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Mohawk Bedtime
Stories
Indian Time, as a culturally oriented paper, strives to in?
elude something for everybody. Our culture is rich in legend
and oral history and we would like to bring some of it to
you in the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories).
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories and attectotes with us.
We especially would like to bear some tales of humor which
we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and English.
Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to share and
we will be including some of that in future issues Of Indian
Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to hear your
suggestions or consider your work for publication, ; ;
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Many winters ago, a band of lrOquois,, people of the
Longhouse, were camped in a village on the phjo River, One
flay as the people of the village were going about their
regular work, a strange sound was heard coming from the
r i v e r . ' • . .•: ••" . , • . . . . . ' • . • • • ' - • . - . " • i ' • • ' . :• •••' . - . ' / .".- ,

, The people forgot their activities and rushed to the river
bank to see where the strange sound was coming from, they
stood looking at each other and listening to the weird sound.
The noise sometimes sounded like a howl of a strange
animal, and then again, it resembled the chant of singing;
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As the people stood listening to the peculiar music, a loud
voice was heard coming from up the river. As they looked
toward the sound of the voice, they saw floating toward
them a large canoe filled with strange beings: These peculiar
people were beating a large kettle drum which was in the
center of the canoe. They were chanting a strange song.

By their peculiar dress, the singers appeared to be
/medicine men. As the canoe floated toward the village, the
ioiid voice was again heard coming from the canoe.

It told the inhabitants of the village to .go'back to their
homes, and to remain indoors. It said that if they disobeyed,
bad juck would come to them. >

The people became very frightened, and most of them
rushed for their houses. There were some who refused tobe
frightened by the strange beings. They stood upon the bank
Of the river and watched the approaching canoe.

"As the canoe floated by them, those men who had remain:
ed on the river bank fell dead. The canoe with the strange
singing men continued floating on downstream, and disap-
peared around the bend of the river. :

The next day, one of the relatives of the dead men organiz-
ed, a war party. In their canoe, they paddled down the river
in search of the strange canoe. They were seeking revenge
for the death of their relatives.

After travelling for a day, they came upon the canoe
floating in a sheltered bay. In each.end of the canoe, fast
asleep, iwas on of the strange beings.

> ;As the warriors looked at the peculiar beings, the voice
was again heard coming from the canoe. The loud voice said
that if these strange beings were destroyed, a great blessing
would come to the people of the Longhouse.

After the strange, voice had ceased speaking, the warriors
hjd in the forests bordering the stream.
. A Single warrior approached the river; Taking a stone, he

threw it at one of the beings who awoke with a shout. The
single warrior struck out his tongue at the strange creatures.
He pretended to be frightened, and ran frorn them. Seeing
this, the two beings beached their canoe and took after the
fleeing man.

The warrior led them to a nearby bark house, arid after he
had decoyed them; into it, he.gave his war cry. With his war
Club, he faced his two pursuers.
: At the sound of their comrade's war cry, the other war-
riors immediately came to this aid. They surrounded the two
strange beings. In a short time, the two beings were killed.

Gathering a jgfcat pile of brush and placing the two dead
creatures upor^sj tne warriors set fire to the brush. Soon the
two'bodied pvtc j^bes. Prom the ashes of the dead bodies
rose a strange plant ft was the tobacco plant.

The strange voice was heard coming from the Earth. It in-
structed the warriors how to prepare <he plant and how to
use it. It was a great gift to the People of the Longhouse.
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Seven Dancers
Many winters in the past, the Mohawk Nation (People of the
Flint) were camped on the Lake Keniatiio* (Lake Ontario). At
that time, a group of children, seven in number, formed a
secret organization among themselves.

In the night, they would gather around their little council
fire in the forest near the lake. There they would dance to
the beat of their leader's water drum.

One day, their Hale chief suggested that they hold a feast
at the next council fire. Each of the seven boys was to ask his
mother for some food to take to the feast. One boy was to
ask for corn soup. One was to ask for deer meat. Another
was tp ask for green corn and so on.

Continued on page 7

(Reprinted from TALES 0F THE IROQUOiS, Vol. I, by
tehahetqrens. This book can be obtained from Akwesasne-

Wi at RacqufHe-Point for $5.00) . _ - . , . ,

Life On The Farm
by Dave McDonald

My misfortunes weren't limited to my work on the farm, I
managed to get into situations even while visiting neighbors.
My cousin and I liked to go visit my neighbor who always
had amusing stories to tell and most often had a supply of
booze -to-sip on while we visited. This one night we had real-
ly got into a bull session and the booze was flowing quite
steadily. We were talking about some of the incidents that
had occurred when my cousin was helping me on the farm.
As I sat back and enjoyed the re-telling of favorite stories, I
proceeded to rock back on my neighbor's quite old straight
back chair. That was my first mistake, as I leaned back a bit
farther rocking on the rear legs of the chair, I made my se-
cond mistake. I started to bring a drink to my mouth. The
chair I was rocking on must have been at least fifty years old
and I guess it decided to give up the ghost just as I was ready
to take a drink...the back of the chair Instantly gave way
causing me to fall flat on my rear on the floor. Naturally, the
drink 1 was about to consume landed squarely on top of my
prostrate body. My head bounced on the floor much like a
basket ball would and all my neighbor had to say when"
everything finally settled down was "Gee Dave, don't worry
about the chair, I got another one just like it upstairs..." He
didn't even ask me if I was hurt after taking the plunge to the
floor! - . • ' • ' . • . .<. : • •

