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Mohawk Bedtime
Stories
Indian Time, as a culturally oriented paper, strives to in-
clude something for everybody. Our culture is rich in legend
and oral history and we would like to bring some of it to
you in the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories),
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories and anectotes with us.
We especially would like to hear some tales of humor which
we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and English,
Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to share and
we will be including some of that in future issues of Indian
Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to bear your
suggestions or consider your work for publication.

..rokwaho,.

The Flying Head
This old story was told to me by Two Standing Stone

(Oneida) Indians when I was a boy. Many winters ago, near
Oneida Lake, there was an Oneida settlement. In this settle-
ment there was a famous hunter, whose name was Wolf.
Marked. \

The Hotinonshonni
Historical Series

Introduction
In addition to the Wampum Belt series, Indian Time will be
presenting the text of Kaianerakowa - The Great Law of the
Hotinonshonni - The Longhouse People The text is
reprinted from a book published by Akwesasne Notes iff
1975. Although a Confederate authorized and sanctioned,:
version and translation does not (to the knowledge of this
editor) exist, we offer the following text as a starting point
for discussion until a sanctioned translation does become
available. Some meanings may have been lost in the,
translation into English and there may be some debate over
the ordering of the articles, interpretations, or ommissions,.
however, this version at least carries the spirit of the Great
taw. '
This Great Law was given to the People of the Longhouse.
many centuries, perhaps thousands, of years ago. The Law
unified warring nations into an alliance for peace • into the
first^Jnited Nations. The constitution of the United States
and the United Nations Charter owe many debts of inspiraj-
tion and ideology to Kaianerekowa and its founder, The
Peacemaker.

Indian Time will be carrying sections of the Great Law in
each issue until it has appeared in its entirety. We hope you
will enjoy John Mohawk's Thoughts of Peace: the Great,
Law. We offer it in the interests of history, and peace:
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THE GREAT
OF PEACE

o f ' ; • . • ' • ^ • ; -

THE LONGHOUSE PEOPLE
(Iroquois)

(League of Six Nations) J

Wolf Marked lived in a bark house at the edge of the
yillage. His only companion were two large woif-like dogs

• Who never left his side. They were his constant companions
and Wolf Marked treated them as his brothers

It was said that while hunting, these swift running dogs
woukidrive the game: to Wolf Marked This famous hunter
was never known to have returned from the trail emptv
handed; >

Wolf Marked was well liked by other members of his na
.lion, A portion of all game brought down by his arrows was
always given to the needy, the widow and the orphan He
Was always ready to help those of his people who were in
warit or need. His aid was given willingly and he always
refused pay or reward for his services

No one was fleeter of foot than this young man and often
the chiefs of his nation sent him with wampum messages
down the long trail that bound one end of the Long House

.Country to the other. His wisdom was also great and his ad-
vice was often asked at Council.

He was a great ball player and many times his strong arms
and fleet foot carried the ball through the goal post of a rival
people. In feats of endurance and strength, he exceUed all
others of his people.

One sun (day) Wolf Marked made preparations for a hunt.
With a new quiver of arrows and a pack of provisions he left
the yillage. His trail led toward the west (Great Panther). On
each Side of him trotted one of his faithful dogs. AH day he
travelled, his eyes ever alert for signs of game. But on this
day all life in the forest seemed to have vanished. Over the
entire countryside a deep silence had fallen. Not a bird sanga
spng. Not a rabbit, crossed "the trail. No leaf rustled in the
wind. The forest was silent. Woif Marked was looking for
signs of bear and deer. .

He wondered why his two faithful dogs travelled .close to
his feet. He, wondered why their hair rose on their backs,
why they acted as though they feared something* They sniff-
led the air looking toward the north, growling low in their
throats. In this matter they travelled the entire day.

toward sunset, Wolf Marked prepared tamp, making a
fire, Cooking their evening meal. As Wolf Marked wondered
at the strange behavior of his dogs he thought that he heard a
Strange wailing cry from the North (Great Bear). His dogs

,answered by growling irt their throats. He knew that they
feared something very unusual.

