculum and Instruction. Her disserta-•:
tion was on curriculum materials designed by native authors
with Native content. Her findings were that Canadian cur-
riculum materials were superior. Based on Dr. LaBrasseur's
background she was requested to do a comprehensive
review of the curriculum currently offered at the on-reserve
schools of Akwesasne. She assessed the library facilities, cur-
riculum, physical space availability, gyms, classrooms, labsi
home economics rooms and industrial arts rooms (and noted
where appropriate the need for such facilities). Dolly assisted
Dr. LaBrasseur by providing her with an orientation and
visiting each school along with her. .. -

To start off the week Margot and Dolly met with the prin-
cipal Mr. Brian McKinley at General Vanier. Based on the
meeting with Mr. McKinley, Margot was able to obtain cur-
riculum guidelines for the Province of Ontario on which she
could begin her review. In assessing the curriculum on-
reserve the Ontario guidelines set a standard for the expecta-
tions of our schools as feeder institutions for the High
School. Margot evaluated materials available to the students
and how teachers present that material. A report based on
her findings will be presented to Chief Mike Mitchell and
Council through the Local Control Study Co-ordinatpr. This
will be one more step to assessing the strengths and'
weaknessess of the school systems on the reserve. The cur-
rlculum review is also another step Iri tile local control study.
presently-underway in St. Regis concerning the feasibility of
taking control of the schools on the reserve. Finally, a re-
quest for additional resources, materials, staff or facilities
will be made to the Department of Indian Affairs based on
her findings. .'"..•" :.

Based on her observations of the schools, Dr. LaBrasseur
commented "The Mohawk Language Program that is taught
within these schools makes them unique. Chenail school's'
grade 6 classroom is using a United States and Canadian
History taught from a Native perspective, and they should; be
commended considering the unique geography of
Akwesasne and lifestyle of the community." General Vanier
Secondary Schools Mohawk Language and Native Studies, •
along with sports programs offered special for Indian
students (such as lacrosse that is not offered at other schools
across Canada) was good. She also noted that Ontario is now
accepting credit for Mohawk Language as credit equal to
French to meet graduation requirements for our students.

After observing classrooms at the St. Regis Village School
it was noted that sometimes teachers have to use their own
money to pay for materials that are needed by the students
to do certain projects. There is a definite need for educa-
tional materials and library books. The fault is with the ,
Department of Indian Affairs and their unwillingness to pro-:
vide the Band Council and the schools with the monetary
resources required to keep up their programs. Many of the
books the students are forced to. use in the library are:very
out-dated. They do, however, have up-to-date textbooks
and some reference materials, but the Department of Indian
Affairs must begin to adjust their allocations to keep the
libraries and resources up-to-date. Margot did find dedicated
teachers, hardworking Administration and happy students,
but not enough money coming from the federal government
to support the many needs of-the schools. Dolly McDonald
Jacobs stated "we cannot short change our youth because
our youth are our future." Instead of allowing the depart-

ment to continue, to cut back on their fuhding'they will force
them to be more generous in providing the students, with the
what they will need in the way of extra staff, more teaching
resources and better facilities. :' '

JFollow up meeting with the S.D.&G. School Board,
Department of Indian Affairs and the Band Council are
scheduled for the month of April. At this time Dolly is
reviewing Dr. LaBrasseur's findings and recommendations

, . Cindy Terrance

St. Regis Drug and Alcohol
Program Sponsors 3 I>ay

Workshop

p
wstter iiy«0Ut offices contains traces of at least twelve

ts, including PCB's. We need a water distiller.
tf gfjod water distiller is J635 00 — please help

purchase onpi by sending your donation c/o Water
r, Indian Time, P.O. Box 196, Mohawk Nation, via
ettown, N.y. J3683-O196 Niawen

Grand Council News
Member nations of the Haudenosaunee met at Onondaga

ijfcrritory to hold Grand Council on March 23rd & 24th.
e were many issues which had to be discussed and

liewed for decision. Chiefs and Glanmothers travelled to
ondaga to participate in the two-day meeting to seek solu-

ibns to individual nation problems that is of Confederacy
oncern -
Tim Coultier from the Indian Law Resource Center gave a

4 J t on the Onelda Land Supreme Court decision. The
me Court justices voted 5-4 in favor, which meant it

led with the Indians in this case. The lawsuit did not ask
MP/return-bf lands j>ut only the question of ownership was
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Acid Rain Index
From Huntlngton Forest, N.Y.