Edith's Uncle Bud* was working oh iron in some distant city
and he was chumming around with Jack Daniels*. After
work, they went to eat and then had a few drinks afterward.
As the evening wpre on, Bud noticed Jack spending a lot of
time at the bar with a female acquaintance of his. Bud was
busy visiting with people at the bar and after awhile he had
to go ft* the men's room. As he went past Jack and his
"friend," he decided to play a trick on him. Since Jack's back
was to Bud, he wound up and gave Jack a good swift kick in
the pants, then he took off for the men's room. You can im-
agine the surprise on Bud's face when he entered the men's
room arid found Jack standing near the sink combing his
hair! Bud immediately told Jack how he had kicked a giiy in
the pants and how he thought that guy was Jack. Jack kept
trying to get Bud to come out of the restroom, but Bud refus-
ed because he figured the guy he mistook for Jack was pro-
bably getting ready to pulverize him. After a bit, Jack con-
vinced Bud to come out and explain to the fellow that
because they Were, wearing similar jackets, Bud had
mistakenly thought Jack was still standing there at the bar.

'Names have been changed to protect the guilty. - Ed.

The Hotinonshonni
Historical Series

Introduction
In addition to the Wampum Belt series, Indian Time will be
presenting the text of Kaianerakowa - The Great Law of the
Hotinonshonni - The Longbouse People. The text is
reprinted from a book published by Akwesasne Notes in'
1975. Although a Confederate authorized and sanctioned
version and translation does not (to the knowledge of this
editor) exist, we offer the following text as a starting point
for discussion until a sanctioned translation does become
available. Some meanings may have been.lost in the:
translation into English and there may be some debate over
the ordering of the articles, interpretations, orommissipns,
•owever, this version at least carries the spirit of the Great

Law. .. . .-' •••'
This Great Law was given to the People of the Longhouse •
many centuries, perhaps thousands, of years ago. The Law
unified warring nations into an alliance for peace - into the
first United Nations. The constitution of the United .States
and the United Nations Charter owe many debts of inspira-
tion and ideology to Kaianerekowa and its founder, The
Peacemaker.

Indian Time will be carrying sections of the Great Law in
each issue until it has appeared in its entirety. .
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THE GREAT LAW
OF PEACE

O f . • • . ? - : - : ^ '

THE LONGHOUSEJ?$QPlM
(Iroquois)

(League of Six Nations)

KAIANEREKOWA
HOTINONSIONNS

RIGHTS, DUTIES* QUALIFICATIONS
OF THE STATESMEN
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All chiefs of the League of Five Nations must be honest in alt
things. They must not idle nor gossip, but be men possessing
those honorable qualities that make true leaders. It shall be
a serious wrong for anyone to lead a chief into trivial af-
fairs, for the people must hold their chiefs high in estima-
tion out of respect to their honorable positions. '.-:
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When a.candidate chief is to be installed, he shall furnish
four strings of shells or wampum one span in length hound
together at one end. Such will constitute the evidence of his
pledge to the chiefs of the League that he will live according
to the Constitution of the Great Peace and exercise justice in
all affairs.
When the pledge is finished, the Speaker of the Council must
hold the shell strings in his hand and address the opposite
side of the Council Fire, and he shall begin his address say-
ing: • :•;' / ;.;•••• ' " . . • . . : • •'" "•

"Now behold him. He has now. become a chief .
o f the League,
See hciw splendid he looks."

An address may then follow. At the end of it he shall send
the bunch of shell strings to the opposite side, and they shall
be received as evidence of the pledge. Then shall the op-
posite side say: • • ' : . - . :

•';;': " W e now do crown you with the sacred *•
emblem of the deer 's antlers, the emblem of

: your chieftainship: You shall now become a ,
mentor of the people of the Five Nations. The

• thickness of your skin shall be seven spans,
which is to say that you shall be proof against ..-' ••
anger, offensive actions, and criticism- Your .
heart shall be filled with peace and g o o d will.
Your mind shall be filled with a yearning for the
welfare of the people o i l the League. With .
endless pat ience you shall carry ou t your du ty .
and your firmness shall b e tempered wi th
tenderness for your people Neither anger nor
fury shall find lodging in your mind All your
words and actions shall be marked wi th calm
deliberation. In all your deliberations in the
Council of the League, in your efforts at law-
making, in all your official acts, self-interest sliall
be qast away. Do not cast over your shoulder
behind you the warnings of your nephews and

pieces should they chide you for any error or
wrong you may do, but return to the way of the
Great Law which is right and Just. Look and
listen for the welfare of the whole people, and
have always in view not only the present, but
also the coming generations, even th0sc whose
faces are yet beneath the surface' of the
ground—the unborn of the future Nation."

