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INDIAN TIME 3

Mohawk Bedtime
Stories

Indian time, as a,culturally oriented paper, strives to in*
elude something for everybody. Our culture is ricbirt legend
and oral history and we would like to bring some of it to
you in the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories).
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories and anectotes with us.
We especially would like to hear some tales of humour
which we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and
English. Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to
share and we will be including some of that in future issues
of Indian Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to
hear your suggestions or consider your work for publica-
tion. .'•• . _v

Tlie Story Of The
Monster Bear, The
Giant Dipper

This is a story that old ifoquois told to their children dur
ing the winter moons: (months). Many winters in the past
there was a Mohawk village of bark houses along the
Oswego River.

One day, Mohawk hunters discovered the tracks irfa Gunt
Bear. After that, they saw the tracks many times Sometimes
the tracks would circle the Mohawk village The animals
began to disappear from the forests, and the Mohjwks knew
that the Giant Bear was killing and carrying off all the
a n i m a l s . '."' • :- ' '••'.:. ' • ' ' • ' .' '••' "...' •• \ \ •"

Because of the scarcity Of food, famine came to the
Mohawks. The meat racks were empty. The people were
hungry. Starvation faced them. One of the chiefs said, "We
must kill this Giant Bear who is causing all our trouble." •

A^once, a party of warriors set out in search of the Bear.
They soon came upon his tracks in the snow. They followed,
the Bear tracks for many days. ; "••:

•v They finally came upon the huge beast. At once, the air
was filled with the arrows of the warriors. To the surprise
and dismay of the Mohawks, the arrows failed to pierce the
thick hide of the Bear. Many broken arrows felt from his
tough skin. At last, the angry Bear turned arid charged, the
hunters, who fled, but were soon overtaken; Most of them
were killed,

<| Only two hunters escaped and they returned to the village
to tell the sad tale. The two hunters told the council of the
Great Bear. They told what had happened to the war party.

'Party after party of warriors set out to destroy the Great
Bear, but always they failed. There were many battles fought
between the bear and the warriors. Many warriors were
s k i l l . •-. ".• ;''•:- "~r ' • ' • ' ' . • ' ••' '•• • . . • • • ' • ; ' • '

,As.time'.went on, more and more deer yanished from the
forest. The smoking racks were empty. The people became
very thin because of the lack of food. Starvation caused
many to become sick. The people were filled .with fear and
their hungry bodies crept close to the fire at night. They
feared the Great Bear, whose giant tracks circled their village
each night. . •.•'•••

They feared to leave their village because they could hear,
coming from the darkness of the forest, the loud cough of
the Great Bear.

One night, tHree brothers each had a strange dream:-On
'three successive nights, they had the'same vision. They
dreamed that they had tracked and killed the Giant Bear.
They said, "The dream must be true."

So, getting their weapons and a scanty supply of food,
they set out after the Bear. In a little while, they came upon
the tracks of the Great Bear. Quickly, they followed the trail,
their arrows ready. . ,

Fpr many moOns, they followed the tracks of the Bear
across the Earth. The tracks led them to the end of the
WQHd. Looking ahead, they saw the giant beast leap from the
earth into the heavens. The three hunters soon came to the

ijumping-iOff place. Without hestiation, the three erf them
followed the Bear into the sky. There in the skies you can see

. them chasing the Bear during the long Winter nights.

^ r whui the Bear gets readv to sleep tor
the winter, the three hunter* ge^otar enough to shoot their
arr<ms4n,u> his boifv His dripping bl<K>d caused by the
wounds' f«»m the arrows turji the autumn leaves red and
\ellow But, he always manages to escape from the hunters.
For A time, after King mounded he is invisible. He after*.

the troquous see the Great Dipper in the Sky, they
sav, "See, the three hunters are still chasmg»the Great Bear."

(Reprinted from TALES OF THE IROQVOIS, Vol. I, by
lehanelorens This boob can be obtained from Akwesasne
\otes at Rai queue Point for $5 00)
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Wampum

The Hotinonshonni
Historical Series

Introduction
//; addition to the Wampum Belt series, Indian Time will

be presenting the text of Kaianerekowa - The Groat Law of
the Hotinonshonni - The I.onghouse People. The text is-
reprinted from a book published by Akwesasne Notes in
1975. Although a Confederate authorized and sanctioned
version and translation does not (to the knowledge of this
editor) exist, we offer the following text as a starting point
for discussion until a sanctioned translation d(tes" become
available. Some meaning may have been tost in the transit*-
tion into English and there may be some debate over the
ordering of the articles, interpretations, or ommissiohs, ,
however, this version at least carries the spirit of the Great
Law. • :. ' '.