One of the dogs looked Wolf Marked straight in the face
and spoke, "Friend, do not be surprised that we can speak to
you in your own language. Because you have been kind to
us> always sharing with us, treating us as your brothers, we
are going to break the rule to warn you. A terrible monster
who is master in the forest is approaching you. You must flee
and head fora clearing because only there can he do you no
harm. Flee while you can and immediately"

There Was no mistaking the terror in the eyes of his dogs.
With a bound Wolf Marked flung his pack aside and ran
d0wn the trial toward the village, his dogs following dose
behindhim. He knew that his only hope for life was-to reach
the clearing that surrounded his village. ,

As Wolf Marked ran he heard the terrible scream of the
monster. It was a high, long drawn out, piercing wait It was
a cry he had never heard before. It sounded like the com-
bination of the howl of the wolf, the scream of the panther
and the roar of the north wind. As Wolf Marked ran the wail
got nearer and nearer. The creature was fast gaining on him:]

• • $

, he glanced back What he
saw s$rtfcd|hliui s^ jnuchjthat he almost froze inliis tracks. A
gre** fiery head with larfje, round yellow eyes, a long hook-
ed beak and large'open,mouth appeared over the brow of
the hill. The creature had fiery hair that flowed in a long
wavy streak as the monster travelled It had no body but
fastened to the bottom of the heads were two icale-covered
paws, on the ends of which were long curved, ugly looking
claws '

The monster travelled in a peculiar fashion Jt would jump
to the foot of a tree, climb the tree and then jump to the foot
of another tree In this way, it travelled very rapidly There,
was a wide burnt path cutting back through the forest where
the creature hsfd tjra^eHedi

Soon Wolf Marked could feel the hot breath of the
creature on the back of his neck. One of his dogs spoke to
him saying,"Brother, the: creature is almost upon us. 1 am
going back to fightit.:'\ can delay it for a little while, but I will
never, see you again on this earth. Farewell, kind and good
IrtencL" Saylhgthis the dbg turned and ran back. Wolf Mark-
ed heard barking and growling and then a yelp of pain. He
knew that his faithful friend was dead and was being eaten
by the head. His friend had given his life for him.

Wolf Marked ran on. The village was just around the bend
of the hill. If he could only: make it, he knew that he would
be safe. Again he heard the wailing cry of the creature,
Nearer and nearerit sounded. He could feel the hot breath of
the head singe his head hair. Sparks from its fiery mouth fell
aroiind him. The monster was close. . : . ' • •

His brave dog fell behind him getting between the Monster
and Wolf Marked., The remaining dog said, "Brother, th,e
creature is almost upon us. Perhaps I can delay it until you
reach the village. I am going back to fight it. I will never see
70U again on this earth. Farewell, kind and faithful friend. "
Saying this, the dog turned and ran back over the trail. Wolf
Marked heard barking and growling and then a yelp of pain.
He knew that his faithful friend was dead and was being
eaten by the monster.

He was tired but ran on and after a brief silence he again
heard, the wail of the monster. He could hear the creature
getting nearer as it cut;a burning path through the forest. He
could feel the hot breath burn his back. He could sense its
huge eyes upon him.

Ahead of hirn he could see the Sky lit up by the fires of the
village. With a staggering run he entered the clearing in the
center of which was the village. Running across the field he
came to a stop and with his startled people looked back over
his trail. . i ;

A great head came bounding up to the edge of the forest.
Showers of sparks shot from its mouth. Its great yellow eyes
glared in fiery hatred-at the people. With a mighty bound
and a terrible cry of anger, it turned and disappeared over
the dark forest, travelling.toward the North.
fin ancient days, this story was told to show the fidelity of a
dog. It was and is a belief of the Old People that a person
Who was cruel to dogs could never reach the land of Happy
Spirits.) y

(Reprinted from TALES^ OF THE MROQUOIS, Vol. I, by
Tebanetqrens. Tbi$ book can be obtained from Akwesasne
Notes at Racquette Point for 4500)

RIGHTS, DUTIES, QUALIFICATIONS
THE STATESMEN

If at any time it shall be apparent that a cb{efoftbe League
bos hot in mind the welfare of the people, or disobeys the
rules of the Great Law, the men or the women of the League,
or both jointly, shall come to the Council and scold the, err-.,
ing chief through bis war chief If the complaint of the peo-
ple through the war chief is not heeded, on the first occa-
sion, it shall be uttered again, and then if no dttentnioh is
given, a third complaint and a warning shall be given, If
the chief is still disobedient, the matter shall go the Council
of War Chiefs. The War Chiefs shall then take away the title
of tbe erring cMef by order of the women in whom the title is
vested, When the chief is deposed, the women shall notify
ttotcbiefs of the League through their war chief and the
chiefs of the League shall sanction tbe act. Tbe womeituiill
then select another of their sons as a candidate and the'
chiefs shall elect him. Then the chosen one shall be installed
by the Installation Ceremony.