Dec. 5-12
Dec. 13-19
Dec. 20-27
Dec. 28-Jan.2
Jan. 3- 9
Jan. 10-15
Jan. 16-22
Jan. 23-30
Feb. 2- 6
Feb. 11-15
Feb. 20-27
Feb. 27-Mar.6
Mar. 6-13
Mar. 14-19
Mar.27-Apr.l

5.11
4.06
4.71
4.53
4.27
4.18
4.37
4.12
4.32
4.36
4.24
4.59
4.06
4.36
4.41

PH
The acidity or alkalinity of a substance is
measured on a logarithmic scale from 0 to
14, known as pH. A pH of 7 is neutral,
whereas a pH of 14 is extremely basic and a
pH of 1 is extremely acidic. Due to the
logarithmic nature of the scale, a pH of A is
10 times more acidic than a pH of 5 arid 100
times more acidic than a pH of 6. Un-
polluted rainwater has a maximum acidity
or minimum pH of 5.6.
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Harold Bellmont from the Four Worlds Development
Project with Rally Martin, Director of the St. Regis
Drug and Alcohol Program. Photo: Cindy Terrance

CORNWALL —- Jeannine Lazore and Dawn Thompson,
' workers for the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol program organiz-
ed a three day workshop which was held in Cornwall at the
Holiday Inn March 26th through March ,28th. \

.Teachers from Chenail School, Cornwall Island and St.
Regis met with Social Workers and other personnel for the
workshop-: Representatives from the Four World's pevelOp-
.rrient Project gave lectures and introduced the; curriculum
"Here's Looking At You." The students enjoyed a three day
vacation while teachers were trained on ways to implement
Alcohol/Drue education to their students. Schools had to be
dosed in order to bring all the teachers and staff together in;
order to produce effective results from the workshops.
' T h e philosophy that the curriculum is derived from
assumes that the incidence of alcohol and drug abuse pro-
blems will decrease if young people have: a greater degree of
self-esteem, are better able to cope wjth life's problems,
have current facts* about alcohol and other drugs and
chemical dependency, are more skilled at handling interper-

•sonal relationships and have practice at making reasoned
..decisions.: " \ ' • - • • ' ' • • V .." .'•'• :,••".•.''.:'. •"

The training will focus on:
X) Skill, development, particularly decision making open
ended discussion and self-esteem.
2) Providing information about alcohol and other drugs;
3) Encouraging awareness and development of teacher at-
titudes and values favorable to effective Alcohol/Drug educa^

. l i o n . . ' . ' - : • • - . • . • • • • • • . . • " " ' • ' . ' • • • „ • ; , ' - : \ ' . : • ' '•• , ' ' . . / • / , , ' .

4) Demonstrating and previewing curriculum materials arid
/activities with teachers experienced in Alcohol/Dmg educa-
t i o n . '• ••'-, ' ' ' ' . ' • • ' : ' ' ] .:.':''• '',-'•':••' ';•••. • { ' : ,
5) Talk and model non-judgemental classroom discussion
techniques conductive to honest discussion arid exploration

'; of-student feelings about alcohol and other drugs.
6) Develop implementation plans for individual school
buildings and classrooms. , -, ':

The -'Here's Looking At You" curriculum is divided1 into
seven grade-level groups. It's loaned to' the teachers for fottr*
weeks, provide pictures, posters, filrnstnps, films, instruc-
tional games, work sheets, cards, and student reference
materials. Detailed lesson plans include twenty activities
Which specify the objective of the lesson materials used and
reference pages read for that given activity Preparation time
for teachers is minimal yet the lessons are exciting and will
keep the students involved. The curriculum is flexibje
enough to be taught to children from kindergarten through
grade 12 without becoming repetitious

Harold Bellmont and Phil Lane were the guest lecturers
from Four World's Development project which is a new
organization started 2 'A years ago which combats alcohol