This Great Law was given to the People of the. Longhouse
many centuries, perhaps thousands, of years ag(>. The Law
unified warring nations into an alliance for peace - into the
first United Nations. The constitution of the United States
and the United Nations CharterJ)we many debts of inspira-
tion and ideology to Kaianerekowa and its founder. The'
Peacemaker. • • '..••.'•:

Indian Time will be car-rying sections of the Great Law in
each issue until it has appeared in its entirety. We hope you
will enjoy John Mohawk's Thoughts Of Peace) The Great
Lair, and the first six sections of the Great Law in this issue -'•
of Time. We offer it in the interests of history, and peace. •'.

rokwaho

THE GREAT LAW
OF PEACE

of
THE LONGHOUSE PEOPLE

(Iroquois)
(League of Six Nations)

KAIANEREKOU^A
HOTINONSIOitf NE

THANKSGIVING
1 ': ; . • • • • • • • • '

ie statesmen of the League shall assemble fortbe
purpose of holding a Council, the Onondaga statesmen
shall open it by expressing their gratitude to their cousin
statesmen, and. greeting them, and they shall make ah ad-
dress and offer thanks to the earth where men dwelly to the
Streams of water, the pools and the lakes, to the maise and
the fruits, to the medicinal herbs and trees, to the forest
trees for their usefulness, and to the animals that serve as
food and give their pelts for clothing, to the great winds and
the lesser winds, to the Thunderers; to (he Sun, (be mighty
wdrrrior; to the moon, to the messengers of the Creator who
reveals his wishes, and to the Great Creator who dwells in
the heavens above who gives all the things useful to men,
and who is the source and the ruler of health and life.
Then shall the Onondagas statesmen declare the Council
o f i e n . . 7 7 - . . . ; , • •' " • . • • • • _ ' . •_ .' " •-

The Council shall'notsil' after-darkettess has set in.

? : ; < : y \ - - • - 8 ; - . • - - • : . , . • • • . • • , ; ; . .

The Firekeepers shall formally open and close all councils
of the statesmen of tbe League, they shall pass upon all mat
ters deliberated upon by the two sides, and render their.
decisions: ' . ' - • ' ' •• ',' ' 7 . . ' ' • • ";-"•''. '•. •. :.

Every Onondaga statemen (or his deputy) must be present
at every Council of the League, and must agree with the ma-
jority without unwarrantable dissent, so that a unanimous
decision may be rendered. . /
IfAtqtarho or any of his cousin statesmen are absent from
a Council of tbe League, any other Firekeeper ma\tope»
and close the Council, but the Firekeepers present may not
give any, decisions, unless tbe matter is of small importance

. . . ; • • . : • ; • • • • - " • . • . ; • . / • • • ; • : 9 / .

\Ail the business of tbe Five Nations League Council shall be
conducted by the two combined bodies of Confederate
statesmen. First the question shall be passed upon by-the
Mohawk and Seneca statemen, then it shall be disatssed
and passed by the Oneida and Cayuga statesmen. Their
decision shall then be referred to the Onondaga statesmen,
the Firekeepers, for final judgment
The same,process shall be followed when a question is
braugbt before the Council by an individual or a War Chief

., It is provided thus: When a candidate is to be installed, he
shall furnish four strings of shell wampum one span length
bound together.at one end. Such will constitute the evidence
of hispledge to the Chiefs of the League that he will live ac-
cording to.the Constitution, of the Great Peace and exercise
justice in all affairs. When the pledge is finished, the speaker
Of the council must hold the wampum strings in his hand
and address! the opposite side of the council fire, and he shall
begin his address saying:

"Now behold; him. He has now become a chief of the
League. See how splendid he looks." (An address may then
follow; At the end of it he shall send the bunch of wampum
strings to the opposite side — Elder or Younger Brothers,
whichever ft may be 7-^- and they shall be received as
evidence of the pledge). Then, shall the speaker of the op-
posite side say:

"We now do crown you with the sacred emblem of the
deer's antlers, the emblem of your chieftainship. You shall
now become a mentor of the People of the Five Nations. The
thickness of your skill shall be seven spans, which is to say
that you shall he proof against anger, offensive actions, and
criticism. Your heart shall be filled with peace and good will.

j Your mind shall b£ filled with a yearning for the welfare of
the people Of the' Leagiie. With endless patience you shall
carry out your duty and. your firmness shall be tempered
with tenderness for your people, Neither anger nor fury shall
find lodging in your mind. All your words and actions shall
be marked with calm deliberation. In all your deliberations
in the Council of the League, in your efforts at lawmaking, in
all your official acts, self interest shall be cast away. Do not
cast over your .shoulder .behind you the warning of your
Nephews and Nieces {your people) should they chide you
for any error or wrong you may do, but return to the way of
The Great Law which is right and just. Look and listen for
the welfare of the whole people, and have always in view
hot only the present, but also the coming generations, even
those who faces are yet beneath the surface of the ground —
the unborn of the future nation."

//' through any misunderstanding or obstinancy on the part
of the Firekeepers^, they reach a decision at variance with
that of the Two Sides, the Two Sides shall reconsider the

: matter and if their decisions are jointly the same as before,
1 they shall report to the Firekeepers, who are then compelled

to confirm their joint decision.

/ ; f v p - . • ' " . 1 2 - :' . ; . • \•..•••-.
When a case conies before the Onondaga statesmen, the
Firekeepers, for. discussion and decision, Atotarho shall in-
troduce the matter to his comrade statesmen, who sbatTthen.

-'•' discuss it in their (ivo bodies. Every Onondaga statesmen
£ except HohanWireton shall deliberate and heshall listen on-

ly. When a unanimous decision shall have been reached by
the two bodies.(#Firekeepers, Atotarbo shall notify Honon-

'* wireton of the'fdit,: then he shall confirm it. He shall refuse
to confirm a decision if it is not unanimously agreed upon

'- -by both si

In all cases, the procedure must be as follows when tbe
Mohawk and Seneca statesmen have unanimously agreed
upon a question, they shall report their decision to the
Cayuga and Oneida statesmen, who stall deliberate upon
the question and report a unanimous decision to tbe
Mohawk statesmen. The Mohawk statesmen wilt tbett'mport
the standing of the case to the Firekeepers, who shall rettlHer
a decision as they see fit in case of a disagreement byttw
tuH> bodies, or confirm the decisions of the tun* bodies iftixtv
are identical. The Firekeepers shall then n'por'tibx'lfidi "
sfon Ut tbe Mohawk statesmen wtx> slmli ahipitm •• // tb
Often Council. *

V • • ^ " ^ • ^ • • • • • • i 3 . . . . • • • • • . • - • - •

No chief shall ask a question of the body of chiefs, of the
League, when they are discussing a case question, or pro-
position He maV only deliberate in a low tone with the
separate body of which he is a member

14
When tbe Council of the Five Nation chiefs shall convene,
they shall appoint a speaker for tbe day He shall be a chief
of either the Mohawk, Onondaga, ot Seneca. ,' :
The next day, tbe Council shall appoint another, but Hw

first speaker may be reappointed if there is ho objection,
but a speaker \s term shall not be i egarded more than for tbe
day.

15
No individual orjftireign nation interested in a case, ques-
tirui. or proposition shall have any voice in the Council, of

' the ledgue except fo atjswer a question put to him- or them
by tbe speaker ftftibe chief

<f\\'
I' vv*

shalt arise at ajiy future time call for
itptbis law, the case shall be

beam seems necessary or
t$fhge sha(l be decided upon.and

!//«f ^AdOetl dt the Rafters. "