. When a chief is deposed, bis war chief shall address him as
f o l l o w s : : - •' "; •'"•' • ' : •"•' • ;' - , \ • ' '•"'' . : :-, -.

"So you, .disregard and set at naught the warnings
Of your women relatives. You fling the warnings over
your shoulder to cast them behind. Behold the
brightness of the Sun, and in the brightness of the Sun's
light, I depose you of your title and remove the sacred

^emblem of your chieftainship title I remove from your
brow the deer's antlers which was the emblem of your
position and token of your nobility I now depose you,
and return the antlers to the women whose heritage
they are."

The war chief shall now address-the women of tbe deposed
chief and say:

^Mothers, as I have deposed your chief, I now return x

to you the emblem and the dtle of chieftainship,
therefore, repossess them,"

Again addressing tbe deposed chief, be shall say
' "As I have deposed and discharged you so you are no

longer chief. You shall goyour way alpne The rest of
the people of the League shall not go with you, for We
know not the kind of mind you possess. As the Creator

: has nothing to do with wrong, so he will not come 50
rescue you from the precipice of destruction in wtocri

h lf Y hj|i b^ res>0reolto«
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you have cast yourself. You
the position which you pn$e occupied.'

Then shall the war chief
nation to which the deposed chief \

"Know you, my chiefs, that |
; antlers from the brow pf.....;.

tion, and the token pf his j
Tbe chiefs of tbe League stall bavej

tho fUerhartie nf t
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If a chief of tbe. League of Five Nations should commit
murder the other chiefs of the nation shall assemble at the
place where tbe corpse lies and prepare to depose the
criminal chief, If it is impossible to meet at the scene of tbe
crime the chiefs shall discuss the matter at the next Council
of their nation and request their war chief to depose tbe
chief guilty of the crime, to *'bury bis women relatives and
to transfer the chieftainship title to a sister family.
The war chief shall address the chief guilty of murder and

• • s a y : '• ' • - • • - • / ' " • . \ . ' ' - . -. '

"So you, ....;M did kill.....,, with your own hands! You
have committed a grave crime in the eyes of the
Creator, Behpld the bright light of the Sun, and in the
brightness of the Sun's light, I depose you of your title
and remove the,horns, the sacred emblem of your
chieftainship title. I remove from your brow the deer's
antlers which was the emblem of your position and
token of your nobility. I now depose you and expel
you and you shall depart at once from the territory of
the League of Five Nations and neverrhorereturn again.
We, the League of Wve Nations, moreover, bury your
women relatives because the ancient chieftainship title

: was neve' interidcd to have any union with bloodshed.
Henceforth, it shall not be their heritage. By the evil
deed that ybu, have done they have forfeited it

•• f o r e v e r . " ' .:•:. "•;". • •'••• . ' ' " , ' ' • '•'

The war chief shall then hand the title to a sister family, and
he shall address it and say:

"Our mothers, >.,,,;., listen attentively while I address
you on a solemn and important subject. I hereby
transfer to you an ancient chieftainship title for a great
calamity has befallen it in the hands Of the family of a

•. former chief'.- We trust that you, our .mothers, will
always guard it and that you will warn your chief
always to be dutiful and to advise his people to ever
live in love, peace and harmony that a great calamity
may ̂ Tever happen again "

21
Certain physical defects in a statesman of tbe League makes
him ineligible to sit in the League Council. Such defects are
infancy, idiocy, blindness, deafness, dumbness and im-
potency When a statesman of tbe League is restricted by
any of these conditions, a deputy shall be appointed by bis
sponsors to act for him, but in cases of extreme necessity,
tbe restricted statesman may exercise bis rights.

22
if a statesman^ tbe League desires to resign bis title, be
shall ̂ noi0 tfti sfyfafmen'of tbe nation of which be is a
member of bis i^ntions, if bis co-active statesmen refuse
to accept bi*f0!$w!$8n, be may not resign bis title.
A statesman &0ppos*ng to resign may recommend any
proper cuntttda# uibichr^^ be received

and nominated by
0t candidate shall not be con-
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Life On The Farm
by Dave McDonald

Richard David and I were doing the plowing ih the fall of the,
year and he was driving the tractor with the two-bottom
plow and I was driving the other tractor with the four-
bottom plow. After plowing all day, 1 was getting tired and
had a time staying awake. As we went around and around
the field, I found it harder to stay awake. I was leading with
my tractor and had just started down the furrow when I fell
asleep at the wheel. The front wheel jumped out of the fur-
row and the tractor with the four-bottom plow working so
great, took off down the middle of the field at a perfect
90-degree angle to the direction I was supposed to be going!
When I finally woke up, I had plowed a perfect four furrow
path right down the middle of a ha'y field that wasn't suppos-
ed to be plowed. I looked at Richard and found him on his
tractor laughing hysterically. I immediately gave him hell for
not waking me up because I had to plow another five acres
of land that wasn't necessary. When I asked him why he
hadn't woke me up, he replied, "you were doing such a
good job I hated to stop you!"