-and drug abuse. The project involves teachers, elders,
parents, children, recreation committees, police and other
community members who must interact together, support
one another and work together to bring about {he
tlveness of elevating drug and alcohol abuse problems feCg
bur native people. Harold also stressed the peed for people!,
spiritual leaders and elders to wprk together irtr ctfdeMo
answer questions, solve problems and come up v'ith prin>
ciples to change attitudes of people ' ' '

The three day workshop was an intense excruciating lear-
ning experience for all involved K̂ ally Itifortln, Director of
the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol progcatn*6aid, "Using f te
school system to educate children about the drugs1 «nd
alcohol is like fulfilling a personal goal in seeing these ttgA'
ciples implemented. To be able to njguqjror elimimHKfltK
cycle of alcohol and drug abuse we mu*fiw$rk with chJUttjpp
before they are involved with drug i

^Another issue thai; Tim Coultier reported on was the work
iiat-wasi in prbgress to help the Miskito/Nicaragua peace ef-
•ipt/treaty process. Five, delegates from the Confederacy
rciit to Bogota to aict as observers to the peace talks. They

Qren Lyons,'Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation; Ber-
Parker.Snirje Clan; Mike Myers and John Mohawk of

Seneca, Naiibn| and Lawrence Nanticoke of the Cayuga
" . Th£sie delegates will participate in the Colombian

talks as ob'^rvers as an integral part of the historic
nosaunee mandate to. promote peace and justice

lghout the, wstjrld.
L"iue^t was r^aced before the Grand Council from Mr.

VanArnuni[from Allegany, pertaining to the New
t&'.peptitkrnetit of Transportation planning to run

If.tjirou^i the VanArnum property. Mr. VanArnum
far̂  be^n^able to stop the state equipment from
irigarid|lie plans to continue to do so until this issue
BS0lye§i4Ti1''S fequest for support will have to be put
the pepper channels for Grand Council considera-

jjiijw.MVMij^yettrother considerations that needed the Coun-
Ip'fa^entlpi'fa'tod- review, but time was a factor and it was

^$d)t^at the^Grand Council would reconvene on April

'•.:—Diantw Swamp

wsfesr^-'-^
Removal of Discrimination

the Indian Act
Various proyisiohs of the Indian Act are discriminatory and
outmoded. These sections would likely conflict with the
equality rights guaranteed in section 15(1) of the Constitu-
tionAct, 1982, which comes into force April 17, 1985. They
also contravene international covenants, such as the U.N.
Covenant on Clyjl and Political Rights, which Canada has
s i g n e d . Y'. ' .-..--" '" ' . ' V . ••. • ' •' • . • ' - . ' . • • •• '

Some provisions of the Indian Act discriminate on the basis
ofsex. For example, Indian women who marry non-Indians
}ose their status and band membership, while Indian men
who marry nbii-Indians retain these rights, and confer them
On their wiveis and children.
Other sectionsof the Act which provide for voluntary en-
franchisement (giving up of status) are outmoded and racial-
ly discriminatory- It is also doubtful that all individuals who
were enfranchised under these provisions were treated fair-
ly. For exarrtpleisome had to give up their status in order to
enlist in the armed forces, or to get a job or join a profession.
Approximately 2^,000 people now alive who. lost their rights
as a result of sexualdiscrimination or unfair enfranchisement
will be affected, by the amendments. It is estimated that
together these people have about 46,000 living first genera-
tion descendants.
the current system for the determination of status and band
membership "is dorrrfnated by the federal government. This
domination prevents bands from determining their own
membership^hd is inconsistent with the movement towards
Indian self-j|oyerment,
The Proposed Amendments
The proposed amendments are designed to resolve the
issues noted above* in a way which is fair both to those who
suffered discriirhmation in the past, and to existing band
members, f fie basic principles to be implemented are:
1 the Indian Act will be brought into accord with the equali-
ty j-ights guaranteed by S.15 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms by treating rhen and women equally;
2 bands will be able, at their option, to determine their own
band membership subject to #3 below;
3 persons who directly lost Indian status through sexual
discrimination or as a result of certain types of enfranchise-
ment will be eligible for federal registration of their status
and band membership;
4 children of the persons included in #3 above will be eligi-
ble for federal registration as Indians under the Indian Act;
5 in the future me federal government will be responsible
only for the determination of status unless a band opts to
assign membership power to the government (presently the
federal government determines status and membership);
6, eligibility for registration of status will generally depend
on having at'least one registered Indian parent;
7. the outmoded concept of "enfranchisement" will be
replaced b^fhjj sample right of individuals to give up their
Indian status #*Jicy so wish
Restoration of Bfnd Membership and Indian Status