Life On The Farm
by Dave McDonald

We had bought a young mare, mainly to say we had a
horse around the farm. We didn't use her much for work so
she never really got broke into wearing a harness. One Satur-
day, Dad and us boys decided to hitch up the horse. After
patching up the old harnesses left over from earlier days, we
hooked her up to the cutter. JOe decided to be the first one
to drive her, when he reassured Sonny heiiad complete con-
trol of the situation, Sonny let go of the horse. Horse, cutter
and Joe were off like a flash, too fast it seemed for the aging
harness! Half-way down the field, horse and cutter became
separated! It was kind of comical watching the horse walking
behind the cutter as "we" pulled it back to the barn. The
next day Dad said, "I'll show you how to handle a horse"
and we proceeded to patch up the harness and hooked the
horse up to the cutter again. When finally we had everything
ready, Dad said, "Let her go. I'll take her into the deep snow.
That should slow her down." He madf sure he had a good
tight grip on the "reins and off they went, straight across the.
road into the field...that is the horse and Dad went into the
field. It seemed that about an hour earlier the snowplow had
gone by and left a fairly good snowbank in the entrance to
the field. Dad shot across the rOad when the horse dashed
over the snowbank, but the cutter didn't...it stuck solidly in
the snow!-With the harness being so old and ripe, it broke
off at the cutter, but Dad still had a good grip on the reins
and he wasn't about to let go! He flew out of his seat, thru
the dash-board of the cuiter and was dragging behind the
horse thru the deep show..he wasn't going to let no horse
get the best of him! He was giving a fairly good demonstra-
tion of what a gopher would look like burrowing thru snow.
Finally, after he had'gone considerable distance, he let go of
"the reins and as he stood up and took the snow out of his
glasses, hat etc. The horse circled around and went straight
back to the barn, into.her stall and stood there as if to say
"That was a nice outing, wasn't it?" /

Fate seems to deal with those people who have wreaked
havoc on those they live with. For example, when I was
younger, my brothers and cousins-would go skating on the
creek that went thru Our farm. This one day, they all had
skates on and I was making like a "helldriver" with my bike.
You can image how .big a thrill you get trying to ride a bike
on ice! We were having.a real good time and as we steadily
made our way deeper into the woods, I got more
courageous with my bike riding and started to "scout"
ahead as we went along, The rest of the gang slowed down
as we came up to a stretch of ice that they hadn't been On
yet. But Ole Dave had to be the hero and charge right,on like
there was no danger at all. I figured I'd show-off a bit since 1
had been over this same patch of ice three days earlier...the
only problem was, *re had had a warm spell since I had been
there. As everyone hollered "we'd better check the ice" 1
charged oh like. I was riding on a blacktop highway. Sur-
prise! I rode right into open water!! Luckily the creek wasn't
that deep but it sure was cold! As I hollered "help, help", the
rest of the boys tried to reach me on skates and all they ac-
complished was to prove that skates cut thru thin ice at least
as good as a kid on a bike...they all fell in up to their knees. I
finally scrambled out by pulling myself up on the fence that
was next to the creek. I felt like the tinman on the Wizard of
Oz as I was walking home...my pant legs had frozen hard
and sounding l ike! was wearing boards for pants.

John Fadden -was visiting me one day and he went to the
barn with me to check on a new born calf. When he asked
me if there was a danger the mother might sit on the new
calf, I very thoroughly explained to him that after many pro-
minent colleges, like Cornell, Canton ATC, etc. had made
extensive studies on animal behavior, they had reached a
major decision. One. very important fact was discovered in
research on horses, cows and various other animals. John
immediately asked "What was that?" I calmly informed him,
"Cow's don't sit!"

RIGHTS, DUTIES, QUALIFICATIONS
OF THE STATESMEN

• • • • • • ' ; ' • • • ' ' • • • l T . • • ' "

A bunch of certain shell (wampum) strings each two spans
in length shall be given to each of the female families in

... which the chieftain titles are. vested. The right of bestowing
the titles shall be hereditary in the family of females legally
possessing the bunch of shell strings, and the strings shall be
the token that the females of the family have the ownership
to the chieftainship titlefor all time to come, subject to cer-
tain restrictions mentioned here.

: ;•••';• " : ' ; • ; : 1 8 "

if any chief of the League neglects or refuses to attend. tbV
Council of the League, the other chiefs of the nation of which
he is a member shall require their War Chief to request the
female sponsors of the chief st> guilty of neglecting bis duties
to demand bis attendance at the Council. If be refuses, the
women holding the title shall immediately select another
candidate for the title.
No chief shall be asked more than once to'attend the Council

of the League. '

' • * ' V < ^ - - ^ .'•' ; ' •