- . •• ' - ( - •

When a chieftainship title is to be conferred, the candidate
chief shall furnish the cooked venison, the corn bread and
the corn soup, together with other necessary things and the
labor for the Conferring of Titles Festival.

, : ':';:•': : : 3 0 ' • '"• '
The chiefs of the League may confer the chieftainship title
upon a candidate whenever the Great Law is recited, if
there is a candidate, for the Great Law speaks all the rules.

YV-"Y-?; :: : 31 -" '".' ;. -
If a -chief of the' League should become seriously ill and be
thought near death, the women who are heirs of his title
shall go to his house and lift his crown of deer antlers, the
emblem of this chieftainship, and place them at one side. If
the Creator spares hifn and he rises from his bed of sickness,
he may rise with the antlers on his brow.
The following words shall be used to temporarily remove
the antlers: -

"Now our comrade chief, the time has come
when we must approach you in your illness. We
remove for a time the deer's antlers from your

• brow. We remove the emblem of your chieftain-
ship title. The Great Law has decreed that no
chief should end his life with the antlers on his
brow. We therefore lay them aside in the room.
If the Creator spares you and you recover from
your illness you shall rise from your bed with
the antlers on yotjr brow as before and you shall
resume your duties as chief of the League and

: you may again labor for the people of the
League."
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If a chief of the League should should die while the Council
of thei.Five Nations is in session, the Council shall adjourn
for ten days. No Council of the League shall sit within ten
days of the death of a chief of the League.
If the Three Brothers (absennihontatekenah) (the Mohawk,
the Onondaga, and the Seneca) should lose one of their
chiefs by\ death, theYounger Brothers (iatatekenab) (the
Cayuga and the Oneida) shall come to the surviving chiefs
of the Tbrjee Brothers on the tenth day and console them. If
the Younger Brothers lose one of their chiefs, then the Three
Brothers shall come to them and console them. And the con-
solation shall be the reading of the contents of the thirteenth
shell (wampum) strings of Ayonwatba. At the termination
of this, rite, a successor shall be appointed, to be appointed
by the women heirs of the Chieftainship title. If the women
are not ready to place their nominee before the chiefs, the
Speaker shall say, "Gome let us go out, ''All shall then leave
the Council orpfttceofgathering. The Speaker shall lead the
way from the boys* by saying, "Let us depart to the edge of
the woods ant lik in wait on our bellies." (Ten-
sbakoyiattoswentarbese).
When We women title holders shall have chosen one of their
sons, the chiefs <pf the League will assemble in two places,
the Younger Brothers in one place and the Three Older
Brothers ifc anpft^r, ~Tfy chiefs utbo are to console the
mourning cbtftshaU chofeone of their number to sing the

jmm to the sorrowing chiefs. The

singer shall lead the way, and the chiefs and the people shall
follow. When they reach the sorrowing chiefs, they shall bail
the candidate chief and perform the rite of Conferring the
Chieftainship title. (Ohkeiontentshera)
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When a chief of the League dies, the surviving relatives shall
immediately dispatch a messenger, a member of another
clan, to the chiefs in another locality. When the runner
comes within bailing distance of the locality, he shall utter a
sad wail, tbusty. "Kwa-ahf Kwa-abf" The sound shall be
repeated three times, and then again and again at intervals
as many times as the distance may require. When the run-
ner arrives at the settlement, the people shall assemble and
one must ask him the nature of his sad message. He shall
then say, "Let us consider." (rakwennikonriak) Then he
shall tell them of the death of the chief. He shall deliver to
them d string of shells or wampum and say, "Here is the
testimony, you have heard the message. "He may return
home.
It now becomes the duty of the chiefs of the locality to send
runners to other localities and each locality shall send
messengers until all chiefs are notified. Runners shall travel
day and night*
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If a chief dies and there is no candidate qualifiedfor the of-
fice in the family of the women title holders, the chiefs of the
Nation shall give the title into the hands of a sister family
(Kentennonteron) in the clan until such time as the original
family produces a candidate, when the title shall be
restored to the rightful owners.
No chieftainship title may be carried into the grave. The
chiefs of the League may dispossess a dead chief of his title
even at the grave.

PINE TREE CHIEF

Should any man of the Nation assist with special ability or
show great interest in the affairs of the Nation, if be proves
himself wise and honest and worthy of confidence, the
chiefs of the League may elect him to a seat among them,
and be may sit in the Council of the League. He shall be pro-
claimed a Pine Tree, sprung up for the Nation, and be in-
stalled as such at the next assembly for the installation of
chiefs. Should he ever do anything contrary to the rules of
the Great Peace, be may not be deposed from office—-noone
shall cut him down—but thereafter everyone shall be deaf
to bis voice and bis advise. Should he resign from his seat
and title, no one shall prevent him. A Pine Tree Chief bos no
authority to name a successor nor is bis titie hereditary.
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