Vaughn Sunday; new employment officer for the St.
Regis Band Council Photo: Cindy Terrance

Vaughn Sunday
New Employment Officer

ST. REGIS — On February l l th, 1985 the St. Regis Band
Council hired Vaughn Sunday to fill the position of Employ-
ment Officer. The most important part of Vaughn's job is
lessening unemployment on the reserve. At the present time
the rate of unemployment is 72% on the Canadian side of
the reserve. These people are collecting welfare or social
aide.

Vaughn has three projects underway and he has started an
inventory of workers, while waiting for a much needed com-
puter from which he will obtain information.

He will start a feasibility study on starting a large corn soup
?: fectory. Com spup was chosen because of its nutritional

value and also because it could become a marketable com-
mondity. The recipes for corn soup have been around for
200-300 years and it is one product that the general public
has never tasted. A corn soup factory would create long term

- employment for factory workers. Farmers who produce the
vegetables and corn would also have a market for their pro-
duce. Then there would be a need for truckers to bring the
vegetables to the factory and to bring the finished product to
market.

The program called the St. Regis Islands Development Pro-
ject has been started and at the present bushcutters are clear-
ing brush on 8 islands in the St. Lawrence river. After the
brush is cleared the Band Council plans to build cottages
which they will rent out. Revenues from the cottages will
lessen the dependency on Indian Affairs. Ice which sur-
rounds the islands has created some problems with transpor-
ting workers to the islands but should move out and work
will resume.

The Inter-Island Ferry Service is another of Vaughn's pro-
jects. Five men and one woman are building barges which
will be used to carry heavy equipment and machinery to the
islands. The barges are constructed from forty five gallon
drums, sheet metal and wood.

Vaughn is also in the process of obtaining funding for a
winter sports arena. This arena will hold 3,000 people and its
proposed location will be in Snye and will be similar to an
arena located in Caughnawaga.

Two fields have also been chosen to be made into baseball
diamonds. One will be on Cornwall Island and the other is in
Snye. Baseball and Softball are very popular with people of
all ages from the reserve.

Certain guidelines have to be followed in order to be
hired. Vaughn must hire heads of families on welfare or
social aide. Applicants can be either Canadian or American.
At the present time Vaughn has created twenty three jobs for
some residents on the reserve. Vaughn is trying to give per-
sons presently employed enough weeks to draw unemploy-
ment. He is also contacting, businesses the Band Council
does business with and trying to get them to hire Indians.
Factories in Cornwall and other places are also being looked
into for jobs to help people on the reserve.

Vaughn said he enjoys his duties and will inform persons
looking for work of any positions as soon as they become
available. ^

. —Cindy Terrance
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is estimated that about
be eligible for restoration of status and
Approximately 46,000 first-generation

be eligible to be registered
for sure in advance how
will actually apply for

However, it is an-
prate will be about 80%.

fbtpemHlc who will have their status and
!*will be entitled to reside with

fireworks in Snye
SNYE -r-On the evening of Wednesday March 27th, what
might have been an early fourth of July celebration turned
out to be a failure in the slicing of the electrical wires, on the
Snye Road.

A call was placed to the Hogansburg Volunteer Fire
Department at approximately 9:30 on the evening of March
27th. The Quebec Hydro Company was also called because
of the power interruption in Snye. A faulty spiking in the
wiring caused the arcing which from a distance looked like
small explosions. The sky was lit up in hues of blue and red.
The power didn't completely go out but it was more like a
series of interruptions as the Quebec Hydro finally made the
"wire connection and the power resumed. . v ''•',

Power in parts of the village of St. Regis also was affected
by the downed wire. The power interruption only lasted for
a few hours. The only other damage was to the electrical
pole which caught on fire but was put out by the Volunteer
firemen who were on stand-by at the site.
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