Back when we were younger we used to do a lot of hauling
for "Old George Love" who ran a store way back near the
border. The road to his store was mainly just an old path that
most times of the year, especially winter, or rainy season,
was only passable with a tractor and. a 2-wheel trailer. Joe
and I usually had the job to go get George with the tractor
and wagon. He used to have quite a load of empty returnable
soft drink and beer bottles that needed to be brought back to
the stores in town. We never seemed to have a good
drawbar pin to hook up the wagon with, so on quite a few
occassions it wasn't unusual to be driving along the path and
suddenly hear a loud bang...sometimes a loud crash (as most
of the bottles came tumbling out of the wagon and hit the
road) when the pin would pop out and the wagon would
rear back usually depositing poor old George into the snow
or in most cases, mud. On one occasion, when Joe was tak-
ing a very big load of groceries, soft drink and beer back to
his store, he also had a large crate of eggs. Being that it was
quite a rough ride, George decided to hold the crate of eggs
on his lap, as they made their way over the rough road.
About halfway back to the store, the pin decided to pop out
and because of the heavy load on the trailer, it caused it to
rear back quite rapidly and hard! When Joe ran back to see if
George was OK, he found him'sitting on the ground, the big-
gest batch of scrambled eggs he'd ever seen, sitting right on
top of-George!

Any chief of tbe League of Five Nations may construct shell
strings or wampum belts of any size or length as pledges or
records of matters of national or international importance.

When it is necessary to dispatch a shell string by a war chief
or other messenger as a token of a summons, the messenger
shall recite the contents of tbe string to the party to whom it
is sent. That party shall repeat the message and return the
shell string, and if there has been a 'summons, he shall make
ready for bis journey. :

Any of tbe people of tbe Five Nations may use shells or wam-
pum as the record of a pledge, contract, or an agreement
entered into and tbe same shall be binding as soon as shell
strings shall have been exchanged by both parties.

The chiefs of tbe League of Five Nations shall be mentors of
the people for all time. The thickness of their skin shall be
seven spans (tsiataniioronkarake), which is to say that they
shall be proof against anger, offensive action,, and
criticism. Their hearts shall bejull ofpeace and goodwill,
and their minds filled with a yearning for tbe welfare of tbe
people of the League. With endless patience, they shall carry
out their duty. Tbeir,firmness shall be tempered with a
tenderness for tbeir people. Neither anger nor fury shall
find lodging in tbeir minds and all their words and actions
shall be marked by calm deliberation.

, V - . ' • " • • • • ' ' : / : 2 5 ' •'" • • " '

If a chief of tbe League should seek to establish any authori-
ty independent of tbe jurisdiction of tbe League of tbe Great
Peace, which is the Five Nations, he shall be warned three
times in open Council, first by the women -relatives, second
by tbe men relatives, and finally by tbe chiefs of tbe Nation
to which he belongs; .', ;

If tbe offending chief is still persistent, he shall be dismissed
by the war chief of bis nation for refusing to conform to tbe
laws of the Great Peace. His Nation shall then install the
candidate nominated by the female name holders of bis

f a m i l y , ' . > • • . . , .. . , . ••• .'' '•/ \ ' • "•' •
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It shall be- tbe duty of all tbe chiefs of tbe League of Five Na-
tions, from time tp time as occasion demands, to act as
teachers and spiritual guides of tbeir people, and remind
them of their Creator's will and words. They shall say:
"Listen, that peace may continue unto future days!
"Always listen to the words of the Great Creator, for he has
s p o k e n . -' ' • -' - • \ ' • ' • ' . ' 1 . - ' • . . ' ' . ; • • • • ' ' '

"United People, let not evil find lodging in your minds.
"For the Great Creator has spojken and the Cause of Peace
shall not become o)d. j . r
''The cause of peace shall not die if you remember die Great
Creator."


